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Office Menmandum 


MR. R0S3I 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ATE: April 15, 1946 


:£>"E. L. OLSEN 


SUBJECT: 


MURDER OF PAUL MAST; 
MURDER OF RICHAKLH3 
MARCH 24, 19463 TEX: 
POLICE COOPERATION 


i, BETTY HOOKER14, 194 63 
/iffIN, POLLY ANN MOORS, 
kRKANA, TEXAS. ' l 


PURPOSE: 


Mr. <JleET*_ 
IS 1 . iCOTi'eiV 
•Mr. Olavln 
Mr. Lac C A 
Mr. Nic&tp] 
Mr. Roself 
S£r. Tracy 
Mr. Carson_ 

r.r. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 
Hr. Hencon_ 
Mr. Penning 
Mr. Quinn T 
Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Mease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 
Miss Gar.dy_ 


To furnish information received telephonically from the' Dallas 
Division, in accordance with your request, belying a newspaper report that 
the Bureau, local and state officials are investigating the above murders. 

BACKGROUND: 

The April 15, 1946 V/ashington Times-Herald carries an article 
date-lined Texarkana, Texas which states, lt The bodies of Paul Martin, 17, 
and Betty Hooker, 15, were found near here early yesterday after a high 
school dance. The Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Texas Rangers, 

Arkansas State police and local police joined in one of the biggest murder 
investigations in recent Texas history." 

The article continues that police believe the unsolved killings 
were committed by the slayer of Richard Griffin and Polly Ann Moore, who 
were shot and killed March 24, 1946. .32 calibre shell cases were found in 

the vicinity of Martin's car, and Capt. Gonzales, head of the Texas Rangers 
stated that .32 calibre Bullets were also used in the slaying of Griffin 
and Miss Moore. The remainder of the news item describes the circumstances 
\ surrounding the finding of the bodies in the latest murder. 

BUREAUS PARTICIPATION IN INVESTIGATION 

SA J. 0 . Jenkins of tfee Dallas office telephonically advised tha^ 
the Bureau is^not actively engaging in the investigation of these murders 3 
that no Federal Triolation is apparent. He stated that the newspaper story un¬ 
doubtedly arose in the following manner. On the morning of April.' 14, Sheriff, 
W.H.Pressley, Bowie County, Texas, requested the resident^a'? Texarkana, Texas 
and at Texarkana, Arkansas to assist him in photographing the crime scene and I 
in dusting the car for latent fingerprints. The agents rendered this assistance! 
but took no further active part in the investigation. Jenkins stated this 
aid was given as a matter of police cooperation. He did /Not know if any evid¬ 
entiary material susceptible to examination by the FBI/laiv was uncqve'rec/. / / 

mmmmmL - ' /, /v..' 

AW [ i 

It is suggested that the Dallas off ice) "be instructed^ tJ^fOnta'in 
close liaison with local investigating offices^'proffering .fdlj^ fcae^peration 
of the Bureaus laboratory and fingerprint facilities, remainlkijspmjV’fjosition. 
to undertake a UFAP investigation should the Subject be identifiableapd other// 
requirements for such investiamation are present. / ; 







k' UNSUB, MURDER Of PAUL MARTIN, BATTY HOOKAH, APRIL FOURTEEN* MURDER OF 


RICHARD GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORS, MARCH TWENTY-FOUR* TEXARKANA, TEXAS* 
POLICE COOPERATION. YOU ARE INSTRUCT® TO MAINTAIN CLOSE LIAISE ”*ITH 
INVEST1 (ATINO OFFICERS THIS CASS PROFFERING FULL COOPERATION LABORATORY 
AND I DENT IFIGAT ION FACILITIES, AND TO REMAIN ALERT TO POSSIBILITY OF 
UFAP INVESTIGATION IF SUBJECT IDENTIFIED, ADVISE BUREAU OF PERTINENT 
DEVELOPMENTS. 
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Rangers, FBI 
Sek Killers of 


TEXARKANA, Tex., A pril 15 
(NY News)—T he FBi n as lqined^ 
wi th Texas Rangers and th e 
s heriff in an effort t o SQlve_the 
mu rders of a boy and a g irljDf 
te en age whose bodi es^were 
found with bullet wounds yeste r- 
day oiTThe" T exas side of this 
tw o-State city. It was the seco nd 
s uch slaving.I herl. in._less ifiaiL a 
month._ w 

The victims were Paul Martin, 

17, formerly of this place but laTely ' 
of Kilgore, Tex., and B etty. Jo ^ 
Booker, 17, of Texarkana. They 
^Racfteen friends since kindergar¬ 
ten days and officers are baffled 
in the search for a motive for 
their slaying. j 

Martin had been shot in the 
back of the head while Betty Jo’s, 
heart and face were torn by ! 
bullets. j 

Girl Played in Orchestra h 

» Betty Jo was a member of an 
orchestra which played for a A 
lance given Saturday night by* 

;he Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
^Martin called for her in his car 
* Sunday morning, and that was 
the last seen of them. 

Martin’s body was found four 
hours later, lying on the side of a , 
dirt road, a mile from his parked ‘ 
automobile. Betty Jo’s body was 
not found until almost noon. It 
was partly hidden behind a tree 
and a mile from Martin’s body— 
two miles from the automobile. . 

Sheriff W. H. Pressley said an 
examination of Martin’s body 
showed he had put up a terrific 
struggle before succumbing to 
four bullet wounds. Betty Jo’s 
body also gave mute evidence of 
a desperate struggle. 

Previous Killing Recalled 

Betty Jo was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Brown, and 
was a popular student and 
sorority member at the Texas 
high school. Martin returned 
here often from Kilgore to visit 
high school friends—especially 
Betty Jo. 

He arrived here Friday to spend 
the week end at the family resi¬ 
dence still maintained here, and 
had as his guest another high 
school youth, Tom Albrite^i/fw; 
Martin and Betty Jo passed U 
of the afternoon at the home 
of her parents, Her mother con¬ 
fidently supposed her daughter* 
f was safely home after the dance,! 
and did not miss her until shef 
jWent to awaken her for Sunday 
school. J 

\ --- • 
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FBI, Ban gers 
J oin in S earch 
for Pair’s Killer 


By United Press 

TEXAR KANA, Ty c., April 15-^The 

' felL joined in one of the big gesPrexas 
mur der probes to find the slayer* o f 
Pa ul Martin, 17, a h i gh school stud ent, 
a nd Betty Hooker, 15"ldrglrr~frren(j . . 

PoYice believed^the ldllings were com- 
mitted by the slayer of Richard Grif¬ 
fin, 29, and Polly Ann Moore, 17, shot 
and killed March 24, and ballistics ex¬ 
perts were comparing .32 caliber shells 
used in both crimes. 

Martin had taken Miss Hooker to a 
1 dance, where she played in a high 
school band. They last were seeen as 
he drove her from the dance in his 
car. Both were members of prominent 
families. 

Martin’s body was found lying in a 
thicket at the side of a lonely country 
road two miles north of here. He had 
been shot in the shoulder and head. The 
girl’s body was found near a desolate» 
country lane a mile and a half west 
She had been shot in the face and 
heart. % 

? The youth’s auto was discovered a 
mile north of here. There was blood 
in the car and police found .32 cali- 
I per shell cases scattered in the vicinity, \ 
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Couples Linked 

TEXARKANA, Tex., April 15 
(Xjp)—Ballistics experts exam¬ 
ined a handful of .32 caliber 
shells today in the belief that 
the double-murder of a high 
school student and his girl 
friend were committed by the 
slayer of another couple three 
weeks ago. 

• The bodies of Paul Martin, 17, 
and Betty Hooker, 15, were found 
near here early yesterday after 
a high school dance. The Fed¬ 
eral ‘Bureau of Investigation, the 
Texas Rangers, Arkansas State 
police and local police joined in 
one of the biggest murder inves¬ 
tigations in recent Texas history 

Left Dance in Car 

Police believed the unsolved 
killings were committed by the 
slayer of Richard Griffin, 29, 
and Polly Ann Moore, 17, shot 
* and killed March 24. 1 

Young Martin had takem Miss 
*> Hooker to a dance, whenfc she 
^played in a high school Iband. 
They last were seen as he drove 
her from the dance in his car. 
Both were members of prominent 
and wealthy families. 

Young Martin’s body was found 
lying in a thicket at the side of a 
lonely country road two miles 
' north of here. He had been shot 
in the shoulder and in the back of 
the head. The girl’s body was 
found near a desolate country 
lane a mile and a half west. She 
had been shot in the face and 
heart. 

The youth’s automobile was dis* 
covered a mile north of here. 
There was blood in the car and 
police found .32-caliber shell cases 
scattered in the vicinity. 

Slayings Similar 

Investigators believed young 
Martin may have been shot in the 
shoulder while in the car, and that 
the assailant shot him in the back 
of the head as he leaped out and 
tried to flee. 

Capt. M. T. Gonzales, head of j 
the Texas Rangers who came here j 
to conduct the investigation, said 
.32 caliber bullets were used in the 
slaying of Griffin and Miss Moore 
in March. Circumstances of the 
two crimes were similar, he said. 

Griffin and Miss Moore both 
were shot in the back of the head 
Their bodies were found in thf 
rear Beat of Griffin ’s car on tfr 
outskirts of Texarkana. 



WASHINGTON TBffiS-HERALD 
April 15, 1946 






t STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

w w 

Office Memorandum • united states government 




= 4\MR. ROSEN 
to-E. L. OLSEN 


SUBJECT: 


April 2k, 19U6 


UNKNOW SUBJECT j 

MURDER OF JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTI JOE BOOKER, U/ll+A6$ 
MURDER OF RICHARD L.< GRIFFIN, POLLI AM'MQORE, 3/2l+A6j 
Texarkana, Texas; POLICE COOPERATION 


Mr, TqIso.i - j 
I#; E. A. Tamrr. 


Mr. Lacr 
Mr. Mcr.oT 


Mr. jurrifea]_ 

LX. He neon_ 

Mr. penning tor. 
Mx. ^uinn Tamr."" 


PURPOSE - To .advise you of the receipt of additional information from the Dallas 
Division regarding this matter. / SS SSc 


BACKGROUND - A news article dated April 16, 19i;6, stated that this Bureau and local officers 
were conducting investigation in the captioned matter. Inquiry of the Dallas Office dis¬ 
closed that Agents had assisted a Sheriff in making photographs of crime scenes and tire 
tracks but that no active investigation was being conducted. 

A teletype was directed to the Dallas Office requesting that they maintain close contact 
with investigating officers in this case, offering the full’cooperation of FBI facilities, 
the Laboratory and the Identification Division, and to bear in mind the possibility of an 
unlawful flight to avoid prosecution arising in the event the subject is identified. 

DEVELOPMENTS - By teletype the Dallas Office advised that the Bureau of Identification and 
Records, Department of Public Safety, Austin, Texas, has advised that all bullets and 
cartridge cases submitted in both cases were fired from the same firearm. The gun is a 
.32 automatic bearing rifling of six left. In the Martin-Booker case latent fingerprints I 

were developed and three of them were found to be unexplainable. Tests conducted revealed j 
that Betty Joe Booker had been criminally assaulted by the unknown murderer. It was -not /<*» 
definitely if victim Moore had been raped. 

Captain M. T. Gonzaullas, Texas Rangers, has requested the Bureau of Identification, 
Department of Public Safety, Austin, Texas, to forward one of the bullets and a cartridge 
case to the FBI Laboratory for examination and also to forward photographs of the three 
unexplainable latent prints to be searched against the single fingerprint files. No 
publicity has been issued regarding the recovery of the bullets and cartridges, the dis¬ 
covery of latent prints, or the fact that victim Booker had been raped. No definite suspect 
has as yet been discovered. 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN - This matter will be closely followed and you will be advised of 
pertinent developments• 

ELOiKLW ‘ 
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PAGE TWO 


BETTY JO BOOKER. HOWEVER THEY DID CONTAIN MALE SEMINAL SECRETION. 
NOT DEFINITELY KNOWN IF VICTIM MOORE HAD BEEN RAPED. CAPTAIN 
GONZAULLAS HAS REQUESTED BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC SAFETY, AUSTIN, TO FORWARD ONE OF THE BULLETS AND CARTRIDGE 
CASE TO FBI LABORATORY FOR EXAMINATION AND ALSO PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
THREE UNEXPLANABLE LATENT PRINTS TO BE SEARCHED AGAINST SINGLE 
FINGERPRINT FILES. NO PUBLICITY BEING GIVEN REGARDING RECOVERY 
OF BULLETS AND CARTRIDGES, DISCOVERY OF LATENT PRINTS, OR THE 
FACT THAT VICTIM BOOKER HAD BEEN RAPED. NO DEFINITE SUSPECT KNOWN. 
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&TNSUB, JAMES MUL MARTIN, BETTY JO BOOKER, RICHARD GRIFFIN, POLLY 1/ 


ANN MOORE - VICTIMS, MURDER 
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FBI .DALLAS 5-1-46 12-58 PM MA 

S' 

Director urgent 

ATTENTION IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

ft 4 

UNSUBS, MURDER OF JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, APRIL FOURTEEN, 
LAST, AND MURDER OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLYANN MOORE, APRIL TWENTY- 

FOUR, last, mam texarkana, Texas, poliee cooperations captain 

GONZALES ADVISED THAT THE OUTSTANDING SUSPECT THAT THEY HAD DEVELOPED 
THUS FAR IN THE DOUBLE MURDER INVESTIGATION AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS, WAS 

ONE CLAUDE WESL EYS VARBLE . RACE WHITE, AGE UNKNOWN, WHO GAVE HIS RESIDENCE 

\ 

AS DALLAS, TEXAS TO CORPUS CHRISTI PD AND STATED HE WAS RECENTLY 
DISCHARGED FROM THE ^ARMY IN WOm CALIFORNIA. PLEASE CHECK NAME FILE 
IN IDENTIFICATION DIVISION FOR PREVIOUS RECORD ON VARBLE AND ALSO CHECK 



WAR DEPARTMENT RECORDS FOR PREVIOUS SERVICE RECORD. SUTEL RESULTS 
OF SEARCH. jt, 



WYLY ^ , 

END . yO 

201 PM OKK FBI WA NM 
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CHPtifc 


May 2, 1946 


"f .. 


*BO0BD, 


*%Z bok& ■ ■- # 

REBELS MAY (HE, LAST, UNSUBS, K 


f., SAC, DALLAS 


URGENT 


REBELS MAI OS E, LAST, UNSUB3, MURDER OP JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTI JOE BOOKER, 
APRIL FOURTEEN, LAST, AND MURDER OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, PQLEXANN MOORE, 


APRIL TWENTY FOUR, LiLI, TEXARKANA, 


POLICE COOPERATION* NAVI ADVL3ES 


4} CLAUDE WLSLEY VARBLE, NAVI SERIAL NUMBER SIGHT FOUR SEVEN BAS&>OUE THREE 
• DASH FIVE TWO, INDUCTED NOVEMBER TWENTY, FORT! 3Hr|& SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA. 
RECEIVED TWO CAPTAIN'S MASTS, TK0 DECK COURT MARTIALS, AND ONE MISCONDUCT 
RiuPO'.iT FOR ABSENCE OVER LEAVE, AE3ENCE .ITHOUT OFFICIAL LEAVE, MID INTOXICATION. 
HONORABLY LIE CHAR OSD MARCH FOUR, FORTY SIX, SHOEMAKER, CAILFCBJCA. BORN 
SEPTEMBER TRENT! THREE, NINETEEN SIX, AKRON, OHIO. DESCRIBED HSICHT 
SIXTY SIX AND cm HALF inches, weight one HUNDRED FORTY SIX POUNDS, 

HAIR RED, EYES BLUE, COMPLEXION RUDDY. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER NAUGHT 
EIGHT NINE BASH NAUGHT SEVEN DASH FOUR SEVEN ONE SIX. HOMS ADDRESS IftWi 
INDUCTED NINE OHS FOUR SUNSET STREET, DALLAS, TEXAS. MOTHER, GRaCE MARTHA 
VARBLE, SAME ADDRESS, FRIiMD, VERNON PRITCHETT, TWO EIGHT TWO T O KINGSTON 
STREET, DALLAS, TEXAS. VARBLE*S FORWARDING ADDRESS WHEN DISCHARGED NINE 
ONE TWO WEST NINTH STREET, DALLAS TEXAS. NAVY RECORD IDENTICAL ITH 
NUMBER FBI TWO NINE SEVEN ONE FOUR THREE NIKE. CONFIRMING. * 
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fFtv. W BUREAU OF tNVFSIU^ilQN 

, - ' i :• ART WENT Of 1U3TICE 

uOMMUHlGATIONS SECTION 


(ik) j’i'J - 

teletype 
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DALLAS 


^DIRECTOR URGENT 


5-1-46 


7-12 PM 




UNSUBS, MURDER OF JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, APRIL FOURTEEN," 


LAST, AND MURDER OF RICHARD L.'" GRIFFIN, 


POLLYANN MOORE, APRIL 


TWENTYFOUR, LAST, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE COOPERATION. REFERENCE 
DALLAS TELETYPE MAY FIRST FORTYSIX SENT AT TWELVE FIFTY EIGHT PM 
REQUESTING THAT THE WAR DEPARTMENT RECORDS BE CHECKED FOR INFORMATION 
RELATIVE TO C LAUDE WESLEYjvARBLE . TEXAS RANGERS NOW ADVISE THAT SUBJECT 
VARBLE WAS DISCHARGED FROM THEJJAVY AT THE US NAVAL SEPARATION CENTER, 
SHOEMAKER, CALIFORNIA ON MARCH FOUR FORTYSIX, HIS SERIAL NUMBER THpU^HT 

to be mmm eight four seven dash four three dash five two. Di|m^i^ 

CHECKING WAR DEPARTMENT RECORDS. PLEASE CHECK NAVI DEPARTMENT A$5? TJ ^ ' 


EIGHT FOUR SEVEN DASH FOUR THREE DASH FIVE TWO, 


FURNISH ALL BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THIS INDIVIDUAL BY TELETYPE. 

s' 
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UNSUB, MURDER OF JAMES PAU1/T4ARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER 4-14-46, 
MURDER OF RICHARD l/gRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 4-24-46, TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS. MISCELLANEOUS. 

APPROXIMATELY NINE FIFTEEN PM, MAY THIRD LAST , VIRGICSTARK, A__ 
FARMER AND DEPUTY SHERIFF RESIDING NINE AND ONE HALF MILES NORTH 
TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS, KILLED INSTANTLY WHILE SITTING IN 'HIS HOME, 

BY UNIDENTIFIED ASSAILANT WHO FIRED THROUGH WINDOW FROM OUTSIDE. 


MRS. VIRGir'STARK, 


HIS WIFE, WAS IN OTHER ROOM AT TIME AND UPON 


HEARING HIS BODY FALL, ENTERED THE ROOM AND IMMEDIATELY STARTED 
TO TELEPHONE FOR HELP. WHILE STANDING AT THE PHONE SHE ALSO 


WAS FIRED UPON AND RECEIVED TWO WOUNDS, 


ONE BULLET PASSING COMPLETELY 


THROUGH NOSE, AND THE OTHER BREAKING HER JAW, WITH LATTER BULLET 
LODGING UNDER TONGUE. SHE WILL RECOVER. OFFICERS RECOVERED 
BULLETS AND BLOOD SPECIMENS WHICH ARE BEING FORWARDED BY AIR MAIL 

TO LABORATORY AND ARE UNDER IMPRESSION BULLETS ARE TWENTY TWO 

dANDlum 3 \ 

CALIBER AND POSSIBLY FIRED FROM AUTOMATIC WEAPON IN VIEW OF I'wsk 

SMALL PATTERN OF BULLET HOLES IN WINDOW SCREENS. NO POSITIVE / 


CONNECTION BETWEEN THIS MURDER AND MURDER MENT^ED IN^TLE^Bj#£ J c 
SAME INDIVIDUAL BELIEVED RESPONSIBLE _ g f f‘^*D^PRESLEY ! OF THE f ( 
DALLAS OF^CE AND H. S. HALLETT OF THE LIT'?SJ''RpG& 0PPI '8 Dfl"»1 r w OFF&CE 
WERE CONTACTED BY/SHERIFF W. E. DAVIS OF MILl/r^O., ARKANSAS, ft, ff ) 

**&$%&*& C (i ’ 3-*-***^ 11 ' 






M6 PAGE TWO 

FOR ADVICE ANd ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH COLLECTION OF * 
EVIDENCE FOR EXAMINATION BY FBI LABORATORY, AND ARE MAINTAINING 
CLOSE CONTACT WITH SHERIFF DAVIS. STARK REPORTEDLY HAS NO 
INMMK ENEMIES AND IS CONSIDERED ONE OF MOST POPULAR MEN 
IN MILLER COUNTY. 

MORLEY 

END 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Offici 

TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


? Memorandum • united states government 


•— 0r 


THE DIRECTOR 

Edw . A, Tgmm 

RE: UNSUB, Murder of James, 
(J)Martin, et al, Texarkdnd 
_ Hiscelleneous 


DATE: 



May 7, 1946 


xas 



, Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Hendo n*" 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn TamT 
Tele. Room__ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandv 


jkc * 


ri& 


Your instructions have been transmitted to Mr, 
Wyly by telephone • He is contacting the Mayor in 
Texarkana, Texas, and in addition, has been keeping 
Special Agent W, D, Pressley at Texarkana to be 
available should action become justified in this 
case • 


Wyly will also advise the Mayor that upon 
your instructions, he is keeping a Special Agent 
at the Sheriff’s office to insure immediate attention 
to any Federal angles developed • 


EATiDS 












am, am fwk 

Director, FBI 

0 

JAMES PAUL IttSHS And BETTI JQM 
MJfilffiR. {Burma File # 9$ »I66 g y> - 


May 10, 1946 


MSB, Victims 


IS O* 1mm tlgatlsn of the above-entitled murder which occurred 
soar Tax&rkateA, Texas on April 14, 1946 oorawylng which a amber of IsbTs tory 
examinations htetea baan and* and other aaaletwtto* ia baing rendered to the 
State Aathoritias, there waa found in tha automobile being wed by the viotiss 
at the time of the murder, a black cord which appears to be a eo-called •wind 
cord* for a Ban's hat. This word apparently waa not the property of either of 
the dfttei oar of the ear ewner and accordingly is auspeetad of beihg a cord 
from tike hat of the unknown subject oosmittlig the murders. Inquiry has baan 
nsda in Washington and infcrnatlaa has been obtained to the effect that the 
firm of Robert Cuahnan and Coepanjr, 10 Washington Place, Sew fork 3, Wee fork 
and tha fit* J. B. MMt, 715 Broadtewy, Sew fork 3, Mew lark are the prinoig# 
suppliere of emrds, ribbons and other hat findings to hat nanafacturare in tbs 
(felted states. 

The referred to cord is being forwarded to yon under separate cover 
by registered mail and it is desired that an agent Immediat ely contact the 
referred te fires in an effort to ascertain any available information concerning 
the cord £.e., the type and make of hat for which the cord was supplied, its 
color, ete.V In view of the importance end urgency of this case. It la desired 
that this be given immediate attention. Following these inquir ies the cord 
should be returned to the laboratory marked for Bureau File #9jWd ti M h. 
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sac, r. lias 
Director, F I 


UU303S, SSOHDsa CF dm&MSUUMIM^ 

mnMkJkmm^U^, Momma, 

"OF RICHARD K^SUFFIR, mMJMMttiaRE, 
4-24-46, TBUSKJiBA, t-Bsr 
PC5L1CE COOPERATION. 


. May 7, 1946 


I 


Reference is made to your teletypes of Kay 1» 1946 and to the Bureau’s 
of May 2, I946, la connection with the above-entitled case. 

V' 

7ou era advised th4t e search of the files of the Bevy Department disclosed 
jl I * record for Claude Aesley^xarble under Icqflwriiil #R47-43~52# which shows he wae 
/ <1' inducted November 20, 1943, at ohreveporwieuisiana, through Local Board §2, 
Shreveport, Louisiana* Qa January 10, 1944, he was advanced to a storekeeper 
third class while assigned to the United states Bevel Training Station, San Diego, 
California. lie was transferred on Mcy 13, 1944, to the IBS Carolta (1X-152)* 

Varble received a Captain's Mast cm June 13i 1944, for being absent over leave 
from June 6 to June 7, 1944* For this he was given thirty days restriction* A 
misconduct report appeared in his file which shoes he was incapacitated for duty 
from June 7 to June 8, 1944 because of using alcohol. On September 6, 1944* he 
was transferred to the U S Luzon and on February 5, 1945# he completed hie Vsval 
training course as a storekeeper second class, Varble was transferred February 23, 
1945* to the IBs PC-48 for duty end *as advanced to storekeeper second class 
March 1, 1945- He received another Captain’s Mast on hay 9, 1945, for being drunk 
and disorderly. Varble was again restricted to the ship for thirty days and warned 
that a Summary Court Martial would be recommended If there was a recurrence of this 
offense. On September 18, 1945, he was transferred to the Receiving station Navy 
.#926 for reassignment and on December 7, 1945, he received a Deck Court Martial while 
on the URS Vanderburgh (APB-43) for intoxication and inability to perform his duties 
an November 29, 1945* He was sentenced to lose liberty on shore and on foreign 
station for a period of ten days and to lose 432*00 of his pay for one month* He. 
was transferred Jamary 15, 1946, to the Port Director, Sure, Japan, for further 
transfer to Yokosuka for further transfer and transportation to the United States 
for discharge. Cfc February 9, 1946, he received a Deck Court Martial for being 
absent over leave seven hours and twenty minutes on February 7, 1946, for breaking 
arrest and for being A#GL February 7 to February 3, 1946# for a period of twenty }■" 
three hours and fifty minutes. For this he was sentenced to be reduced to the ’next' 
inferior rating* On February 26, 1946, he was transferred to the Discharge 'intake^ 
Station at Seattle, Washington. Varble was honorably discharged March 4# 
the United states Naval Personnel Reparation Center, Shoemaker, California!^ ^ ^ 
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SAC, Dallas 


May 7, 1946 


the description, of this individual as it appears in his ftavy record la 
set out below* 


Address when discharged 
I< ext of kin 


Bate of birth Sept sober 23* 1906 

Place of birth Akron, Ohio 

Height 5'6 a M 

Weight 146 pounds 

HsLr Red 

Ryes Blue 

Complexion Ruddy 

Social Security #089-07-4716 

Hone address 914 Sunset Street 

Dallas, Texas 

Address when discharged 912 West 9th Street 

Dallas, Texas 

Uext of kin Grace Martha Varbla, mother 

914 Sunset street 
Dalles, Taxes 
Vernon Pritchett 
2822 Kingston Street 
Bailee, Texas 

k search of the asms indices of the Identification Division disclosed e 
fingerprint record for one C. wJfvarble, with aliases, #**01-2971439, who was found 
to be identical with Claude r.eeXagr Varllc. k transcript of his criminal record le 
enclosed herewith. 


Enclosure 


Mr. ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tarrnn” 
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Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennington” 
Mr. Quinn Tamm" 
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CHP:ifc 



cc-isr 


62-80861* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmits the following message to:“ 

f > - 7 


UKQSHT 


MIX Ik, X9h6 


-i 

•^7 


SAC, LITTLE BOCK 


I 1 UNSUB, MURDER Of FtBL^IAlXIM, BEKT HOOKER, APRIL FOUKTKBI LAST, MURDER Of 

! & <§> 

RICHARD QRIFflN, POLL? ARM MOORS, MARCH TRENT! FOUR LAST, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, 
POLICE COOPERATION, LOCAL NEVSfATBR DISPATCH DAHMJHED ATOKA, OKLAHOMA 
MAX THIRTEEN REPORTS ARREST OF CHARIER Ay^OLEMAN AS SUSPECT IN CAPTIONED 

, i 

AND OTHER MURDERS VICINITX OP TEXAKAKA AND ALSO AS IDENTIFIED BI MRS. W. E. 
V—MAHMOUD AS HER ASSAILANT. SUTKL ALL INFORMATION KNOWN TO XOU RE INVOLVEMENT 
(V COLEMAN AMD IDENTIFICATION AS PARTICIPANT IN TEXARKANA MURDERS. SUTEL 
ALSO SUNUAKX OP ALL DATA KNOWN TO XOU RE MURDERS IN TEXARKANA AREA AND 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO SUSPECTS. CONDUCT NO INVESTIGATION TO SECURE 
ABOVE INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT IN TOUR POSSESSION. 


HOOVER. 


K, 7 


grrov 4,1 v 


CJMtKKf 


tlKDSDBD 

i.. * 

) INDEXED 

«S*»4 




itr. Toison ^ApiftS DESTROYED 

/IT. E. A. TamrfT^ UrAW 

ir’ Coffe yl" ~~ - n WQV X© 196^ 

Olavl n 1 X NUV GLlREi 


Mr. Toison_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Hr. Clegg_] 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Trac y 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
V. Pennington 
r. Quinn Tamm' 

t. Nease_ [ 

\ss Gand y 


"Mih BUREAU OF INVESflGAflON 
V S DEPARTMENT OF JUST CE 

OOMCCIFfCATlONS- SECTION 

, )JAY( 14 13-0 

^ T ELE TYPE 



SENT VIA 
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Consigned to: 


Director, Dept, of PubUc Safaty 

Bu r of l d e n t. and Recorda - 

Camp Mabry, AugtAn 9, Texas 


List of Contents 


PC-17111 FA Q1 One bullet marked «T n and IV". 

Q2 One cartridge case marked "JFR. 


Jo Beokerj James 
- Vjntlsifl^.-Murder. 


REGISTERED KAIL 


V- 




Mr. Harbo, 7641 
Mr. Conrad, 7142 
fl Mr. Downing, 7601 
Mr . Si zoo , <T326 
Mr. Baughman, 712 
. Mi. Pf a Brian, 7318 
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ECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: Mail Room, place date" oT shumieftf anf registry number; Shipping Room, she 
e of shipment and. initial thi ee; then return it to person whose name is checked in column a 

ht. AftdVi tii.s checked n^rn.e ffMAeen initialled, invoice should be placed in*,administxative file 
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"jifc_ LABORATORY -* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


To: April 26, 1946 

Hr, Homer Garrison, Jr. * ' 

Director Attention* Mr, Cion H, McLaughlin 

BepcrtPient of Public Safety Chief 

C«ap iabry, Austin 9, Texas Bureau of Identification 

and Records 

This re;K>rt serves to confirm and supplOBent theSureau’a telegram 
to you dated April 23| 1946* ' 

\ l \ Jc»bft "Edgar Hoover, Director 


Unknown Subject) 

Dotty Jo Booker and James Paul 
Martin - Victims) Murder) 

April 14 , 1946 


Examination requested by: 


Examination request 


Addresses 

Letter 4 - 19-46 


YOUR FILE NO. 


FBI file no. 
1 _ LAB. NO. 


Firearms (Duns and Ammunition) 


Specimens: 


\WPWJAJP IBI Jtr 

PSSL 71 U IA 


01 One bullet (narked "T* end M IV U ) found near body of victim* v : 
w2 One cartridge case ( Marked n J Hi M ) found 156 feet from yioWfe f s 


body* 


Result of axarfdnatiefti 

The rifling characteristics appearing on the bullet specimen, C;l, 
sere found to be most similar to those appearing on bullets fired from the 
caliber .52 Colt automatic pistol. It is pointed out that the Colt-type 
weapon is the only AssrloaoHaade weapon having six lands and six grooves 
with a counterclockwise twist* Thera are, however, some foreign made weapons 
having the same general type rifling characteristics as the Colt. 


, ToIson_ 
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• NicW B tt t 
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The position of the extractor and ejector raarkB on the cartridge 
^ ( ar0 i&e flUoas appearing on cartridge eases fired fro 1 ®'-the 
*35 coli adtdm^ilc-^ype pistols. 


(Coat’d next page) 



iH- >v . 








* jf 

X 
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A 


The bullet epediaen, 01, and too cartridge care, Q.2, ware compared 
adcroiicopically with oil octoparabLe bullet* and cartridge canes presently 
nalntalned in the Laboratory’s National Unidentified Aaannition Pile but no 
Identification was effected. 

Specimens 01 and Q2 are being returned to your office under 
separate cover via registered mil. 
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t EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE^ 
TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST™ 


. i .40,1010 Laboratory Work Sheet 

4-23-46 c.'oc 
1.43 J-4 


Re: Unknown Subject; 

Betty Jc Booker and James 
Paul Martin, Victims 
Murder, April 14, 1946 


Aid 


A. . .. L 

L_rl 



File # 95-16625-1 

Lab. # PC-17111 FA 



Homer Garrison, Jr., director, £ept. of public Safety 
Examination requested by: Bur. of Ident, and Records, Camp Ha.bry, Austin 9, Texas 
Atti Glen H. McLaughlin, Chief, Bur. of Ident. and Records 
Date of reference communication: Let er 4/19/46 Date received: 4/22/46 abc 

Examination requested: Fireams (duns and Ammunition) 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: ZBAUSRS 




.v* 






Specimens submitted for examination 



01 One bullet (marked "T" and ’’IV") found near body of victim. 

^2 One cartridge case (marked ,! JFR") found 156 feet from victim* s body. 
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HOMER GARRISON. JR. 


JOE S. FLETCHER 
ASST. DIRECTOR 


GLEN H. MCLAUGHLIN 




TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION AND RECORDS 
CAMP MABRY 
AUSTIN 9 

April 19 , 19 ^ 7 y 


Mr. j. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
XJ. S* Department of justice 
Washington, D* C. 

Attention; Technical Laboratory Firearms Examiner 


COMMISSION 

GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM 

CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST 
J. PRICE MADDOX 

COMMISSIONERS 
IN REPLYING PLEASE REFER 

TO FILE NO. ) 


f 




Ve &3i 


Dear sir; 

0- 

On the morning of April l4, 1946, two young people, Betty jo Booker, white 
female, age 15, and James pauPTiartin, white male, age 17, were shot to death 
near Texarkana, Texas. Several bullets and fired cartridge cases were found 
in the course of the investigation of this double murder. These bullets and 
cartridge cases have "been examined here in the Technical Laboratory of the 
Department of public safety, and it is our opinion that all of the bullets were 
fired from the same gun; and the cartridge cases show extractor marks which 
indicated that they were all extracted from the same gun. 

One of these bullets, which is marked "T" on the nose and "rv" between the nose 
and the cannelure, and one of the cartridge cases, which is marked "JFR” and 
"E7" on the side, are being forwarded to you by Registered Mail. The fired 
cartridge case was found near a pool of blood about 156 feet from the point 
where the body of james paul Martin was found. The bullet was found at the 
same location that Martin’s body was discovered. 

It is requested that an examination he made of these articles, and that this 
office he advised of any information which your files may reveal which would 
indicate the type of gun in which and from which the cartridge case and bullet 
were fired. 

it is further requested that the bullet and cartridge case be searched through 
your files in an effort to identify the gun which fired this cartridge case and 
bullet. , 


PoJ~ 


A ^ 

*■* A*' 


\n& 


yours very trulj$? 


Homer GarrJimpjrvV Direci^or 
Department of public safexy ’ 
f f)r\ / yv; / /i [S 


1;11 ] 
cc* Mb. M* T- Gonzaullas, captain 
Company "B". Texas Rangers 
c/o sheriff’s office 
Texarkana, Texas 


By: 

Glen H> McLaughlin, 'chief >\ 

Bureau of identification and^fjpcorpLs 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IB 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


TO : COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


im 


ROUTINE 


M j» t flipt OOiXBORt JR* 

Transmit the following message mmttWmW 


.) | ~) C ,- f;ey 

SB BOOKER AND MARTIN MURDER. BULL 


DSItm t PtBUG SAFRTT 
MBST 
91, TWML, 

ETSNTIONl MR* Ottl R. BbLURXLXN 


SB BOOKER AND MARTIN MURDER* BULLEtSUaCTTro BEARS ROTE® CHAMCTF&ISTIBB 
SXMHAR to THOSE ON BULLETS FIR® FROM CAtpFR THIRTYTMD COLT AUTOMATIC WV0S8 • 
BKTRACTOR A® EJECTOR MARKS ON CARTRIDGE CASE SIMILAR TO THOSE OR CART*®® 
CAS® FIS® IN COLT T HXB TTTRO AUTOMATIC PISTOLS. CHECK THROU H UfflDFNTIFIED 
AfflfUNITION FILE NEGATE®. HBPORT 


HOOVER 


RKtAlX 


PC-17111 FA 


O /' 


COPIES PEST&U A&M 
11 NOV 16 1964 




Mr. ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mir. Ladd _ 
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Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy__ 
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Mr. Egan__ 

Mr. Gur nea_ 
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STANDARD FO^M NO. 64 J ^ V ‘ ’, ' ^ •—.- ' 

Office Memorandum • united stated governme ^^ > ^ 4 


MR. BAUGHMAHx 


May 8, 1946 


HARBO 




SUBJECT; 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ■& 

JAMES PAUL'MARTIN, BETTI JO BOOKER, RICHARD GRIFFIN, 
POLLY ANN!MOORE - VICTIMS; 

MURDER. Texarkana, Arkansas - Sheriff's Office. 


Mr, ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr, Glavln_2 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr, Nichols "~ ~ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr, Hendo n 
Mr, Perming to n_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss 'Gandy_ 


This case also involves the more recent killing of Starks and mss’b^- 

the wounding of his wife last week. SAC Morley telephoned me at 9:35 AM msi cLiy^i; 
today concerning the wire which we sent to the Sheriff last night reporting 
on the examination of the cartridge cases forwarded to us in the killing of 
Starks. He felt that the wire might have been ambiguous in its reference to^tne- 
fact that the cartridges might have been fired either in an automatic or a 
revolver. ^ 

Confirming my oral conversation I would like to have you look into 
this and in the event there is any ambiguity which can be cleared up, we should 
do so today. 

Morley pointed out that in the presence of State Police representa¬ 
tives the Sheriff had stated he wanted to forward all the evidence in these murders 
to the FBI for examination rather than to the State Police laboratory. For that 
reason.and the additional reason that the case is of outstanding importance in 
that part of the country Morley feels that the case should be given expeditious 
and thorough handling. I assured him that it would. 

With reference to newspaper reports that a flashlight found at the 
scene of the killing of Starks had been sent to the FBI Laboratory, I checked with 
Mr. Tracy who said the flashlight was examined last night. No prints were 
obtained and a wire so advising the Sheriff is being transmitted by him this morning. 
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CC - 150 


v j^ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
unHed STATES DEPARTMENT OF justice 


! -x3~ 


TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


May vr , 19*6 
Mr. «* H. Piwl aj 


ROUTINE 

PREPAID 


)- 6 ~' 


JAMBS Piut mtrw AMD Bum JO BOOJtE§ RICTUS KURDS. HAT ACCESSORY 
JS- CMAKU FACTURSR3 AMD DSAlttS UNABLE TO IDB3TIFY HAT COED OR DBTBRMINB 
MAKE 0* HAT ON NBXC8 USED. BELIEVE HAT WAS EITHER (BAT WITH BLACK 
BAND OR BLACK HAT. CORD POSSIBLY CAME FROM LARGE SIZE BAT POSSIBLY 
SEVEN AND THREE EIGHTHS OR SE7SM AMD ORE HALF. REPOST AMD EVIDENCE FOLLOW. 


Bowie County 
Boston. Texas 


HOOVER 


95-16625 

TDBiAL 


to* . 

fA t y 

/ 


Mr. To Ison_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 

‘ Mr. Nichol s - ~ 
Mr. Rose n \S 
Mr. Tracy_ 

4Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
. L5r. Pennington - 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

\jss Gandy_ 


! ^ ' COOTS DESTROYED 

_ 11 NOV l«r 4 W 6 -.. . . 

( 8. OtPAHUUNf JUSIICf 

y <D/ f CEV^r.TfflK 



n» 

s ' \ : Ua a • 


a V; 


SENT i 

, -i/ V:, 
Mi ,C 


\ may r/m$ 

via ry v.v uftfoi 


l/tf 


n • ' P M Per. 
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FBlJs^rfETTLE ROCK MAY 13, 1946 11-34 AM CST f\fa HHP 



UNSUB, MURDERS. . RICKARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, MARCH TWENTY- 

FOUR, FORTYSIX. JAMES PAUL aARTIN, BETTY JO BOOKER, APRIL FOURTEEN, 

O') 

FORTYSIX. VIRGIL STARKS, MAY THIRD, FORTYSIX. POLICE COOPERATION. 
REBUTEL MAY 14. 


FIRST MURDER --- RICHARD L. GRIFFIN AND POLLY ANN MOORE, VICTIMS, 
WERE FOUND AT APPROXIMATELY EIGHT FIFTEEN AM, MARCH TWENTYFOUR, 
FORTYSIX. EACH HAD BEEN SHOT ONCE IN THE HEAD. IT IS BELIEVED 
THAT THEY WERE SHOT WHILE -IN THEIR CAR. ONE BULLET AND TWO CAR¬ 
TRIDGE CASES RECOVERED. NO LATENT FINGERPRINTS OR OTHER EVIDENCE 
DEVELOPED AS IT RAINED ALL THAT NIGHT. 




SECOND MURDER — JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JO BOOKER, APRIL FOUR- 

* 

TEEN*, FORTYSIX. MARTIN FOUND DEAD ON COUNTRY ROAD SIX A. M. AFTER 
BEING SHOT FOUR TIMES. BETTY JOI BOOKER FOUND ONE AND TUBES FOURTHS 

WAS fig* 


MILES FROM MARTIN AND 


TIMS CAR WAS ONE AND ONE FOURTH MILES FROM MARTIN AN^$REE MILES • ^ 


FROM BOOKER. SIX CARTRIDGE CASES AND WBB FOUR BULlETS^WERE OB-^- rf'V 


TAINED WHICH HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS SEEING FIRED FROM SAME GUN USED 




/QL 


M 








PAGE 2 

IN MURDER NUMBER ONE, IDENTIFIED AS THIRTYTUO AUTOMATIC SPANISH 
TYPE, SIX GROOVES TO THE LEFT, THREE UNIDENTIFIED LATENT FINGER¬ 
PRINTS, ONE BLACK HAT CORD. BOOKERS S«AXAPHONE IS MISSING. BOOl 
ER WAS CRIMINALLY ASSAULTED, HOWEVER, UNABLE DETERMINE IF MOORE 
WAS ASSAULTED AS UNDERTAXER HAD EMBALMED BODY BEFORE OFFICERS 
COULD COMPLETE INVESTIGATION. 

MURDER NUMBER THREE — VIRGIL STARKS, MAY THIRD, FORTYSIX, A 
FARMER RESIDING NINE AND ONE-TENTHS MILES NORTH OF TEXARKANA, 
ARKANSAS, ON HIGHWAY SIXTYSEVEN. HE WAS SHOT TWICE IN THE BACK 
OF HIS HEAD WHILE SITTING IN DEN READING. ASSAILANT ALSO SHOT 
MRS. STARKS TWICE WHEN SHE WENT TO THE TELEPHONE TO NOTIFY 
SHERIFF. IT IS BELIEVED THAT SUBJ. CAME INTO THE HOUSE AND LEFT 
WITHOUT DISTURBING ANYTHING AFTER HE DID NOT FIND MRS. STARKS. 
MRS. STARKS WILL LIVE AND IS IMPROVING STEADILY. A TWO-CELLED 
FLASHLIGHT. WAS FOUND ON LAWN WHERE SUBJ. WAS STANDING. THREE 
TWENTY-TWO CARTRIDGE CASES FOUND, ONE BULLET REMOVED FROM MR. 
STARKS AND OTHER NOT LOCATED. ONE BULLET PASSED THROUCH MRS. 
STARKS- NOSE, WHICH WAS RECOVERED. ONE LODGED UNDER HER TONGUE 
WHICH HAS NOT BEEN REMOVED. PHOTOGRAPHS OF FINGERPRINTS AND 
FOOTPRINTS FORWARDED TO BUREAU. BUREAU ADVISED THAT EXAMINATION 
OF CARTRIDGE CASES INDICATES A TWENTY-TWO COLT WOODMAN AUTOMATIC 








* » <£ 


PAGE 3 

OR SIMILAR TYPE GUN FIRED THE CARTRIDGES. ONE PALM PRINT OF VALUE 
DEVELOPED. ALL EVIDENCE FOR MURDERS NUMBER ONE AND TWO FORWARDED 
TO BUREAU PUBLIC SAFETY, AUSTIN, TEXAS, AND EVIDENCE FOR MURDER 
NUMBER THREE FORWARDED TO BUREAU. 


THERE ARE NO KNOWN SUSPECTS AT THE PRESENT TIME. CHARLES A. COLE¬ 
MAN ARRESTED IN PARIS, TEXAS, ON MAY ELEVEN, FORTYSIX, FOR RAPE AT, 
ATOKA, OKLA., AND REMOVED THERE, GAVE INFORMATION THAT HE WAS IN 
TEXARKANA ON NIGHTS OF MURDERS NUMBER ONE AND TWO. THEREFORE, 
CONSIDERED AS A SUSPECT. HOWEVER, HIS STORY HAS BEEN VERIFIED 
AND HE HAS BEEN ELIMINATED, COLEMAi\jwAS IN COLORADO ON NIGHT OF 
MURDER NO. THREE. THERE IS NO DEFINITE PROOF THAT SUBJECT OF 
MURDERS NO. ONE AND TWO COMMITTED MURDER NUMBER THREE, HOWEVER, 
THEY ARE BEING CONSIDERED JOINTLY AND SEPARATELY. 


END 

12-4D PM OK FBI WA 
Oniled Meat. 
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JAMES PAUL MARTIN. BETTY JO BOOKER, MURDER. REBURTEL MAY FIFTEEN 

. ■ L ' " T" 

FORTY SIX J. B. MAST AND ROBERTS, CUSHMAN & CO., INC., UNABLE ^ 
TO IDENTIFY HAT WIND CORD BUT HAVE SUGGESTED OTHER MANUFACTURES, 


WHO MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE. THESE LEADS PRESENT^ BEING CHECKED yVND 
WILL SUTEL RESULTS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT^^ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


CC - 150 



Hay 15, 1946 

SAC, MW TURK 


URGENT 


TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message 4o: 

jambs rtmfvuttu, Bsm jo^osai, nxm. belst mx tehth. 

SUTEL RESULTS OF COWMW SITE J. B. UOt A® HOBS* CUSHMAK OOMFAKISS, 
CONCERNING HAT WIND CORD* 

HOOVER 


TDBtAL 


)/"L til) 



COPIES DESTROYED 



11 NOV 16 1964 


Mr. Tolson__ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_^ 

AX. Olavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichol s 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennington - 
Mr. Quinn Tamnf 

Mr. Nease_“ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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Federal bureau of investigation 

TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI 


+ 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
Transmit the following message to: 


SAC, DALLAS 


' AY 21, 1946 
URGENT 




i 

4" 




-r 


REURTSL MAY TUS4TT FIRST UHSUB, ITUliTSS OF JAM'S PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE 


/•- 0 . <D 

ObOOKI®, APRIL FOURTEEN LAST, hllD HURDHR OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 
U APRIL 7mm FOURTH LAST TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE COOPERATION. FINGERPRINT 
‘ RECORD LOCATED FOR ONE HOMER LISTING, BORN SPENCER, LOUISIANA, MARCH 
. FIFTEEN NINETEEN TWENTY SIX, FINGERPRINTS OF THIS INDIVIDUAL COMPARED AITH 
LATENTS III INSTANT CASES, NEGATIVE RESULTS. ON 1&SZS OF INFORMATION FURNISHED 
IN YOUR TELETYPE KO FINGERPRINT RECORD LOCATED FOR MAJOR S. C#^03I'IS0N. 


SUGGEST ADDITIONAL INFORMATION SUCH AS FULL RAIDS AND DATE OF BIRTH OF THIS 
INDIVIDUAL BE SUBMITTED FOE FURTHER SEARCH. SZAfiuI OF FB'GZRKIIMTG OF KXTIG 
T'SiOUGH TILS FAILED TO DISCLOSE CRIMINAL RECORD FOR THIS INDIVIDUAL, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING KINGS NAVY RECORD BEING SENT SEPARATELY. 
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Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Acers_ 
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LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


VIA AIR MAIL 


m? 10, 1946 


Mr. W* T*fl»- 
Sheriff of Miller County 
Texa kana, Arkansas 

There follows the report of the FBI Laboratory giving the results 
of examinations conducted on evident* received from ymr offloe. This will 
confirm and supplament the :h» reaa ’ a telegrams of Slay 7 end S, 1946* 


Unknown Subject 
Virgil Starks (Deceased) 
Mrs. Virgil Starks, victims 
Murder May 3, 1946 
Texarkana, Arkansas 


John Edgar Hoovsr, Director 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 


Examination requested by: 


Examination requested: 


Addresses 

Letter 5/4/46 


NO. ' 

.,,v P0-M82* DB 

r,CO* v ' P9-17232 I® 
<7 *’>17233 FA 
»*■ PC-17240 BV 


Cheaiccl - Microscopic - Ft reams - Footprint - T1retread 


£: K W - Q14, Two aartr 

lix. Glavlt T Q15, One rertr 

Gr. wlchol a ~ z Kl, Sample of soil. 

lir. Rosen__ 9 w 

Mr. Trac y 

Mr. Carson_ 

'felSSea- Also submitted* Thr-e His peeks. 

Mr. barbo_ 

Sir* Hendon 

£: SKISEEiHIJLTS CF SKMUkATTCRSt 

Tele. Room_ 

.Mr. Mease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

.Mss Sandy- QC - JltUS !*><& 


ql, Five pieces of linoleum, numbered #1 through #5, 

Q2, Portion of brown wrapping pap*r, 

Q3, C rtain from righ Kitchen window, 

04, %>rtain from left kitchen window. 

W5, Ons vtal of dried blood from the hall at bathroom door. 

Q6, One rial of liquid blood from the southeast -soiner of a small room. 
*7, Ons sample cf hair from top 'of kitchen table. 

Q3, (bte plaster -must of tire tread from railroad track. 

09, Tire tread Impression. 

010, Plaster oast of footprint. 

Oil, One oaliber .22 bullet from trie left window sill. 

*12, One bullet takers frea the neck of Mr, Starks* 

013, One bullet of unknown origin. 

014, Two cartridge oases fros outside of house, j 

Q15, One cartridge ease from near firing point. ■ 




c c*» Dallas 


( Tont * <5 next page) 






The three ballets referred to above as specimens 0L1, Q12 and Q13 
sere found to be most similar to caliber .22 long rifle Western lubaloy 
bullets, these specimens were too mutilated to ascertain definitely the type 
of weapon from wM oh they mere fired. There ie some Indication, however, that 
they may have been fired from a weapon with a barrel having six lands and grooves 
with a left hand twist. This would Indicate that they were fired from a eillber 
.22 Colt automatic pistol or caliber ,22 Tolt revolver. There arc no individ¬ 
ual microscopic markings prssent on these bullet specimens suitable for compari¬ 
son purposes in the event a suspect weapon la recovered. 

The three cartridge cases referred to above aa specimens Q14 and <21$ 
are Western ^uper-X caliber ,22 long or long rifle cartridge cases, T ese were 
compared microscopically with each other and it waa possible to identify them 
as having been fired in the same weapon and that they have been loaded into and 
extracted fro® an auto loading weapon similar to the caliber ,22 dolt Woodsman 
pistol, 

Aa a result of grouping tests conducted on the human blood appearing 
on the piece# of linoleum, specimen Ql, it was ascertained that this blood was 
derived fro® an individual belonging to International Blood Croup *0", the 
human blood contained In the two vials, specimens 05 and 06, was determined to 
have been derived from an individual belonging to International Blood Group *0 B , 
Two email spots of human blood were also found on the brown wrapping paper, speci¬ 
men 02} however, the amount of blood on this paper was too limited for a grouping 
determination. Preliminary chemical testa for blood were obtained on the right 
kitchen window curtain, specimen Q3, but the amount of stain thereon was too 
limited to confirm the presence of blood or to dote mine it# origin, Mo blood 
was found on specimen Q4, 

Traces of soil were found on the pieces of linoleum numbered 1, 2, and 
3 and also on specimen Q3. The soil on the number 1* and 3 pieces of linoleum 
was different in color from JC1 but was contaminated with blood whi ch may have 
affected the color. The amounts wore too small to analyse and compare. The soil 
removed from the number 2 piece of linoleum was different in color and other 
character!sties from K1 and did not come from the same source. The trace of s 11 
on the curtain, 03, was too email to compare with Kl, 

Specimen 04 contained a trace of cobwebs and Insect material and a 
small sliver of wood, the significance of which is not known. The pieces of 
linoleum numbered 4 and 5 contained no soil of value. No further material of 
significance was found on the curtains. 

No hair was found in the folded paper, specimen 07} however, one 
dark purple wool fiber was found in the cellophane wrapper in which the paper 
was contained. The source of this fiber is not known. 

The questioned footprint impression listed above as Q1Q was made with 
a left shoe, the size of which is approximately 9k to lOf. From the submitted 

PO-17223 Pag# 2 












oast i t appears that the front portico of the outer sole has bean out or tom 
away exposing the inner sole and stitching* Further bade free the toe portion 
of the oast another portion of the outer sole appears to he folded bade. Mo 
Identifying narks were found on the heel Impression to deterslne the make or 
style of heel* Should the shoe which made the questioned impression be lo¬ 
cated, It is believed that an identification with the questioned impression 
may be possible, if tile shoe has not been worn too much since making the 
questioned impression. 

Nothing of value was not«d as to the footprint impressions on the 
please of linoleum listed above as Ql. 

The tire treed Impressions, Q3 and C9, are similar In style and design 
to the "Allstate" passenger oar tire, The exact else of the tire was not deter¬ 
mined because of the nature of the oasts. The Impressions appear to be near the 
eisee 5*50 x 17 and 6t00 x 16 or larger* "Allstate" tires are sold by the Sears 
foebuok and ioapaoy stores* 

The exposed film contained in the three film pecks submitted by you has 
been developed* The negatives with two prints each are being returned to you 
under separate cover* 

The submitted evidence, specimens Ql through Ql$, Kl, and the negatives 
and prints mentioned above are being returned to you under separate cover via 
railway express collect. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United States Department of Justice, 
Washington 25 D. C. 


Attention: Federal Bureau of Investigation - Laboratory. 




,<rf> v 


<%irs: 


\ 


. 1\ 
V 


v\ 


'A 




>0 

\ • 


\ 


S* I wish to advise that on 3 May 1946, Virgil Starks was murdered 

Shy an unknown subject who fired two 22 daliber bullets through screen 
^jffire and glass window penetrating the victim in the back of his head, 
ilis wife was also shot twice, however, she is not dead at the present 
ffcime. 

. -Y 

^ I am transmitting under separate cover 5 pieces of linoleum 

^ which contain blood-stained shoe prints and one plaster cast for com- 
lv . parison purposes* There is also being transmitted film pack which 

contain the undeveloped film of photographs taken of the blood impressions 
as well as the foot impressions made in the soil. Also there is being 
.<4 inclosed one small box of soil for comparison with the soil found on 
the linoleum containing the blood prints. There is also inclosed here- 
' with two plaster casts of automobile tread which was developed and is 
'believed to be the treat of the automobile used in the get-a-way. 

1; vi> It is requested that these casts be examined and, if possible, 

advise the size and make of tire. 



There is also transmitted one set of window curtains which were 
removed from the window in which the subject made his intrance and 
escape from the house after firing the shots from outside the house. 

It is requested that they be examined for any foreign material that may 
have been left on these curtains by the subject. There is inclosed 
herewith hair found on top of the kitchen table and it is requested 
that this be examined as to what type of hair it might be and information 


if any that would be of assistance in conducting this investigation. 


Also there is inclosed two vials of blood collected, one fer^he husband 


and the other for the wife. It is requested that this bApb& be typed 
so that their blood type will be known and if in the 
are locai/ed it will be possible to make comparisons • htrmwwRt 
£} SpOPIES DEST'U OXM / 
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expert there is inclosed two 
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W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER CQUNTY, ARKANSAS 

☆ 

TEXARKANA. ARKANSAS 

bullets that were fired into the room in which the husband was sitting. 

The 22 slug found by Clavin Davis in left window sill ricbcheted off 
the wall after penetrating Mrs. Stark’s nose. The slug located by 
Dr. Decker Smith from the neck of Mr. Yirgil Starks is also inclosed. 

Three cartridges cases are being inclosed all of which were found in 
the vicinity from which the shots '/ere fired. It is requested tint the 
cartridge cases and slugs be examined and any infoimation developed 
from your examination be furnished me for assistance in conducting this 
investigation. There is also inclosed a slug of unknown origin and 
it is requested that this slug be compared with the two known slugs 
in an effort to determine if they were fired from the same gun. 

There are being inclosed herewith three film pack marked No. 1, 

2 and 3, initialled WDP and HSH, which contain exposed film of the 
blood foot prints, mud impressions and the interior of the house 
as well as the window through which the bullets were fired. It would 
be appreciated if you would furnish me a copy of the photographs developed 
or the negatives so that additional copies could be made. 

There is also transmitted a portion of brown wrapping paper 
on which there is believed to be blood, which paper was located just 
outside the window through which the subject entered and escaped from 
the house. It is requested this be compared with blood types of 
the two victims to determine whether or not it is some of their blood 
that has been tracked out of the house. 

All of this evidence was colleated by Special Agent W. Dev/e y 
Pressley, Dallas Field Agent, and Special Agent Horace S. Hallet, of 
the Little Rock Field Office, who were requested by me to assist in 
the collection of this evidence. I have personally viewed all this 
evidence, however, they have followed the continuity of tjie receipt 
of this evidence. 

An early reply to this would indeed be appreciated. 


















•w 15, Jgfc6 

^ Aalj( 

!•:**. '■«* 3 # Dwia 
sheriff of Siller ouatgr 

Itoar-i&na, jurkamaa 

Sir vIltGlI. STSUHES - VICTIM 
PUltSm, JAT 3, 1346 

3y dear sheriff* 

deference is node to ay letter of day 10, 1946, in 
reply to your letter of Any 4, 1946* warding latent finger¬ 
print exaenin&tionss ottsductadi. in eo anie ct lm with your investigation 
of Ue abovo-eatitled case* 

Too. are adriaed that three latent £ inferprisst© war© 
received Oil "ay 14, 1946, fro® the Department of Public afety, 
Austin, Terns, in connection with a case entitled "Betty Jo 
Docker, 4mm "soil Hariia, Viottaej "Smancam, Texas, 4ar-dar*'* 

These iapreaalsna could not o* compared with the latent pals 
print developed in the Gtarka awr isr, insanasti as it is not 
possible to cooper* fingerprints with pals prints* Acoordiagly, 
should you desire to sutodt the nmm or fiae»priRt3 and pain 
rrists of any possible suspects in connection with these nurdors, 

I shall be pleased to cause the appropriate ooapariaons to be 
conducted* 

This report is famished for your confidential tsfChsstioa* 

Assuring you. of sy desire to im of assistance in these 
natters, I ast 




Sincerely yours. 


,;-Hi > 

uw Jdte Edgar flower 
Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 5—7—46 12:00 NOON 
Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: VIRGIL STARKS-VICTIM 
MURDER 
May 3, 1946 

Specimens: The following specimens, submitted for latent fingerprint examination. 
One flashlight ' 

One back of a chair 
One pack of exposed film. 

Two sets of fingerprints of victim, VIRGIL STARKS, submitted for 
ccmparison with any latents developed, as elimination prints. 

It is requested that any latents developed be compared with the 
unidentified fingerprints of the JAMES PAUL MARTIN and BETTY 
JOE BO KER slaying of April 14, 1946 and the fingerprints in the 
case of RICHARD GRIFFIN and POLIY AM MOORE, March 26, 1946. 

Examination requested by: If. E. Davis, Sheriff, Texarkana, 'Ark.o 

Date received: 5-7-46 arib 

Date of reference communication: 5-4-46 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Robyalc 


4 ? 

Number : ^L / 


CC: Dallas 
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W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

ir 

TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 


4- May 1946 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover,. 

Federal Bureau of Identification, 
Department of Justice. 

Washington 25 D. C. 

Attention: Single Finger Print Section. 


Sirs : 




, v „ . . . 

I wishlo advise that on 3 May 194-6 at approximately 9:00 
PM, Mr. Virgil^tarks was murdered and his wife shot twice; she 
being now in a serious condition. 

\ 

I am transmitting herewith the back of one chair and it is 
requested that this back be examined for any latent finger impressions 
that ma:y exist thereon. There is also inclosed one film pack of 
latent finger prints throughout the house and it is requested that this 
film pack be developed to ascertain whether or not any impressions 
are of sufficient value for identification purposes. If any finger 
impressions are sufficient for identification purposes, it is requested 
that these fingerprints be compared with the unidentified finger prints 
of the James PauxMartin and Betty Jo^Hooker slaying of April 14-, 

194-6, and the finger prints in the case of Richard^Sriffin and Polly 
Anrf^loore, March 26th 194-6. These prints were forwarded by the 
Department of Public Safety, Austin, Texas, for the murders that 
occurred in Texarkana, Texas. 


I am inclosed herewith finger prints^.qflV 
ation purposes and as soon as M^>p0&arkS -'is^ap, 
printed, her prints will be forwarded for fcPimin’ 



„_,,_elimirf- 

r pf- r heW^ finger 
purposes. 

There is also being inclosed'Iferewith one flas^^ght that was 
found on the same spot in which th^^hooting occurre^j^hd it is requested 
that this flashlight be examined for’ any latent fin&^r prints that will 
be of assistance in this investigation. 

All of this evidence was collected by Special Agent W.. Dewey 
Pressley, Dallas Field Agent, and Special Agent Horace S. Hallet, of ) , 
the Little Rock Field Office, who were requested by me to assist in 
the collection of this evidence. I have personally viewed all this /,(/ 
evidence, however, they have followed the continuity of the receipt .v., - c v- 

'4 


of this evidence. 


An early reply will be appreciated. 



Sheriff, r^j 
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THE ATT9RHET QSWA'AZ " 'J-T 

John Edgar Hoover ireotor,[federal 


t 

May 7, 1946 

bureau of Investi'-'crtion 
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lith reference to our diecueeton concerning the ease 
involving the several murders at Texa rkana, Texan, I wanted to 
| advise /sou that I have inetructei!' tUTspecial Tgeni in Charge 
' 0/ mj ;alias office to immediately contact the layer at Texarkana 

and to assure ft fit that in the event any federal angle is developed 
in this case, the ureau mill take immediate action thereupon, Ae 
a matter of fact, through my Little Each and Tallas offices f have 
been keeping in touch with this situation and on Saturday, an 
Arent of the ittle Hock office and an Agent of the Dallas office 
assisted the fher iff of : ill or County, Arkansas, in eelleeting 
evidence for examination by the FIT Laboratory• The Special 
A cent in 'charge at Tallae is keep in- a i pedal Agent at the 
sheriff *b off toe at Texarkana, "^exae, in order that he will e 
available to take tmnediate action in the event the facts develop 
any violation of a Federal rtatntc within the Bureau*s jurisdiction* 


t aopeare from the facts reaching me to date that the 
unknown subject of thtv ncxe on April 14, 1946, murdered Jauem 
Pattrrfyxrttn and Hetty JofC&ooker* or* A rtl 84th apparent*# toe 
sane person murdered Pick Griffin and pally mH™P»ofk* On 

the ntcht of lay 9rd, Vtrgil@5tark, a fattier and deputy sheriff 
residing nine and one-half riles north of Texarkana, Arkansas, 
mas ktiled while sitting in his home. The unidentified assailant 
fired through a window* His wife was in another room at the tine 
of. the shooting and upon hearing his body fall, entered\the room 
anc atr-empted to telephone for help • while start din? at the telephone 
she was fired upon and received two wounds, one bullet passing 
through her nose, the other breaking her Jaw• It i expected that 
I'rsm tark will recover* The bullets, blood specimens and other 
evidence have been forwarded to our Laboratory for examination* . 
While there io no possible connection between these various cases, 
local officers believe, in the light of all the facte, that the 
sane person is responsible for then* 



T will advise you of any additional i formation received 
ne in this situation* 



W 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION^ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


KBCOBORD 

6 - 3-46 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 


WXBR AM3WKR 


Unknown Subject; 
Virgil Starts, VioUa 

MUR0BR 

Ifcxarkana, Arkanea*. 


File # J 95-3b68©r- 

Lab. # PC-17434 FA 


Examination requested by 


. W, £. Davie/ Sheriff of Hiller Co., Jbxarkena, Ark, 


Date of reference communication: letter 5*3iW6 Date received: 6-1-46 

keg 

Examination requested: Fleet me (C)UKB Mid Ammi tlon) 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: ZIBJKHS 


Specimens submitted for examination 


S3 One bullet end one earbrSd^e oeee fired fros oaliber .22 re volver 
taken fror. It. f>. Marine*, Shreveport, Louleiona. 


/ 

: /- 












CC - 150 


I FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI^k 
IGNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS™E 


TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


Hr* Vi. 3* Davie 
Sheriff of Miller C< 
Texarkana, Arkansae 


URGENT 

PREPAID 



Ra STARKS MURDER CASS* BIMAN BLOOD GROW* 0 ON LINOLEUM. BLOOD IN BOTH VIALS 
GROUP 0. HUMAN BLOCD CW TRAPPING PAP® INSUFFICIENT TO GROUP. THREE BULLETS 
SIMILAR GILESES TWENTY TWO LONG RIFLE WESTERN LUBALOY. SO MARKS THEREON SMCTABLE 


K)R COMPARISON PURPOSES. INDICATION THE! MAT HAVE BESS 7QUBD FROM TWEWTTWO 
COLT AUTOMATIC PISTOL OR ROTOLVBl. THREE CARTRIDGE CASES IDENTIFIER AS FIRED 
IN SAHE WEAPON. SOIL AND HAIR EXAMINATIONS NEGATIVE. NOTHING OF^IGNIFIGANCE 
ON CURTAINS. EXA1H NATIONS CONTINUING. WILL ADVISE. 

Room 


PC-17228 DB 

17232 DB 

17233 FA 
17240 BV 

ftHUAAT 


COPIES DESTROYED ^ v 
11 NOV 16 19^4 


BK-7X 


9 194: 


II, 8. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNtfiAT IONS SffiTIQN 


. ToIson_ 

. E. A, TaawT 
• Clegg 

. Glavln_ 

. Ladd 
. Nichols 

, Rosen_ 

, Tracy_ 

, Carson_ 

, Ega n 

. Gurnea__ 

■ Har&o • 

. Hendo n 
. Pennington 
. Quinn Tamnf] 
. Nease 

5S Gandy__ 


MAY ?JM6 

WE^’VWN f mr(V 




SENT VIA. 


%(T 


/ * V- 6/0 

(r - ’ (f M 


@ l v U V 







Texarkana, Arkansas 


dr kiMte mmm case, question© footprint impression as shqsn m cast made bi 

LEFT SHOE APPROXIMATELY MIME AND ONE HALF TO TEN AND ONE HALF IN SIZE. FRONT 
PORTION OF OUTER SOLE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN CUT OR TORN AWAY AND ANOTHER PORTION 
FOLDED BACK. NO IDENTIFYING HARKS TO DETERMINE MAKE OH STYLE OF HEEL. MAY BE 
POSSIBLE TO IDENTIFY ^UESTI NED IMPRESSION KITH KNORN SHOE 1? SHOE NOT WORN TOO 
MUCH BEFORE FOUND. NOTHING OF VALUE ACTED AS TO FOOTPRINTS ON PIECESOF 
LINOLEUM. TIRE TRIAD IMPRESSION SIMILAR IN STYLE AND DESIGN TO ALLSTATE 
PASSENGER CaR TIRE. EXACT SIZE NOT DETERMINED BECAUSE OF NATURE OF CASTS. 
APPEARS TO BE NEAR SIZES FIV FIFTY BY SEVENTEEN AND SIX HUNDRED BY SIXTEEN OR 
LARGER. 

HOOVAR 


URGENT 


P 



COPIES DESTROYED 
11 NOV 16 1964 


IX. ToIson_ 

IS*. E. A. Taming 

Lx. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

lx. Ladd_ 

I.Ir. Nichol s 

Mr. ho sen_ 

lx. Tracy_ 
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mi s 1946 

ME. ®. B«. BAVIa 
SHERIFF/ KILLER COtfiSTX 
TMkWjm 'mjmits 


it4ms mimm case. mac CAKfianGE oases bsar- gMSuctoic meal iiDiCATiisu 
this m,m mm loaded ihtg awl extracted from automatic «sapok similar-to 

OQLf IfflMMIMM PISTOL. 
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, Tolson_ 

E. A. 'Tamm_ 

Clegg_ 

, Coffey_ 

. Glavln_ 

■ Ladd 
Nichols 
Rosen 
Tracy_ 


Carson_ 

Ega n 

Gurnea_ 

Hendo n 
Pennington_ 
Quinn Tamm__ 
Nease 


. Miss Gancty^ 


■isJutr,*. 
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CC-151) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS' E 




JL■ 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


MAT 8 , 1946 



< / .j/ Transmit the. following message to: 


SAC, LITTLE ROCK 


S* 


1 RELET MTSB MI FOURTH M W, E. DAVIS SHERIFF, ISAEfifillA,ARKANSAS, VIRGIL 


F/'U 


STARK S VICTIM MURDER* HO LATENT IMFHESSIGIS GF VALUE DEVELOPED OS 
FLASHLIGHT OS BACK OF CHAIR* ORE LATENT PAIM PRINT OF VALUE FOR COMPARISON 
PURPOSES APPEARS II H1QATIVE HB QBE. SHERIFF DAVIS HOT ADVISED 
TELECEAPHICALLT, 


HOOVER 


JRsCJO 



Mr. ToI son_ 

Mr, E. A.-Tamm 
Mr. Clegg ' 

Mr, Coffey^_ _ 


Mr. Q la r I n 
Mr. \* ji d c*. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr, 


Michel s 
Rosfcn _ 
Tr&cy _ 
C a r »a _ 
ah «r h o 


COPIES DESTROYED 

~iX NOV 16 1364 


Mr . Heisdon___ 

Mr. MeGaifft _ _ 

M t , M urn ford __ 

Mr, F i p e r ___ 
M. r, Qui a a T.r mm 
Mr. N«? a £ ® ■ 

M i & a G&ady _ 


SENT WA_ 


th & DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SEOTiOf! 











STANDARD FORM NO. 64 , Ji- \ 

■ W‘ -9 '■■ 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


: THE DIRECTOR 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


Edw. maim 


May 8, 1946 






Mr. ToIson ^ 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_ 

.Mr. Coffey_ 

Me. Glavl n~7^ 
'M? Lad (U. >r3g 

V.Wft£ 

IMr. .Tracy_ 

r Mr.. Carson_ 

■WtvEgan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Penning to n__ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_” 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_. 


Mr* Wyly called me back yesterday afternoon to 
confirm the fact that he had talked to Mayor W . 

Newell Hartness of Texarkana. Texas . advised him 
that the Director had called him, Wyly, instructing 
him to Gontact Hartness to inform him that the Bureau 
would stand by, alert to take immediate action in the 
event any Federal violation developed* 

Hartness told Wyly he knew there was no Federal < 
violation involved in this situation but he was merely~ 
frantically clutching at every possible straw, 
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6th Victim Found 


TEXARKANA, Ark., May 7 
(UP) —T he umangled body of a 
man was found sprawled on the ; 
t racks of the Kansas City & South- 1 
e rn Railroad, 14 miles north^ o f 
h ere today. leading harassed po - 
, l ice to believe a cold-blooded phan- ; 
v t om killer had claimed his sixt h; 
victim^ ' t 

ritate and county officers ,were 
led 'to the man’s body as they 
workedvfeverishly to clear up the 
mystery\pf two double slayings 
and a third attempted double-■ 
murder that % had terrorized the 1 
Texarkana area for the past six ! 
weeks; \ • ; 

Body Moved Afterpeath 

Authorities suspected murder in 
the latest death when a coroners 


a cross the_rail& . He was identified j 
as^arl ClifflMcSpadden from a f 
social security^card. ' I 

Dr. Frank G. Engler, Little 1 
River county (Ark.) coroner, said ] \ 
the body showed no signs of 
bruises which would have been 
caused by a plunge before a mov¬ 
ing freight train. There were no 
gravel marks which would have 1 
been accumulated by, a rolling fall 
under the train. Engler said one < 
arm and one leg were severed, ■ 
and there was a deep cut above 
one, eye. 

All-out Manhunt Continues 

,' The freight train passed the 
spot where the body was found 
about 5:30 a. m. and the body 
w£,s found 30 minutes later. 

Meanwhile, an all-out manhunt 
continued in Texarkana and sur¬ 
rounding territory on-the heels 1 
I of the slaying of 36-year-old Virgil i 
Starks at Homan, Ark., Friday 
night. Starks was slain with two 
well - aimed .22-caliber bullets 
through the head while he sat 
listening to the radio in his neat v 
farm home. His wife also received i 
,two shots in the head when she i 
! attempted to telephone for help J 
after finding her husband dead. 

I She was not killed. 5 
\ Two couples were' slain on coun¬ 
try lanes near Texarkana within L 
10 days of each other in March 
and April, each with two t ,§8$ali- j 

. j_hp.y sho ts through thei^y ea lslfe, , 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm. 
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SAC, Dallas 
Director, FIJI 

BBKSO H SUBJECT; MURDER OF JMSS PAUL MA&TIH, 3ETTX JOE 

iimm , aphil u, 1946; iurier of richard l. griffin 

POLLY A* IK MOORE, APRIL 24, 1946* TEXARKANA, TEXAS 
POLICE CX> DERATION 


May 23, 1946 


h 


Reference is made to your teletype of May 21, 1946, 
naming Komar Leo King and Major S* C* Robinson as possible suspects 
in connection with the above-entitled oases* 


Confirming and supplementing tbs Bureau's wire of 
May 21, 1946, you are advised that a search of the name Komar Lee 
King through the alphabetical name files resulted in the location 
of a fingerprint record for one Honor Lee King, bom Spencer, 

Louisiana, on March 15, 1926* The fingerprints of this individual 
were compared with the latent fingerprints previously developed in 
the instant cases, but no identification was effected* 

On the basis of the information furnished in your teletype, 
a search of the name S* 0* Robinson through the alphabetical name 
files failed to disclose any fingerprint record for such an individual* 
An additional search was made through the Jar Department records and 
resulted in the location of fiagtarprinta of one sterling C* Robertson, 
who is probably identical with the individual named in your teletype* 
The fingerprints of this individual were compared with the latent im¬ 
pressions in these cams with negative results* 


search of the finc^prints of King through the main finger¬ 
print files has failed to disclose a prior criminal record for this 
lading 

in Information concerning King's Naval record is being submitted 
separately*: 

CV- 
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Mr, ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm” 
Mr. Cleg^ 
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Kay 

^a- got ^- - 2 ? 

ar* Baser Garrison, Jr* 
Qlwetar 

nepai$Mot of Public Safety 
AustiJ% Iteas 


'"ear r, OarrUwn* 



A.IE lOIL 


tteatlent Ufr* (Baa B* Kclaughlin 
chief, ainm of 
Identification and Records 


Bat SETTi JO TOUSM, JAKES PAUL BART2H 
VICTOR; SUBZEftj TEXAuKAHA, TEXAS 
AtfcIL 13, 1946 




Reference is taadt to your letter of lay % 1946, 
outsitting tea© photographs of latent tupreseiooe for «*aai- 
nation in connection with your investigation of the ab owfen titlod 
case* 


You are advised that the photo, raphe were enan&nedLtoat 
none of the latent iaprossiooe appearing therein contains sufficient 
krfcail to peredLt cdasstfioatLon and search through this Buroaa*a 
single fingerprint fils* Howeve r, three latent fingerprints appearing 
in the photographs contain a sufficient nuwbor of characteristic points 
to pewalt identification ty comparison* Accordingly, the photographs 
are being retained for Incl u s ion in the Burees** fuse arid should yea 
desire to submit the a nee or fingerprints of any saepeots in cob* 
noction with this case, I shall be pleased to cause the appropriate 
corapsrisons to be conducted* % Zn 


This report is furnished fur your confidential inforaatiorw 


Mr, ToIson 


E. A. Tamm"" 

Class,_~ 

Coffey,_ 

Glavin 

Ladd 

Nichols " 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Carson_ 

Etfan 


. Hendon_ 

. Pennington 
. Quinn TamraJ 
Nease 


Assuring yen of ny desire to bo of aselstenag In the£|, 
mtters, I as ■, as 

^ j£ 

Sincerely yours. 


ZCt Little Rode 


Miss Gandy_ 
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John I’dfiar Hoover 


Irector 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


62443 


Date recorded: 5-22-46 11:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: re- UNKNOWN SUBJECT; larder of JAMES PAUL 

MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, April lourteen 
Last, and Murder of RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLL' 

ANN MOORE, April Twenty-four Last, Texarkana, Texas 



Specimens: POLICE COOPERATION 

It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspects HOMER LEE 
KING, and Major S. C. ROBINSON, be compared with latents in connection 
with instant cases. 


Wire answer. 


Examination requested by: sag, Dallas 
Date received: 5-22-46 rmd 
Date of reference communication: 5-21-46 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: Examination by:Latona 

A/crrnMs (/kts 


$ » J* *4* f L .*ry 

h ‘ rm axM: / f 

SYi/GA4&W Si* 

. _ <~s M 

\__ *c**f*& -at, - £ j” } 






J&jL&uSxjd- 6^ 

iyidy, A -**v, ( 

r - 

</> 


iv~tM 




/Sk^s> t/ *u 
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: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


<sm& mi mm tm mm 

JO BOOK2R, VIC7/XJ MuRDiR. 


KIFIDIf I 


File # OX& H g 
Lab. # PC-17359 Ft/ 


bmtyzr 


Examination requested by: , 1. V. Fmlljr, Sheriff Of ]}©*io County, Boston, T«XftA 

or 214 $ Mr Street, feaarkem, Texas 

Date of reference communication: latter 5/6/46 Date received: 3 / 10/46 Abe 


Examination requested: l&Oro (Fiber#) 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: ZBQOIfll 


Specimens submitted for examination 


<33 Blaek hat eor<t. 
eo 8000ton 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 5-14-46 3:00 PM 



Single Fingerprint Report 

Case:RE: BETTI JO BOOKER, JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICT IM S Number 
MURDERj Texarkana, Texas, April 13, 1946 


Specimens: Three photographs of latent impressions, submitted for fingerprint 
examination. 


Examination requested by: Homer Garrison, Jr., Director, Department of Public 

Safety, ou. of Ident. and %cords, Austin, Texas 
Date received: 5-14-46 Att'n.j Glen H. McLaughlin, Chief, bu. of Ident. and 

amb Records 

Date of reference communication: 5-9-46 


Examination requested: fingerprint 


Result of examination: 


Examination by: Robyak 


CC: San Antonio 


io 
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HOMER GARRISON, JR. 
j DIRECTOR 

JOE S. FLETCHER 
ASST. DIRECTOR 
GLEN H. MCLAUGHLIN 



CHIEF 



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION AND RECORDS 
CAMP MABRY 
AUSTIN 9 

May 9, 19^6 


XT'—. 



COMMISSION 

GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM 
CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST 
J. PRICE MADDOX 
COMMISSIONERS 



IN REPLYING PLEASE REFER 


TO FILE NO. 


* 

2 * 

50 





_ -AIRMAIL - 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



We are enclosing photographic copies of the only unidentified latent finger¬ 
prints which wereobtained from the automobile occupied by double murder 
. victims, Betty JcMB ooker and James Pau£*r4artin, at Texarkana, Texas, on or 
about April 13, 194-6’ 


We shall appreciate your having these latent prints searched through your 
single fingerprint files, and this office advised at your earliest convenience 
of the results of this search. 





Thanking you for any assistance you may be able to give us in this matter, we 
are 


& 


11 

Ends. 


- ^ v 

/ 


Yo urs very truly. 


Homer Garrison, Jr., Director 
Depat^aSep^ of Public £afety 

By /i Sf/ ^ 

GTen H. McLaughlin, Chief 
Bureau of Identification and Records 
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May 9, 1946 

Sr. W. B. Davis 
Sheriff 

Texarkana, Arkansas 
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>,/ EEi STARKS MURDER CASE. SOT POSSIBLE TO DETERMIBE SSETHER LEFT FOOT ZHFKSSSIOI 

■n' J f 

CAST AND PHOTOGRAPHED OS GROUKD IDENTICAL WITH FOOT IMPRESSIONS IK BLOOD OS 
LINOLEUM. BATTERIES, BUI* AND REFLECTOR OH INSIDE FLASHLIGHT EXAMIHEB BUT 
TO LATEST IMPRESSIONS DEVELOPED. 
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X TEXARKANA ARK MAY 9 1946 9J6A 

/J EDGAR HOOVER 

FBI US DEPT OF JUSTICE 

/RE: STARKS MURDER CASE. IS IT POSSIBLE TO STATE THAT LEFT 
FOOT IMPRESSION CASED AND PHOTOGRAPHED ON THE GROUND TO BE 
IDENTICAL WITH FOOT IMPRESSION IN BLOOD ON THE LINE0LUM 1 ,WERE 


BATTERIES IN FLASHLIGHT EXAMINED FOR 


LATENTI 



W E DAVIS SHERIFF TEXARKANA ARK 


■M 




//V 
// • 





1158A. 




.Tcfi 














STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




• ^ 




# • .*^**¥*. ' .;•;>' > v> ' 1 

■ ' -^F 

Office Memorandum • united states government 1 vl| 


to : 2/5. E. A, TAMM 

FROM ‘ ’: A H ■ ROSEN ^ K— 

subject ,(JtemekaiMmurders 


date -.5/85/46 


Mr. qi 

J called Dallas with reference to the Texarkana 
matter and spoke to SA Raines and he advised me that he Jjfe/ 

had been in communication with the Los Angeles office ana rfpiFM 
he understood a wire had been sent by Los Angeles to the 
Bureau. He also advised me that the Los Angeles office / \ 

had been instructed to keep the ^Bureau informed of all {£} 
developments. 

ACTION TAKEN: I impressed'upon him the necessity of 
keeping the Bureau advised of all developments, that it was 
our purpose to not conduct an investi gati on of the murders 
but to run out any information that had been furnished to 
showing that Baumann, allegedly a psychopati c , has either g Cgffip 
pulled a hoax or knows something about the murders. In any 
event we should satisfy ourselves that the story is a hoax v 
as it appears to be. 


r. Tolson ■'- 
r. E. A. T&mT 
r. Clegg 

r. Coffey._\_ 

r. Glavi n 

r. Ladd_ 

r. Nichols 

r. Rosen_ 

r. Tracy__ 

r. Carson_ 

r. Egan 
r. Hendon 
r. - Penningtajt 
r. Quinn. 
ele. Rooi ftr j . 
r. Nefesy >/ ,. 
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L’v^ FBI. DALLAS 5-24-46 3-15PM EE I \S . J T V%\^ 

Y'/vti IRECTOR ROUTINE . \ ^ 

o tr 0 ' \ 

l|jV UNSUB, MURDER OF JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BE0Y JO BOOKER, A£RIL FOURTEEN, 


-24-46 


3-15PM 


F ORTYSIX, MURDER OF RICHARD L.^RIFFIN, POLLY ANN 


mSORE, 


APRIL 


TWENTYFOUR, FORTYSIX . TEXARKANA, TEXA S , POLICE COOPERATION. IN VIEW 


CF LONG 


TITLE AND THE FACT THAT CONTINUOUS 


CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING HAD IN THIS MATTER, IT IS RECTI 
CODE WORp/tEXMUr'W SUBSTITUTED FOR THE TITLE IN THE FUTURE. UNLESS 




ADVISED TO CflWTRARY 


RECEIVED, ALL FUTURE CORRESPONDENCE WILL 


BEAR THE CODX WORD TEXMUR„ LEANING TEXARKANA MURDERS. 


WYLY 


0 


SE11 
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. 4-16 PM OK FBI W/fcft DC MFT 
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mspjrRQM LOS A 13 

vlllRECTOR...ATTENTM 


7-47 


MR. ROSEN 


x \ ! UNSUB, MURDER OF JAMES RAUL^MARTIN, BETTYSJ© BOOKER, APRIL .. L 

.\\ —.- —— & - yifct? 

' FOURTEEN, FORTYSIX, MURDER OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN J { 

^OORE, APRIL TWENTYFOUR, FORTYS|X, TrXARTANA, TEXAS. RE DALLAS 
\ /TELETYPES MAY TWENTYFOUR. LOS PMMT ANGELES POLICE ADVISED THEY 
s " HAVE IN CUSTODY RALPH BARNEY$B*UMANN, WHO STATES THAT HE WAS IN 
TEXARKANA FROM MARCH TWENTYFIVE UNTIL MAY THREE, FORTYSIX, 


AT WHICH TIME HE LEFT BY 


AUTOMOBILE, HITCHHIKING, AND 


WHILE RIDING IN A CAR ON HIS WAY WEST HE HEARD HIS DESCRIPTION 
BROADCAST AS BEING WANTED FOR MURDERS REFERRED -TO AS QUOTE 


LOVERS LANES MURDERS UNQUOTE. AFTER 


CONSIDERABLE 


QUESTIONING HE CLAIMS HE 


BtttfU&UU 


DOBS NOT REpMBER WHAT HE DID PROM 


DATE OF ARRIVAL MARCH TWENTY FIVE TO MAY THREE, WHEN HE LEFT 

mmm texarkana. he claims that on march twentyfive he went 

^ TO THE WNW TEXARKANA THEATER AND WAS OBSERVING A PATHE NEWS 


SHOWING THE ACTIONS OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC AND HE OVERHEARD PEOPLE IN FRONT OF HIM SAY IT WASHOVER- 


ACTED. HE ACCOSTED THESE PEOPLE AND TOL ^flffi IT mSj. A 
WHICH A FIGHT STARTED AND HE WAITED OUTS^E ^^THEjSfi^NTn! / 
THESE PEOPLE CAME OUT AND FOLLOWED THEM TO fl§EIR HOME^ASUlTDOES 


if ; 


END 0F PAGE 
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PAGE TWO 

NOT RECALL RETURNING THERE AND COMMITTING ANY ACT OF VIOLENCE* 
CLA I MS TO HAVE BEEN CONFINED I N A PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL AI - 

JAUaTca~PLAN s. MASS. _1M NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT, HAVING BEEN 


PLACED 


18 . MASS . M i NINETEEN THIRTY EIGHT, HAVING BEEN 
THERE BY HIS PARENTS. HE CLAIMS THAT HE STAYED IN 


THE WOODS ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TEXARKANA, AND DOES NOT RECALL 
EVER HAVING STAYED IN A ROOM OR WHERE HE ATE WHILE HE WAS THERE. 


RECALLS COMING TO ON MAY THIRD AND 


WONDERING WHAT HE 


j HAD BEEN DOING IN TOWN FOR A MONTH. DISCREPANCIES NOTED IN 
, \ HIS STORY BY PRESS RELEASES EXPLAINED BY SUBJ. AS STATING THAT 
! HE MEANT A TROLLEY MOTOR BUS INSTEAD OF A STREE TCAR W HEN *HE 
STATED HE RODE A STREETCAR IN TEXARKANA. AS TO PRESS RELEASES 
CONCERNING THE STORY THAT HE ATE A WATERMELON IN HOBART, ARKANSAS, 


SUBJ. 


DENIES EVER HAVING MADE A STATEMTNT TO ANYONE, 


INCLUDING NEWSPAPER REPORTERS. ALSO DENIES HfiVING MADE STATE¬ 
MENT THAT HE TOOK TWO VICTIMS TEN MILES FROM TEXARKANA IN 
DESERT. IS UNABLE TO RECALL EVER HAVING MADE LATTER TWO STATE¬ 
MENTS CONCERNING WATERMELON AND DESERT TO ANYONE DURING RECENT 
INTERVIEWS. ACCORDING TO AUTHORITIES HERE SUBJ. BILLING TO 
WAIVE EXTRADITION. DESCRIBED AS TWENTYONE YEARS, FIVE FT. 
EIGHT, ONE FIFTY TWO LBS., RED HAIR, FRECKLED FACE AND NECK, 
GREEN EYES, DISCHARGED FROM CAMP SHELBY, MISS. MAY TWELVE, 

END OF PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 


POLICE RE- 


FORTYFOUR WITH BAD CONDUCT DISCHARGE. ACCORJMflG M POLICE 
CORDS HERE, Hi SUBJECTS NAME IS ROBERT R. < ~CARNEY. fV| NO. 


FOUR ONE TWO NAUGHT FOUR FOUR EIGHT, HAVING SERVED TIME AT MC- 


ALESTER, 


OKLA. AND LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS. LOCAL POLICE 


AUTHORITIES IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH TEXARKANA °OLICE AND SU¬ 


PPLYING ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION TO THEM. 


HOOD 


DALLAS FIELD DIVISION ADVISED 


ACK PLS 


<C < 


e^ 









'Director, FBt 




mmmm sgsrscsi mwa imams 

KH® OOOHEAfKM 


Reference ie mde to joxx telephone call to the Bureau today 
|\ naming Jess© E* Quillin, efajjElflyed by the Alcohol Hex Unit, as a possible 
\ suspect in connection with the above~eutitl@d matter. 


You as*© .advised that a search of the indices M&stained la the 
Boreas'* s I dsntification nivisteii lias resulted in the location of finger¬ 
prints Iter one Jess e ¥yer ^ ^ailli n f #FS-1916242, abossy be identical 
with tbs todiTid'^3r"i.ehtxcned in year telephone q^Ll* it* fia§erprint® 
of' Cuillic were compared with the teres Intent nnjpsrprints developed 
in tee case entitled v Betty d o^ttooker, Jamas Paul Martin, Victims j larders 
.April 13, 1946 s , but nb“'33featSSmtian© wore effected* Xnasanefa as one 
'latent pain print ma developed in the case entitled *Strgil Starks., 
tifcctSaf Harder, l!ay 3, 1946 s , it is suggested that the palm prints of 
-Quillin be obtained, if possltite, -and ftorwarded to the Single .fingerprint 
•'Section feu* appropriate comparisons* 


Quillin was fingerprinted as m applicant for jraMbitiom agent 
in. 1929 send ma again fin ; ~erprim1ed as aa.appli.cant for invssfcipitar in 
the Alcohol Hax Unit on August 23, 1939* At that tine be gave his birth 
date as May 12,- 1838, and Mo residence as 1731 Grand kmmm $ Tesarteaa, 
Arkansas* Quillin also noted that be was arrested in 1906 for fitting 
and ms fined csi© dollar by Jud^e fisdaie at Foatee, Arkansas* la 1932, 
he admitted, he was charged with striking a prisoner -and was aeqpitfced by 
Judge P* P*' Bacon at Texarkana, Arkansas* lo criminal record for this 
individual could bo located in the Bureau*® files* i 
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wmmm sb$jecisj womim smsm 
mm ns&wcm, mm sas&mamL, mat 14 , vm 
abox 3d» 1946 
mici sooKmjios 

S@fgross® is reader to the X&teat fingerarini mtwAss&tl&m 
csadtaeted is ecssw&Loa s&th the abcwo-tmiltled eases* 


1m am advised that on® latest pain prist and tiro® 
llngerprisfts reaaiu salstetills4# 2® latest .pal® prist v?as aafetettad 
% Sheriff I#. 1# liSKis, Saastsam, itelcmsm *lt& tee letter of lE&gr 10, 

1946# is eossaeteon ettfa bb® Virgil Starts® .sssccte* and the tire© latest 
flagsrprist® srer© aate&tted hjf tfaa De|3srtas®Eft of FaMie Safely, imM&, 
Hems «ibh thair letter dated .lay 9, 1946, is Mgis ®ith the Betty 
Jo® Booker and Jasae® Baal Martas. ssirdea®-, fteftetgraplss of the latent 
are being retained by tl» .Bar©s» sad shoald isi 
any sssspects in these ardar®, y©» are r©$aested to 
advise its Siagte .Pisg®rp*ist Sect&oa ia er^er that sppropriat© oaapffirisoas 
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
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^DIRECTOR 


5-24-46 


ROUTINE 


8-42 AM 




LIALL lUn nUU i ± IN £, / W . J \ 

& 4p (J 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, MURDER OF JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, 

(/) <£) 

APRIL FOURTEENTH, MURDER OF RICHARD L7 GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 

MARCH TWENTYFOURTH, FORTYSIX, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE COOPERATION. 
REBURTEL TWENTYSECOND INSTANT. IT IS REVESTED THAT FURTHER CHECK 
BE MADE ON NAVY RECORD OF HOMER LEZ/ffWG, NSN SIX THREE ONE DASH 
NAUGHT FIVE DASH ONE TWO. 

WYLY 


9-40 AM OK FBI WASH DC MFT 
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MY 25, 1946 

Mr. W. X. Bavin ROUTINE 

Sheriff of Miller County 
Texarkana, Arkansas 


t/r 



nwmmcs vxrgil stars® mtmt case aw laboratory effort mtto mi m. 

EVIDENCE IN THIS GASH SENT© YOU RAILWAY EXPRESS MAT WM. DELAY 
PROBABLY BOffi TO TRANSPORTATION DIFFICULTIES* 
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SAC, Little Rock • 1%?*, _ August 23,J^6T‘ 

John Edgar Hoover, Director, FBI * 

Unknown Subject* Texarkana Murder# ,df 

Virgil Starke, May 3 , 1946 .Jg- 

Polio# Cooperation 

Bureau File *62-80364 "' W 

Reference is made to your letter dated May 27, 1946 
covering the transmittal to the Bureau’s Laboratory of one vial of s 
blood and test bullets and cartridge cases fired frow a number of wngfrrm 1 
confiscated by Sheriff Davis in connection with hls^lnvestlgatiefc^IlF the 
above entitled case. 

Further reference is made to the Bureau’s teletype to 
your office dated June 21, 1946 and the Bureau’s letter to your offioe 
dated July 22, 1946 requesting that two calloer .22 bullets and three 
caliber .22 cartridge cases which were recovered at the scene of the 
Virgil Starks shooting be resubmitted to the laboratory in order tnat 
they may be compared with the test bullets and cartridge case*- submitted 
for examination under your letter dated May 27, 1946. * 

Since the Bureau has received no reply to these request#, 
the vial of Hood and the test bullets and cartridge oases fir d from the 
confiscated weapons by Sheriff Davl# are being returned to your offioe under 
separate cover by registered mail. In the event you desire to have these 
test specimens compared with the bullets and cartridge cases recovered in 
the Starke murder it Is suggested that the test specimens along with the 
bullets and cartridge cases in the Starks murder be resubmi ttedto the 
laboratory wnere the appropriate examination will be made. 

It is noted that the examination made of the vial of 
blood which wee submitted along with these test specimens was reported 
upon, this report indicating that the blood specimen sumitted under 
letter dated May 27, 1946 was unsatisfactory for blood grouping. 

For your information tne two bullets and three cartridge 
oasee recovered in connection with the Starks shooting were returned to 
Mr. w. E. Davis, Sheriff of Miller County, Texarkana, Aransas on May 10, 
1946 by railway express collect. :j -' 
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DEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


L-40 


PdSQOM) 

6-3-46 
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Laboratory Work Sheet 



~u 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT* TEXARKANA MURDERS; 
VIRGIL STARKS, May 3, 1946. 

POLICE GCOPEEi HON 


File # 62-80864 -37 ^ 

Lab. # PC-17441 FA 

pC-il-(^3 03 


Examination requested by: Little Rock (88-422) Ssnd report to W. E. Davis, Sit; fiff 
of Miller County, Texarkana, Arkansas. 

Date of reference communication: letter 5-27-46 Date received: 6-1-46 

kag 

Examination requested: Firearms (Guns and Ammunition) — ckoyrj • CQ»<.och«*. vn\c*1 

Result of Examination: Examination by: ZIMMERS 

('Ac DamiSL. 



Q16 One vial of J*B>t-blood from left front fender of 1935 Ford Sedan. 

K3 Three cartridge cases and one bullet allegedly fired from Remington .22 rifle 
serial ,f86737, property of Woodrow High. 

K4 One cartridge case fired 16 shot bolt action rifle, property of Bill Smith, 
Bryan Harper farm. 

K5 One caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Winchester 
Model 69 - J. Thornton. 

K6 One caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber J22 Remington 
Bolt action rifle, model 5-12; - J. Thornton. 

&7 One caliber .22 bullet and cartrid:-;e case fired from caliber.22 sawed-off 
pistol - '.fill Day. 

K8 One caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber.22 Winchester 
Repeater rifle, model 1906 - James Brooks. 

K9 One caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Remington 
rifle, model 41 - G-. II. HcKnight. 

K10 Caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Remington, rifle 
Model 34 - V. Slants. „ 


( r, re-' */ 
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RECORDED 

6-3-46 
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WEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION™ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


UN KNOW SUBJECT: TEXARKANA MURDERS s 
VIRGIL STARKS, May 3, 1946. 

POLICE COOPERiHO® 1 


File # 62-80864- 
Lab. # PC-17441 FA 
PC-17483 DB 


Examination requested by: Little Rock (88-422) Send report to '!!. E. Davis, Sheriff 
of Miller Co., Texarkana, Arkansas. 

Date of reference communication: letter 5-2 /-46 Date received: 6-1-46 

kag 

Examination requested: Fireamss (Gons and Ammuni tion) - Chemical (Bi ocher, i cal) 


of Examination: 


Examination by: ZIMMERS 

MC DANIEL 


The. hUsJ 6 l\L uJ3jls 

■Veiits . 


L'U 


Specimens submitted for examination 


Q16 One vial of 


blood from left front fender of 1935 Ford Sedan. 


Q I k 


K3 Three cartridge cases and one bullet allegedly fired from Remington .22 
rifle, serial #36737, property of w oodro’!r High. 

K4 One cartridge case fired 16 shot bolt action rifle, property of Bill 
Smith, Bryan Harper farm. 

K5 One caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Wincheater 
Model 69 - J. Thornton. 

K6 Cne caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Remington 
Bolt action rifle, model 5-12,* - J. Thornton. 

K7 Cne caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22' sacred-off 
pistol - Will <ft.il Day. 

KS One calibdr .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Winchester 
Repeater rifle, model 1906 - James Brooks. 

K9 Cne caliber .22 bullet and cartridge case fired from caliber .22 Remington 
rifle, model 41 - C-. Li. McKnight. 

K10 Caliber .22 bullet and cartridge cease fired from caliber .22 Remington 
rifle, Model 34 - V. Slants. . 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ^_^ 

.' Office Memorandum • united states 




to : Director, FBI 


DATE: May 27, 1946 


|J^FKC)M .: SAC, Little Rock 

SUBJECT: UM3JCWW<jSjJBJECT, TEXARKANA MURDERS; 
VIRGIL^STARKS, May 1946. 

Ji POLICE'COOPERATION 


ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 


Bureau File Number 62-80864 


^JL. - PA 

s Affi 

/Jp j 

fji$3 


In assisting the Sheriff, W. E. DAVIS, at Texar¬ 
kana, Arkansas, there are transmitted herewith cartridge cases and 
bullets as fired from various guns confiscated by Sheriff DAVIS, 
and it is requested that they be compared with the cartridge cases 
furnished by him on May 4, 1946, for examination. 

There is also transmitted herewith one vial con¬ 
taining dried blood, and it is requested that this be examined to 
determine whether or not it is human blood, and if possible, the 
typing. This blood was removed from a fender of a 1935 Ford four- 
door Sedan, which was parked at the Red River Arsenal. This oar 
contained four All-State tires, and it is believed that an automo¬ 
bile was in the vicinity of the STARKS home the night of the murder 
which had All-State tires thereon. 

It is requested that the results of the examina¬ 
tion be furnished to Sheriff W. E. DAVIS direct. „ , 


HSHsHHP 

88-422 
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'EDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST'IGATIOK 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit'the following message to: 




ST 29, 1946 


CC-150 




SAC, LITTLE BOCK 


REURTEL MAY TIEMTX EIGHTH ONSUB TEXARKANA MURHES POLICE COQ-PERAHOB. 

I/* FINGERPRINTS OF C* L^GORDEII FBI NUMBER ONE ONE NAUGHT THESE NINE TJO TiD 
>$, '/-tiTS NOT IOTTIFIED LATEST ITOERFEINTS SUBMITTED IN CASE ENTITLED QUOTE JAMES 

h - ■ < 3 ? <s> 

|V| ^ PAUL MARTIN. B ETTI JOS BOOKSE, APRIL FOUBSBBt KEHHEffit FQETTSIX .1®QUOTE* 

! # HOOFER 
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CHARLES A. HOLT, WAS LEE ROY KING, TRUE NAME CHARLES E. SCHOONOVER, 
NSN THREE SIX ONE TWO SEVEN THREE, FUG.* NMVTA. RALPH BARNEY 
BAUMANN LEFT NOTE. WITH 'LA NEWSPAPER WHICH STATED, QUOTE ON A 
CERTAIN DAY IN MARCH I WAS IN A TEXARKANA THEATER WATCHING A 
PATBE NEWS PIC WAR WHEN A PARTY OF PERSONS ACTED WISE AND SAID 
OVERACTING, IT KIND OF GOT ME. I FOLLOWED THEM HOME. I KILLED 
THEM WITHIN A PERIOD OF THREE DAYS. I AM/NOW IN LA AND I AM 
NOT SIGNING DUE TO WRITING IDENTIFICATION UNQUOTE. BAUMANN 

V 

APPEARED AT THE NEWSPAPER AND OFFERED TO SELL SOME MURDER INFO. 

HE WAS APPREHENDED ON MAY TWENTY THREE INSTANT BY THE MFD AND 

INFO FURNISHED BY THE SUBJ. IS AS FOLLOWS. BORN 

•; -\ - 

MAY FOURTEEN, TWENTY FIVE, BOSTON, MAS'S. FIVE EHBHT AND ONE HALF, 

1 i • 

ONE FORTY EIGHT, HAIR RED, EYES BLUE GREEN, FRSCKEES : K 

SCAR UPPER RIGHT LIP, MOTHER ALICE CARNEY, DECEASED, STEP FATHER 

' ( 

WILLIAM CARNEY, DECEASED, BROTHER THOMS CARNEY, SISTER 
ELIZABETH, ADDRESSES UNKNOWN. ENLISTED USA CAMP BLANDING> FLA, .. 

FORTY ONE, SERIAL NO.. CNE POUR NAUGHT SIX FOUR 
SEVEN FOUR FIVEl-DlSCHARGED CAMP SHELBY,' MISS. MY TWENTY SIX, 

END OF PAGE ONE 
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PAGE WO , . ' i 

FORTY FOUR, LDB.TFfO, WESTERLY, R. I., SUBJECT STATED HE r 
HAS QUOTE BLACKOUTS UNQUOTE AND PREVIOUSLY HAD ONE IN WASH*, 

D. C. HE ALLEGED' HE' WAS IN TEXAFtKANA ON MARCH TWENTY FIVE LAST 
AND HAD A FIGHT WITH PEOPLE IN THE THEATER AND THAT HE QUOTE 
WORE UP UNQUOTE ON MAY THREE AND HEARD OVER THE RADIO THAT POLICE 
WERE LOOKING FOR A RED HEADED KID* HE THEREAFTER HID OUTOON THE 
DESERT. PHOTOGRAPHS AND DESCRIPTION OF- 

BAUMANN NOT IDENTICAL WITH SUBJ. SCHOONOVER. BAUMANN STATED HE 
COULD NOT REMEMBER NAMES OR LOCATIONS IN TEXARKANA AND BELIEVES 

* - V 

HE SLEPT IN THE WOODS. ’ STORY RECEIVED PUBLICITY IN LA. 

LA INDICES INDICATE THAT ROBERT ALTON - CARNEY WAS ARRESTED BY 
THE LAPD JAN SIXTEEN, FORTYFIVE ON AN SS CHARGE, SUBJ. HAD 
NO CARDS AND INVESTIGATION INDICATED HE WAS POUR F, LDB ONE, 
WESTERLY, R. I., BCD MAY TWENTY SIX., FORTY FOUR, CAMP. SHELBY, 
mSS . SUBJ. ADMITTED THIS ARREST. NO ACTION TO BE TAKEN LA 
OFFICE. BUREAU WILL REVIEW THE ARMY RECORD OF BAUMANN. LITTLE 
ROCK INFORM LA WTH FACTS RE MURDER SUSPECT FOR INFO THIS 
-—OFFICE. 

i . HOOD , ' u . 

_ _ .-' LITTLE ROCK TO BE ADVISED 
■ - LITTLE ROCK WILL BE ADVISED 
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W&itJt JUNE 1 1^46 


M 

VIRGIL^ItARKB - WJRDSR, 


MR. WILLIAM E. DAVIS 
SHERIFF 1 MILLER CCtMTY 
TEXARKANA ARKANSAS 


FIRING PIN IMPRESSION OR CARTRIDGE CASE SUBMITJID HAY TWENTJEIOflTH UNLIKE FIRING PIN 
IMPRESSION OS THREE CARTRIDGE CASES FOUND AT CRIME SCENE, INDICATING IT NOT FIRED IN 
SAME WEAPON. LABORATORY AWAITING IffiSUBillSSIOH THREE CARTRIDGE CASES FOUND CRIME SCENE 
FOR COMPARISON CARTRIDGE CASES SUBMITTED SI LITTLE ROCK FIELD OFFICE NAY TW2NT19EVIRTH. 
REFER LABORATORY REPORT MAX TENTH ADVISING NO MIRKS SUITABLE FOR COMPARISON PURPOSES 
FOUND ON BULLET FROM WINDOWSILL, HENCE NO BULLET COMPARISON POSSIBLE. 


95-16803 

PC-17434 PREPAID 


HOOVER. 
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May 31, 1946 



6 AC, Little Bode ^ 




Mr^tor, m i^g _ c/ 1(2 

mnanm sn?uic*i tr.. *rkaha murtmis ' 


UJiKiKMW SUBJECT! TT.. ^RKASA MURDS^S 
RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, PGUX m MOQBE, MARCH 24, 1946 

TAi’K MAiWTit r/inrtro . appit. 1/ io/i 


japrs ?m iwarn, wm : m booker, april u, 1946 

VLjOIL STAE4S, MAT 3, 1946? POLICE COOPERATIGB 


Reference is Bade to year teletype of :.tagr 28, 1946, requesting 


that the fingerprints of C* L* 


lexarkana, Arkansas Polios Ospsrv* 


mant ,.4506, be compared with the latent fingerprints previously subaittod 
in ooniieetion with the abcnre-eatitled matter* 


Confirming the Bureau*# teletype of May 29, 1946, you are 
advised that the fingerprints of Oord«% who bears #S3>il03922, ^ere 
oonparod .rith the threw latent flggarprlnts previously submitted in 
connection with the oass entitled 'Vanes i-'aul liartla, Betty Jo Booker, 
Victims, "urdor, April 14, 1946*,* hut no identifications were effected* 
the pain prints of Garden are not available for comparison with the 
latent palm print previously eutmittod in connection with the Virgil 
Starks murder* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 5-29-46 1:00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: re : —» 

Specimens: It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspect, C. L. GOHDEN 
#4508, .'PB',.’Texarkana, Arkansas, be compared with the unidentified 
latents in connection with this case. 


Number:62-80864 


i3 


Examination requested by: SAC, little Rock 

Date received: 5-®-46 amb 

Date of reference communication: 5-28^46 


Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Robyak 






r 


/ 


i.. - 

^ ■ „ v* 

V's. 

\ 


SFP-27 







UNSUB, TEXARKANA MURDER S.R ICHARD L«f)&RIFFIN, POLL Y Awf MOORE, 

MARCH TWENTYFQUR, FORTYSI X. JAMES PAuip frlARTIN. BETTY JcO boQKER, 

APR IL FOURTEEN. FORTYSIX. VI RGlljC STARKS-. -MAY- TRiftfr?--FQRT-¥SlX^ 

POLICE COOPERATION. COMPARE/EINGERPRINTS OF C. L^SORDEN, V 

TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS PD N UMBER FOUR FIVE NAUGH T EIGHT , FPC — 

SIX, 0 OVER I, THREE ONE OVER TWO FOUR, W OVER W, I I 0 OVER 
0 M I, NINETEEN BELOW LINE, AND SUTEL THIS OFFICE RESULTS. ) , 

***< . 

^ & e . ./ a > . t ■ . . - .. 

MORLEY j % 

END Galled Iderd " S& f" 

•.‘. \./( $ 

1131 PM OKAXX • . A \ ^ . 
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1131 AM OK FBI WASH DC MFT 













ifehcral SJureau of Inueatigatinn 

United States department of Hustler 

New York 7, New York 


May 20, 1946 


Director, FBI 


RE: JAMES PAUL MARTIN and BETTY JO BOOKER, 
VICTIMS, MURDER (Bureau file 95-16625) 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated May 10, 1946, wherein 
the New York Field Division was requested to obtain certain information 
concerning a black hat cord found at the scene of the murder of the aboy 
named victims. r~i 


Special Agent Yfilliam 0. McCue h$f" thii office exhibited the ? 

questioned hat cord to the officials of Roberts, Cushman & Co., Inc., 

10 Washington Place, New York Cityj and J. B. Mast Co., Inc., 715 Broadway, 

New York City. It was stated at these places that it would not be possible 
to determine the manufacturer inasmuch as there are many who manufacture 
this item nor could its sale be traced to any retail outlet or any particu¬ 
lar manufacturer of hats. Officials of both firms were in agreement on 
the fact that the cord would be used only on a grey or black felt hat with 
a black hatband. 

Efforts to obtain further information were made at Hat Corporation 
of America, 417 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.J Bill & Cauldwell, 743 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y.; and Brooklyn Braid Company, 718 Broadway, New York; and 
no further information could be obtained except that at the last named company 
Mr. AARON HARTMAN stated that he thought the cord to be about three or four 
years old. 

At Defiance Button Machine Co., 43 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y., 
it was learned that machinery to manufacture the button attached to the end 
of the cord was sold by that firm and other firms to many hat manufacturers 
and it would be impossible to identify the articular manufacturer of the 
questioned cord. MC0 »U»» 1 W 

At Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 665 Broadway, New York, N.Y., Mr. LARRY 
LI3SNER, a buyer for that firm, al^oadvibe^ tiiat. the cord was originally 
attached to a grey or black felt]rt*3.* with a black band. He then carefully 
arranged the cord around the crbwns of a number of hats and said that it was 
his belief that the cord came off a large size hat, probably 7 3/8 or 7g. 

Since further investigation does' not appear to be warranted at this 
time, the hat cord is being returned to the laboratory under separate cover. 


MVVICTORYl 


Very truly y&XrWj 


I WOMsVW 


n s jy 



yf 


E. E. CONROY 
SAC 
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m 23, 1946 


^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

M^yL^ WASH,NGT0N D C * 

' r' H * Pr *«dF 

/> T “v<xaBh«rlff of Bofio County 
/ ,-j&T214* Main street 

yif' Texarkana, Texas 

J Tho following report 1* in confirmation of the Bureau’s 

i ^.' telegram, of May 17 # 1946 giving the results of oxaminations conducted on 
evidence submitted tgr your office. 


l \ John Edgar Hoovor, Director 


Re: James Paul Martin and Betty 
Jo Booker, 75 ctims 
Murder 


YOUR FILE NO. 

FBI FILE NO. b*f> 

LA B. NO. 93 ,^^ 

PC-17359 FB 


Examination requested by: 

Reference: L«tt©r 5/6/46 

Examination requested: Mlcr08 CQpl C 

s P ecimens: 03, Black hat cord. 

RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS t 

Specimen 03 has been identified as a braided, black wind 
cord similar to those used on wen’s hate. 

Several Manufacturers of hate end hat accessories were 
contacted in an i&ffort to determine the brand of hat on *hich Q3 may have been 
used assweil as the else, type and color. Officials of the Roberts, Tush-nan 
and Codjjapny, Incorporated, 10 Washington Place, New fork City; and J. 9. Mast 
Company? Incorporated, 715 Broadway, New York City, both stated that it would 
not be possible to determine the manufacture of Q3 ner weald its eels be traoed 
to any Retail outlet err hay particular manufacturer of hats since there are many 
"Caapanffif who menufeature thlp item. 


Mr. ToIson 
Mr. E. A. 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

. Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols" 

Mr. Rosen_[ 

Mr. Tracy a... _ 

Mr. Carso luttC 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurr _ 

Mr • Hard o’ 

£: Individuals, spa 

Mr. Qulnni.Ttom^ ^.W h. Alai* "" “ 

Tele. RQQ ff^Wwfi^w w*w 

Mr. Nease 


A 


V / 


i. 


Similar information was obtained at the Rat Corporation of 
r±B», 417 Fif$iAjp|gbe» Row York, New York; Bill and Cauldwell, 743 Broadway, 
, New York; and Brooklyn Braid Company, 718 Broadway, New York. Several 

these last naasd companies stated that they 
probably three to four years old due to the fact that 


(Oont’d next page) 













It contained elastic and this type of oord has not bean manufactured for acre 
than two years. 

At the Defiance Batten Machine Oompeny, 43 Matt 24th 
Street, Sew York, Saw York, It ama learned that the machinery to manufacture 
the bottom attached to the and of Q3 wan sold by that fine and other firs* 
to many hat manufacturers and It would be impossible to identify the parti¬ 
cular manufacturer of Q3 by moans of the button attached. 

At the Adam Hat Stores, Incorporated, 665 Broadway, 

Hew York, Sew York, a buyar measured Q3 and stated that In his opinion it 
had come from a large el se hat, probably 7 3/3 or 7&. 

Individuals contacted at all of the above firms were 
in agreement on the fact that the oord would be used only on a grey or blade 
felt hat with a black hat band. 

The evidence submitted by you In this case is being : 
returned to you under separate cover by registered mall. 


PC-17355 F8 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


RECORDED 
5-22-46 abc 
12s40 PM 


Laboratory Work Sheet 



JAMES PAUL MARTIN AND BETTY 
JO BOOKER, Victims, MURDER 


EXPEDITE 


File # - 05 - 16625 ' 
Lab. # PC-17359 FB 


Examination requested by:, W. H. Presley, Sheriff of Bowie County, Boston, Texas 

or 214§ Main Street, Texarkana, Texas 

Date of reference communication: Letter 5 / 6/46 Date received: 5/10/46 abc 


Examination requested: Micro (Fibers) 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: DUGGINS 


\fji4 




Specimens submitted for examinatic 


an- 

& 


Q3 Black hat cord. 


cc Houston 


CcvA |3 ^ 

C.VS\t, 


c We V^LaL CVofo 

*4" • 

u)*«- giuJir fe 'AcUl- ^ is 

VW mV lu*' Sfr Hu)i iC^hi^JK. 






•*T « 




COUNTY OFFICERS 
HERBERT LINE. COUNTY JUDGE 
MAXWELL WELCH, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
L. C. LYNCH. COUNTY CLERK 
W. N. MCDUFFIE. ASSESSOR AND COLLECTOR 
O. D. AKIN. COUNTY TREASURER 
L. H. GRIFFIN. COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT 
W. H. PRESLEY. SHERIFF 
J. B. HUTCHINSON, COUNTY AUDITOR 



DISTRICT OFFICIALS 

R. S. VANCE. JUDGE 5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT. TEXARKANA. TEXAS 
N. L. DALBY. JUDGE 102ND JUDICIAL DISTRICT. TEXARKANA. TEXAS 
WELDON GLASS, DISTRICT ATTORNEY. TEXARKANA, TEXA8 
SAM MINNICK. DISTRICT CLERK. BOSTON, TEXAS 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
W. E. EUBANK, PRECINCT NO. 1. TEXARKANA. TEXAS 
D. A. FOUNTAIN, PRECINCT NO. 2. NEW BOSTON. TEXAS. 
WALTER TERRAL, PRECINCT NO. 3. DEKALB. TEXAS 
D M PINKHAM. PRECINCT NO. 4. DEKALB, TEXAS. R. F. D. NO. I 
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County of Bowie 


Boston . T e xas 
May 6, 1946 


ffi 

3 «' 

r 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. D epartment of Justice 
Washington, 25, D. C. 


ATTENTION: F. B. I. Laboratory 


Dear Sir: 



^ln connection with oUr^investigation (ft* the murder of James Paul 
Martin and Betty Jo Hooker whose bodies were found near'Texarkana, 
Texas on April 14, 1946, I am forwarding to you under separate 
cover the following described item for examination ty the F. B. I. 
Laboratory. 


In the car that the victims were using there was discovered a black 
cord that appears to be a black windcord for a mans hat. To-date 
we have been unable to identify this cord as being the property of 
either of the victims or the owner of the car the victims were using. 


It is requested that the F. B. I. examine the cord and furnish me 
with all’ available information concerning the cord. If it is possible 
to determine the type and make of tet that the cord came off of, I 
would appreciate being furnished with this information, 
requested that you furnish, if possible, the size of the 
the cord came off of. I wish to express/my sincere that 
co-operation in this matter. -- 


It is also 
hat that 
r yoi 


5 SSy>my sincere thanks Cor your j. 

ir^zW $ 


& 




$ 


3 


4 

ery 


yours. 


214§ Main Street 
^Texarkana, Texas 

9^ 

, /,/fc 



****■■■ ‘,m. m, 




/• 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. HARBO 


R. B. LONG. W 


TEXARKANA MURDERS 


DATE: 5/20/46 

Phone Call Received: 11:10 . 

Dictated: 11:25 * 


Mr* 

/l 


Mr */Oiegp ; . 

4Dr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Qlavl n A 
Mr. LaddA ' / V 
Mr. Nlch5 W"j> 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Trac y f ' 

1.1'. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr, Gurnea_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr* Pennington 
Mr, Quinn Tamfr_ 

Tele. Room_, 

Mr. Mease y 
-vwJilss Beahm T t 
tyiss Qand y^Xj 



At this time, SAC D. R. Morley, Little Rock Field Division, SiefsSSm *—■ 

telephonically requested that the Civil Service prints of Jess M/^Quill en 
oi yQ uillin, an Alcohol Tax Unit agent, be secured and that the la tents 
in this” case be compared. (yv'' ' ^ 

Morley stated that Quillen, who is an old-time ATU man, is a definite 
suspect in this case and that definite evidence has been developed that he is 
a "queer”. 

I 

If tha^re suits are productive Morley should, of course, be telephonically 
advised} otherwisb'-ihe ^results should be forwarded to him in a personal and 
confidential letter. ' 

^ The above information was telephonically furnished to Mr. Robyak of v the 

Single Fingerprint Section. 


32-20698 


HBL:AF . 


'■S^z 





a*' 











































FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

j 

RECORD® 0 h Q (f 1 ^ 3 

To: *|r. A. E. navis 

Sheriff of filler Co 
Texarkana, Arkansas 

Following is the report of the FBI Laboratory giving the results 
of examinations conducted on evidence received from your office. This report 
confirms and supplements the Bureau’s wire of June 1, 1946. 


WASHINGTON D. C. 

!& tj u "~~j 

f f 

unty / 


June 7, 1946 


. ^ 


Re: 


Jnknovsn Subject 
Virgil Starks, Victim 
Murder 

Texarkana, Arkansas 


V \ John Edgar Hoover, Director 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens: 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 


Addressee 
Letter 5/23/46 
Firearms 


95-16303 
PC-17434 FA 


K2 One bullet and one cartridge case fired from caliber .22 revolver 
* taken from 0. S. Marine, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

RESULTS of examtnaticks * 

From an examination of the cartridge case referred to above as 
a *curtained that the weapon firing this cartridge case could not have 
Sred the previously submitted in connection wi th this case and 

referred to as specimens Q14 and Q15# 

Reference is made to the laboratory Reoort dated May 10, 1946 in 

.... advised that the bullets which had previously been submitted in con- 
which it ad^sed tMt the ouu^^ ^ mrk , wh Lh were suitable for comparison 

Zr<L2.T l prison of th„. bu U.t. M th ta.t buU.U Kr.d fm 


A. Tamm 

Clegg_ 

Glavin 
Ladd 


PUTUU«*W| « - - _1 rn iLTL SIl -CL 

"weap ons f therefore, would serve no purpose. 


- This Bureau’s Field Office in Little dock, Arkansas has submitted 

S*. laboratoSfa of bullets and cartridge oases fumi.hed to them by 

-: H™ h f^^nmnarlaon with the bullets and cartridge cases recovered in con- 

Srf^Sicn with -title case. The evidenoe which had ham ^jfbullet 8 b «md° Ur 

^^ScThas since been returned to you and it ie suggested that the bullets and 


Nlchois_ 

Rosen_“ 

Tracy_ 

Carson_ 

Egan_ 

Gurnea 

Karbo 


l!ease_ 

Beahm 

G?©dy' 


W- 


' '7: or 


'X 


(Oont’d next page) < // /' 




XI A 1 _ __ . . • to as Oil throng Q15 be resubmitted tie 

Jf t“at-hey may be compared with the specimen, submitted by tfi 

Field Ofiice. 

c »pffCimor. K2 is being returned to your office unde* 

by registered mail. 


t 


the laboratory 
Little lock 

- separate cover 


P(V174?4 FA 
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6-3-46 


JDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION™ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 




Unknown Subject; 
Virgil Starks, Victim. 

izsaxm 

Ttexarkana, Arkansas. 


12 loib^f ^7 


File # 95-i6QG3- 

Lab. # PC-17434 Fa 


Examination requested by: F. E. Da-vis/ Sheriff of Hiller Co., Itexarkana, Ark. 

Date of reference communication: letter 5-28-46 Date received: 6-1-46 

kag 

Examination requested: Firearms (Guns and Ammunition) 


Result of Examination; 


Examination by: fllliiRS 










Specimens submitted for examination 


K? One bullet and one cartridge ease fired from caliber .22 revolver 
taken fror. U. 3. I A rinse,, Shreveport, Louisiana. 


CartiM^e Gas** Y 


. h f IH* 




Q i$r C < ^ ~ 


’£4 •€*$**£“ 


'bo/leh ^ // - ^ pew s,,/ - ) ^ »v - to^irr* - /.a?. 

^ (Ju- " ~ - week i>J Afr£/Ar*4. I MotJoted' fr&b 

.. .. - UO/<**»>* Ortjtn. J y pt, t rk.& sodah/e. 


) eed 


M)e?&terri - L.%. 


A/e Marks SodaUl*. 


A- ic > /JL /£*/ y C/If £ '>»' 

-y*- /o 




re-** to™***'*** 

K /? ^ ^ 


Qt**G>S' Ur £t>*~>y*«r S J - - 5 ^. ^ ?**•**. t*y 


Wl< j. - S*.«»lou> Ufr***" 

1 \eiotrrt l(V 











/*V ■ *&*,,x . ,^p> • *$ ••?. *fiE .;k\. 


23/1946 

•* v8l&? jl.- jfeaiL £ »&» v. *p** - 


Mr. J. Edgar fio5y«j^ ^f:q|fe<* (* /!»';,f/ 

Director _/ ". 

Federal .Bureau of 
U. S. Department of Justice 
..ashington, 125, 3. G. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 


■;g|t^|T3F'Laboratory 
% ■ Aljnsub i urder 


Virgil^Starks, Victim, May 3 > 1946 


1 am enclosing one aartigage case and o««^ullet fired from a 22 
caliber revolver taken from a U. 3. Marifie at Shi'eveport, La. xt is- 
reoues ted that these be compared with the /speciments furnished by my 
office on may 4, 1946, to see if they could have been fired from the gun 
that was used to kill Virgil Starks. / 

It would be appreciated if you could advise me in this case by 
telegram ifca the outcome of your examination. 

Very truly yours, 

*yi. ^a^- ^'3 

V.‘. G. DAVIS, 

SHERIFF. 


v,. E. Davis, Sheriff 
Miller County 
Texarkana, Arkansas. 


TO ^h-TD IN lAB * 

| <*" ^ 

rx v X- v £ • ‘ " >i' 


on: 
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p^ 2 f> •' $>& " f®$0' 

If JB* ““jf 
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ILrai. bubeau of 
OTI ® states depaetmt of justice 


cc - 160 


); COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, 


J 


*m» a, 

SAC, w*id| iota Knqp 
ITORT AWAITING RSSUBMSSIQN 0? CARTRIDGE 


CASBS FROM SUSRIPF DAVIS 80 COMTAR] 
OFFICE JUNE OKS CAN BS NABS* ADVISE, 


spgciMSKs suaiimD by your 


CT 


62 - 8086 * 
PC-I7*4I FA 

aMZiAL 


HOOVISi 


J! 1 . 


,•3.1* 


^"jgr „ 


COPIES DESTROYED 

11 NOV IQ 1964 


Tc>lson__ 

E, A. famm 

Clegg_“ 

Slavin 
Ladd , " 
Nichols ' ~ 
Rosen 
Tracy*” 
Carso n 
Ega n 
Gurnea _ 
Harbo 




ftCthAi 8 UR*^ of INVESW.iON 
U, 8. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

SOiiifilbllGATIOHS SECTION 


• i t 


Hendo n 
Pennington 
Quihn Tamnp 
Nease 

VI ss Gandy 


g^Sl 111946 


X-'USTWB 


SENT VI J 




/ i. A 

s^. .r s -i 




M Per. 
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FBI DALLAS 


<5-28-46 


10-00 


51 RECTI 
JNSUB, 


URGENT 


•C^IRECTOR URGENT ^ i ^ h\zf* & A 

A <f Lb (JjM'W 

LIllSUB, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, MARCS, 

i 

TWE NTYFO UR, FO RTYSIX. JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, A PRIL » 
FOURTEEN, FORTYSIX, VIRGIL STARKS, MAY THIRD, FORTYSIX, POLICE CO- 
OPERATION. REBUTEL YESTERDAY. TEXAS RANGERS HAVE ADVISED THAT 
THERE ARE NO CURRENT DEVELOEMENTS OF VALUE IN THE INVESTIGATION OF 
THE TWO DOUBLE MURDERS AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS. NO DEFINITE SUSPECTS AT 
THE PRESENT AND ALL LOGICAL SUSPECTS TO DATE HAVE BEEN ELIMINATE© TWO 
TEXAS RANGERS ARE REMAINING AT TEXARKANA TO CONTINUE THE INVESTIGATION 
AND ADDITIONAL RANGERS ESTABLISH PLANTS IN THE VICINITY OF TEXARKANA 
EACH WEEK.. SO, TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS, ALSO ADVISES THAT THERE ARE NO 
NEW DEVELOPMENTS AND NO DEFINITE SUSPECT IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE { 


y^TARK 


MURDER CASE. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 


WYLY 


S WJ 

11-C2 A M OK FBI WASH D C DB 


* I.N£ 


-Y7DD 


63 JUL 1 5 1946/, 
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HOMER GARRISON, JR. 
DIRECTOR 

JOE S. FLETCHER 
ASST. DIRECTOR 
GLEN H. MCLAUGHLIN 



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION AND RECORDS 
CAMP MABRY 
AUSTIN 

May 31, 1946 


COMMISSION 

GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM 
CHAIRMAN ^ 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST 
J. PRICE MADDOX 
COMMISSIONERS 

IN REPLYING PLEASE REFER 

TO FILE NO. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S.Department of Justice 
Washington* D.C. 

Attention; Technical Labratoiy Firearms Examiner 

I 

Dear Sir: 

In your letter of April 26* 1946 regarding the examination of a .33 
caliber bullet and cartridge case sent to you by thlB office on April 
19,1946, you stated that these specimens were being returned to this 
office. We have not yet received these specimens. 

It is requested that this offto be advised cf what action has been taken* 
and in the event these articles 1are been lost this office will send out 
a tracer in an effort to locate them. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, we are 

Tours very truly* 

Homer Harrison, Jr,* Director 
Deprtment of Public Safety 

Glen H. McLaughlin* ChiefA. 

Bureau of Identification ana Records 


m TH " -vES" 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum, 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Boseni 


Mr. E. H. Wa 


5/23/46 


Time of Call; 6:25 PM 


[ SUBJECT j MURDER OF PAUL MARTIN $ 
DOKER, ET ALj POLICE COOPERATION, 


TEXARKANA, TEXAS. 


Mr. To in on_ 

Mr. E. k. Tarr.r. 

.’.0*. Ule>TT_~ 

Vr. Coffey _ 

Mr. llavi n 
Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Michels_ 

Vr. Moser.__ 

IT, Tracy_ 

:0". :.:chr_ 

Vr. Carson_ 

IT. Hendon_ 

IT. Mumforci_ 

Mr. Jones__ 

Mr. Quinn Tairan^ 
Tele.' Room_~ 


; 1 , I called ASAC Carter, Dallas Division, at 6:25 PM, in t v \Wfjfe 

connection with the attached article. He advised that the Sheriff at L-; 
Texarkana informed that there -vvas a piece in the afternoon paper in regard to 
this matter and he requested Dallas to check with Los Angeles to ascertain the- 
facts. Mr. Carter advised that he had already sent a wire to Los Angeles re¬ 
questing that office to send a teletype summary of information which they might 
be able to get from Ralph B. Baumann or from the Los Angeles Police Department. 

I advised Mr. Carter that he should follow this matter very 
closely with Los Angeles and submit a teletype to the Bureau tonight. . 




/)'■ * 1 ] '* 
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co-wJm 

Federal bueeau of investigatIHi* 

UNITED STATES DEPAETMENT OF JUaUPp 




To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


JOSE 27, 1946 
SAC, BALIAS 


DSFSERi® 


USStJB, TEXARKANA HORTIJSRS OP RJSStfD L. QRIfPIS, POLL! ANNHOOIlE, MARCH 
TSfBrrXPOUR, FORTJSIX. JAMM PAOL^SBUffTIS, BESET! jd^DOKER, kmSL FOURmif, 
FORTT3IX. ViaaiL^EARKS, I/AT TSU®, FORTXSXX, POLICE COOPERATION. 

3UTEL 31MART OP CURR®T BT/ESTKKTIVE DETELOPMESTS. 

hooper 


62-80864 

CJHtMQ 


.COPIES bestroyeb 

11 Nov 16 1964 
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THE K A N S AS CITY -STAR, 


FASHION 


KANSAS CITY. SUNDAY, JUNE 2. 1946. 


SECTION G 


The Thantom Murders That ' 1 
jsSit — r-J Terrified Texarkana 




By JJowahd W. toutir. r B T"* T 

U I L| L/L/S 

/-r*EXARKANA,TEX., A-LrfJ.tJ.tJ. 

*June 1.—In this pretty 

A r , tv haJf ln Xcx . down 1110 necessary names lor inves- 

lltue City, nair TO 1C* Ugallon It was part of the process 

■ as and half in Arkansas, peo- 0 f testing every tip, however slight, 
plo are afraid to go to bed at in the hunt to find the phantom, 
night without,'a gun beside Presently all cvej- lurried to the 

■ •■bhelrLeds ,• ' c1oor - Standing^horritorfs-tma of She 

* , most colorful, and most Bpectncular- 

LlghtSyburn in.every home ty Euccessfu]> offlcers 0l the mw in 
V. all, night 1 long. Porch’ lights America—M. T. (Lone Wolf); Qon- 
‘ and special spot lights ttipn.1- 
nate CV^ry Street. ’ man Of medium height. He wore a 

special delivery mall car- crisply pressed Palm Beach uniform ‘K&J 
i „ „„ j ,a In soft tan shade. Atop his head 

rlers and messenger boys re- waa a Mg tan stetson His cat w a s 
fuse to deliver letters or tele- cut In the style of an Eisenhower V; 
grams after dark because too jacket except a lima longer, and at ^ 
many bullets have been sing- * h ® hl P a protruded the bulges of his 

,_ fv,. tv,_ Colt automatics. He wore one dia- 

lng. through the air at the mond stuMed beit to hoJd his pantJ5 ^ 

approach , of a man toward a U p ( ftacJ rinother diamond studded 
house by night. belt to hold his pistols. > Prom Ids 

The terror has been caused lelt lnpcl gleamed the diamond cen- 

■ is at large. tended to hts hand-msdc; Msh- 

Hp-.hns .struck approximately r>t n, :e jad Texas boots.~-- 

^ok' •’’Vitiei'vnlaf* tie- prowls ' the extended a good cigar, llglitedat the / 
narrow, tree-shaded lovers' lanes lip j anq 1 

that criss-cross.the Hat land on the ji Js pistols are .45 ctllber Colt 
northwestern fringe -of the town; automtlUcs He , kept t ,je left one ">«* h, 



cocked for Instant action! They n 


•altiv- tie- prowls' the extended a good cigar, llglited at the A Man Stepped to thb Side. or the Ca*.. Hs Wore a Wiiitb.Mask,I jVmt Holes Cut for His Eyes 
shaded loverv lanes lip | and Mouth, and He Pointed a pistol .and : a .Flashlight ..THROUGir.THS^i'NDOW or the Car. 

ItrVnge of the town- au " matkf^He “kept ttoMeft one " S ‘n3mThSt night as he scouted out on therange^wUh ^ Ranger ^ ile tna,k, wiiTThife, «.« for hi 
attacked at a modern cocked Jor !r ,. tflnt a £ tlon j They are the lov « rs ‘ lanes’near Texarkana. cr « w > he was ambushed from ■ the ; ( l, cs a ,i,l mouth, and he pointed 
W Sn* wX" he to 8 Xd inlftW al011ft the barrels (with ham- "Well,” he said, "tonight Is. the ■ ol° bucS'm the' tock lf ,o1 >«*» “ f,u ’ h,i ‘ ,u ' hrou « h 1,1 

. th^emenby piaWorrH^hote to "* erM f ld -' f helr handlw-are of night when the phantom is going to -n le b orse ran on' to the-Ranger yindoW of the ear. 

; h . hpntl . two teen-age girls - by * vory ' In the lvory on each handle strike again if he keeps up hls rec- camp, and when the “empty-saddle" AHe ordered the couple out of th- 

' shots to the head; criminally, as* * s carved the head of a Texos'Ixing- ord of murdcra every three weeks, trotted In,’ the Rangers went In car and told Hollis to take hi 

' aaulted. a , young ■ woman, ‘and at- h0 . I 7 1 a ^L er ' w th I '® rns “* gleaming j don’t usually take anyone along search of the Lone Wolf. They found trousers off. Then he slugged Hoi- 


with him that night as he scouted out 
the lovers’ lanes near Texarkana. cr ®’ 
"Well,” he said, "tonight la, the 


tempted to kill two others. go ’ d ’ T1,e . ey f 9 each' steer are wlth mei hut If you think you want him lying on the range, abandoned ih on the head. 

Thevpaaalon of the phantom an* [Tibies, and the ring in , the nose ; 0 g Q along,' all right.” for dead. They hoisted him over a ,jwi thought Jimmy had been 

parently ta£iroused;dnly by the slaht d- T ^e r * are no trigger guards pony’s back, took • him to . camp. ijtfs.'Larey said later, "but It w 


parently W.aroused;only -by the slaht 
of couples^^saking . love. He has 
etruck only atf*ttmes. when a man 
and woman were together, cither on 
a lovers' lane or in trlttr'own home. 
His method usually ls"W tuu the 


on the pistols of the Lone. Wolf. In 
a fight, he is said to be ai„fait on 
the draw as any Ranger In. Texas. 
Engraved on the underside of each 
pistol barrel is the inscription: 


If—Off Into lhe Night, Well- carved the lead out of his hide with rijiil cracking.” 

Armed. knives, and he recovered. j |rhe man ordered the girl I 

W E went down to the restaurant "The only problem tonight," the!i.pitbe road. She Hed. as fast 
for a cup of coffee at the captain told me. "is to find theLbuld.-run ln her high heel* 


▼ ▼ for a cup of coffee at the captain told me, "is to 
counter, then went out to the cap- phantom," 
tain’s car. It is a gray Ford 2-door (I secretly hoped that 
sedan with three bpggy-whip radio see anything of him at al 


d the vbUld.-run ln her high heels. The 
rwan kicked. Hollis as he lay on the 
didn’t yjiad, - and left him for dead, his 
’WiHi.fractured in two places. Then 


ond then Shoot her. 1-r, =^ Vi ,, seoan witn enree opggy-wnip raaio see anytmng Oi mm HU an.) l<KUU'..jraci,uren in two piai-cs. uien 

no. e.v> h. W«« Masked I , At Qonzaullos already Is a aerials sticking up from the fend- We drove through the suburban (Ve-masked mtin turned to the girl. 

One, as. ne wn .) legend in Texas. One of.the most ers> We got Into the front seat, wartime housing development called i'He.ran up the road, overtook her, 

Only throe persons have survived famous stories about him is probably „ n d the captain began driving to the Wake Village. Every porch light was threw her down In the middle of the 

his attacks. One of the sujJIvois Imaginary, and has been:attributed northwestern outskirts of the town - — : — —- - - 

did not see him at ail. Om of the also to other spectacular Rangers of whcre thm of the four attacks oc- ' ; • '--i," 

others saw him, masko end nt the’ po?t,. but It illustrate? how he curfwJ . • 

night, for only a few seonds before Is regarded among hts own.country- The reached up to a rack ' " ' '>/. •' j '->S 

the phantom beat hlmy:er the head ™n ; , It “ems lhai the mayor of u along lhe U)p nf Lhe oar and brought ’ , : v’- ■ ' T® • 

. with a pistol, fractuad his skull In frontier town put In a caU-request- ,| 0wn a Remington 12-gange semi- . "• • - ’ , 

two places and Jet -him lor dead. *”* help * n * ri °t- The citizens of automatic shotgun with a Cutts «•* - 5 ■’’MP-'j - 

The other, ,e woman companion of the town went to the railroad sta- compensator. He put it on the seat : A hK.!'’ ' - .<} 

the •mn’’who was beaten, was so tl01 ' meet the Rangers on their between us. stock resting on the emW-d' S 

terrorized by the.fiend's brutal at- but ^ en « l e P u,led cushion and muzzle planted against . 

tack on her ln the middle of a coutt- * n> L ?. no Wolf «t*PP«* down ' » u the floorboards. It was loaded al- HH' -• f *.v TvM-. .1 

try lane that qhe does not even know The mavor exclaimed In Ornately with a charge of buck- ''.J'N 

if he was tall or short, fat or slim °°" st * rna ‘ lon ' Only one Ranpev? stlot( {hen 12-gauge soft-nosed 

She believes he was a Negro because Sphere nl^hut^l T? P tath ha< r ; ,fa<l * lui5 ’ lhen «o«ther charge ' • ■ ' ' ,OM r TiWi^ -.y 

of the way he pronounced the curse ” h ° re “ n k bl t ° ne rl l ’ s there? of buckshot, and so on. The slug •' : • • 

words he growled at her, but her Meeting the Noted Ranger. would kill at 200 yards, he said, but - } 

friend got the Impression before his Now Oontaullas was walking into wns not accurate that far. Our other • •••''• 

skull was fractured that the phan- the room of the Bowie County arms were a Thompson submachine ~ • VA'-. ''i v • W 

tom was a white man. .-.-p. “ - IflKhfii.-. /^SdSjBi 1!«'v’20K' - '.. '.’.'.SMlt BL - ' -i 

ago to attempt to team the story jflHHnHB ixfS 
of how a murderer could repeat 

many persona, and at’such close 

proximity to civilization that he had ,v. : ' 

caused a mgss hysteria and the vlr- " 

tupl paralysis of nlghttlmo, business BBSSgJBbj;.' a 


been turned inside out, Twenty feet 
to the right of the car, on the grass 
floor of the woodland, waa found a 
stain of blood. One of the victims, 

Lhe officer deduced, had been taken 
from the ear and slain in tha woods, 
then carried back and placed ln the 
car. The bodies were embalmed be¬ 
fore an examination was mads to 
determine whether a sex crime bad 
been committed. 

The following day, the Texas 
Rangers were called to Texarkana. 

With scientific methods, the Rangers 
collected the evidence remaining at 
the crime scene. Including the speci¬ 
men of blood found In the woods. 

Results of the tests have not been 
announced. 

“There are a few things which we 
just can’t reveal until we catch the 
phantom.” Captain Qonzaullas told 
me as we drove away from the scene. 

"If we take him alive, we’ll have to 
have the evidence Tor the prosecu¬ 
tion.” 

I asked the captain about finger¬ 
prints on the death car. He said This Txxarkana Housewdos Has Mors Than Thirty Boost Traps 
the investigation on fingerprints was Set Ur th Her Hous* to Trap the Phantom, and Is Ready With H«* 
one of the few points which would ]2 -Gadg* Shotcun to "Blow Him to pmcra.” Her Husband, Sh* 

not be discussed until the case is „ . . __ ____ 

solved Says, Isia Sound Sleepm. 

We drove farther along the coun- her^Twicejoiice 'through - ^thiTHeart back. Mrs. Starks came in and put 
try lanes. Occasionally Gottzaullss and once through the head. an electric pad against the back of 

!turned out the car lights for a few! -r- y .his chair. Then she returned to the 

[seconds. The night was dark. There * bedroom and lay down on the bed. 

were a few stars but no moon The I At 6 o’clock that morning, Sun- The phantom shot twice with a 
giant oak trees and tall pines roset^- April '14, Mr. and Mrs. O. H. , 22 rifle,’ nis two shcrts^t-»u*'-l^v-i. 
'closely alone the sides of the roads iWeaver found the body of Paul single hole in the glass of the win- 
H was midnight There wm no 1 Martin beside the road. They called rio w. Virgil Stalks, hit twice In the 
i sound except the low rumble of Che sheriff. Word of the new slay- (,ack of the head, stood up. His wife, 
l static on the Ranger’S 3-wav radio— » n S Hashed through Texarkana like hearing the sounds, ran into the 
. a set equipped for Instant commu- an electric shock. A large part of room.and saw her husband sink back 
n(cation with the central control the population moved to the vicinity into the chair she ran to him and 
Doint or conversation with Rang- of Spring Lake park to form a giant lifted his head. Then she hurried 
* £ in any other car prowlingthe searchmf party^ Betty Jo Booker to a wall telephone and luted the 
1 lovers’ lanes was missing, and she had been seen receiver to call police. 

The captain stopped, reached leaving the dance with Paul Mar- The phantom shot twice again, 
down for the spotlight attached to tin. At noon they found her body. Both bullets struck Mrs. Stark in 

country road. Par down the lane, **“»• I i usb<,,,tU the,r in the kitchen she heard the 

‘ and off to the side among the trees, and children. but of town to visit phantom breaking in through tha 
another light blinked In reply. relative*, lights burned alt night window. 

’’Those bofs have a tiresome Job long in every* house. Sh « turned and ran from tha 

1 tonight.” the captain said. A . whole company, rof Rangers, room «-™ 

How Lonely Road. Are movei'-ln’^ Into the night, leaving a heavy 
Patrolled. himself an ved from Dallas to take blood trail behlnd her- in her 

We drove on, slowly, watching the fiir'enforefment agencies The “^Hgown she made her way to 

ffi is ?rSstr «a"v - “ ~ ss*--* 

slt ”“ M " * 5h™/‘r*i«s\r,” a 

A car approached. The captair and ano ther to the Arkansas aroused A. V. Prater. Firing a 

seised his spotlight. The car drea ^ de ' u f the’.' town, and J. Edgar rlfl « | nt ? ,he al ‘ - ’ Pratar summoricd 
alongside. Gonzanllas shined th« Hoover In Washington ordered top 8 n ® i8 ‘ ,b °f a " d .^. h f y dro M 
light full glare into the front seat priority for the processing of sped- Starks to the hospital. 

The ear’s rear wheels skidded to ai me ns sent from lhe murder scenes. The Killer Returns, 

crunching stop on the gravel of the The Texarkana Gsz.-TU; and the T he killer broke into the Starks 
roadway. The captain’s light showed News began printing advertisements home ^covered the woman had 
two Negroes in the front seat. sent in by citizens wauling to buv fled walked Into the living room. 

• Come on outa there and stand in guns'' padlocks and watchdogs, at tht5 Pudy of yirgil Starks 

this light." the captain commanded. Hardware stores sold ttllthe gum on jn the chair wa i ked back’ Into 

The Negroes got out and stood at thel/shelves. Business downtown at Ul< kltcl ^ n ttI ' ld made bloody foot- 
Ote rear of the Ranger's car. uight became paralyzed. Hardly a prinls 01> kitchen linoleum. 

I said in this llghtl’’ the captain soul would venture out after dark. ^ ]e(| . lhe contents 0l yig houso 

shouted. "Get over here!'’ A man shot at a Western Uuiou , lnmolest cd, including the money 

The Negroes walked into Uie full messenger boy, fearing he was the au<J the ; ew - e!s jtI the pocket book 
glare of the spotlight. One of them phantom. ot Mrs stttrks on the bed. 


e Pi!an 


glare or the spotlight. One of them phantom. oI Mrs Stttrks on the bed. 

was grinning. He wore a brown suit Rangers received a call reporting , , , 

and a blue sport shirt. a marauder, and discovered a cow Seventy-one <iny* «a< pn*. 

"Say, Captain," he said, “you know hod walked across a citizen’s front since the first atcnck, nmde on 
me, I live right across the road here, yard! Rangers escorted waitresses Jimmy Hollis ami Mary Jeanne 
You ve stopped me a dozen times.” and newspaper women home .at Urey. In that time, live person* 
"Oh, sure,” said Gonzaullas, "j night after work. Captain Gonzaul- j 1(1 j baun k j)[ cd f hot* to the 
know you now. Couldn’t, see whoj-la* coUed for a/great white JRan^r Mr*. Lorey had been l,e 0 ien . 







registered at a notei nameui 
the Grim. Tire first man I met 
was named Graves. It was a weird 
assignment. 

A waitress who served me In the 
hotel coffee shop offered the first! 
conversation in Texarkana. Her 
name was Mrs, Robert C. Houston. 
I asked her If people locked theiri 
doors at night nowadays. 

«■ “You bet they do." she said, “and 
.'.they put a choir up against the 
• ; door, too.” 

- "People pretty Jittery, eh?" 

' “They have -good reason to be 
Jittery.” sh<f said; “Why, you know 
my husband (: ls a' special- delivery 
iiftall carrier: 7A couple weeks ago 
he had to go'fiut and deliver a letter 
at 8 o’clock at night. He went up 
to the door'and knocked. Prom 
tho Inside he heard a woman, 

yelling "Shoot him through- the 

door!” 

,' 1 All In Terror After Dark. 

“Finally my husband made them 
realize he really was the mall man, 
not the phantom, and the people 
Inside opened the door. The 

man had a shotgun. But my hus¬ 
band went back to the office and 
refused to deliver any more letters 
after dark, It’s too risky around 
here, People don’t' trust anybody 1 
after dark.’’ . 

I wanted to obtain a first-hand 
review of the 1 ease, If posslble,"from 
the Texas Rangers who had been 
failed In when tho murders began 
multiplying. Also I wanted to ride 
with the Rangers along the lovers’ 
lanes the following night, Saturday, 
because It was the dark of the 
moon, and the exact night on which 
. the peoplo of Texarkana had sched¬ 
uled the phantom to strike again. 
His u-wcek cycle had turned full. 

I walked along the clean, bright 
streets of the downtown section the 
‘.next afternoon until I found the 
wooden stairs, worn and grooved 
by many feet., leading up to the of¬ 
fice-of W. H. Presley, sheriff of 
JBowle County. Texas. At the top 
of the stairs, and down the hall to 
the right, la the sheriff's office, con- 
•trol point for the greatest manhunt 
staged in East Texas in many years. 

>' Four plain old rooms make up 
_lhc office, rooms furnished with 
well-worn flat-topped desks and 
I theirs, with -No. 10 tin cans placed 
hero and there for cigar stubs. Scv- 
*eral pistol-packing highway patrol¬ 
men stood in the center of the main 
'room In their blue wool shirts'and 
. tight-fitting dove gray trousers, r 
Rskcd Joe Thompson, a Texas 
; Ranger In a 10-gollon hat, if cap- 


• tain Gonzaullas wna In. Gonzaullas 

• to the Ranger captain who heads the 
Investigation for all law enforce¬ 
ment agencies. Thompson said the 

i .captain was not there at themo- 
,ment, but he asked me to sit down 
".and wait. 

In Walk* a "Tip;’ 

\ Ju * t 1 th en a thick-set young fellow 
in a blue work shirt walked Into the 1 
office and said, almost sheepishly, 
•that he wanted to report the case or 
a man he had hired that day at hi; 
'small downtown business establish¬ 
ment. Ha didn't know whether it 
would have any connection with the 
phantom murderer, but he under¬ 
stood the authorities wanted to in- 
.vcstlgate the smallest tip. 

' A desk cleric for the sheriff's office 
told the man to go right ahead. 

’■Well.” the visitor explained, “this 
guy walked In todny and asked for 
a job. and I needed n man, so I gave 
\hlm the Job. I have four girls work¬ 
ing at the place though, you see. 
aind I'm tellin’ you, before this guy 
,hadNworkcd there two hours he'd 
pro positioned every one of the girls!" 

The dfeu|^ clerk smiled. He took 



WHO Once Was Named "Littlk misnTexarkana, 
or the Evening Before, Paul Marin, ,17.. 


ablaze. On many of the small white.pantry lane, gave her commands In 
•houses, special lights had been |parse language, struck her with the 
strung to the sides apd rear, to give garret of his pistol and fled at the 
illumination In addition to theporert* mroach.of car lights, 
lights. We stopped beside a trueijj ,hysterical, the girl ran to a nearby 
parked in the village. The captai jfn house and found a ride in a 
111 Texarkana. She told sheriff's 
s she thought the attacker 

of farmers sat inside;.but they. 

a man inside replied;.,“All* W^feollis was taken.to town by ; ’an- 
n ither motorist,and whilehe Iay in 




On the Northwest - Outskirts or Texarkana, Tex., Narrow 
'Graveled Roads, 8hadid by Great Oak and Pine Trees, Form a Net¬ 
work or Lovras’ Lanes Where Couples Used to Go at Nicht and 
Park. DEffliro Now Because a Phantom Killct Has 

Been Attacking' Couples -Parked Beneath the Trees. The Boy in 
This Picture Looks at''the Place Beside the Road Where Paul 
Martin, 17. Was ; -Shot'to Death by the Phantom Early Sunday l | 
Morning, April 14; 


sheriff's office. He' acknowledged! 
an introduction to me, shook hands, 
and began looking through his tele¬ 
type reports on suspects from all 
the United States In the phan-| 
[tom murders of Texarkana. 

Finally he turned from his desk, 
walked over to where I was sitting, 
straddled the seat ol a straight 
chair, propped his-elbows on the 
chair back and said, "Now, what 
can X do lor you?" 

I asked him a few questions about 
the' investigation. He tap!led. ‘ 


soft, low voice. His eyes are gray- 1 
[green, and look right at you. 

He hod been a Texas Ranger] 
I twenty-six year*, he said, and never 
(hat time had he been!involved| 
so difficult a ca«e, in jvhich 
many murders had been commill 
ilili so few clues. r 

"We have questioned more than| 
,000 persons In this Investigation,! 
Including 200 sex perverts." he told 
me. "We’ve tried to narrow down 
the field of suspects, but all a 
know now Is that the murderer is 
not a woman. We don’t know 
Ilf he was white or black, tall or 
short, fat or slim. We do believe 
that he Is a muscular man—a fel¬ 
low with a good strong grip. Also it 
Is known thorite Is a ttend shot with 
pistol, and an expert with a rifle.” 
Other than that, the Lone. Wolf 
said, there were only a few small 
clues. The murdereT dropped a 
flashlight at his most recent crime, 
but It revealed no fingerprints. Some 
bloody footprints were found on the 
kitchen linoleum of the farm home 

In which he made his most recent 

I attack. One article was missing 
from the victim’s car In one of the 
[double killings—a Bundy & flat alto 
saxophone, gold plated, with tiewj 
pads on the keys. A couple of pos¬ 
sible clues were not being announced, 
he admitted. 

"There's not much to go on," the 
captain said, “but I can tell you 
that the Rangers will stay on this 
ense until we kill or apprehend the 
phantom.” 

f told the captain T wanted to 
visit the scenes of the murders, and 
asked If he would take me along 


Captain.” 

At the Scene of the First Attack: 

We moved on. It was'lQ:35 o'clock. 
The car slowly trolled .out Into, the 
network of dark;.- shaded country, 
toads where the first three attacks 
occurred, ail within a mile of Spring 
Lake park, on the outskirts of Tex-; 
arkana. There were no lovers there 
on this night.There had been no 
lovers on these roads for two months; 

“It used to• be," the captain said, 
'that you had to get out here early 
[to find a parking space.” 

. The car wheel ran over a bottle In ! 
the road and It broke with a popping 
|sound. I Jumped . . . couldn’t help 
it . . , hoped the captain didn't 
notice It.. i. 

We reached a dark section of a 
narrow road, less than fifty feet off 
the well traveled pavement of Rlch-t 
mond road, half a mile northwest of 
|Texarkana. It was the scene of the 
first attack. 'I 

On the night of February 22, Mrs; 
Mary Jeanne Larey, an attractive. 
18-year-old brunette, and Jimmy | 
[Hollis, 23. a former insurance sales¬ 
man. parked In that place, beside a 
farmer’s wooden gate. 

Ten minute* taler a man stepped | 


a ,30-calfber Remington semi- 
[automatic rifle, the captain’s twe 
.45-callber pistols, a" gas gun and c 
[supply of gas greuades. 

It was reassuring to look over that| 

[armament. We could pour out 
lead than any phantom with a I 
!pistol, and I knew that Gonzaullasj 
knows what to do in a fight—he V 
survived a good many of them. He 
carries the scars of seven bullets. 

He has a gold swivel In his left elbow, 
where a bandit’s bullet hit bone. 

; In the old days, when he wasuq the ..do of the car. He wore * I 




the hospital, near death, he told of¬ 
ficers he believed the assailant was 
aA.whlte man. He could not see the 
man's features, because of the mask 
and the darkness of the night, but 
his impression was that the 
os white. 

Jimmy Hollis and Mary Jeanne 
Larey ate the only victims who have 
[seen the phantom. The baffling 
thing to that the two. In their terror, 
were unable to make any observa¬ 
tions about the man. and cannot 
agree as to whether he was 
black Or white, 

HI—The Second Crime. 

T HE hysteria among the civilians 
of Texarkana began only after 
the next attack, a mile southwest of 
the scene of the first. Captain Gon- 
zaullas drove over to the location 
of the second crime—a narrow grav¬ 
eled road, about the distance of one 
city block from the well-traveled 
highway 67. 

The-night of March 24, Richard 
Griffin, 29.,, and Polly Ann Moore, 
17. parked ’at-this spot beside a 
IlghUyr.wooded area.. Next morning 
their, .bodies, fully clothed, were 
found .sprawled in the-rear seat, of 
the ; carj each Ishot .twice through 
Grlflin’a .pockets had 



Thirty Minutes Arrnt the Murderer Struck ...at the Farm Homs or Ma. and Mrs. Vmcn. Starks, 
Officers of Three Law Enforcement Agencies C onvesced at the Scene. Here They Are, in the 
Kitchen or the Home. Looking at Tracks Lett on the Linoleum by the Slayer. From Left to 
R rEHT They Are Jim Geer, Texas Ranger; It. 3 . Hallett, an Agent for the FBI; W. E. Davis. 
Sheriff or Miller County - . Arkansas, and M. T. Gonzaullas, CJftain or Company B or the Texas 
Rangers, Head or Law Enforcem*nt Officers Fro m All Agencies Working on the Case. 


goin’. home now,, isn’t it? ” 

"Yds,” said-the Negro,.“we’re gold 
In right now." ■ 

“Okay," called the captain, and 
we drove on up the- road. 

IV—Probing Tragedy No. 3. 

S KIRTING the Spring Lake park. 

most popular spot for spooners 
'In the Texarkana area, we reached 
the point where the third tragedy , 
had its start. It was the last mur- v 
der scene we visited on the night 
trip, because the fourth, and most 
recent, killing occurred 
[state line in Arkansas, .. 
r.ot In ..territory covered 
Texas Rangers.r When we finished 
our cruise that night, the phantom 
had not struck, much to my own 1 
relief. But now the captain and I 
were In the Spring.Lake park area 
where the third, and most complex, 
murder occurred. Gonzaullas said 
he was unable to give me all the 
facts he knows about this third at¬ 
tack, but from what he said, alongj 
with reports from newspapermen 
and civilians who hurried to " 
park after the slayings, t got 
general picture of the event. The 
reconstruction of the crime emerged 
from the locations of the bodies, 
the location of one car Involved, 
tire tracks on the road, blood stains, 
and footprints in the soft ground. 

The night of April 13. Betty Jo 
Booker, a pretty, 15-year-old brun¬ 
ette, played her saxophone In a 
school orchestra which provided 
music for a young people’s dance 
In Texarkana. She was a popular 
girl In town, known by almost every¬ 
body. At a dance recital once she 
had been named "tittle Miss Tex¬ 
arkana." After the young people’s 
dance the night of April 13, Betty 
Jo put her saxophone In the car of 
Paul Martin, 17, and the couple was 
seen driving off together at 2 o’clock 
in the morning. They went to Spring 
Lake park and stopped. 

, The top criminologists on the case 
believe that .the phantom stepped 
from his own car, also parked In 
the vicinity, and watched the young 
couple for a whtle as they sat in the 
dark. Then he went to the car, 
showed his pistol, and forced them 
toilet him in. He made Paul Martin 
start up his engine and drive out of 
the park, skirting-it on a gravel 
road that runs , along the Kansas 
City Southern railroad tracks and 
then turns west, along the northern 
edge of the park. On the north side 
of the park, the killer made Paul 
get out of the car. The boy put up 
a fight. The murderer shot him In 
the face. Blood stained the bushes 
on the south side of the road. 

Paul fled into the darkness. The 
! killer brought him down with three 
accurate pistol shots, one to the base 
.of the skull, one to the left shoulder 
land one to the right hand. Paul fell 
on the^iorth side of the road, about 
fifty feet from the point where he 
first was shot. 

Then the killer turned to the girl. 

He drove her. In Paul's car. back 
to the place in the park near where 
he had left his own car. He made 
her get out. The girl's high-heeled 
shoes made .prints In the soft 
[ground beside a tiny stream where: 
she ran from the phantom. He : 
[caught her. and forced her Into his 
car. Then he drove out of the | 
park by another road. Boldly he 
returned to a place less than a mile 
from where he had murdered Paul 
Martin, and turned into Morris Lane 
path so small that grass grows 
between the tire tracks. About half 
a mite down Morris Lane he forced 
the girl nut Of his car and into the 
woods, He attacked her, then shot 


among ail cruising, cam.- rvc. 

. money deposfUjlv.at .the-f-Nattonal 
[bank and the State National fclank 
soared to more than 510,030 for the 
capture of the phantom, with 5500 
contributed by Gov. Coke R. Steven- 
[son of Texas. 

i A woman set up more than thirty 
booby traps-in t her handsome new 


blow* to the heod' which hod frac¬ 
tured his skull and Mrs. Stark's hid . 
been dangerously wounded by Iwo 
rifle shols. in the face, 

Hollis now has been dismissed 
from the hospital and has left tho 
[country, haunted by the memory 




ic mat mur- •*; .... \>- Vi. v-i •* "U v • ■ r - l 

n the night 

h, and most ; '5C- ''«vV •’ob.-i] 

I across the m'SJ.. V; 

i. and it is ?« 

red by the >' >, ; :$'*'• i 

w« flnichA/?! S'. V : * s 7 



In This Arkansas Farm Home, Ten Miles From toe Scene or 
the Othoi Murders, the Phantom of Tburkana. Killed Virgil 
Starks. 36-Year-Old Farmer, by Two Shots From a '.22-Calto® Rifle. 
Aimed through toe Window. The Farmer's Wife, Clad in Hoi 
Nightgown, Ran Into the Room and Reached tor the Telephone, 
buy the Phantom Shot Her Twtce Throuch toe FaC*.;.Mrs. Stark* 
Is Recovering. 


bungalow on the outskirts of town. 
She asked me not to use her name, 
and made the same request of a 
photographer for Life magazine, be¬ 
cause she feared the phantom would 
call on her, next. She piled porch 
furniture against the screen door of 
jher front porch. Against the knob 
of the main front door leading Into 
Rie 'lipase-she propped a-walnut 
ladder-backed chair. On the inside 
of the front door she extended a 
string! attached to a vase-on the 
mantel, and on the floor she set a 
[glass bowl. If the phantom entered 
he would trip the string, the vase 
would fall into the bowl and the 
! crash would be good and loud. She 
made similar alarm devices through 
! all the rest of the house, and across 
all the windows, using teacups, 
kitchen kettles and a glass ornamen¬ 
tal swan. If the phantom should 
set off one of the booby t^s.'she 
would hear the crash, she said, and ’ 
then she would spring; out of bed 
and “blow the phe jtom all to 
pieces." Her husbano,- she said, was! 
a sound sleeper. 

V— Again,'’the' Phantom Strike*. | 
VrEWSPAPERMEN from Dallas I 
^ and FOrt Worth went to Tex¬ 


arkana to cover the murders. When 
they left, one of the writers said 
J. Q. Mahaffey. a local editor, “Well, 
Jake, we’ll see you; in three weeks.” 
t Three weeks later they were there. 
[The phantom had struck again. 

This time the scene was across 
the state line. In Arkansas, ten miles 
northeast of the area in which the 
other crimes occurred. 

Investigators believe the phantom 
stood outside a window of the white, 
well-palntcd-farm home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Virgil Starks the night of May 
:3, and watched Mrs. Starves disrobe 
In the bedroom. Virgil Starks, 36 
years old, a progressive, popular 
farmer In the vicinity, sat tr. aiihoir 
n the living room, listening to ihc 
adio, his back to the window 
through which the phantom was 
watching,. He had a pain in his 


of the terror of Texarkana. Mrs. 
Starks, miraculously-:;surviving th« 
two shots-la her face;'to making a 
slow recovery at'.Mlchael, Meagher 
hospital In Texarkana. ,\v 

Suspected persons; have-been ar¬ 
rested all over the country by police 
aroused by the crimes.,-Ranger Joe 
Thompson flew to.Corpus; Christ! to . 

! question.w. -man^-wboMittempt^ t0 
sell a saxophone; but .he found th«~" 
iman hjid nothing'to'-do with the 
case. At Atoka,.Ok;, police arrested 
a ma# Identified, by: a farm-woman 
as tke one who. had attempted to 
rape her In her; home,-.but Investi¬ 
gation showed he -was . not the 
Texarkana murderer.-in,. Los An- 
grics. detectives, arrested a man Iri 
» shooting gallery., after the man 
had written notes regarding the 
Texarkana killings and sent them to 
the Los Angeles Examiner. He told 
the detectives .he -had been In a 
coma from March 25; to May 3. Re¬ 
ports from Los Angeies so far give 
only slight Indication that the man 
held there might be the Texarkana 
killer. 

One big point-In the‘case inter¬ 
ested me especially. It.was the ques¬ 
tion, Why did-the man do It? In 
an attempt to' find the answer, I 
sought the views of Captain Gon- 
zaullas, I • talked- 1 to- other Texas 
Rangers, I read.the opinion of Dr. 
Anthony Lapalla,. psychiatrist at the 
uear-by federal correctional insti¬ 
tution. * . » 

Looking for a Motive. 

Was the man's motive robbery? 
The pockets of Richard Griffin wars 
1 turned inside out when his body was 
found in his car. The saxophone of 
Betty Jo Booker was missing. 

Did the phantom strike to rob? If 

i, why should he resort to double 
murder In order to get a few dollars 
and a saxophone? ' Why didn’t he 
choose an easier, less dangerous, 
more lucrative robbery method? 
Why didn't he rob Paul Martin.-" 
Whose possessions were found lnJll* 

I pockets intact* Why didn’t ho" taka 
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Model Airport Brings p 
» w iffiSiSS / a Missouri Town to Life 

>een only * set stronger with eac' h ««me. Fcr hap:, ---- 

lM was used in t* unopghi.HoUis.Ay "8 In i 1 already Already New Factories and Increased Business Have Gome 
an attempt to w,.h a fractured was aireaay . , _ . , 

cm lor the slay- deal and that mK Earey could not to Eldon—Dedication and Celehration Next Satur- 

n, U II IMUered. l d «W, him bee'*'*® ° f «« mask day W ; fh m pi anes Expected- 


the money and 1 swell ji»he pocket- another of the questions that nas 
book of Mr*. 81arks. lyln k in full no answer yet. T’ h * Rtla£k ° n Hollls 
flew on her bed 7 and Mrs. Larey *?» s ^ , fil ‘ st of the 

, The criminologist* agreed L> at series. Perhaps. UP* mans lust grew 
" robbery must have been only a set stronger with each enme. per naps 
nndary motive. or elae was used in t » thought ‘HoUls-lyDjS In the road 
two of the canes as an attempt to w.h a fractured, * k V*’ wfls *r] 1 ead ? 
provide a false reason for the slay- deal, and that Mf a - Larey could not 
Inge, The motivation, It Is believed. Identify him bee 1 ® 11 * 6 ot the n,ftsk 
sprang from a more powerful drive he wire. 5 . 

than the desire to rob. Per Ups, even, {the man who at- 

Vti the phantom ■ driven in his tacke^ Hollis an Larey In the 

acta by the desire to criminally at- first « the crimes ' w ® 5 the per- 
tack a woman? If so. why did he al- son who committed. the others, 
ways choose couples? Why didn’t he There is no proo: that the same 
use the much easier method of way- man committed all 05 them. A .32- 
lay in? a woman all by herself In a caliber revolver usedln the 
lonesome place? Then he would have murder of Polly Mm * pd 

been spared the.trouble of first get- Richard Griffin, mid‘nthe murder 
ting the man .out of the way.v His of Paul Martin and BeUy Jo Booker. 



Wes the phantom 'driven in his tacke^ Hollis ana^* 1 - Larey ln the By Jsmis R. Psm»sou. screen writers would find that this 

t acta by the desire to criminally at- first « the crimes was not the per- _u **«!>«* »/ra« son’., si atn resort community no more fits thsir 

» tack a woman? If so, why did he al- son who committed . the oth«* LDON, MO " Junft small town pattern than farmer 

■* ways choose couples? Why didn’t he There is no proo: «« ">* thdTligh pressure, no-limlt and^contractor Prank T Clark who 

r K^r^^rse^r; | lL, ° n rr cre ^ 

■' lonesome place? Then he would have murder ot Polly Ann Moom and tultness has stepped this his 0 wn airplane, 

p been spared the.trouble of first get- Richard Griffin, aPd In the murder Lake of thdOzarks communltw&Ui "Why J wouldn’t live in the city 

rt. ting the man .out of the way.v His of Paul Martin and Betty Jo Bwrtter. a *25,000 aft-port Dig- any moKi » Clark assures you. TI 

; chances of being caught would have Results of ballisUia msm cm the bur- glng dowjv)W\jfl4lr oajf pockets have alt of the enioyment ot living 

i, been much less.. lets to' determine iipcsameweapon ^ clfeeniit/^Bol Jrf&fht a slz- out here but when I want to go .to 

, The-only answer I could get from used in ^flounced in the &ble !$<«* c^ifueVri^that has al- town it’s only an hour and a hktf 

> any of the investigators on this £?Y«,i»ti^SMKgSg: ready^WS gat^r>A by plane:" ; T 

v question was the’thought that pos- T , ,-Y\ jT £ \ Pour blocks east of Maple—AtifeL 

„ albly the desires'Of the man could ri?ot*bcith intersection of Eldon and NeotohJ 

a only be aroused by the sight of a R^k^and^s ^fA^Rh^uheUm ffeTJw wY 3116613 10 be P«clse-is the 90-irre 

0 man and woman,, alone together. A a, done m th^ f " Eldon airport. It even beats Kan- 

3 tendency ot this sort on the part of ^he?murd«rs “ MS ®*’» MmW P s1 "r Terminal 

J some persons is known to crimlnolo- * " , 1 8 ? tHI; i , in the matter of a close-in location. 

gists - and - phychlatrlsts. it might Ail the attack.*: fined into a on ^iirp<|rKwvoJect. The mu Already constructed are the two 
ii possibly explain, the reason the rough patieru regarding ihe time census gave the population of the sofJ ru n W ays each 300 feet wide and 
t Phantom attacked only couples. dement. Between the fir»t »„d ^Tcitrt a^2MO hfbeUevw ^ ^ an ,A WeSt ;^ 

J A Psychiatrist’s Opinion. .«ond eu.ckt, • U Is easily,3,m. ‘ adminLtSVuiMmSf iSAtof 

Dr. Lapallo, the psychiatrist, ad- f"*' between .uan*a*»,ike ExpecUi 2 00 Planes to Fly to Istic design and a! 47,500 4-plane 
• vanced a view lhat the phantom is interval **« three-weeks, why Eldon hangar and shops are under cori- 

’ a sadist with a strong sex drive, En- should this happen? Did the killer ^ struction. The runways have been 

forcement officers agree thnt he want to enhance the thrill of his tiled and marked and the surround- 1 

' moyverylikely be a sadist who finds crime » hr following » definite time s B IRK iand ^ being landscaped. 'p s Rn ,, c„.’, . - 

' Inv In killing But the officer* also J dedicated nere June 8 and 9 and T. Contractoh, Standing Beside Clarks Plane. 

'• SatafuTgrat TheVan 'wThe require Just thit length of he^exS^veralS- kV ^hoff" JeuLn ^ ^ ^ 

’ mav hava* murdered only to escaoe tlme to p,al1 each successive attack? sand visitors and at least 200 air- head of the aviation division of .the Laln the^lrport 0f * ^. ClV , e mUeS n ° rth ° f 016 L " ke ° f 016 

' ^eture^Artl-H-mos^rniS-WCtlmS °D-*fter each atUok^dW .hemlot a planes to be In Eldon for the-event, Missouri state department of !»<; The gasoUhe sales snd rentals arc ha3 hecnfcompleted. and ,re- 

^rdeaT«dnooSng «npoSf 3 * week ^terval for honest tfime? "We didn’t build the airport to sources and development said tie ' no { ex pe C ted to do more than p" ! 6 ^ 1 ^“‘ors have been besieged 
Uvely identify him by sight Thoat w 0,6 m y ,terles whl f h th = make mone >' out ° r the raa y° r 3 “ te J) ad taken , \ k «fi? lnt6rest ,f n tiie Interest on the bonds. The over- |for reservations for the event, a pa- 

Captain Gotteaullu asked the 0fllc£ ™ P° nd " n » w ass they f press said, "but It will have two principal the Eldon project. Pry hoff. wbo. aU control of the airport is by a hade will lead off the festivities the 


principal speaker will be John Paul 
Jones, a pilot and lawyer of Des 
Moines, who has specialized in avl- 
tion law, 

The next morning, the Flying 
Doctors club of Kirksvllle, Mo., will 
hold a breakfast mte^jwr^alnd the 
Lake of the Ozarks assoclattbn will 
provide, a bus tour of theflafcc. In 
the afternoon an air show And dem¬ 


onstration will be given at tha air 
port. 

The citizens of Eldon are expect 
Ing a record crowd of several thoji 
sand and arrangements for hougfn; 
and feeding such a throng argebelnj 
prepared. y 


Charles Dickens wasi/orced to r 
to work at an early afe because hi 
father was imprisoned for debt. 


st 200 air- head of the aviation division of . the Laln the alnjort 
Ute event, Missouri state department of *»•* ' The gasoline sales 0 
airport to sources and development, said tie not expected to do ir 


ut of it," the mayor state had taken a keen Interest jn tj,e Interest on the bonds. The over- for reservations for the event. Ap 

I have two principal the Z>“JIf™ C LJuS!hL^' aU control of the airport is by a rade will lead off the festivities tJ 

II bring visitors here has been assisting with the Install*- board of fJve EkJon c i tl2en£ com . ri, st morning with the main cei 


great manhunt; Al- benefits. It will bring visitors here b “ be '" ^ board of five Eldon citizens com- first morning with the main cere- 

r leads are; discomag- who want to travel by air in their here untU posed ol Tom Edwards, chairman; monies scheduled for the airport 

they fpel that a fiend »wn planes. But most of all it ad- ^dedication U Mayor Reed,' Carl Vernon, E. T. Col- that afternoon, 

ier or Texarkana will verUses the town as an up- to-ihe- ^e hope the auccem of this ^ Uns ^ E c Speakers at the dedication will be 

and that when he at- minute, progressive community that T. , Mayor Reed was positive that the Mayor Reed, Chairman Edwards, 

rt time, thev will co-h-h provides its citizens with all tvues other communities In Missouri, he ^ t. oJ.v, of t 


Uvely Identify him by sight ' rhase the mysteries whifh the make money out of it," the mayor state had taken a keen interest ]n th£ mterest on the bonds. The over- for reserveUons for the event. A pa- 

Captain cLwiL asked the ^they! press «M, “but It will have two principal the aU control of the airport is by a fade will lead off the festivities the 

question,, what if the man realized ™ d lh f k « at manhunt; Al- benefits. It will bring visitor* here Cr. 'uf‘. LV boar£l of {ive Eldon c,ti2ens com - Iim morn5n * wlth 1116 main cere- 

hla victims had obtained a good look lbo , Ukh tbelr Jead » ««' discourag- who want to travel by air n their ™ here untU * ]t f! posed ol Tom Edwards, chairman; monies scheduled for the airport 

at him? He knew they could identify J 1 * 1 ? aII, all they fpel that a fiend own planes. But most of all it ad- lh« dedicauon L;, Mayor Reed,'Carl Vernon, E. T. Col- that afternoon, 

him later, so he killed, thinking that “ k * the ki,ler « Texarkana will vertiscs the town wi an up-to-the- WetopjiU^e auccem of this ^ Uns ^ E c Speakers at the dedication will be 

murder-waa necessary to escape de- strl , ke 8Baln : ®" d that when he at- minute, progressive community that ? h r ;_ M ayor Reed was positive that the Mayor Reed, Chairman Edwards, 

tectlon. ^ ^ «» next time, they will catch provides its clUzens with aU types toSSTta tL *» ^ ^ ***** of St. Louis and 

But if he killed to escape Identity, hlffl ' _ • , „ state Aheady have storted xurh f^ ted ^ ** dedication despite Joseph T. GeuUng. Jr., of Washlng- 

why didn’t he murder Jimmy Hollis irs* content, */ the SanSe, star are W . c , ^ dnt anyone for 11- j eete but this will be the first ^ handicap of "rain almost every ton, manager ol the personal alr- 
•nd Mary Jeanne Irarey? That's oV'^/uUfi rtpr ^ ucl “ >n »•«« ®n'v nanclal help. We voted our bonds ^ j „ r day the last three months." craft council of the Aircraft Indus- 

- - ■ . — -■ ay**- 1 *') . - ■ ’ for the project February 13, 1845, The al rvort will be onerated under work day and night to get trie* Association or America. The 

---—__ ®«d started to work. Already we , easf . asreement bv the Asso- u done if we have to/’ he continued, official address,, however, will be 

«l 7 „ „ have had come ln here two ahoe ,. d Al rte - - Kansas nity; "The Lions club said they would made by Jennings Randolph, con- 

WAIL OF AN EX- G A RD ENER fac , t ° r i?’ t tactory f nd * IT: eS FrSmlth, Jr J*p recent ofthe f ome down here m a body and pitch gressman from West Virginia. 

MtlVIVLUDINIMA. crete block lactonr as well a* about * "J££ii£Sit » in 11 T needed th^Wb’ll put up A dinner will be given,that night 

-------1 twenty-five new businesses." prwed Itytag school ihartor BervtcV tenu lf we havo^so^ men can In the basement of Ut^Masonlc hall 

TkDRIRG war aummera It waslprived of their fertile tract. ff arrt«T,- Only Ninety Minute, to Town, nlane rontoLi and r^air shoos would, K WlUt the women of the Astern Star 


Wail of an Ex-Gardener 


----1 twenty-five new businesses." proved fi^g school charter service,'[ ten 13 „ lf w ® havo^soW, men can ln the basement of Urfl 

9 _ , ? ar summers It waslprived of their fertile tract, garden- Only Ninety Minute* to Town.[plane rentals and repair shops woipd f *'2?^ f\ Wltli the women of the 1 

correspondent'* custom tojert dotefuliy^wsg" thrit heads and A drive down Maple street, thejbe among the faculties lurnlrivtj^ :== ^_ : gl£y ram for t^e^-day dedl- preparing and serving Mi 


1 up- turn disconsolately to golf, tennis town’s principal business street, and Under the contract Agreement me 

and other frivolous pursuits in des- swln k b V the netO^bpries, the Associated AirportB^wttf^pay 41.8 

ump ; peration hi *v t „ new bu " br ‘ ck Po^cf/Sand the year rent, $300 ft yS?for the rent of 

^ r.v.n ! - f ,w h , Uten UP attractive red«brick cltJ hXll Is a a house for the compan/s alrpMt 

with nshing, and there is a wholesale convincing experience. / Hollywood manager, and 2 cents a gaJlon on tfie 

and renaissance of lighthearted picnlck- - 1 ■■■-■" , ~ ~ ~ m -" - -■' - ^ 

PLATFORM ROCKERS MM 

din- Your c orrespondedt relaxes on lVcJp9%S^Wip 

the porch and morosely studies the H AQC /lr v iViWm i' 

end public prints and vacation lltera- ’ SI'ECIAL I 7>/ }• 

Ring ture, He would much prefer to I Jr 


lLlr»X^tto^i d I tUrn disconsolately to golf, tennis 
Shir * and £n£ a \ jump! a » d p t h er frivolous pursuits. In des- 

Fllnglng on dungarees and sweat Juration, some have even taken up 
ah lit, he would then load up with fishing, and there is a wholesale 
implements from the garage and renaissance of lighthearted plcnlck- 
dogtrot to a near-by plot where. In in g. motoring, backyard sunning 
company with other burghers and and v ,, ltln _ fth * 

fraus of his block, he’d hack fren- wilh th e, nei »hbora. 

alertly in a vegetable garden till din- Your cor responded t relaxes on 
tier call, the porch and morosely studies the 

Inter, after galloping home and public prints and vacation Jltera- 
woillng his vittJes, he'd go panting ture, He would much prefer to 
back to his spinach, carrots and shove a hand cultivator, track down 
beans. potato bugs or thin radishes. 

By mid-June his back had ac- One learns in time to bear such 
quirod a perceptible arch, his hide deprivations. Into each life (or gar- 
the muddy hue of a Sioux City deni some rain must fail. Chins up, 
Sioux <no relation to Sue) and his Locust Streeters; carry on! J. H. F. 

fingernail* a substrata of dirt Im- --—--- 

pervious to soap, Water, file and DIAMOND YEAH, 

sand. Johannesburg—A new record in 

This spring, sad to relate, home for the South African diamond 
building put an end to this whole- industry, which last year produced 
same outdoor recreation. Where approximately 10a million dollars. Is 
waved the sweet corn and twined predicted by authoritative source* 
the pea vine, homes-to-be now bur- in the union es second largest min- 
geon In a glare of yellow pine, De- era! Interest. 
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Want 

jrrFurmture 
3 jNou;? 

fpFT'^You'll find beautiful fumw 
ture at Yost's now, suites 
and odd pieces, not as large 
selections in every depart¬ 
ment as we'd like to show 
you, ., . but you'll likely find 
what you want ... and, of 
course, at Yost's, you know” 
the quality is right and the 
price is right. 



Low Term.—No Interest 

1225-27 MAIN THURSDAY NOON !. 
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mi iiiiiwajii liig Mill 111‘N. 

IN THIS BIG VALUE GROUP AT 



BEDROOM 

GROUP 


IN .WALNUT VENEER 


con. SPRING 


SPUING 

MATTRESS 


ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF A 
30-DAY CHARGE ACCOUNT 
OR A BUDGET ACCOUNT- 
UP TO 12 MONTHS TO PAYI 


Here’s & “special** lhat will PACK our Furniture Floors with Thrifty buyers who 
KNOW the scarcity ol Bedroom Furniture. Tomorrow you gel. a 4-PIECE SUITE 
plus an INNER8PR.TNO MATTRESS. COIL SPRINGS AND TWO PILLOWS all at 
this Incomparable law price! The 7-drawer vanity haa round Venetian plat* 
mirror , . . Bench has tapestry covered eeat . . . the panel bed la full size . , . 
the chest has four large drawers ... the heavy ceil springs have steel ribbon 
interwoven top. A Missouri specification Innerspring Mattress and TWO feather 
pillows complete the group! 


The MISSOURI—Seventh Floor 

Listen to the “Wishing Weil" KCMO (1480 on your dial) 1:00 P. M. Monday thru Friday 




The Group Includes: 

• 2-Pc. Living Room Suite • Attractive Throw f 

• Stunning Coffee Table • Circular Mirror 

• Matching lamp Table • 2 Lovely Pictures 

• Bright, Cheery Table Lamp • 4-Pc. Scotty Set 

• Smart Footstool. • Decorative Scart 

• 2 Whatnot Shelves . 

■u,m •• •'*' v - . ;«• 4 




For Only 

179 “ 

Pay Only $15 Monthly 




A handsome and attractive group of Living Room Furnishings, carefully selected . . . the bride 
can buy a complete roomful of furniture at one time and at a budget price. Includes a 
stunning 2-Pieco Living Room Suite in Green, Wine, Rose, Blue and covered in durable, attractive 
tapestry. The footstool comes in all colors ... the throw rug is very smart and will blend per¬ 
fectly into the color scheme . . . and in addition you get the coffee table ... lamp table . . . table 
lamp . . . mirror ... 2 scenic pictures . . . 4-piece Scotty Set ... lovely scarf and 2 corner whatnot 
shelves. 


SORRY;;. NO PHONE OR MAIL ORDERS 

WAYNE 



MEHORNAY ASSOCIATE STORE 
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LABORATORY JL 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


Ur, W, c, ’.'avis 
Sheriff of Miller County 
Texarkana, Arkanaaa 


VTA A r R MTl 


August 6, 1946 


Following is the report of the FBI Laboratory giving the 
results of examinations conducted on evidence received from your office. 


e *na^v 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


Virgil Starks, Victim 
Murder, May 3, 1946 
Texarkana, Arkansas 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 

gJDQQRDED 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Addressee 
Letter 7/21/46 


Mi-rotsopio 


62-10364 ■■■-- 
PC-17761-1 BM 
PC-17761-2 3V 
pc- 17 ”c-i m 
°0-17110-2 BV 


53 


Specimens: 


Mr. ToIso n 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg__ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. NlchoTjf“2 
Mr. Rose n 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurne a 

Mr. bar bo_ 

Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington" 
Mr. Quinn Tamm^ 

Tele. Room_ > 

Mr. Mease _ i 
Miss Beah m ft 
Miss Ga^dy ^_^V| 


Fk'cc- Lit 


OTIWTCB SPRMITTFT) Bf LTTTLT POCK FTVLB OFFICE 
Delivered personally by Special gent Pallett 7A5/46 
Q16, Ore tan shirt bearing laundry mark w LS6 n . 

K3, One dungaree jacket belonging to suspect. 


K4, Soil and metal from ground under emery wheel in shop. (#1) 

K5, 'etal specimen from steel work table in shop. (#2) 

K6, Beta! specimen from under drill in shop.(#3) 

K7, Metal specimen from stand under emery wheel. (#4) 

KB, doll specimen fr m under tractor in welding shop. (0$) 

K9, Soil drd metal specimen firm under anvil in shoo. (06) 

K10, Roil specimen from ground in welding shop. (#7) 

Kll, Boil erd metal specimen from under work table. (09) 

K12, Soil specimen from ground in welding shop. (#9) 

K13, Hhir spedraan from head of victim, Virgil rv tarkt. (#10) 

K14, Hair #ppcim«n from Head of suspect, Youell Lee Awinne^. (^11) 

OF BUUXMTTWSt W ,vf |i * 

A- i 

printed name on the neck band of specimen Q16 appears to 
K". Iv could not be determined how long this name had been on the shirt# 


3 Rock 


(Cont 1 d next page) 







Specimen QI6 is sise 16§. A photographic copy cl* tne marking# on the collar 
of Q16 Is attached. 

An examination of the two pockets of ,16 refilled orly a fee 
tobacco fragments, a particle of green subs tan oe, and sone lint. Upon slitting 
the pockets open a quantity of sand, magnetic slag balls, and brown human hair 
from a member of the White race were found between the seems of both pockets. 

The magnetic slag balls are similar to tnose found in grinding and welding 
operations. Photomicrographs of these slag balls and those from the soil from 
the welding shop, KB, are enclosed with this report. 

A microsoopic examination of the soils subsumed showed the 
soils of K4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 12 to be different fron the sand ’ Q16. K10 and 

Kll resembled the sand of Q16 but several differences sere fot ll The sand of 
KB, which most closely resembled that of Q16, was rubbed ar.d v»dhed in an attempt 
to duplicate the condition in which the send of Q16 was found, that is working 
through the seam stitches and being laundered. After rubbing and washing, the 
sand of K3 very closely resembled the.sand of Q16 both in color and physioal 
characteristics. The mineral content was also found to be quite similar, how¬ 
ever differences were found which prevent saying in court that the specimens 
could have come from the sane source. The numerous similarities between them, 
however, indicate the same general area for their sources. Slag balls of course 
were also present in all the soils from the'welding shop. 

Tt is pointed out ihat the sand from Q16 had been altered 
from its original condition duo to working through the seams and probably 
being laundered several times, therefore trie sand comparison would probably 
carry very little weight. The presenas of the metallic slag balls, however, 
is thought to be very significant in the pocket debris. 

Some of the human head hair from the seams of the pockets 
of sp 0 ci.raen Ql6 were similar enough to hair in specimen K13 to have come from 
the same source. These hairs could not have come from tne suspect. Other 
hairs from Q16 were dissimilar to specimen K13 but were similar to spe crimen 
K14 and could lave come from the suspect. From the above hair comparisons 
it 5s the examiner’s opinion that the hair from specimen Q16 is from both the 
victim ar.d suspect or from still another person wna has hair with similar 
chara cteristies. 


It is pointed out that positive identifications can not bo 
based entirely upon hair comparisons. Tt can only be stated that two specimen# 
of hair are either dissimilar and could not have come from the same person or 
that they are similar tc each ether and, therefore, could have corn® from the 
same individual, .. 

(jrJ . , 

Specimen Q16 and specimens K3 through K14 are being returned 
to your office under separate cover by registered mail. 


P0-17761-1 BE 
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VIRGIl^fARKS, Victim 
BORDER, 5/3/46 
Tesnrkana, Arkansas. 




Therm iu delivered to the laboratory ibis morning by Special Agont 
Ballot t of the Lit tie Bock Field Division, erne shirt, tan solar, to ba examined 
for laundry narks and to endeavor to definitely deteradne whether the partially 
obliterated writing in the collar is the mg* "STARK* or "STARR*. The shirt also 
bears a Ison dry mark *IS6*. There erne also submitted a du nga re e jacket bearing 
the same laundry mark, submitted merely to shoe the aame "IS6* laundry mark as 
the dungaree jacket, which la the known clothing of the auapeet. 


The victim, Starks, had a maiding ahoy on hia farm and occasionally 
did abiding jobs. Accordingly, the pockets of the shirt are to be searched very 
carefully to see if thare are present any slag particles, possibly ftps a weld¬ 
ing operation. The shirt should alsc tp cheeked to determine, if pMsalble, whether 
any of the small holes in it originate^ from sparks from welding operations. 

A copy of this memorandum is being fsrwarded directly to Records 
Section to obtain a serial ttufcer. 
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Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm- 

Mr. Clegg__ *' . 

Mr. Coffey _ 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd V V 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tracy_COPIES DESTROYED 

Mr. Aeers_I 

Mr. Carson 14 NQV 1§ 1^64 


Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon__ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke^__■ 

Mr. Quinn Tar 

Miss Nease_ 

Miss Gandy . . . 
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- " 51. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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July 13, V?U6 



iuX* . it# Olios 
Chief of Polios 
Texarkana, Arkansas 

HE* URS JIVED yUUDEHS, TEXARMRA AREA 

Uy dear Chief* 


Reference is made to your telegraphic message of 
July 3, 15*1*6 requesting that th© fingerprints of Charles H, 
Over, Army S' rial #3990/333, be compared with the latent 
fingerprints previously submitted in connection with the 
above-mentioned case* 

lou are advised that the requested comparisons have 
Keen made in the Bureau’s Single Fingerprint Section, but no 
identification could be effected. 

This letter confirms and supplest * - wire to you 
of July It, 191*6. > 

assuring you of my deal;. - u cooperate with you in 
all matters of mutual interest, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



?dr. Tolson_ 

l'r. I, A. TTuSn 
iir. cis " _ 



\'r. h^jen 

Id". Tracy_ 

i’r. Carson 
:lr*. L, an _ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


63081 


Date recorded :7-ll-46 IsOO PH 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: REs UNSOLVED 

TEXARKANA AREA 


Number: 32-20698-20 


■66 


Specimens: The fingerprints of named suspect PVT ROD OVER or CHARLES H. OVER, 
ASN 399073.38j be compared vjith latents previously submitted in 
connection riith this ease. 


Examination requested by: d e If. Giles, ^hiex of Police, Texarkana, Ark. 

Date received: 7-10-46 md 
Date of reference communication: 7 ^ 3 _ 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of examination: Examination by: jiison 
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CC?Little Reck 
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WU17 48/47 2 EXTRA 

TEXARKANA ARK JUL 3 526P 

X" • 

l/J EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
REFERENCE UNSOLVED MURDERS TEXARKANA AREA PLEASE COMPARE^HE 
FINGER PRINTS OF PVT ROD OVER OR CHARLES tf^tfVER ASN 399C<7338. 
FPC 160 OVER M ONE OVER 19 KOU OVER W 0 OVER I I OVER I 0 


OVER 0 23 FINAL. ADVISE RESULT BY WIRE 

TEXARKANA 





R M GILES CHIEF OF POLICE 

:sx-6§g^^p 

ROD OVER H OVER ASN 39907338 FPC 160 M 19 W 0 I I I 0 0 23. 












JTOr 17, 1946 


ROUTINE 




SAC LITTLE BOCK 

RE VIRGIL STARKS, VICTIII, MURDER, DEBRIS FROM POCKETS OF TAN SHIRT FROM 
SUSPECT CONTAINS MAGNETIC METAL STAG BALLS SIMILAR TO THOSE IN GRINDING AND 
MELDING OPERATIONS* HUMAN BROWN HAIR FRAGMENTS ALSO FOUND, SUBMIT KNOWN HAIR 
FPECBENB FROM VICTIM WAR 85, ALSO FROM SUSPECT, QUANTITY OF SAND ALSO 

found* suggest sand samples be submitted from starks residence for comparison. 


REDtANK 
y &2-0O964, 
l- PC—17761 BN 
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. Rosen “ 

. Tracy 

. Carson_ 

. Egan_ 
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Pending ton 
Quinn Tamm” 
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landy,_ 
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11 NOV 16 1964 
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to. Carson_ 

to. L,:an 

to-. Pt.n.-ion_ 

to-. ' :unL'S~fcm 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 7-9-46 5:00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; TEXARKANA MURDERS OF Number: 62-80864 

RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 

MARCH 24, 1946; JAMES PAUL MARTIN BETTI JOE BOOKER, 

APRIL 14, 1946; VIRGIL STARKS, MAI 3, 1946 
Specimens: POLICE COOPERATION 



It is reqtested that the fingerprints of named suspect, YOUELL LEE 
SYJINNEY, FBI# 877089, be compared with the latents previously 
submitted in connection with this case* 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 7-9-46 amb 

Date of reference communication: 7_9_46 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Appier 
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FBI DALLAS 


HRECTOR 


7-9-46 


URGENT 


^jJJNSUBS, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICHARD„L..^RIFFIN, POLLY 

V Iff 0 “ ‘. 

k MARCH TWENTYFOUR. ^ JAME S PAUL MA RTI N, BETTY JOE.1 SQ.QKER, APRIL ^ 

FOURTEEN. VIRGIL^STARKS, MAY THIRD, ALL FORTYSI-X, POLICE COOPERATION. 


— ATTENTI I VISION.-—BUREAU jmJESTED TO COMPARE 

FINGERffljftr# OF YOUELL^E^i-JIN^^^B'^li^^IG^T-^EVEN 
EIGHT NINE, WITH LATENT FINGERPOSTS!'iMHARfrlN DAS^yOOKER 


:iGHT-/SEVEN SEVEN NAUGHT 


>UTEL RESULTS. 


CASE. 
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10-4 8 AM OK FBI WASH DC MVH 
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V a, - 


<' , c 

/?. 'yV 1 

, / ( <y y Aj t V) 

X 

y 

yvy 
















W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
☆ 

TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 


vV 

^ S), " 

<v 

& 




21.July. 1946. 


€ 

Re; VIRGIL STARES. MORDE: 

S a BflaPi ! 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir; 

In regards to your Teletype of July 20.1946 to 
SAC Little Rock, Arkansas, concerning metal slag 
balls and soil sound in brown shirt sent to you by 
this department . I am submitting the following 
specimens for comparison. 


EH. 


#1. Soil & Metal from ground under emory wheel in shop. 
#2. Metal specimen from steel work table in shop. 

#3. iVl etal specimen from under drill in shop. 

6 

#4. Metal specimen from stand under emory wheel. 

#5. Soil specimen from under tractor in welding shop. 
#6. Soil & metal specimen from under Anvil in Shop. 

- #7. Soil specimen from ground in welding shop. 

#8. Soil & metal specimen from under work table 


1 ;. 


,4 

■\> 


i 


a 


^ *4 h v f r-j 
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#9» Soil specimen from ground in welding shop. 

#10. Hair specimen from head of Virgil Starks 

#11. Hair specimen from head of Youell Le^g^inney (Suspect) 

All specimens numbered one through ni^^W^e taken 
from Welding shop of Virgil Starks. 4 $ / ^ r j 

^verv—trulvnvours». / 
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Sheriff. 
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JUIy 15, 1946 


SAC, 3a»1 

Director, 

< 

BETTI JO 
MURDER - 

SPECIAL DEUVERT 


I 



and *m, MARTIN, Victims 
na, Texas. 


PERSONAL ASP CONFIDENTIAL 


Reference is made to previous communications between you ami the 
Seat of Government concerning one caliber .32 automatic pistol bullet and 
cartridge case forwarded to the laboratory by the Texas Department of Public 
Safety Laboratory at Austin, Texas for examination. Following the examination 
in the FBI Laboratory, the bullet end cartridge oaae were appropriately packed, 
sealed and delivered to the wall room for forwarding to Colonel Homer Garrison, 
Director of the Department of Public Safety. Colonel Garrison has advised that 
this bullet and cartridge case have never been received in Austin and according¬ 
ly, the package appears to have been lost. 


For yair information, the Saltlake City Field Office, on April 22, 

1945, took into custody Albert KiabalV|mdrew, was., N.S.P.A.. In Andrew*s 
possession at the time of his arrest baa a caliber .32 Colt Automatic pistol which 
was reported to have been me of the eight weapons stolen on May 9, 1937 from the 
Spear Hardware Company, Fort Smith, Arkansas. Andrew appears to have left 
Wilmington, North Carolina an or about ’larch 16, 1946, proceeding to Salt Lake 
City, Utah. The laboratory has been requested to compare test specimens from 
the weapon found In Andrew's possession at the time of his arrest with the 
evidence bullets and cartridge cases in tbs BETTI JO BOOKER and PAUL MARTIN 
murders. The laboratory does not have any of these evidence bullets or cartridge 
cases to make tbs requested examination, and in view of the apparent loss of the 
one bullet and cartridge oaae previously forwarded by the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, it la desired that you contact Colonel Garrison and endeavor to 
secure one of the evidence bullets and cartridge cases for comparison here with 
tests from that wWApon. Following the examination the evidence bullet and 
cartridge exp? wily be returned via registered mail direct to you or to Colonel 
Garris o^as desired^ 
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July 11, 19l|6 


' 0 "*"b l- % 0 'sh 


lire, Insrfjiartin 
Kilgore Icq Company 
Post Office Box 1202 
Kilgore, Texas 

Bear lira, Martini 

I received your letter of June 26, 1?U6, and I 
appreciate the thought which prompted you to communicate 
with me. Unfortunately I do not have any information 
relative to the establishment of a foundation of the type 
in which you aro interested nor am T able to refer you to 
any Qource which might be of assistance. 

We do not have a foundation of this type in the 
FBI. You may bo interested to know, however, that the wife 
of an individual who was kidnaped and killed by individuals 
later apprehended by the Bureau in the solution of the kid¬ 
naping case established a fund for the FBI of which T am 
trustee. From this fund payment is made to the widow or 
other beneficiary of any FBT Agent who loses his life in 
line of duty. 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Sincerely yours. 


RCHiER 


NOTE: 


James Paul Martin was murdered'on > 
I 4 /IU/U 6 at Texarkana. The bullet 
used in the murder was the one the ' 
Mail Room lost after the Lab 
examined it for Homer Garrison. 

This woman is probably Paul Martin’s 
mother. 
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A 41 GILES, 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
TEXARKANA, ABKANSAS 




rot® TELEGRAM WIRE JlKUOT-psoiTO IfflOns./fi*E W FI8G R _ 
PHOTS HOT IDBOTlai FBKlatPRlTO CHARLES ijjfe. 
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Slavin' 

Ladd 


Nichols 


Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 


Carson_ 
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Augitai 1, 1946 

Colonel Home Garrison, Jr. 

fmw Bepartweat of Public Safety Attentionr m* Trad R« Rywer 
Austin 9# Tame 


Kr. Tolson _ 

Kr. L. A. Tamm_ 
Kr. Clegg 


Kr. Glavin_ 
Kr. Ladd 


Mr. Nichols” 


Kr. Rosen 


Kr. Tracy_ 

Kr. Carson_ 
J.x, Egan__ 


Gurnea 
Kr. Bar bo — 


IX, Hendon 


Xr. PsRiilngto'n__ \ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_^ \ 

Hr, Lease_~ K ’' : lf'-* 

Kiss Gand y Jf\ \ 
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Batter Jo Booker, Jaaaa Paul Martin - Vlctleej Murder. 
-- - Tour File L-U923/&-261. 


Receipt ft* acknowledged of your latter of July 26, 1946# 
advising that you ware fawarding under separate ©over via registered 
mail one caliber *32 ratal jacketed bullet marked with the Renan 
fhneral *TW and initialled «»T.X.m«, which bullet was renew* fvo* 
tin head of Jaaaa BawlMartin, and that you warn alao forwarding one 
caliber .32 iiitocntto pistol cartridge case of Rwdngtan aanufactors 
narked »»B-6S *TJUU* and*F.R.R." on the aide of the cartridge case. 


Xh# oontalnlng tto rofttTttd to bullet cartridge 

case waa received in the RBI Laboratory on July 3U 19*6. this bu l lgt 
ww oow pa r ed with teet bullete fron the odlim* .32 Quit Aatowatio 
Pistol xweovorwd at Salt Lake City, Utah from one Albert Kinball 
Andrwaj however, no alidlarlt&se waro found in the Indi vidual 
tiiaracterlstios upon these two bullets. The evldsnoe cartridge 
case Hated above waa oosparwd with test cartridge oasaa tram the 
r efer re d to caliber .32 Colt Autoaatic Pistol but no sUdlaritles 
ware noted In the individual characteristics upon theea two spaelaens. 


Tho evidence ballot and cartridge oaae lilted above and 
forwarded by you in accordance with your letter of July 26, 1946, 
have^fceeh appropriately packed and returned to you via registered 
nalJQtoday, tjha package bearing registry number 497/80. 
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HOMER GARRISON, JR. 
DIRECTOR 

JOE S. FLETCHER 
ASST. DIRECTOR 
GLEN H. MCLAUGHLIN 



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

BUREAU Of IDENTIFICATION AND RECORDS * 

CAMP MABRY 
AUSTIN 9 

July 26, 1946 


COMMISSION 

GEORGE W. COTTINGHAM 

CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE PRENDERGAST 
J. PRICE MADDOX 
COMMISSIONERS 

IN REPLYING PLEASE REFER 

TO FILE NO. 

L-11923/0-261 


Mr. Edgar J. Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
?/ashington, D. C. 

Attentions Technical Laboratory Firearms Examiner 



Dear Sir: 

On July 20, 1946, Mr. Maurice Acers, Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, in’ a written statement requested that we forw^d one bullet and 
one cartridge case taken from the Betty Jo *BookerrJames_f aur^Ifertin murder crime 
scene to the Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory for comparison with tests 
fired from a weapon presently in the^Lr possession. This weapon having been taken 
from a subject named Albert KimbaliyoTndrew. 

In compliance ?/ith this request, we are this date forwarding, under separate cover 
by registered mail, the following articles to you: 

One .32 caliber metal cased bullet, marked Roman numeral III, and initialed 
"T.X.R," Both of these marks appearing on the bash., while the initials 
"F.R.R.' 1 appear on the nose. This bullet having been removed from the head 
of James Paul Martin, 

One cartridge case .32 caliber or 7.65 millimeter Rem UMC automatic, marked 
(, E-.6 n , "T.X.R." and "F.R.R." All of these marks appearing on the side of 
the_ case. 

The above mentioned bullet’ and case were submitted to the writer by Texas Ranger 
N. K. Dixon, personally, on April 15, 1946, at Texarkana, Texas. 

It is requested that acknowledgement be made of the receipt and notification as 
to when these articles will be returned to us'. . .— 

May we assure you of our continued cooperation a* a-1-1 times. , 


A/V <jk 




Your's very truly, 

Glen II. McLaughlin, Chief 

Bureau of Identification and Records 


Fred R. Rymer 


Sho&aw 


iNxarfdrier 
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REPORT 
of the - 


/ V ^ A \ 

LABORATORYikv 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


VIA AIR MAIL 


July 31, 1946 


Mr. % t*mvis . 

Sheriff ef Miller County 
Texarkana, Arkansas 

Following is the report of the FBI Laboratory giving the 
ry ults of exitSihatione conducted on evidence received from your offioe. 
report serves to confirm and supplement the Bureau*# wire of July 29, 

1946. 


Virgil; Stark#, VIotim 
Murd*r, lfty 3, 1946 
Texarkani*'Arkansas 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 


Examination requested by: 


Examination requested: 


Addressee 
Lstter 7/25/46 


Chemical 


62-30864 

FC~17S#$''80 



Specimens: 


Mr. ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm' 

Mr. Clegg_~ 

Mr. Glavln_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

•Mr. Nichol s ~ 
Mr. Rosen V 1 
Mr. Trac. y_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Karbo_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn 
Tele. Roo; 

Mr. Nease 
Miss Beah 
'Vilss Gandy 


Q17, Set of fiber aeat covers taken from 1941 Plymouth Sedan in 
possession of Peggy Steven# Swinney -when recovered. 

Q1S, One pair tan cotton trousers ?ith legs of trouser# cut away 
from the waist. 

Q19, Two legs of a pair of tan cotton trousers. 

Q20, envelope containing scraping# from floor beard of front seat of 
1941 Plymouth Sedan. 

Q21, envelope containing scrapings from floor beard in back seat of 
1941 Plymouth Sedan. ■■/#£ , 

Q22, One rubber floor mat from rear seat floor of automobile. c 

RESULTS OF FXAKtffATT0N8 1 

Fod>leod was found on any of the s^ittdSi^feW. epeothens 


si* "by railway #0 


[dnots i 
lleet. 


is being returned to you under separate 
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0^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGaMn 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


m&mm d 

7-26-46 abc 
1x45 m 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


15 X* fe 


VXS011 ax*8KS» Victim 
5/J/46 

Texarkana, Arkansas 


File # £2-20864 ^ 

Lab. # K.-17856 BO 




Examination requested by: i. K. lav&a. Sheriff of Hiller Co*, Texarkana, Ark. 


Date of reference communication: l«fc 7/22/46 
Examination requested: Chemical (Biochamical) 

Result of Examination: 


Date received: 7/26/46 abc / 
Evid. rac’d air expire*# 7/2u/*± 


Examination by: Y17CAN 


Specimens submitted for examination 

f * 

*/ Q17 Set of fiber seat cover# taken from 1941 Plymouth Sedan in possession of - 
Stevens Sainne/ mfem recovered. 

^ QIC One pair tan cotton trousers eith logs of trouser# cat smy from the mist, 
v *19 two i -'48 of a pair of as**## tan cotton trouser#. 

V qSD Bmrelape containing scrapings from floor board of front seat of I 94 I 
Plymouth Sedan. 

* <21 Envelope curtaining scrapings from floor board in beck seat of 1*41 

Plymouth Sedan. 

022 On# rubber floor mt from raar sent floor of automobile. / 
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W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 
* 

TEXARKANA. ARKANSAS 
July 25* 1946. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice. 
Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sir; 



(/' 

Re; Virgil Starks, 
Victim Murder. 


The follfiiwing items are being sent to your 
Department to be processed for tsaces of Human Blood. 

#1. one set of fiber seat covers taken from 1941 
Plymouth sedan^-This car was in possession of 
Peggy Stevens^Swinney, wife of Youell LeeKiS'winney 
when recovered. 


JS 5 

<4 « as 


NOV 16 


#2. One pair of tan cotton trousers with the legs 
of the trousers cut away from the waist. 


Two legs of a pair of cotton tan trousers, 


#4. One envelope with scraping from the floor board (front seat] 
of the 1941 green Plymouth sedan in #1 item. 


#5* u ne envelope of scrapings from the floor board 

in the back seat of the Plymouth sedan in item #1. 

#6. One rubber floor mat from rear seat floor of^ar ,j 


I would appreciate a reply as soon as possible. 
Thanking you for your spendid cooperation,! remain, 


wy a 


joes#* 

h 


■■■ 


ery truly yours. 


. BiTJavis. Sheriff. 


■; a;;#* 
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ifiriirral SSurrmi of Investigation 

United §tntra Uepartment of Kustire 

San Antonio, Texas 
July 22, 1946 


Director. FBI 


Re: BETTY JO BOOK® and-PAUL MARTIN, Victims 
MURDER - Texarkana, Texas 


Dear Sir: 


EX - S2 

For the Bureau's informs^.? 


bhy^ifi’ct 


(1 -lr. FL' 1 


1ER and Fir*. 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated July 15, 1946, instructing that 
Colonel HOMER GARRISON be contacted for the purpose of securing one of 
the evidence bullets and cartridge cases in the BETTY JO BOOKER and PAUL 
MARTIN Murder Case for comparison with tests from .p *32 calibre Colt Au¬ 
tomatic pistol which was token from ALBERT KIKBALL/S^NDRE", was.', N.S.P.A. 

Please be advised that Colonol HOMER GARRISON is in Seattle, Ylashingtcn, at /G 
the present time and has been since July 14, 1946. He will not return to v 
Austin until approximately nupust 8, 1946. In colonel GARRISON'S absence, 

I contacted Ass't. Director JOE FLETCHER. ^.... . jj • 

W .. 

p. fir. FLETCHER requested a "written reouest. This was prepared'for him in 
,-r. memorandum form dated July 20, 1946. h conference was also held with Labo- 
f? J ratory Technician FRED KYMil in the presence of Mr. FLETCHER, who stated 
q that the bullet and cartridge case reouested could be prepared for shipment 
|i!j ^ and would be transmitted by registered mail at 5:00 PM on July 22, 1946. 

K je 

P . g Both Hr* FLETCHER and Mr. RY1ER were furnished sufficient information to 
5 identify the incoming evidence with the Bureau request, “.'hen this evidence 
S K has served its purpose, Jtt y sOsSSauested that it be returned by registered 
3 x mail directly to the Texas Gepartmeok of Public Safety. ) 

t 1 ex - 62 L ^, </*<!/:tL . 


RYi.lER it was ascertained that the bul let and cartridge case which were for¬ 
warded by the Texas Department of Public Safety tp the FBI Laboratory for 
examination and subsequently lost are identical with the two bullets and 
two cartridge cases found in the examination ojy.ttepCSsame crime scene, namely, 
that relating to the murder of PAUL-. fyP\ 


Laboratory Technician RYiTSi stated that prior to sending the bullet and 
cartridge case to the Bureau it was examined by him and found to be iden¬ 
tical with the two bullets and two cartridge cases presently in possession 
of the Texas Department of Public Safety. The lost bullet and cartridge case 
in question were recovered by a deputy sheriff of Bo?;ie County, Texarkana, 
Texas , turned over to Captain of Rangers II. T. GONZAULLAS, who forwarded the 

E bullet and cartridge case to the Laboratory of the Texas Department 

of Public Safety with the reouest that they be transmitted to the FBI 
Laboratory for examination and comparison. 

I 

V \ ■ 

J .0 /.A) & . 


\ .ay. 

j/V 












Letter to Director, Pago 2, July 22, 1946 


Re: BETTY JO BOOKER and PAUL MARTIN, Victims; MURDER - Texarkana, Texas 


Mr. FLETCHER did not feel that there was a very great possibility that the 
bullet and cartridge case would be requested. However, he stated that if 
a request were made for the lost evidence, it would probably be necessary 
to call upon a representative of the FBI to testify as to what happened to 
it. 


In view of all circumstances, from a legal standpoint, it does not appear that 
a case against the murderer, if and when he is located and identified, would 
suffer from an evidentiary standpoint since it appears that Mr. RYKER could 
testify that the lost bullet and cartridge case were examined by him and found 
to be identical i»:ith the two additional bullets and cartridge cases found at 
the crime scene and presently in possession of the Texas Department of Public 
Safety. 

It was further ascertained during the conversation with Mr. FLETCHER that the 
Texas Department of Public Safety at one time lost a piece of evidence which 
was forwarded to its Laboratory. 


Very truly yours. 



i.b/Q 

'j$ t ft 


II. 'H. aCERS 
SAC 






SAC, Little Hook 

John Edgar Hoover, Director 2BI 


July 23, 1946 


Unknown Subject; Virgil Starke - Vietim; Murder. Texarkana, Arkansas, 
Hay 3, 1946. 

By letter dated Hay 27, 1946, you transmitted to the Laboratory for S ; 
examination a number of test bullets and cartridge cases fired from various 
guns seised by Sheriff Davis of Miller County, and you requested that these 
test specimens be compared with the evidence cartridge eases forwarded by 
Sheriff Davis on May 4, 1946. TnnnrujMi as the evidence specimens had been 
returned to Sheriff Davis, he was requested by telegram on June 5th to resubmit 
the evidence cartridge cases for the desired comparison. No reply having been 
received from Sheriff Davis, by teletype dated June 21, 1946, you were 
requested to contact him relative to resubmitting the evidence specimens. 

No reply has yet been received from you or fitcm Sheriff Davis. Unless the 
evidence specimens are resubmitted and reoeived in the Laboratory by July 31 
the referred to test specimens mill be returned to your office. 


62-80864 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr, L, k. Tamm 
Mr. Clegg 
Vt, Glavin" 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. I'JichoT 


/ 











F^t ^ALLAS 


7-2S-4S 


5-08 PM 


CTOR AND SAC LITTLE ROCK 


URGENT 




f X ni'i U LI 1 iLL. UUUi-H i t 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICKARD L.GRIFFIN, RQLLY AMlfl/^f^ 
'MOORE, MARCH TWENTYFOUR, FORTYSIX, JAMES PAw/mARTIN, BETTY JO^EOOKERJgS 


APRIL FOURTEEN, FORTYSIX, VIRGIL STARKS MAY THREE, FORTYSIX, POLICE f 
COOPERATION. BUREAU PLEASE REFER TO REPORT OF SA HORACE S. KALLETT 
‘ .TED JULY TWELVE, FORTYSIX . LITTLE ROCK, ARK ENTITL ED YOUE M. LEE 
^oWINNEY, WAS, MRS PEGGY LOISrffjWINNEY, WAS, NMVTA, WHEREIN IT REFLECTS 
THAT MRS SWINNEY WAS APPREHENDED BY ARKANSAS STATE POLICE JUNE TWENTY 
EIGHT FORTYSIX. AGENT HALLETT AND AN 23^ ARKANSAS STATE POLICE OFFICER 
SEARCHED THE SWINNEY RESIDENCE FOR INFORMATION WHICH WOULD INDICATE 
THE WHEREABOUTS OF SWINNEY AND FOUND A SHIRT HAVING A LAUNDRY MARK 
BEARING THE NAME OF STARKS. MRS SWINNEY HAS BEEN HELD IN THE COUNTY 
JAIL AT TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS SINCE THE DATE OF HER ARREST AND LAST NIGHT 
TOLD SHERIFF DAVIS OF TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS THAT SHE HAD BEEN' WITH 

YOUELL LEE SWINNEY WHEN HE KILLED JAMES PAUL MARTIN..MD BETTY JO BOOKER 

ON APRIL FOURTEEN, FORTY£|j^}tf^IG(!E0 j STATEMENT WAS, TAKEN THIS AFTER 




NOON FROM HRS SWINN 


THE COUNTY ATTORNEY AND 


58IFF 0 


DEN TJr AGENTS OF FI Cl 
y tefaWkan#?' arkSnj 


TAKEN THIS JjiFTEl 

*?t7texarkana 'Ey 


F XgXAJjjA^p^KJtNSAS AND SHE STATED 


IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS. T.iAT THEY JiAD HAD A 


BEERS IN TEXARKANA 


AND HAD DRIVEN TO THE LOVERS LANE PARK AFTER MIDNIGHT ON APRIL FOURTEEN 
FORTYSIX AND HAD PARKED THEIR CAR APPROX TWO HUNDRED FEET PAST MARTINS 









PAGE TWO 

AUTOMOBILE AND HAD WALKED BACK TO KIS CAR. HER HUSBAND HAD A 

THIRTY TOO AUTOMATIC IN ONE HAND AND A GLOVE ON THE OTHER. THEY TOOK WES 
XXX ThE BOY AND GIRL OUT OF THE CAR AND MADE THEM GET IN THEIR CAR WHICH • 
WAS A STOLEN PLYMOUTH SEDAN AND DROVE THEM APPROX ONE FOURTH MILE FROM 
THE AUTOMOBILE WHEN SWINNEY MADE MARTIN GET OUT OF THE CAR AMD CLIME 
OVER THE FENCE AFTER WHICH HE SHOT HIM TWICE. MRS SWINNEY HELD THE 

GIRL IN THE CAR. SWINNEY RETURNED AND THEY DROVE DOWN THE ROAD AND 

TURNED AROUND AND WHEN THEY 0* mSL^sm CAME PAST THE SPOT WHERE MARTIN 
HAD EEEM SHOT THEY OBSERVED HIM STAGGERING DOWN THE ROAD WHEREUPON SWINNEY 
STOPPED THE CAR AND WENT UP TO WHERE MARTIN WAS STANDING AND SHOT 
HIM AGAIN. THEY THEN PROCEEDED DOWN THE ROAD DRIVING FIRST UP ONE SIDE 
ROAD AND THEN ANOTHER AND STOPPE^, WHEREUPON SWINNEY MADE HIS WIFE 
LEAVE THE CAR FOR APPROX THIRTY MINUTES AND HE RAPED BETTY JC 
EOOKER• MRS SWINNEY STATED SHE WAS CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE CAR TO HEAR 
THE SCREAMS OF THE GIRL. UPON RETURN TO THE CAR THEY DROVE DOWN A 
SIDE ROAD AMD SWINNEY MADE MISS BOOKER GET OUT OF THE CAR AND THEY 
WALKED TO A WOODED AREA WHEREUPON HRS SWINNEY HEARD TWO SHOTS. SWINNEY 
THEN DROVE HIS CAR AROUND If! THAT AREA AND FINALLY STOPPED IN A 

SECLUDED AREA WHERE HE CHANGED CLOTHES BECAUSE THE CLOTHES HE WAS 

WEARING HAD BLOOD ON THEM. IT IS TO BE POUNTED OUT THAT AT THE PLACE 
DESIGNATED EY MRS SWINNEY AS TO WHERE THE CLOTHES WERE CHANGED IS THE 








PAGE THREE 

SAME POINT WHERE THE MARTIN BOYS ADDRESS BOOK WAS M&m& FOUND. AFTER 
CHANGING HIS CLOTHES THEY DROVE BACK DOWN THE ROAD WHERE THE 
MARTIN BOYS CAR WAS PARKED AND SWINNEY GOT A BLACK CASE FROM THE 
EACK SEAT OF THE MARTIN BOYS CAR AND PUT IT IN THE BACK OF HIS OWN 
CAR. THEY THEN RETURNED TO TEXARKANA AND DROVE TO A WOODED AREA 
IN THE COUNTRY NEAR HER PARENTS HOME WHERE THEY SPENT THE REST OF THE 
NIGHT AND THE FOLLOWING DAY. THE NEXT NIGHT WAS SPENT AT HER PEX&X 
PARENTS HOME AND THE FOLLOWING DAY THEY PROCEEDED TO DALLAS 9 TEXAS. 
ENROUTE TO DALLAS SWINNEY STOPPED ON A SIDE ROAD AND EURNED THE BLLX-XX 
BLOODY CLOTHES, MRS SWINNEY STATES SHE HAS NEVER SEEN THE BLACK 

CASE SINCE SWINNEY PUT IT IN THE CAR ON THE NIGHT OF THE MURDER. 

SWINNEY HAS ADVISED HIS WIFE THAT THE GUN HE USED IN THE SECOND MURDER 
WAS THE SAME GUN THAT HE USED IN ThZ FIRST DOUBLE MURDER BUT HE HAS NOT 
TOLD HER ANYTHING AEOUNT THE FIRST DOUBLE MURDER. MRS SWINNEY STATED 
THAT SHE HAD A DATE WITH A MAN NAMED VIRGIL STARKS AT THE SAVOY HOTEL 
ABOUT JANUARY ONE FORTYSTTaND" THAT THERE WAS ANOTHER COUPLE PRESENT. 
SINCE THAT TIME THE GIRL THAT WAS PRESENT HAS ADVISED SWINNEY OF THE 
DATE AND SWINNEY AFTER AN ARGUMENT ON MAY THREE ADVISED HER THAT HE WAS 
GOING TO TAKE CARE OF STARKS. SHE ADVISED THAT AFTER HE RETURNED HE AXX-X 
ADVISED HER THAT HE HAD TAKEN CARE OF STARKS AND THAT HE WAS WEARING 
SOME OLD SHOES AND HAD RED RIVER MUD ON THEM . THEY LATER WENT QXXX TO 


LITTLE ROCK AND SHE DROPPED THESE SHOES IN A RIVER ENROUTE. SWINNEY 






PAGE FOUR 

IS IN CUSTODY OF THE ARKANSAS STATE POLICE AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS, 

EUT HAS HADE NO ADMISSIONS TO DATE. THE PLYMOUTH CAR THAT NAS BEING 
USED BY THE*SWINNEYS HAS TNG ALLSTATE TIRES. IT IS TO FE POINTED OUT 
THAT A CAR HAVING TWO ALLSTATE TIRES WAS ONE OF THE CLUES IN THE CASE. 
THE NEWSPAPERS HAVE' MOT PEEM ADVISED TO DATE OF THE DEVELOPMENTS AND 
THE ARKANSAS AUTHORITIES ARE GOING TO TAKE MRS SWINNEY TO LITTLE ROCK 
TONIGHT TO ENDEAVOR TO GET A CONFESSION FROM YOUELL LEE SWINNEY. IT IS 
TO BE POINTED OUT TEAT A CHECK EY THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION OF THE 
FINGERPRINTS OF PEGGY LOIS SWINNEY FAILED TO IDENTIFY THEM WITH LATENT5 


IN THIS CASE. 
WYLY 


Galled l£ef- 


ACK IN ORDER 
WA JELSSS 


i-25 PM OK FP.I WA DC JP 


LR OK F I FEI L.R MFH 
DISC _ 
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^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATlA 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


CC - 160 


TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


July 301, 3946 


Hr. V. E. Omil BOUTINS 

Transmit the following message to: SltMlff COLLECT 

^ 'y L i J / / Millar County 

^ / % b n ° / * G k? tWMtona, Arkanea® 


<2 


STARKS MURDER CASE. 


CE YOUR LETTER JULY TNENTYNIKTH.*’ IMPOSSIBLE 


TO DETERMINE AOS OF LAfflttRX MARK ON SHIRT, 


RED:AT 


ToIso n 
E. A. TSrraP 

Clegg_ 

Glavin_ 

Ladd 

Nichol s 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Carson_ 

Egan_ 

Gurnea_ 

Harho_ 

Hendon 
Penning to n__ 
Quinn Tamm_ 
please 

\G^Say_ 


COPIES DESTROYED 

11 NOV^16 19644 

—— SOMMUai&AUUMt 


SENT VIA. 


HOOVER 





M Per 



^SBrnOS 












W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 


TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

29 . July. 1946. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Washington, D. C. 


Re; . Virgil St.arksu. 
Victim Murder. 

TAN SHIRT(EVIDENCE) 


Dear Sir; 

I sent to your department several days ago a 
tan shirt to he examined in your laboratory. 

This shirt contained in the collor the^ Wmm#- 
mark STARK. J 

Can you determine about the length of time this 
mark has been in the shirt. If so please advise by 
Western Union at once. 

Thanking you for your cooperation. I remain. 
















ftoi: rAt fcUft&UJ fir INVESTIGATION 
U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUKICATIOHS SECTION 


JUfcfM.’MSy 


i 

1 


Gin via ... 
Mr..Ud*. x .. 







TELETYPE 




mt. »arwr::.. 


FBI DALLAS 


7-29-46 


^-DIRECTOR AND SAC LITTLE ROCK 


10-38 AM 
URGENT 



| Mr. Pettahifffcvn_ 

j Mr. Quliiijo Tamm_ 

Mr. Nsfc.se._. 

Wise G&ndv.vfUi-- 


'UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POj 
h\ ^MOORE , MARCH TWENTYFOUR, FORTYSIX, JAMES PAUL^ARTIN, BEff#*Ji 


0 M 

0 BOOKER, 


^^mPRIL FOURTEEN, FORTYSIX, V.J^flTSTARKS MAY THREE, FORTYSIX, POLICE 
COOPERATION. REMYTEL JULY TWENTYSIXTH LAST. PEGGY LOIsT^WINNEY r 


,COOPERATION. REMYTEL JULY TWENTYSIXTH LAST. PEGGY L0IS7pWINNEY | 

p MAINTAINED THAT SIGNED STATEMENT GIVEN BY HER WAS TRUE AND CORRECT / ' J 

v v . m 

\ UNTIL JULY TWENTYEIGHTH LAST, AT WHICH TIME SHERIFFS W. Hi PRESLEY . J 
' ^ AND W. E. DAVIS DROVE HER TO DALLAS, TEXAS, SO THAT SHE COULD LOCATE ■% 

* w I 

\ PLACE WHERE YOUELL LEEjfSWINNEY ALLEGEDLY BURNED THE BLOODY CLOTHES. | 
PEGG^fewiNNEY THEN STAT ED THA T ENTIRE STORY GIV EN BY HER WAS UNTRUE - | 
\ . AND THAT~SHE HAD MADE PREVIOUS ADMISSIONS BECAUSE SHE HAD BEEN 

QUESTIONED S O EXTENSIVELY BY ARKANSAS AUTHORITIES... SHE NOW DENIES | 

ANY PARTICIPATION OR ANY KNOWLEDGE OF MURDERS. SHERIFFS OFFICE, 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS, AND TEXAS RANGERS ARE NOW' CXpiNCED THAT HER STATEMENTS 
WAS UNTRUE. YOUELL LEE SWINNEY ’STILL IN CUSTODY ARKANSAS STATE POLICE.- J 
WYLY i¥i 09, ^ -.1 


ACK IN ORDER 


WA S 11-40 AM OK FBI WASH DC DH 


LR OK FBI LR MFH 




/ f f, 

■? AUG h. 




DISCP 



59 AUG 141946 



























‘ J <L^* 

V*—> 


%>**?£> n't </ /? 

m war * 


Augoat 2, 1;4o 


i&reetor, fat 


UHKH&.': StJBJBC®J TSSABXm MNELERS o? RICHARD L* OBIFSTH 

/ potty ak» mooes, jiarch 24, 19461 jamiji martin, asm 

. 401 ; BOOKER, AmiL 14, 194o| TiaoiL 57A: 'JiSj mi 3, 1946 
,/roues caoPmmaf 

# : Reference ip mde to year letter of July 25# 1946, requesting 

'that the flagerprlotp of Marion IMnoa Beasley, Kavy service J847 00 44# 
' and !*ar«liiai'S^«lay Clift, Sevy service #9£>6 42 00# bp ocwsjwrad srlth 
\ ; the latent flngV!rislipreHou&^ developed in connection with the 
Booker-Martin rrardor ease, your file #62-1329• 

V .i 

. ■ 1 

You are advised that the requited coepesriaonc have bean node, 
bat no identifioationa ware effected* 


CC* 7%ir arloane 
Tnoxville 

FJAsCJO 


62 - 80864 - 


. Tracy_ 

. Carson_ 

. Egan_ 

. Gurnea_ 

. Harbo_ 

. Hendo n 
. PennlngtcrP 
. Quinn TaTdn_ 


2 AR 


IpTIWG I 5 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 7-31-46 1:00 Pil 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: 


Wui 


Specimens: 


UNKNOWN SUBJE0T3| Texarkana Hurders of Number: 62-80864 

RICHARD L. ORimir, POLLY ANN IIOOHE, ■ 

3- 24-46; JAlPffi PaUL iiadTiH, BETTY JOE BOOKER, 

4- 14-46; vmOTL STAHKS 5-3-46j 
POLICE COOPTATION 



It is requested that the fingerprints of the following named 
suspects, be compared with the unidentified latents in 
connection with the above cases* __ titiLP ■> 

PArtlO!' i^Pv.'CE BEASL.Y, NSN 847 00 44 — H**’ * fb of*i 


liA.ffiIIA.LL STANJJSY OUZEL NSN 966 42 00. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Lallas 

Date received: 7-30-46 aiab 

Date of reference communication: 7-25-46 
Examination requested: fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Appier 


CC; New Orleans 
Knoxville 











^S^TTV 


Office Memorandum 


# 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


d« noM ■■ 

SUBJECT; 


DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: JULY 25, 1946. 

SAC, DALlA / ATTENTION: SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 

UNKNOYiN SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of 
RICHARD LSRaiFKN, .POLLY ANN VldoRE, 

,3-24-46; JAMES Pmi&IARTIN, B ETTY J OE ._ 

^BOOKE R, 4-14-46; VIRGIL'STARKS 5-3-46; 

POLICE COOPERATION _ Bureau file 62-60864 


\ 


^ Files of the Dallas Field Division reflect that MARION 

FRANCE BEASLEY, NSN 847 00 44, and MARSHALL STANLEfilLIFT, NSN 966 42 00, 
escaped on February 27, 1946, from the United States Public Health Ser¬ 
vice Hospital at Fort .ibrth, Texas. 


The present status of the case involving BEASLEY is un¬ 
known inasmuch as an RUC report was made to the New Orleans Field Division 
on May 29 , 1946. It is assumed that CLIFT has been apprehended inas¬ 
much as on June 15, 1946, a telegram was received from the Knoxville 
Field Division asking that this office discontinue investigation. 


Both individuals appear to be mental cases. 


DING- 


This information has been furnished to the Sheriffs Of¬ 
fice at Texarkana, Texas, and it is their request that the fingerprints 
of the above two individuals be compared with the unidentified latent 
fingerprints in the BOOKER-MARTIN case. 5 

The Single Fingerprint Section is requested to make this 

comparison. 


»JDP:BD 

62-1229 


•V> 
. -)• 





/ 

























~T^ 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 7-22-46 4:00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: m5 URGES! STARKS - VICTIM 
MURDER 

Texarkana, Arkansas, May 3, 1946 


Number: - -32-206^ ' g= - 


Specimens: Palm-prints of suspect, YOUELL SWINNEY, submitted for comparison 
mth the unidentified latents in connection vdth the above 
case. 


Examination requested by: 1ST. E. Davis, Sheriff, Pillar County, Texarkana, Arkan 

Date received: 7-22-46 amb 

Date of reference communication: 7-13-46 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Appier 


CC: Little Rode 


’ 'tj 




1 


ab'e. y^^y 

|V *• 


SFP-27' 











W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 


TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

IS July. 1946. 


FBI. 

Washington, D.C, 




'/MtJtBU'.SjW.Z.'r* 1 


Please'compare enclosed palnuprints with all 
prints connected with V IRGIBSjSTARKS M URDER CASE 
Texarkana Arkansas May. 3. 1946. 


S HE ! P. IFF S DEPART WENT 

MI.LIXR COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

w. E. DAVIS. SHERIFF 

‘ifewte, Ark, 


SC® 


fctr. ^ 
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CERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C; 
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Case References 

7751/46 - 
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Sheriff of Millar Cty. 
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To: 


REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


tmgwst X. 


ms* um m 
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lit a eopps 
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Re: 




■mv 

\ \ John Edgar Hoover, Director 



YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 8-21-46 11:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: 


RE: 


Specimens: 


UNKNO'JN SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of 
RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 
3-24-46 j JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE 
BOOKER, 4-14-465 VIRGIL STARKS, 5-3-46; 
POLICE CO OPERATE ON 
Bureau File #62-80864 


Number: 62-80864-71 


It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspect 
LEON 0LANDER HJTNER, ASN 18124281, be compared with 
the unidentified latents in the BOOKER-MARTEN case. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 8-20-46 amb 

Date of reference communication: 8-15-46 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 





(5s. 

S'"'' ^ 




Examination by: Robyak 
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STANDARD FORM NO* 64 


Office Memorandum 


♦ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to Director, FBI date .-August 15, 1946 

FROM : SAC, Dallas 

subject: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of 

RICHARD L/ GRIFFIN, POLLY ANNaMDORE, 

3-24-46; JAMES FAULT MARTIN, BETTY JOE 

^- ( „, BOOKER, 4-14-46; VIRGIfeSTARKS, 5-3-46; 

' POLICE COOPERATION 
Bureau File #62-80864 


Attnt Single Fingerprint Section 


The Texas Rangers have advised this office that IEON OLANDER 
'BUTNER resides in the vicinity of Spring Lake Park where the bodies of 
JAMES PAUL MARTIN and BETTY JOE BOOKER were found murdered on the morning 
of April 14 , 1946* The Sheriff's Office and the Texas Rangers have received 
complaints regarding BUTNER'S activities* They requested that BUTNER'S 
Army Serial Number be ascertained, and that the Bureau be requested to 
compare his fingerprints with the unidentified latent fingerprints in the 
BOOKER-MARTIN case* 


The Records of Local Board #1, Texarkana, Texas, reflect that 
LEON OLANDER BUTNER, Route 3, Box 543, Texarkana, Texas, was discharged 
from the United States Army at Camp Fannin, Texas, on February 22, 1946* 
His Serial Number was 18124281* It is requested that his fingerprints be 
compared with the unidentified latent fingerprints in the BOOKER-MARTIN 
case* 


YSDP-mjh 

62-1229 


' Xt ®** 350 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
_Transmit the following message to: 


JULY 22, 1946 


- & ° g. E, DAVIS 

SHERIFF OF HILLER COUNTY 
TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

REURLET EIGHTEENTH INSTANT VIRGIL STARKS MURDER CASE. LATENT PAIN PRINT NOT 
IDENTIFIED PAIM PRINTS TOOKLL SUINNST. CONFIRMING. 


ST. COLLECT 

JffiUCJO 

32-20698 


4 / 




Mr. ToIson_ _ _ 

Mr. E. A. TajrmT] 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavln_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. -Nichols ' 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Lgan__ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_. 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy_ 


COPIES DESTROYER 

11 NOV 16 1964 


Vmjli >£,: 


SENT VIA 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

FBI 
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Yandard form no. 64 


Office Mevmand, 


MR. S. J. TRACY 


W. W. BromweU 




SUBJECT: 


Unknown Subjects: Virgil Starks, Victim 
Texarkana, Arkansas 
File #32=20693- 


Tfl, • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: July 2&, 1946 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg__ 

•Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Ladd JT\ 

Mr. Nlchqj Tj~ 
Mr. Roserf 
Mr. Tracj^ 

Mr. Carsorpig 
Mr. Ega n 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tajrai_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


I received a call from SAC Wyly at 11:10 this morning in 
reference to the above matter. He st ted that one Youell Le^njS'winn ey Jnl ?!. 
had been arrested by the Sheriff’s Office at Texarkana, Arkansas, in 
connection with the above murders and his fingerprints had been compared 
by the Single Fingerprint Section and found to be not identical with the 
latents that had been submitted. 

He continued that Swinney’s wife, Peggy Loit^Swirme y. has indicated 
that she was with him at the time of one of the murders. Wyly desires to 
have her fingerprints compared with the latents. He informed that Peggy Lois 
Swinney had been fingerprinted by the Sheriff’s Office, Texarkana, Arkansas, 
their #4278, and also' by the U. S. Marshal, Fort Smith, Arkansas, on July 2, 
1946. Wyly desires to be advised telephonically the results of this examina¬ 
tion as a statement is being taken from her within a couple of hours. 

This information was furnished to Mr. Deiss of the Single Finger¬ 
print Section who is arranging for the comparison. -- 

RECORDED & 


WWBsmk t IP ® A 

31 AL'G 1 1946 • 

Addendum: 7-26-46, WWB:mk. Fingerprints for one Peggy Lois Swinney, taken 
by the Little Rock Field Division on July 2, 1946, bearing #4278, were 
located an4 Compared with the latent fingerprints in the Betty J0Booker- 
James Pa uliiartiii case. Bureau File #32-24535 and found toTiF'noPidentical. 
The fingerprints could not be compared with the latent palm prints in the 
Virgil Starks case as there were no palm prints on the fingerprint card. The 
results of this examination were furnished, pursuant to your instructions, by 
telephone to SAC Wyly at 12:15 today. I suggested to Wyly that palm prints 
be obtained from Peggy Lois Swinney for comparison with the latent palm prints 
in the Starks case, however, he felt this was not necessary as she was not in 
the Starks home. 








July 29, 1946 fcOUTJ3f£ 

Mr* W. E. Davit \\ 

Sheriff of Miller County 

Ttsartcana, Arkansas 


R&YOUR LETTER JULY TWENTYFIFTH 

STARKS MURDER. MO BLOOD ON TROUSSIS OR ARTICLES FROM AUTO. 


HOOVER 
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PC-17856 BO 
62-80864 
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r o ice of Contents from! 
% BUREAU OF INVESTIGAlj 
ASHINGTON, D. C. 


Case References 


Consigned to: SAC 


Unkn^HPJP| »ti Texarkana Murde rs 
71 -g i 1 May 3, 1946 

Police Cooperation_ 


List of Contents 


Mr. Harbo, 7641 
Mr. Conrad, 7142 
Mr. Downing, 7632 


62-30864 ..i “*• . 

PC-1744i' FA-' SSSwisvial of blood and test bullet and >c£48A t, 

from 9 weapons confiscated by Snerlff Q^.-s? au s hman * 7 P 



REGISTE RED 7AIL 


S' '}- ' 


y.f/ fv o 


h vM^i ij-ap oro, place dare of shipment and Registry nu 


g Room, show 


of ship*»er£# ante 14 i ki ad* tlw^Hnvoice; then return it to person vwhose nanfeis ch/c£ed in column at 
After this checked name mas been initialled, invoice should be placed in administrative file. 
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Case References 
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List of Contents 
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Mr. Harbo, 7641 
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Mi. Pfafman, 
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date of shipment and initial th 1S m'^ce; then r v ^ placed 
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nd Registry number; Shipping Room, 
son whose name is checked in column 
he Dlaced in administrative f 
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Reguesifd by Taxar) 


BY CMA ^ S ,- B( >ATW« 

Staff Writer. I 

^TE^RKANA. May 7,-M.yor 
p„ ' ff* r knes«; of Texarkana, 
exas, Tuesday telegraphed Con- 
eressman Wright Patman to ob- 
PRT L Cre . W ° f specially trained 

^ateiv 7 S J5 at0re t0 come 'mme- 
djately to this two-state city, scene 

ah « i m,r ? ers and one attempt¬ 
ed murder in a 39-day period. P 

, The telegram cited that the 
people are scared and panicky 
!'•’ - business is hurt and people 
I are moving away.” 

i/m^ ar ^ nesi and Bowie Countv 
^exas) Judge Herbert Line and 
possibly Mayor Searcy H Atkin- 
i son of Texarkana. Ark., expect to 

lv nd to Sln FBI aP n P€a V° r aid direct ' 
[Hoover. DlreCtor J ' Ed « arl 
County Judge Line commented: 
im staying as close in home as 
the rest of them. My wife and I 
were cool after the first two dou ! 
ble murders because they oc- 

te dnVf ke D d COUples and we; 

,aont do that. But now, with this 
|killer striking in the homes we’re 
nervous, too.” 

* ' vas ^Plained that the peo¬ 
ple have not lost confidence in the 

•Tex1fc nt p investi ^ ator s. including 
&L R \ n A« rs ’ Arka ”sas state po 
sheriff 6 Ml l er bounty (Arkansas); 
fhnrv or u the Bowi e Countv au- 

thP 47 eS ’ that any add ition to| 
he 47 manhunters, especially FBI 
men, would be welcomed. I 

, Newspaper publisher C. E.' 
Palmer also has appealed to the 
'governor of Arkansas for addition¬ 
al investigators from the Arkan- 
i state police force, 
j Two FBI agents stationed here 
I have been helping unofficially in 
lf, e . caae * and a report is expected 
. back Momentarily from the FBI 
l la , lo Washington on a~ 

collection Trf ■ "materials” they 
gathered at the scene of the most 


recent crime, Utt 

sprites and the vmwa* ®f his 

day* night!* 11 * m * ** Fri ‘ 

/P 1 * ^JPPly of ftreanrs av&0-, 
able m Texarkana aborting goods] 
stores was nil Tuesday and only 
odds and ends of ammunition 
were available. | 

An extra gun belonging tn the; 
filler County sheriff’s office waslj 
arrowed by a private citizen and! 
k^H ger Ctpt * M T * Gowaullas' 

Kxr" 1 no. 

man wl, o purchased an old 
[45 automatic after the second 
Turn to FBI Sq uad on P age 2 . 




/ 




Continued From Page 11 
double murder, th$t of Paul Mar-1 
tin and Betty Jo Booker, April! 
14, for $40, turned down a $351 
profit. 

Hardware stores reported screen I 
door grills adaptable to the win-r 
dow screens in great demand as| 
are all types of locking devices fori 
exterior and interior doors and! 
windows of houses. 

Electrical companies are doing t \ 
brisk business in all Kinds of ou 
door light and the electrical powe J 
company reported an unusually 
heavy consumption of current be-| 
tween 7 p. m. and 7 a. m. 

Patroling Rangers report theyl 
don’t believe there is a farm house! 
in Bowie County without some| 
sort of yard light being used/ In 
the city, residences have porch! 
lights burning, and often an insidel 
light, too. Houses and apart-[ 
ments are being advertised fori 
rent and at one house occupied by! 
eight women an offer was made tol 
fix up a room for a Ranger if Cap-I 
tain Gonzaullas would assign| 
some one to stay there. 

More than 15 patrol cars are op-1 
erating on the Texas side of Tex- 
arkansas every night and approxi¬ 
mately the same number are work-1 
ing on the Arkansas side. Their! 
work hasn’t yet caught the killer,! 
but there hasn’t been a burglary! 
of a private residence in the Texas| 
side of Texarkana since the pa-[ 
trol started and two stolen cars! 
being transported through Texar-F 
kana have been recovered and the! 
thieves caught. And numerous! 
courting couples have been escort-] 
ed home. 

In Ranger Captain Gonza llas’l 
words, “w e. chapero ne the \ nlc| 
county 


NOT RECORDED 

75 S£P_6^1946 































STATISTICAL DATA 


THE OFFICE OF PORT DIRECTOR, JJ, T. S. 


NEff ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 

S '*' 


NAVAL 

PERSONNEL 


through 


CIVILIAN PASSENGERS 


PRISONERS 
’ OF T7AR 


TOTALS s 

NOTE: Tii.' 5 " data to be furnished the above office by 

letter on the 10th, 20th, and last day of each month. 
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PRICE: FIVE CENTS 


tiquor Dealers W ill 


iLIquor-tdealera. to Texarkana announced Jn ;a joint 
Ssifcatementithat beglxmlngliuraedlately.UieywouId begin. 
:observiiiK:a-voluntaryxurfew'by closing at 6:50 p.m. 

> 4, We ftUly understand th? State of mind in wbich Tex* 
ifarkana iamow: gripped;” the joint statement said.. ‘'And 
ITCiareaeliingno^ whoalreadyhave been 

prinking. We do not wish to add further to the troubles, 
[bfthe poiice. Any personwhotlrinks whisky at this time 
itoiget dmok imdwanderaboat.thestreetd of Texa rk a n a 
~nrf ( ^^r r»ftmpHi*at.<ng tHo -w«Wr of -the policeand is plaC- 
„ himself in grave danger of-being, shot by people whose 
ti>erves:sreonedge fnjm tbeTecent mvmlers. . ■ - . 

fe- **We?think that we hawi been subjected to same tm~ 
I just criticism recently and\re -wishf.to.oshow the.-olficers 
land.thepeoptoafJrexarkanaVthat ware<in:a legitimate, 
business and-that we .want-.to do<CTexything we. 
iCin>to;help:in'this,tryingiime throughwhich Texarkana 


FBI Promises 
Fast Work on 
Murder Clues 


While officers continued their 
vigilance over Miller end "Bowie 
counties Tuesday night; members 
of the Miller county sheriff's’oiUce 
swotted s report due from Washing- 
Lon concerning? mgtcrUh ccttmfictttl 
with .Texarkana's fifth murder case 
the last six weeks. 

The materials, which were col¬ 
lected near the scene of .Texar¬ 
kana's most recent murder case, 
were dispatched fay plane tor the 
Federal (Bureau of Investigation 
laboratories in Washington -Mon¬ 
day. 

Assuarance was received in Tex¬ 
arkana that the materials sent 
from Otis city were being processed 
by "most highly trained techni¬ 
cians, and are being given priority 
attention;” The assurances came 
ftom.J, Edgar Hoover, ‘FBI head, 
and were sent through Percy 
Wiley, who Is in charge of The 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
ofhee in “Dallas, Texas. They were 
file result of a conversation between 
Hoover, Attorney General. Clark, 
Rep. Wright Patmta. Local officers 
were also , assured .that .they would 
receive .‘‘every cooperation pos¬ 
sible from the FBI. 

■ Captain lf." T., Gcnaaullas of -the 
Texas . Rangers, - who ,was inter- 
viewed over HCMC, radio station 
ofdhefaaaette News Tuesday even¬ 
ing'by ,J..‘Q. iMahaffey. aaststant 
editors' ■ - 


editor Krf the newspapers, reported 
that** modem ^efficient, mobile 

aadlo Atation was being-'- 

Apstto,'Texas to.aid in 

--- 

i malt, 'fane of i 


equipment. allowing the occupants 
of the cars to converse not only 
with headfiuaxters, hut between 
cars. 

In the interview, the Ranger Cap¬ 
tain suggested that Texarkanlans 
“oil up their guns and see if they 
are loaded. Put them out of the 
reach of children. Do not use them 
unless It's necessary, but if you 
believe It is, do not hesitate." 

The lawman also Jasked for resi¬ 
dents to help the investigation bv 
refraining from repeating wild 
stories about the murders, and kill 
rumors, the majority of which are 
groundless. 

•These only take the officers 
from’the main route of the investi¬ 
gation. It is so important that we 
'iptore tfaii-**—■ — 

IfoTd to i_ _ 

matter how fantastic it 

Prom Little Rock c 
Tuesday night that the.governor’s 
office had turned over to toe Fed¬ 
eral Bureau ot Investigation a “tip” 
from Texas regarding toe location 
of a passible suspect in the five un¬ 
solved slayings here. . 

The “tip”'was said to have come 
from an individual In a ‘ South. 

Texas town,” according to 
Roy Smith, a member of Governor 
Ben Laney's'secretarial.staff, said. 
The "tipster,'' who Smith said 
urged that hta name be kept secret, 
said he had given a ride to a suspio- 
toualy: acting hitchhiker recently 
who was armed with a small calibre 
rifle and several boxes of shells. 


toped 


M»‘/fleet of prowl wears 


w m me invesu- 
iportant that we * 

r any lead, no \ 

1c it may seem.” \ 

k came a report 1 

t the.governor’s ► 


EufftME"” nm *** 

Smith -announced that 10 Arkan- 
sas-state policemen have been as- 
signed, to MlUer county to render 
dist a nce by -authorities conduct- ■ 
g toe ' investigation. He said act- 
g Governor.J..L. Shaver had dl- 
eted Mm-to make aU taciltties-ef 
* “* available to 


SfeSS; 



Sa»SI&S£5»3iS»~ 
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Mr. Hart>o_ 
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"FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 9-5-46 5:00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of Number: 62-80864-75 

RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 3-24-46; 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, 4-14-46; 

VIRGIL STARKS, 5-3-46; 

Specimens POLICE COOPERATION; Bureau File #62-80864 

Three sets of fingerprints and one set of palm prints of suspect 
ROBERT HUGH WALKER, submitted for comparison with the 
unidentified latents in connection with the BOOKER-MARTIN 
case and the STARKS case. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 


Date received: 


9-5-46 a mb 




Date of reference communication: 8-29-46 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 


Examination by: Robyak 










A 


. # § ^ 

/ Office Memorandum • united states gove^nmS 


FROM 


SUBJECT; 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Dallas 


DATE: August 29, 1946 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTSj Texarkana Murders of 
RICHARD LAGRIFFIN, SOLLY ANITMOORE, 
,.3-24-46j JAMES 'PAUL%LRip, BETTI. JOE 

®booker, 4-14-46 } virgil Starks, 5-3-46; 

POLICE COOPERATION x 

Bureau File #62-80864 

Attn: Identification Division 


Enclosed herewith are the fingerprint cards of ROBERT HUGH 
^WALKER and palmprint impressions of WALKER. It is requested 
that WALKER'S fingerprints be compared with the unidentified 
latent prints in the BOOKER-MARTIN Case, and that his palm- 
prints be compared with the unidentified palmprint in the 
STARKS Case. 


WDP-mjh 

62-1229 

Enclosures (5) 


. L ) 


yf 


f?Z***> 


A" 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE§l§|fe>N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Ot^fsTICE 


REGGEIED 
7-15-46 abc 
•Ssoo m 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


VIRGIL SJARBS, Victim 

R 0‘- wmm, 5/3/A6 

Texarkana, Arkansas. 


File # 62-80864 

Lab. # FC-17761-1 BIJ 

PC-17761-2 BV 


Examination requested by: s&ttle Rock F.G. 

Evid. del. personally by Sil Ilailett on morn. of 7/15/46 
Date of reference communication: mas© 7/I5/46 Date received: 7/15/46 abc 

Examination requested: jgicr© (Fibers) - (petrographic - Geologic) . 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by :AA 


FMCB 


Specimens submitted for examination 

“^16^ too tan shirt bearing laundry mark B JS6® 

Maas 

toe dmgareo Jacket belonging to suopeet. 































62-80864 

Virgil Starks, Victim 
Murder,5-3-46 
T exarkana, Arkan sas 


Photomicrograph (Magnification 75^0 showing the magnetic material removed from the 
debris found between the bottom seams of the left pocket of the tan shirt,Q16. 

This clearly shows the presence of the magnetic slag balls similar to those 
found in grinding and welding operations. 













62-S0864 Photomicrograph (Magnification 50X) showing magnetic material removed from 

Virgil Starks Victim the debris found between the bottom seams of the right pocket of the tan 

Murder, 5"3~46 shirt, QJb. This clearly shows the presence of the magnetic slag balls 

Texarkana, Arkansas similar to those found in grinding and welding operations. 












































63-80864 Photomicrograph (Magnification 50X) showing the magnetic material removed 

Virgil Starks,Victim from the soil from the welding shop,K8. This clearly shows the magnetic 

Murder, 5“3~46 slag halls found in grinding and welding operations* 

Texarkana,Arkansas 







62-80864 

Virgil Starks,Victim 
Murder,5-3“46 
Texarkana, Arkansas 


Photomicrograph (Magnification 75^0 showing the magnetic material 
removed from the soil from the welding shop.KS. This clearly shows 
the magnetic slag halls found in grinding and welding operations. 


1 
















T " FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE- 


N 


Date recorded: 8-22- 46 5 : 00 PM Vv 


Single Fingerprint Report 
Case: MURDFiTiJIbFtr 


Number: 62-80864 



Specimens: Fingerprints of suspect, DONALD RAY ROSS, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified la tents in the Texarkana Murder Case.s« 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 

Date received: 8-22-46 ~amb 

Date of reference communication: 

* 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


herifT’s Office, Athens, Texas) 


Result of examination: 


Examination by: Robyak 








ERSON, 

SSIONER OF FIRE AND POLICE 


ALFRED CALLAGHAN. 

■ ‘^COMMISSIONER OF TAXATION 

WENRY F. HEIN. 

COMMISSIONER OF SANITATION, 
’ AND PUBLIC PROPERTY 



D 


OFFICE OF 

AUBREY HOPKINS. 
CHIEF OF POLICE 


City of San Antonio 

GUS B. MAUERMANN... MAYOR 



October 16,1946 


J.Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wa shingt on,D„C , 



Dear Sir; 


We are enclosing under separate pover four bullets 
and shells that have been fired f vov.A yS2 caliber rifle$ . > 

that ms used by one Robert MichaeiVue^Shong in a taxi cab 
hi jacking recently in Uvalde,Texas \n which the driver ms 
forced to bring De Shong to San Antonio,Texas, 

DeShong is being held in this city for investigation,aIso a 
“S a, mental patient. 

These bullets and shells are being sent ip^order that they 
may be checked in the case wherein Virgi 1 = 6 1ar ks ms killed 
and his wife Mrs .Virgil Starks ms shot irPtKeface in a 
case that occured Friday,May 3,1946.ten miles east of Texa~ 

-rkans.,TArkansas.on the north side of Highway 67 in Mills 
County,Arkansaso , 

Please advise results of your findings as soon as possible', 
assuring you of our full cooperation at all times,I regain. 


FP/wrl 


Very truly yours. 


By 


Bruce Weatherly, 
Chief "of Wlice „ 


Duke Carver 
Chief of Detective 





















BaXlas", >•. ' lit*. l$h& 

■:M insno^r subjects* yumuk 'ksmssa: r "'V'^. 

/a. -.'vi^>jfcoca^-'-jaftaew;i&»^ \ : • '■<■$?«+■■.. •., 

'■■ ■'•’4iiasB&.'a^sspttB^'-Bssnnc■' . 

;,;y; ;■ ■ ::v ; V'.;. .. 

t ":-:Bo£&rmctt is s&de. to your letter'' ©f.Jowaibor’ 5* 19^6* recosting that 
'■the,,fiaiprpilnta. of albert; .Mass, sho-lo ■’ssaatM la ^connection ^ith the slaying 
©f .police* officers in Los Angeles* .California be.collared isritjx the latest-. 
...■fingo.r^jriats .previously:, Oubsitted in comeciida' v&lJfct the aboVG«onLitie& cases®* • 
.you??;file §0*&g2$* ■ " ' . ■,’'•''•.:•:•*•.•• ■'!; ,: /";., ': '«>.'*. ..-. • • • 

'ieu are advised -that the fingerprints of ^Ifceri iatfeony Ad®iE*.yPBX*- ' 
1£6X25% ..th© say’he. identical -eith thaindividoal nonad • '$& your ictier* wore 
compared-.with •■the’ latent fingerprints, regaining unidentified in the instant 
hatter*: hot no identifications ©ore effected.. ’ The pals prints of A&m ar© . 
..not available for..Corparison’ isith the .latent pals print remising ^identified* 


■;•;■ ', -COt .. mtlo fiock'; , - 


•; • ‘ • ; 1 t , ; t 


*79 i 


' 6 «JR:esc 



• -■■• .* '' >... 
'V. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded:ll-13-46 11s00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS? TEXARKANA MURDERS OF 
RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLI ANN MOORE, 

MARCH 24, 1946 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTY JOE BOOKER, 
Specimens- APRIL 14, 1946, VIRGIL STARKS, MY 3, 1946 
* POLICE CCX) PERAHON 


Number: 62-80864-79 lr 


It is requested that the fingerprints of naned suspect, ALBERT ADAMS, 
be compared v/ith the unidentified latents in connection with 
the above-captioned cases* 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 11-12-46 amb 

Date of reference communication: 11-5-46 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Robyak 







# ; ; * . 

Office Memorandum • united states government 



Director, FBI 

ATTENTION 
SAC, Dallas 


SGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 


date: November 5, 1946 


SUBJECT: UNKNOW SUBJECTS PTEXARKANA MURDERS 

-..OF RICHARD LrGRIFFIN, POLLY ANN 
PMOORE, MARC#, 24, 1946. ' m 

jUffis paulHiartin, BETTY joetjooker, 

APRIL 14, 1946, ¥IRGlFsTAHKS, MAY 3, 

1946. POLICE COOPERATION 

The Sheriff’s Office at Texarkana, Texas, has been 
advised of the apprehension by Bureau Agents in New York City 
of ALBEIg^SflAMS, who was wanted in connection with the slaying 
of police officers at Los Angeles, California. ADAMS was 
described as an AWOL soldier who was apprehended in New York 
City on October 9, 1946. 

The Bureau is requested to search the indices of the /■ 
Identification Division in an effort to locate ADAMS finger- / 
prints and compare his prints with the unidentified latent j 
fingerprints in the above-captioned case. ' 


WDP:EMH 

62-1229 






8.194a v 


4 / 

A I 













• BMd' 


'Diraotor*.'®! 


®aosab©r 11# If46 


/-. tmKJRM'-smr-OTj f&x&rkan* itoder©. 'ty..motor* U Griffin, / V 
■'*• .-• Polly Ann, Moor©, ISaroh 24». : 1946j -Jemd* '?««!; Martin, 'Batty :', 'a. .'. . 

'■'■itm Booker, %ri,l-14, 1046, Virgil v -Stark8, Ifey.3, 1046* •’" *> •. • 

. . . fULlCB CQW&maS : / ^ :: r -V-\ 

. '.ioforWne© %M 'metfe to your loiter of .foviOTbar 27, 1046, .requesting 
tfe&t the. fia^erprints'of Paul John Sadley* Aray So rial $$$770100 :>© qomjsi|ra«3 
with the latent isjpresoleae re^iaiag unidantifi«J in' conndotioa with t h 4 
abova-antltlaji aaDsa, 'your file $6t*»122f.; ’ • : ' . ’ V.^, ' 

.I'pu ar© adrlsad tfent the. requested ooapariaosifi we,r© ©oaduotad,/ •„ 
:tmtno ideniijflagitisas -mr® afffotod* . " ;f v': ’ •■ .' ■ 


•I- CCj Little lock 


' '^2-80864 _ 80 

' ■& i. . . ; ■; • .-...• 

<y • • 

iP JR:esc 


vW*:: 




- ■:./ 


-4 o 


:■’rr^pr- ,cn 

v>.-W#o ■’ U1 

£ 00 

%&!/£:■ 3> 


1 T‘ > . >if 9 * W* « •- 


. 4 «>t 


Mr. To Ison - 
Mr. -E. A. Tananr" 
Mr. Clegg v . . 
Mr'.. Glavl n -. ■ 
Mr.. Ladd ■ \ 

. Mr..■Nichol s • •." 
Mr. Rose n ■ ■' *■ 

Mr.' Tracy__ 

Mr.' Carso n, ■ 
■Mr. Ega n • 

Mr-. ‘ Gur ne a - ■ ■ 

Mi;'. Harbo ■• • 

'Mr-. 'Hendo n ■, , • 

'Mr'. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn- Tamm 

Mr. Nease__ 

.Miss Gand y ■- j 






^;(Mp4C 





Mi'lMk 


■ '• >r, <• 







®ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'"' 


Date recorded: 12-9-46 2;00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE* UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of Number: 62-80864-80 

RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANN MOORE, 3-24-46; 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, BETTI JOE BOOKER, 4-14-46; 

VIRGIL STARKS, 5-3-46; POLICE COOPERATION 
Specimens: Bureau rile #62-30864 

It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspect 
PAUL JOHN DUDLEY, ASN 38770109, be compared -with the 
unidentified latents in the above cases. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 

Date received: 12—6—46 aiib 

Date of reference communication: 11-27-46 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 



Examination by: Robyak 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office M.emmmdum • 


UNITED STM’ES GOVERNMENT 


\ toJ : DIRECTOR, FBI date NOVEMBER 27, 1946 

KW ' ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

« 1 from : SAC, DALLAS 

subject :^ } UNKN0M SUBJECTS; Texarkana Murders of RICHARD ^IFFIN, POLLY ANN 
MOORE, March^24, 1946; JAMES PAUIWRTIN,BETTY JOE^OKER, ApHTTCT 1 ^ 
1946, VIRGIL^STARKS, May 3, 1946; POLICE COOPERATION % 

Bureau file #62-80864 0 % 




The Sheriff's Office, Texarkana, Texas, has requested that the fingerprints 
of PAUL JOHN DUDLEY, Route 3, Box 331, Texarkana, Texas, be secured and com¬ 
pared with the unidentified latent prints on file at the Bureau in this case. 

It has been“ascertained that DUDLEY'S Army Serial Number was 38770109* It/ 
is requested these prints be secured and be compared with the unidentified 
latents and the D a llas Field be advised of the results. / ^ -J x / 

• .. - 

WDPiBD / Jr 

62-1229 - «*'* , ' V7 


COPIES DESTROYED 
11 NOV 16 1964 



yy; > c/» 

f r\ ' i\ < 










ederal bureau of INVESTIGATION^, 
TEO j STATES DEPARTMENT OF ; JUSTlflj 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION;; 

. ••/■ •• •?;•/,OE5B55BR 6,. 1946/ 


v Transmit the following message to: 


SAGS ■ 

LTTTIE. ROCK ,>V 
DALLAS " r 




fiS IITTIE ROCK-m-SIXTH : IN$m T T,- TEXARKAI5A MURDERS,3ETTX JO BOOKER,' 

• ... v "' - *■ •, . ‘ . “ 

PAUL tffiRTIK, VICTIMS, APRIL FOURTSSJTH FORTYSXX. ^ FINOERPKIHTS^ ' ; 

L.- _ MyL /I. . ^ ^/L. Ini_ 




SDGE WA « 


far number wo' mM mm three-'naught three 


\< HAUGHT; HOT IDENTICAL LATEMTS THIS CASE. • 


TELETYPE 

UBGEUJT 


HOOVER 


SFLiWB 



r, ',f> if- 

it l;Lt 


V.:-' ..fljAJi •/ 







To Ison __ 

E. A.’ Tamm 

Clegg_ 

Qlavl n ~ 
Ladd ~~ 
Nichol s 
Rosen 
Tracy . 
Carso n 
Ega n 
Gur' ne a 
Harbo ’;. 
Hendon 
Pennlngton_ 
Ouimf Tamm 
Mease 
Gand y • , 


.■tl'w ;i6 


-s&i- ' ■ 

* * -i - 


>ENT VIA 


/ o. s^DEpftmosdr n?li/sncs ■> . • 





’■W\H 






ii h h h b, h 


SAC* Little E©ssk 


Sscas&bap 12,. . '1946 


rireetcr, FIS. .... 

■mmmi subjects* rntmuM wmim&'P? moimm u 
mifrzM, mix ms mtm p m&sch 24, 1946, if al 

POLICE n ; 3D?Sil5.l01 ' 

Eef eraaoe is m£& to year teletype of • 6, 1946, 

rstpasstin® that tl» flagarjrifits' tearing be cmpars& with 

the latent fingerprint® reminirig: laaiiSffistlfiad in cooaectioa with the 
abot j '®~Qr 1 titi©d case* 


Xyk ere Advised that the fln©erjriat8 «f with 

alias Jssd^iSKFilel, -fffi-219303©, were ceepared with tMaateat finger¬ 
prints in wke instant ease, bsfc m ktetifiestian was effected* 


This repart ©ossfim® an.4 ;8wppl©E*sst® the BQrwM*ts,-«ir» of 
Daepsber 6, 1946* 


CCt -tSLUsa 

SFL:CJ0 


6SH8S864- 


"i % 

*•} - 

^ ,,/EX' 1 


Iv'j*. To Ison _L_l_ 

ftr. E.\ A. Tam m •• ~~ 

lir% Clegg_-_ 

i;r. G lav in 
]v'r.,.Ladd% V ■ ' 

11'. i-UchoTs —7~ 
l.ir. Rosen 

hr. Tracy_ 

" . Carso n . . 

. Egan ;• u:w :.?•;>• u ;? 

. Gurnea_ 

* Harbo ;i. >,. i,-, 

. Hendon_ 

. Pennington ---"-— 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

hr. tease 
hiss Gandy 


,•' n Li s ■• 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 12-9-46 2j00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF , Number: 62-80864 
RICHARD L. GRIFFIN,' POLLY ANN!-MOORE, 3-M-^b ET AL 
POLICE COOPERATION, Bu. File 62-80864 ' 



Specimens: It is requested that the fingerprints of FBI# 2193030 be compared 
with the unidentified latents in the abo#e case. 


' Uh%* , 






Examination requested'by: SAC, Little Rock 
Date received: 12-9-46 amb 
Date of reference communication: 12-6-46 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 



SFP-27 







wJtil M. 'A t^l‘ ,AlK 

DhPAHi^t«T OF JO Tl- £ 


(iQS^l* 


!; es?. Wra.. 

1 Bfe. 13. A. flbssxa. 

| rfe. Sites:?—--- 

•' E£s?. GSfiviB. 


DEC 61S46 

teletype 


I £2s. leM. 

I Ecr. Hicbsto. 

JLftJsr. Koaen. 

JSI&:?. Tracy 

1 Bgr. Oa^oep .. 

| .. 


(! Hr. Gr?nea.. 
I’ I#?. Htrbo .. 
^PCr. nw.Aaa . 


FBI LITTLE ROCK 


12-5-46 


4t22 PM CST 


‘-Director 


URGENT 


ATTENTION SINGLE FINGERPRINT DIVISION 


"h 


i f vyV. - 

l: 17;:. Kenae. 

I’ VXas -Gnady. 





UNKNOWN SUBJUTS, TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY 


ANN MOOR E, MARCH TWENTYFOUR, FORTYSIX, ETAL. POLICE COOPERATION, 
BUREAU FILE SIXTYTWO DASH EIGHT NAUGHT EIGHT SIX FOUR. 

UPON REQUEST OF TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS, PD, COMPARE FINGERPRINTS OF 
FBI NUMBER TWO ONE NINE THREE NAUGHT THREE NAUGHT WITH UNIDENTIFIED 
LATENTS IN ABOVE CASE. ADVISE THIS .OFF-I-C-E-RESULTS. 


MORLEY 


Called Ident. 


5-22 PM OK FBI WA ' NM ,v 3 > 

C Bv . 


* \ : f 









^ ' 


By 




















Examination requested by: W.RiPrej 

3leyi Sfeepiff, Bowie Co.* Texarkana, Texas 

Date of reference communication: 

let* 1-7-47 

Date received: g^-47 rs 

Examination requested: Doc»< * 

-Fgpt. 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: Kyi 



LATONA 

CC: Dallas 




Specimens submitted for examination 
025 & Q2d are rebubaiseions*' 

Q 27 Env baaxlpg tw add? «SSpi OUSK BROW 1417 LOCUST STREET CIH ♦” pa 
'’TEXARKAM, ARK* TEX. JM '3' 6-PM 1947% 


028 Aocp tw note begn “AS A FOLLOW tJP OF LETTm..,... M and ending SIESXfflE 
« . ., .REMINDER 85-399, ARKANSAS.** * 



^5 8 JAN 2 41947 

















A 


-F^lEBM^fiyEBAU OF-..INVESTIGATION 
Laboratory 

. Date 1-10-47 BQEKSc . 

TO: Single Fingerprint Section 

Case Number ^ile 62-80864 ^27-29 

No latent '.fingerprints, developed Z->^ * 
,;Iodine prints developed ' 

Silver nitrate prints on - _ 

_.Identiscope negatives attached'hereto 


E. P. Coffey 
Assistant Director 
Laboratory. A 






?a$% y 






f 

l 







W. H. (Bill) Presley 

SI, eriff Bowie Counfq, Texas 
214 1/2 Main Sf. 

/ 

Texarkana, Texas 


January 7, 194, 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. D. 

Attention:—Technical-Laboratory 


Dear Sir: 


Re: Unknown Subject <^b 

Betty Jo looker and-James Paul Martin- 
Victims, Murder, April 14, 1946, 
Texarkana, Texas 
FBI File No.: 62-80864 

FBI Lab. File No.: D-60642 CT _ 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
January 3, 1947, with which you returned the documentary 
exhibits forwarded by me for examination in the above captioned 
matter. 


I am returning the documents known to you as Q-25 
and Q.--26, along with a new document, with the request that the 
new document be compared with 0,-25 and 0,-26 to determine if they 
were written on the same typewriter. I am also requesting that 
these documents be examined for latent fingerprint: impressions 
It is noted that you advise that photographic copies have been (l 
made for your file. It would be appreciated if you would 
advise me whether or not future examinations could be made 
from the—photographic - copies' or -whether- it- will- be—uace's-sary 
to re-submit the originals in each instance. 

Thanking you very much for your cooperation in this 
matter, I am 

Yours truly, 


n 

J 

*/ t ' 


\j V WHP :ht*r 

/ vf Ends#’ \ . 

t f if „ ,> 


C'" r - • -• 'f L.-b, 

& U4“ - . y.-.L .■>. - ■* . ft -,XJ Xji .» 

n .■» / o -y 7 






.& H: ^ h‘ % H* H" 4 : H' H' h* »? £ h H' 




j. 






;■ Tolso n 
.. E. A. Tamm 

i Clegg__ 

. Glavl G : 

•: Ladd , 

. Nichols - ~ 
.-•Rose n - . • 

. Tracy ■ 

. Carso n 
. Egan 
. Gurnea 

. HarOo^__ 

. Hendo n /-mv 
. Pennington 
: Qulna r -Tainm 
Nease . • 

ss' Gand yy . 


Kr* .if# JU' Presley. ■ ;; •; ■ 

Sheriff Of Sdwie County 
. ff©**# 




•' • .... ; 3 

. : 'im JO S00gat ; ami JassS UWL mmt 

K. ... ?JCK& *. ISKSKS, .April, 111, XfitS ■ 

- Texarlsana. faxes'' ■ Q / A 




■ -*y;.afcNisrdU^r*-*' ‘ ’/ . : a . 

■;.■* Inference isaatfe.toyear letter of BeeesfoSr 19, I9b&* . 

: tranisai-tting .the followiar; described speeiaens' .for examination ■ 
iCfretfher with tfee Ilsgerprirsts ‘'ef.-Claa^ Brow, for ; elijjsia»tioia' 
prases, in connection with you v' lGvcsti.gati.oa of the above- 

sntltied case#. • • «>, • >f'.' •';••;• 


•yo-'- SovcXopo be aring^ t3nses®4ti«anddreia -*!©• CiAaK-i^'s^ • lr&T. ■,-. 

. ■ exit.* M at 

’ oa ioceaaber IS, - l^ .at 1**30; 

•s§^6- Ac< ; 0 n|jaayiag -'typawiitea letter' '^rglmiogs *M» 

; ;, ■• ■ is. sxmmw fa -xm iwux ak& is <&ar tau*.;*; •. :.. •.; •. 


... lot are aorised that .the. spcelaens 'Were enawiaed m& ■/■ 

'■that .ais latent■ fiegerjafets were.developed,.on.Q2S*. . %pm zmsmTls ®*i 
, thetetapr^atma.wre all. identified m the'- fiagerpriat# of f&aflr 
'Brew* The «shra net of . fingerprints .of Breen, sebaltiod nre.retarwwS 

''■.••• ‘.: w • • '.•••;.• ; . ’. • .• . 

• - k-Xm ara-O0.ia§.SG?ar&teXy^ .a - - 

the ^ ,.• ’.' r= . ! : '■'■• 

■ : ' , : u-.. ,'AiosafS»g ym of to he of 'aaeistahhe’'fa. ihsso. > '•• 


I an. 


I vOii 




-X; • ^ 

Sincerely youfsj 


if' jaL ’ i a t *. /.'V 




§-;Wr' Mi 


*<. or ' /?/' ■ * 

; 4^»iI^iBBSlto£CTQFliSHYGE. v /;\>"*j 
S5.r" Mtilo .&«& r\ ’ ■ f V . •• 


.Joha-'Kdgar Soovir 

.'••■: ...BirSetor- •■; y •>;••■': 


II W&isiii. m 



'TfX 




C /^f. 
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» FEDERAL BUREAU -,OF .INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


65331 


Laboratory Work- SheetRecorded 1-6-47 1:00 PM .-rind 


lim subje ©t ■ ■ 
WxartimVt April 14* 1 


m 


Dm Igr Mr ShLX Speelal 


File # 
Lab. # 


09 WJi 


62-80864 


Examination requested by: ffj*. 
Date of reference communication: 


f+:$&&&it of Serais ocuaty, fasarkaaa, 

12«*19«^46 Date received: 0 


Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 
CC:Dallas . 

AjJMl 


Ifomsmt - fingerprint 


Examination by: 


Latona 


Specimens submitted for examination 

iggft toslep® tearing tgpearittaft a&drcas OMSK'MSB Ml*? Kffit if ,©?X. ft 

imrked opSBSOSfil, 0 , postmarked et fe % gr k a & * # Arls-fe** on l^eoater 12, 1946 at 
. 4*39 01. 

/, j/ 4gg? Aeceapanyiag typewritten letter %egSjapig®i BMStls 382$ £8 &SMISSEB 
to too mmmMM mb is mm f 


Hr© Suta&tte&t. fee. jEMsgenriet ear#® «i Sr. G$M& W.(MM for ellEdnatlcss pttrpoaesi 




A 







C " -V 


✓ srxg'y/t'j 

■ _ ^ / S /j< A&yj 




. &£&Uf 


' . ( JLZ&e&Vl-, ) 

V H, 



,47 



a^i-4' 41 







FEDERAL BUREAU'OF INVESTIGATION,^ i 
Laboratory 

Date / -g- 194& 

TO: Single Fingerprint Section 

Case Number 4 £? — _ 

No latent fingerprints developed _ 

Iodine' prints developed __ . _ 

Silver nitrate prints on /„ _ 

__Identiscope negatives attached hereto 



R. T. Harbo 
Inspector in Charge 
of the Laboratory 










A" 2 - fro fr ay 


60642 




W. H. (Bill) Presley 

Sheriff Bowie Court hj, T gxos 
214 1/2 Main Si. 

Texarkana, Texas 

December 19, 1946 



Mr. 1. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


Attention: Technical Laboratory 


Re: Betty Jo Booker and J e§|y§is Paul, Mar tin 
Victims unknown subject— Murd.e% 

Ap^l 14,"1946. _'_•~ 


There is eriMosed herewith a letter and envelope 
directed to Mr. Clarpprown, the step-father of Betty Jo 
Booker, which has be^ri turned over to me for any assistance 
that might be derived from it in solving this case. 



It is requested that the letter and envelope be 
examined for any latent fingerprints that might, be disclosed. 
It is requested that if any latent finger impressions are 
developed that they be compared with the. unidentified im¬ 
pressions in this case. I am also enclosing a copy of the 
fingerprints of Mr. Clark Brown, who received and opened 
this letter. It is requested that you advise me whether or 
not there are any unidentified latent developed so that 
fingerprints of additional persons may be mailed to you for 
elimination purposes. 


It is also requested that this letter be examined 
through your files of the technical laboratory in an effort 
to determine the make and model of typewriter used to type 
this letter. It is requested that you advise me of the resulj 
of this examination by air letter*-/ Q/dsW 

Your cooperation in&La matfc^^illftl'gneatly ° f 
appreciated. ' SSBS 3 ®® ip.’ j 33 rr 


QQPY AND SPECIMENS RETAINED IN LAJS. 

TOR lab; ACTION and Report 

WHP:ht 

Ends. 


C'jy „ f ,v ;** * 'j 

Yours truiy, 


‘17’. llTdrbs^y^^her^ 
Bowie County, Texas 




REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY'. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON 0. C. 


ME MAIL - SPECIAL.DELlfel 


' January 3, 1947 . > 

'.•Mr, W. H. Fresley '' ' V..’ - • * •. 

Sheriff ©f Bowls County -V : i: 

Texarkana, Texas -’I'-. - 

There follows the report of the SBI Laboratory oa the examination 
of evidence received from ycur of floe : f or*exai^a |i^n en De ^abe r ^ 

“ • v \ 1 /"v \ \ \ John Edgar Hoover, Director 


. > unknown Subject 

Betty j^Booker and : 

• ■ ■ . James Paul-Bar tin - Victims 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. . 
lab. NO. 


on^j-equested^by: r.'' , * 

TeXarkana, Toxas 


62-80864 
D-60642 Gf 


Reference: 


• . Examination requested: • . 


Specimens: ' 


-Addressee;. 

Letter dated December 19, 1946 
Document - Fingerprint 





Q25 Envelope bearing typewritten address «HR. CLARK BR01® .1417 

LOCUST ST cm* marked postmarked at Texarkana,Ark- 

Tex on Deoember 12, 1946 at 4?30 Fit*' 
q26 Accon^janying typewritten letter beginning* “MR. BR0»1N: THIS IS 
ADDRESSED TO YOU PERSONALLY AKD IS CKLI T0..... K . 


Also Submitted* T»© fingerprint cards of HR, CLARK BRCHK for elimina- 
-v’.- / tier? purposes. 

Results of Examination*^ r0 R.DBfi 1 Pmt '" I 

i T5Hm— L . • .... - ■ #. ST .rT.i:, . - 7 


cieg g Tamm — . The typewriting appearing cn the' ’ envelope jmflPlmtSr listed above as Q 25 and 
£:-Giivf n^ 26 - corresponds with the Laboratory’s standard o&teiari 6 J& 184 fca Type spaced ten 
jg; •'mchoT ^ett era to the Inch. fhiB-style of type is usually found on various types of 
' &:'*ac?-®R^odd ; typewriters, cn special request type similar to this may be found^on 
«$?»* 'J^Vfirlteto• •. •. • • . ;A>; V f\&\ 

’Mr, Hendo n • • k - ’ C ‘ ' . ’ / • *‘ v+v "-t' ' \‘ * . • J \ • *’* •’•: ‘ " ' “•? : S .1 • it*. 

■, The evidence listed above as Q2«Tand Q26 was chemically treated £or me^ 
^• 3 ^ydemLo^»(tti§, of^Wht^fini^rprintS’and a separate; report is being submitteja bjjf; 


ri g^ on -other m^kea -of '^pewr Iters, 

r. Hendon • . U ' ’■ *■■ 


GWKtdwh 


this '■ .. 1 -Q ■ . 

M'S ^^j™ ; .©rigi^T.«vid«icey -q25 and Q26,; is returned to your office herewith, 
Phofeigraphio copies have been made for the coppla tion of the Laboratory * a files, 
SnMgsure - PRmSTklfiBLD «Aft ' ' . .V" ' 
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laboratory 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION • 
WASHINGTON D. C. y-y';:'-: 

•. . -J February 4* 194? 


AX.t>MIL 


i» rnvis ■ 

Sheriff - of. fflllor County: 
Texarfeim* Arkansas • 


' * r\ - * # ,* ‘ .jf\ > ' 


; V:-'Fo-ll6wing is,the report of the SBIXaboratojy giving the : 
results of «Ka!3jtoatlons condtic tod on evidence; received from your, office* ■ 


RV . ’ Jtataei ■ Allen, • Suspect? • 

Virgil Starks and Varie Jones Alicia*, 
y Victiasi Murder* . . 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 


. Examination requested by: 


• Addressee - 


. YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 

' - LAB- NO. "Rj 


. 62*30864 - ’ 
$$§%C03 EV 


Reference: 


Letter of 1/22/0 


Examination requested: 


Chemical 


Specimens: 


:.Sody'cftgttn* removed from larie Jones Allen t y- .. -y'... 

, 030 , Right kidney*, ' ■ 'r..:: V'-Wy. - 

Q 31 #Sto®ach of victim* ' yx. •■: . ; y.;/'.y' ,y .yy y ... 

Q32, Portion ofllvcr# '• . y “■ 'yyy y ; 

• Q 33 * Portion of mall intestine* y. -Mr* '• . y'' ;'-y-' : ... 

' Q 34 , SI* orange-red capsulee* y y' i >. . 

Q 35 , Tube containing -white tablets (Prescription. # 240916 , Dr* Carney) 
Q 36 , Box containing whits tablets (FraseriptiOn (# 249930 )* 

Q 37 , Box contaiotag .small itoltetablote (Preaerlptim # 617307 )* ' 
y Kl 5 , Bottle of Formo Babalming Fluid* -. : *'• / 

K 16 , Bottle of Eckels Trioxitone Arterial fluid* ; •y y 
; ld. 7 f Bottle of Bekels Trioxitone Cavity'fluid*-'',' ...• 


ffiStJITS Of \ yy, ■■ ^y :; y ; -M y 

. ■ .it.-The organ#Identified as( specimens <330 'through Q33 ' 

sere- eramiiral'jfiy. the..preseppe'-.b^ poisons but bona was fopdM it is pointed 
OUt,-.hcweve^y loftg' period of timo -Khich intervenod ^tween th© 

' ■-,3. 'page)' •'/ •< "->>^1 


• ur. Toiso n . • - 

. Mr. E. A.’ Tam m - ~ ■ 

Mr. Cleg g ■' __ 

Mx. .QlavlrT ^ 

Mr .. Lad d. T) / 5 ' 

Mr. Nichol s (Jar ii VIQy 

‘Mr;-Rose n ftr ft , 

Mx. Tracy~~~i 

•Mx! Gurhe a . y ~ :k~ %" \ 

■/Mr. Harbo , , / h' . v ' 

Mr. Hendon '."- ' 

* MX-. Penningto n jj )\b* 1 

Mr; Quinn. Tam m ^ tt' 

Mr-. Kease • -‘I l\ V-. 

, Kiss Gandy 8 


«£* ,/• 


BMtAm 



; 7 .; p 0 : 











y t :y£$ t .***,/,** ‘ *. ** . ,\ 1 1 ; :•.v ./.• - 




c 


V ' 4 . ;"' •• . . 

'•'■:. 's'^v'V.'V 4 ’ 


tJiat: the vioUm died, and When; the ecmralnation for polsoris was made, : ■ 
necessarily limits the scope;of the poison analysis. Only a relatively , . 

' smllnumber of poisons can fee detected in -body organe after apprebiijaatcly •". 
a year’s time because of the breakdown of the poisono caused by deconipooi- . 
•tlcsu; Tests were, conducted for all poisons which mi^tstill remain it*;v ; “ 
the organs even though in some instances there was only a remote chance 
that the drugs would, not be completely decomposed. h ; These toxicological 
tests wore 'made for such (substances act Arsenicantimony, mercury, bismuth, ■ 
load, : stayobniris, and others* ; . /;■ ; : ; 

v-.:.: Tests which were conducted on the body orgjans included those 

which would detect such drugs as aro represented by specimens Q34 through 
Q37* It i# believed likely that any of these four drugs would have been 
completely decomposed by the disintegration of the body Which took place*- 
Ho tests were made of the embalming fluids identified as. K15, K16 and K17 
inasmuch as no poisons wore found in the organa and, therefore, control 
teste of the embalming fluids would not be signiflcant. 


While making an examination of specimen 051, a brooch was 
found to be imbedded in the stomach wall* IMS brooch was a cream color ; 
and approximately 2“ in diameter* A rather large hole was present in 
•the duodenum through tee brooteisaight have jmsssd, however, the 

histological examination made of theruptured region failed to indicate 
any inflammatory reaction. It is, therefore, believed likely that the 
brooch may have fallen onto the stomach at the time tee post mortem eXamina-* 
tion was made* : -V •',/, . ■■■'• . : : v' • . 

The kidney identified as spfeimon QlO was found to be in such 
an advanced stage of dectxapositlcn teat it could not be deteralned whether 
tee victim had been suffering from Bxightte disease or any otherkidnoy 

ailment*;.';...: /.•7 s • 7 r v '.vV v< ;,v - 

.•••The brooch removed from Q31 and tee drugs - identified as Q34 .7 

through 037 will be returned to your office under separate cover by registered 
mail# - It" was necessary to consume the organs during the course of the , 

■ exardnatiorir Unless advised .to-the 'contrary within teo, weeks after’' the ; :-7. 
date of this report, the empty bottles which contained the organs did tee 
fluids will be disposed of in tee laboratory* • 


-sir 


■ - • -r 
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RECORDED 
1-24-47 HH 


^EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOl^ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


Ee: ij|TPTiT"T ~~pnrf~i‘T - Virgil Starks -^victims 
MURDER Mage^, OJUUyJ 

Texarkana, Arkansas * 



File # 62-80864 
Lab. # PC-19083 EV 


Mr. 1. £. Davis 

Examination requested by: Sheriff of Miller bounty 

Texarkana, Arkansas 

Date of reference communication: Let. 1-22-47 
Examination requested: Chem. Anal, (Toxicological) 


Result of Examination: 


Date received: 1-24-47 


Examination by: Ihite 


Specimens submitted for examination 

^Q31 .Stomach of victim v " 

Q32 Portion of.liver 

Q33 Portion of small intestine 

Q34 Six orange-red capsules 

Q35 Tube containing white tablets (prescription #240916) by Dr. Carney 
• Q36 Box containing whitelbablets (Prescription #249930) 

037 Box containing small white tablets ^Prescription #617307) 


K 15 Bottle of Formo Embalming Fluid 


iYX J JLAJ U UiC a. -- 

Kl6 Eottle of Ec&Ls Trioxitone ‘ Brioxitoae Arteriqj iluid 
K17 Bottle Ec^elsTTrioxitone Cavity Fluid 

S?dL adL. ft-*. ^ 




OsdJLx 




^A.tLU. 




/ 

















(hJLu^j^ 4 - 
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W. E. DAVIS 

SHERIFF 

MILLER COUNTY, ARKANSAS 

☆ 

TEXARKANA. ARKANSAS 


January 22, 1947 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department, of Justice 
Washington, D.jj|J, 

1 Attention: F. B. I. La^^to^y- 

Re: .Mknown subject, Virgi 1 St a rks'*, 
,y" Victim; murder MSy""3, 


Texarkana, Arkansas. 


Dear Sir: 


There is transmitted with a copy of th.i^ letter 
the organs, properly labeled, of Mari^ ,. ^To riay^llen., 
the wife of the most, logical suspect developed in 
connection with, the above captioned matter. 

Mrs. Allen died, on February 3, 1946, at the. 

Michael-Weagher Hospital of Texarkana, Arkansas, -„ 
under very suspicious circumstances, her symptoms 
indicating that she may have been poisoned. Mrs. 

Allen was brought to the hospital late in the after¬ 
noon of the day preceding herdeate. She appeared to 
be suffering internally and die$5*an great pain the 
next day,x It was necessary she be held on, the 

bed, and she chewed’ her tegSgue considerably* <£& 

Her body was e 26 mimed *£& the^fiifl'crest Ceme$*ery'IE£ 
of Texarkana, Texas, on January 22, 1947, I^)3:heAip]ge>^ 
sence of Sheriff W. E. Davis of Miller County, Arkan-'" 
,sas, ,W. H. Presley, sheriff of Bowie County, Texas, 
Henry Woods, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney of MillerV 
County, Arkansas, and Horace Hallett, Special Agent a / 



■ l 









Mr. John Edgar Hoover,Direetor -2- January 22,1947 


of the- F. B. I. The organs were removed from the body 
by Dr. McGehee, County Physician of Bowie County~ Texas, 
with the assistance of Mr. Haskell- Hay of the East 
Funeral Home who interred the body. Two types of fluid 
, are.employed by East, and as it is not known definitely 
which type was used, a. bottle of each type is submitted 
with the organs mentioned abovei 

£ame sullen, the husband of the decedent-, by way of 
explanation of her death., jstates ; that she died of 
Bright’s disease. It is requested that her kidneys be 
examined to ascertain-if this disease was the'cause of 
her death., or if there is any other unusual condition 
to be found in her: kidneys. It. is noted that the attend¬ 
ing physician stated that'she did not., die of Bright’s 
disease.- 

,It is further requested that the reply based on 
this examination be made in the manner requested by 
Special Agent In Charge Dean Morley of the Little Hock 
Field Division in his telephonic conversation with the 
Bur eau on January 22, 1947 . 


y\ 


P. S. There are also enclosed samples of the known 
medicines taken by the decedent; prior to her 
death. 
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TO YOU PERSONALLY AND ,lS\ ONLY TO HEIP YOU 


• r-:'.'^’ 'J'?A '•■ -iv> 
$**¥ 


mp®3P&»he .following informationus confidential and 

’’ >'S^YCHJ^PlM®R^• itelT BURN IT, UP IMMEDIATELY. CANNOT- COME : . 

PE^MlLLY. ' THIS' car-iiumber and parties was ^l-..’.. 
^SEENf'BY^YOUNG GIRL «||0ES NOT AND WILL. NOT /COME TO YOU OS ; W 
^MACCGpN^sQF FEAR ANDfFOR: HER SAKE*IF NOT USED PLEASE BURN. ... 3§® 

NE0RMATION WAS GIVEN fo BOTH LAWS HERE>AND ANOTHER AUTHORITY:. ■*•'1? 
gSO "BE ? CAREFUL , AND FOR YOUR BENEFIT: AND&SUGGESS 4N THIS USE 

authorities, licesene ark, 1 85-399 b; 'jones, kyle main 

|^^ J ^^E¥CAR;.USEK;Jl|pDELIVER GUN FURNISHED BY SON OF: .LAWflACROSS 

OF' OFffliANS HOMELAND THAT- IS WHY- PROTECTED© KEEP 4 .■ 
444 ;, :,^^TH»»0RMAT1O^;CLOSE AND^SORRY CANNOT SIGN AND SEE' YOU 

W:¥•$'.&* ’^SipHpin' if--6p;no valueEbut it is -ifeYbu only knew it. : 

$."\C V;%'iBigOT®^ai. and if':used try?higher author:!ties and please do *' ‘’ 

•Vv.^ ; ^?.'jfl^iSTlOH. THI$«AT ALL. THIS IS* rONLY* GIVEN FOR YO.|JR: SAKES 
' . ' ; : ^ND'-NCTEiNG WANTEDf OR ASKED ONLY SUCCESSllF USED..MANY 

• ■; KIND THOUGHTS FOR *BOTH OF YOU AND USE CONFIDENTIAL:!;:- I 


i • fz-A 






¥<;»,*** "-'Mt 
• ■.'-'cijn- 
-j. v ;*$#* '* *?<i * 




mm 

v^im 











'• • ;V.‘; - i * - 


• - • 

‘ft VvV'v * •' ' 






,3 































Pice of Contents f rom !i 

m£Z?J‘T ' I(U 4 


C0M18ne<i 

* ..r*; ?&X90I33 ■'. 


“AlXen J 




HSglA LjNSTRU OT T AKro . 

da i7^rih7^rr^T-~ Mai1 K 


c fqsj.r^-h 


Mr. Harbo, 764],’ -'• 

Mr ,’ Conrad,- 7142 ~ 

Mr./Downing, 7 6 3 2 
Mr. Si zoo, 7601". 

Mr - Baughman, . 712] 

‘ r»- ■ .• * 


^ Ced ln administrative f|j 











REPORT 
of the 


laboratory. 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


Jlr. W. H. Preeley 
Sheriff . 

Soldo Count/ 
Texarkana, Texas 


Jana*ry23, 1947 


There follows the report . of tho FSI laboratory on the examination 
of evidence received from yourof flee on January 9, 1947* y.y 



John Edgar Hoby«r r Director 


uta$r subject 


:4 M 


Betty jdwooker & Jsswe Paul Martin 
VICTIMS, MBRDBR, APRIL 14, 1946 
TEXARKAHi, TEXAS • • 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 


l> ' Examination requested by: r 


Addr«»«e# 


62^64 ^ 
D- 6 U 80 ; ^' 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Letter dated January 7* 1947 
Document - Fingerprint 


Q2$ axtd Q26are re8ubsd,eeione. : ■' £ 

bearing typewritten address *MK.CLABK,B80WN 1417 LOCUST 
- STREET Cm. •• poststarked "TEXARKANA, ARK. TEX JAR 3 6-FM194?". 

. Q28' Accompanying typewritten note beginning * "AS AK&LOr UP OP LETTER. 

■..«. and ending «...,..REMINDER 85-399,-AlKASSAS 

Q29 A tom sheet of white bond paper. •*£? 77 

RESULTS OF EXAIOtiATlCR i V-v-V- ' •; V>' -<T 1r ■- V ' 

-V; • f$ SO 

It was concluded that the typewriting appearing oh the evidence 
listed above as Q27 end <128 was not prepared oh the typewriter which was 
used to prepare the typewriting .appearing on the deCaaents previously 

• d esignated as Q25 *0-d 026, whlohwere outwitted to the FBI Laboratory for 

• g^ ^^^^ Xjasdn&tion with yehr letter of December 19, 1946 and which were resubmitted 

.. Nichols -with the above-listed material. ,, y ■ ■ • 


tar. Tolson_■ 

~ Mr. E. a, Tamm 

* Mr. Clegg_' 

'■Mr* Glavln. 
:- ; Mr. Ladd 
, Mr,i Nichols 
i*Mr. Rosen_ 

■ • tar. Tracy__ 

■ Mr. Carson_ 

4 Mr. Egan 

1 ' Mr,. G'urnea_ 

•Mr. Harbo ~~ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

i ’ Mr. Pennington 
\Mr. Quinn Tamm* 
{ vir y.-Neas e : , 
Uss Gand y - 



e. - REGISTERED' MAIL r'' AIR WXt* •' : ' r t ?. 


3WK:JL J"4 , ‘.W 

r ); 


; 1 -r Laboratory . -j\-y f 


mrtiw 


Contiraied.caf-|»xtyp^gei 























The typewriting appearing on specimens Q27 and Q28 corresponds with 
the Laboratory standard of Underwood elite type, spaced twelve letters to 
the inch, type similar to thia may he found on both Underwood portable 
and standard typewriters. On special request type similar to tide my be 
found on other wakes of typewriters. 

the evidence listed above as Q27 through Q 29 was chemically treated 
for the development of latent fingerprints but no prints of value were 
developed. 

The original evidence, Q25 through Q29, ie returned to your office 
herewith. Photographic copies of this material have been retained for the 
completion of the Laboratory’a Files. 


In answer to your inquiry as to whether the original evidence should 
be resubmitted for future examination, you are advised that as a general rule 
it is not necessary to have the original documents resubmitted to make future 
typewriting comparisons. However, in certain instances, because of the nature 
of the typewriting appearing on the document, it Is better to have the original 
document for comparison purposes. In connection with documents Q.25 through 
Q28, it is believed that it would not be necessary to have documents Q25 and 
Q26 resubmitted for future comparisons. However, It is believed desirable 
that documents Q27 and Q28 be resubmitted when a future examination Is desired, 
because the photographic copies of these documents do not clearly depict the 
characteristics necessary for making a typewriting comparison. 

• In the event ,known typewriting specimens are submitted by you for 
Comparison with the typewriting appearing on documents Q25 through <£28, it 
would be helpful if suoh specimens were prepared in the wording of the 
questioned specimens, if it is possible to obtain such specimens. 


#P~61180 CT 
Page two 










r ' :Y:C 


, :.^ v .5/LC* 

•/ " trireeior, FBI 


.:.' ■rffiitfoeft is*- 1947 


■\ • nHEuosi suBJECTSj tjmhriia.-uubhsrs r - • 

OF RIGIIMID 1» CSUFFSf* FOLLY BM IMm&fc:- 'v V ‘ , : ■'.': .'n. .,• H"’ O'-"'•; : 

MARCH 24 , 1946 , Sf Ah . .-O' . &■ :;>olV: v '' . v■;*:• ;' .’.>vO-. 

' ' : :POLiCB:C';xJPSSm08 " V. • 

/•V: Reference 1» melt to your letter of February 6, 194?*r*que»tlng 
.that the fingerprints of Alntoa Brye® Qaio««* Shrovejm^*!^ < 
Polio® Department #283®* be coaparod 'with the latent t ingerprinte 
regaining 'unidentified' in connoct^on with the abovo-entitled matter* 
your ; ;file f62-1229* . •.••.. ■'• ... ■ ' •’.•;■ • 

■ z-;//: tm'mt® athrised that the requootod codperieona were conducted* 
but noridentificationat wmre effeeted* : > />; 


JR:CJO 


- 1'JT i. Tolsorr_ 

Mr., E.- A.' Tamm 

' l-jr..; Clegg___ 

■O'.. Olavl n ■ 

, hnV Ladd_^_ 

•1^’. Klchol s' ■ 

Lir. RosOn • 

: £f.' Tracy. - * 

■Kr.- Carson._ 

'“•O’. Ega n _ 

■ *i-X. -'Gurnea_ 

■ yf.vHarOO_.__ 

■ •I/j’i Kendo n 

Mr* Pennington_ 
• ¥r. Quinn Tanan_ 

Hr . Nease__ 

‘ i:iss Gandy_ 


■! ./>- • r •: 


m. 
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2DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 2-12-47 5:00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 


Case:RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS} TEXARKANA MURDERS OF Number: 62-80864-89 

• RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLIZ ANN MOORE, 

MARCH 24, 1946, ET AL 
POLICE COOPERATION 

Specimens: 

It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspect, 

■TAUNTON BRYCE GAINES, Shreveport, La. Pi #28388, be'compared with 
the unidentified latents in this case. 


-8Q 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 2-12-47 amb 

Date of reference communication: 2-6-4$ : 

Examination requested: fingerprint 

Result - of examination: 

&&***£» 


’Examination by;Robyak 
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C^grANDARD FORM NO. 64 * „ 

Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

rt 


TO 

1 - ^ FROM 


Director, FBI 

Attention: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
SAC, Dallas 


SUBJECT: 



UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; TEXARKANA MDR1||RS 
OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, POLLY ANKraOORE, 
MARCH 24, 1946, ET AL 
POLICE COOPERATION 


date: February 6, 1947 


The Sheriff's Office at Texarkana, Texas, has requested that the 
fingerprints of VLENTON BRYQ^&INES, Shreveport, Louisiana Police 
Department #28388, be compared with the unidentified latent prints 
on file at the Bureau in this case. It is requested that you 
advise this Office of the results of this comparison. 


WDP:BVR 
62-1229 













STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


/yy 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to 

FROM 


MR. TOLSON 
R. T. HARBO 



SUBJECT: UNKNOfJN, SUBJECT; VIRGIL STARKS, 


date : January 23, 19*47 


Victim - MURDER, Texarkana, Ark • Mr. Niche 

Mr. Roser 


0 SAC lorley telephoned at 10:15 A. M. today concerning the above 
case in which the Bureau previously’has rendered assistance to the local 
law enforcement authorities and has also conducted laboratory examination^ 

H/ 

He advised that the body of Mrs. Marie JonesSAllen, who died about 
a year ago, has been exhumed and certain organs have been forwarded to the 
Laboratory for toxicological examination to ascertain whether she died from 
poisoning. The evidence is due to arrive by train at 7:20 A. M. Friday, and 
will be given prompt attention upon receipt. 



Miss Gandy" 



The local officers have developed a new theory concerning the killer in 
this case. The latest suspect is Jamee^^JLlen> who is a nephew of Mrs. Starks. 
While Allen was in the Navy, the victim^ Virgil Starks, was .intimate witii 
Mrs. Allen, was responsible for her pregnancy and. a subsequent abortion. Allen 
returned from service in the Navy in February, 1946, apd a few days later his 
wife died, reportedly from Bright's disease. However, there was no formal 
written medical report and the attending physician does not.confirm the allega¬ 
tion of Bright’s disease. ' There was no autopsy. The theory of the law enforce¬ 
ment officers is that upon returning from Naval service and learning of relations 
between his-wife and Starks, Allen poisoned his wife and thereafter shot Starks 
to death. No special poison is suspected of having been used. 


Morley requested that in the event the Bureau finds it necesss 
an expedite communication to the Sheriff's Office at Texarkana, Arkansas, we not 
use wire services (either telephone or telegraph) since there was a leak at an 
earlier stage of the investigation and they feel it is in the Western Union office. 
Morley requested that any such information be forwarded to the Little Rock Field 
Office which will in turn relay it to the Sheriff's Office. Reports forwarded by 
mail can,, of course, be addressed directly to the Sheriff at Texarkana. 


CC-Mr. Rosen" 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Baughman 


RTH:AF 

62-80864 


/ 


Ok * 1 
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Office M.emormdum • 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr, Ei A. Tamm 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



A. Rosen 


UNKNOWN S1MC 
Rich ard L^ Gri 
Jam es. Pa tiPflar 
Virgil^tarks, 


tBCTS; Texarkana Madders of. 
griffin, Polla^Anp^Moor e. 3-24-4 6: 
Martin, Betty Joe^Bpoker , 4-14-46 ; 


February 2$, 

Hr. E. A. Tam m 

Hr. Clegg_ 

Hr. Glavln__ 

Hr. Ladd_ 

Hr. Nichols * 

n . ,, Hr. Rosen_ 

jLX AM Hr. Tracy_ 

Hr. Carson_ 

Hr. Egan_ 

Id'. Gurnea_ 

Hr. Harbo_ 

Hr. Hendon_ 

Hr. Pennington 
Hr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Hr. Nease_ 

Hiss 3eahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


PURPOSE 


To request authority for Special Agent H. S. Hallet t of the Little Rock) ** ry 
Division to proceed to Huntsville, Texas, in the Houston territory to assist locajL- Q Mt' 
officers in questioning Youell Le2p3winrTey, a definite suspect in this case. 

FACTS b. J"/U . 


SAC Morley advised that Special Agent Kallett has been stationed in 1 
Texarkana, Arkansas, and has been working in cooperation with Sheriff Bill Presley 
of Texarkana, Tex as in interviewing Peggy Lo ia in custody in Hope. 
Arkansas,, for vi ol ation of the Hat iona ritotorHH ehicJ^llEhefd^C-t ,—She previously 
gav e a statement"on July 26, 1946, involving Youell Lee Swinney in the second group 
or murders where" Jaines*Paul^MartjrTa^TBettv^Joe^ Booker^gereZm iuadeJceA. On July 29, 

~I94%, she denied her previous statement, and now SAC Morley advises that yesterday, 
February 19, 1947, she gave anothjer statement which was corroborated by her mother 
and father, definitely involving Youell Lee Swinney as the murderer in the Booker 
killing. The Laboratory has identified the fact that the murderers of the first and 
second murders were the same. 

I SAC Morley advised that YouellHSwinney is presently in State custody at 

ITexarkana, Texas, on a life sentence and'it is planned to move him to Huntsville, 
ITexas, for security reasons so that he can be interviewed. Sheriff Presley has re¬ 
quested that Special Agent Hallett assist him in interviewing Swinney in Huntsville. 
ISA Hallett is the only Agent familiar with all the facts in this" case and' SAC Morley 
furgently recommended that authority be granted as soon as possible*as it is antici¬ 
pated that the Judge will order that Swinney be moved to Huntsville right away* 

When this case first came to the Bureau's attention, the Director and . 
lAttorney .General indicated an interest in the matter and the Field was instructed f 
llbo follow the matter'closely with the police so that immediate action could be 
||taken in the event a Federal angle was developed. Mr. and Mrs. /Swdrmey are both 
Jjinvolved in pending NMVTA investigations. RECQBB IBn /^yn 'Ly ‘ , j 

ACTION TAKEN ; SAC Morley was informed that beflft^n^icfered 

and he would be advised "in this matter. It was “anhi^ipatedP^gs^^si^iject Swinney would 
be removed'to Huntsville on court order-today for^the plirposeyof preventing a possible 
lynching in Texarkana. Mr. Morley was' instructed ^-^iffmiedi ^|ly >advise the Bureau 
if Swdnney was ordered removed to Huntsville^ ^ 

RECOMMENDATION ; It is recommended that ''SMHjalle , Ct' be authorfzfic^iJb 
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be authorized 


assisi 


leriff 









Mr, £. A. Tamm 


[ Presley in interviewing subject Sw-inney as Swinney is involved in NM7TA violations 
and as a cooperative measure to the local authorities in view of the heinousness 
of the offenses. 


ADDENDUM: 2:45 P.M. 2/20/47 EJM:abk SAC Morley was advised that authorization 
was granted for Special Agent Hallett to conduct the interview, but for Bureau Agents 
to take no part in the removal. Mr, Morley stated he would keep the Bureau advised 
by teletype. 











UNSUBS, TEXARKANA MURDERS, MISCELLANEOUS. REBUTEL 25TH INSTANT.... X 


AFTER CONFERENCE WITH STATE DISTRICT JUDGE, SHERIFF, BOWIE COUNTY, 


j TEXAS, DECIDED AGAINST REMOVAL YOUELL LEE SWINNEY TO HUNTSVILLE 
Ip-^ff PRISON FOR INTERVIEW. INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BOWIE COUNTY JAIL WITH 
^ NEGATIVE RESULTS INSOFAR AS THIS CASE MMi CONCERNED. PE GGY^WIN- 
NEY HAS AGAIN RETRACTED HER STATEMENT INVOLVING YOUELL LEE THIS 


CASE. 
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FBI WASH DC 
SAC, LITTLE ROCK 


2-25-47 

URGENT 


4-18 PM 


GH 


UNSUBS, TEXARKANA MURDERS, MISCELLANEOUS. SUTEL INFORMING IS SA HALLETT 

HAS PROCEEDED HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS TO INTERVIEW YOUELL LEE(sWINNEY AND IF 

\ 


SO FURNISH RESULTS OF INTERVIEW. 






END 
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\ ^STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 

TO : 

j 

Director, FHI 

PROM : 

SAC, Little Rock 

SUBJECT: 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT 
£)KXARKANA MURDERS 
(Bureau File 62-8086U). 


r ■■ 




DATE: March Uj 19U7 


/ 




U' 


/ 


Reference is made to your teletype of February 25, 19U7, 
and to my tele type of February 26, 19U7* 


Special Agent HORACE^. HALLETT has advised that suspicion j 

was again directed toward YOUELL I^Jj^SSJENNEY following his conviction and 
sentence on February 12, 19U7, at Boston, Texas, whan hB was sentenced to I 

serve the remainder of his natural life as an habitual criminal. District 
/judge ROBERT VANCE requested Agent HALLETT to again interview PEGGY LOIS 
SHNNEY, the wife of YOUELL LEE SWINNEY, for information concerning the 
murders in that he was of the belief that YOUELL LEE SWINNEY accepted this, 
life sentence as a medium of discharging any further suspicion of being 
the phantom. 


PEGGY LOIS SWINNEY, who is presently incarcerated in the 
County Jail at Hope, Arkansas, under Federal indictment for car theft, 
was again interviewed by Special Agent HORACE S. HALLETT and Sheriff 
W. H. PRESLEY, Texarkana, Texas, at which time she advised that if her 
mother would advise her to tell the txuth that she could clear the whole 
case up. Mr. and Mrs. HENRI STEVENS, not her and father of PEGGY LOIS 
SWINNEY, were interviewed, and they agreed to assist the State in talking 
to their daughter and to advise her to tell the truth concerning the 
Texarkana murders. 


In the presence of her mother and in the presence of her 
father, she was again interviewed, and she advised her mother and then she 
advised her father and then collectively she advised both of them that she 
was farced on Saturday right, April 13, 19U6, to accompany YCUELL LEE SWINNEY 
to the Springlake Park area where he attempted to rob JAMES PAUL MARTIN and 
ended up by killing JAMES PAUL MARTIN and BETTI JO BOOKER. 


11 NOV 


PEGGY LOIS SWINNEY furnished a signed statement indicating 
the participation in this offense which signed statement is being set out 
herein. < In her signed statement-, she mates reference to the signed state¬ 
ment given by her to GLEN H. McLAUGHLIN at Austin, Texas, on November 22, 
19U6. The full details of the murder were furnished in the signed statement 
which she furnished to Mr. McLAUGHLIN and are not set ait in this latter 

kloordb* 

# <fc 

INDEXED ' ’ ]P 

§ l -mmrm 


COPIES DESTROYED 





c 



I 







LR 88-1*22 


/ 

or in this statement in that under the Texas law, it is necessary for a signed 
statement that is to be introduced as evidence be taken in the county in which 
prosecution is to be had. 


"February 19, 19l*7 

"X PEGGY LOTS SWINNEY make the following statement to H. S. 
HA1LETT, whom I know to be a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, U. S. Dept, of Justice. No threats 
or promises have been made to me and I know it can be used 
in a court of law. 

"I was born on May 17, 1925 at Breckenridge, Texas. 

"I first started going with YQUELL LEE SWINNEY during 
January of 191*6. I first left Texarkana, with him on March 3, 
191*6, when he was driving a 19l*l Chevrolet Club Coupe. We 
drove out to Lubbock, Texas, when we turned this car over to 
sane riders* We then hitch hiked back to Texarkana where we 
arrived on or about March 8, 191*6. We left Texarkana on or 
about March 12*, 191*6, when he was driving a Hudson Sedan. We 
did not return until about March 22, 191*6. We spent the first 
night at the Broadway Tourist Courts and on March 23, 191*6, 
we moved to the Miller Tourist Courts on Highway 67 in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. That right YOUELL LEE SWINNEY, told me he was going 
to see a man about a car. He left the cabin around six thirty 
P. M. and did not return until sometime between midnight and day 
light. 

"Ch March 21*, 191*6, we had a late breakfast and then went to a 
movie. He took me back to the cabin and left me and told me 
he was going to see the mn about a car. He returned to the 
cabin about 9 P.M with a green Plymouth Sedan. At this tiro 
he told me to get my -things and lets go. We went to Dallas, 

Texas by the way cf Shreveport, La. The next time we visited 
Texarkana was on March 30, 191*6, we stayed until April 1, 191*6. 

We then re-turned to Dallas, Texas, and did not return to Texarkana 
until April 13, 191*6. We got to Texarkana about 6:30 P.M chi this 
date. That night we had supper at Harwells Cafe on the New 
Baxton, I$r. across from Main Gate Red River Qrd. Plant. We . 
then came into the Stockman Hotel were we drank beer until about " 
eight-thirty or nine P.M. We then went to Drivers Cafe which is 
also located on Highway 67 just inside City limits, Texarkana, 
Texas. We stayed here until dosing tiro which was about 
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""12 or 1 o*clock. We then ■went down town and drove around 
town. At this point I would like to state that, before we 
started drinking beer at the Stockman Hotel we went to the 
Joy Theatre. - 

"At this point I would like to make reference to the state¬ 
ment given by me to CHEN H. McLAUGHIIN, at Austin, Texas 
on November 22, 191*6. I wish to state that all facts as given 
try me concerning what took place at Spring Lake Park, which were 
supported by a map which I drew myself are true. After leaving 
the Park we went to a cafe on East 9th Street close to Camp 67« 

I next recall getting to Dallas, Texas, about seven-thirty 
or eight P.M, that night, April lit, 19h6, I do not know what 
S1INNEY did with the gun that he vised and can furnish no help 
in trying to find it, 

"I have read the above and it isvtrue to the best of my 
knowledge." 


/s/ PEGGY LOIS SHNNEY 


Witness 
W, H. PRESLEY 
H. S. HALLETT 


* * * 


There is also set out herein a letter intercepted from 
PEGGY LOIS SWINNEY to her mother and father written after the first interview 
had with her and before her parents visited her in which she indicates she 
had told where YOUELL LEE SWINNEY was the true subject, but that it was a lie 
and that if be were convicted she would be sending an innocent man down. 


"Herip stead County 
Hope, Arkansas 
Feb. 19, 19U7 

"Dear Mon, Dad & Kids; 

"Will write you again today. How are all of you? Fine I hope. 

- 3 - 
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"I guess the Sheriff on the Texas side and that F.B.I. man 
had been ait to the house. Far they was up to see me yes¬ 
terday. They still think SlINNEY killed those people. I 
don’t knew what to do. They don't believe me. So what 
else can I do but to tell then that he did it. They will 
believe a lie. If I send SlINNEY to the chair that would 
be on ny mind the rest of life. For taken his life wham he 

was not the one that kill_that little boy and girl on*" 

April 13, 19U6. I could send him to the chair than I 
would be a killed. That so and so that you all rented 
that house from said that we was in his field on April lU, 
19U6, That is a lie, I wish that Dad would said something 

to him about it too. 

"I don't think that they wont to sent me to the pen. But 
it is SlINNEY they are after. 

"Mr. PHILLIP told them some lie too. I guess he think if 
they do away with SWINNEY that it would help him to get 
out, and that I would married. I wouldn't married him 
now if I knew I would get out by married him. In my books 
he don't rate as high as SlINNEY does, and SlINNEY don't 
rate at all* 

"Mother I don't know if this will pass out of here or 
nob. But I hope so. 

"I find out why the Judge wouldn't lower my bond. Its 
no used in trying to make my bald because a F.B.I. man 
you know who I an talking about would have to go out and 
look at the land"""and everything. He wcwld turn it down or 
they will rise the bonds so high that you can't make it. 

(the following paragraph was inserted at the tope of page 
two of her letter) 

"I find out more than the lawyer. I think you and Dad 
are just through away $250." 


* * * 


As a matter of record and information for the Bureau, 
it might be stated that PEGGY LOIS SlINNEY has on previous occasions 
indicated that YOUELL T.FE SlINNEY was the subject who commit tad the unsolved 
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murders in Texarkana, but had in each instance retracted her story. 

It is difficult for Special Agents HORACE S. HALIETT . 
and DALE Oi SIMPSON to understand how this person^can furnish the informa¬ 
tion that she gives from what she has been able to obtain from the inter¬ 
viewing officers* She furnished information that substantiates the evidence 
developed at the crime scene. It is also necessary to state that she has been 
interviewed by at least one dozen law enforcement officers and it is possible 
that she could have accumulated this information from interviews had with 
these various officers; however, it is nob believed that she is mentally 
capable of remembering all of this information unless she was. actually 
there on the scene. 

For the Bureau’s information also, on November 22, 191*6, 
PEGGY L£SS STflINNEY was interviewed by the Texas Highway Patrol at Austin, 

Texas, at which tine she agreed to be interviewed on the polygraph machine. 
This interview indicated that she was telling the truth at all times, 

iI Sheriff W. H. PRESLEY does nob have one hundred percent 

faith in this interview and is somewhat desirous of having her. interviewed 
b v Bureau operators on the Bureau’s polygraph machine. Sheriff PRESLEY has 
no t been r in that it is known that she 1 

has previously been interviewed by a-polygraph operator of the State Highway 
Patrol, Austin, Texas, It' is further hard to understand how both PEGGY LOTS 
• SWINNEY and YOUELL LEE ST7INNEY can remember facts and places visited and 
automobiles stolen by them, but when they get to the pertinent period from 
April 13 and April li*, they pull somewhat of a blank between 11:00 AM, 

Saturday morning, April 13, 191*6, and 8:00 PM, Sunday night, April lit, 191*6, 
Their stories are alike except tyiis period, YOUELL LEE•SVJINNEY indicates 
that they left Dallas and went to.Austin and San Antonio, Texas; however, 
they can furnish no place in which his presence there can be established. 

He admits returning to Dallas around 8:00 PM, Sunday, April, ll*, 

PEGGY LOTS SOTNNEY indicates that they left Dallas, Texas, 
about 11:00 AM, April 13, 19U6, and travelled to 'Texarkana, Arkansas, and 
remained until about 7-00 AM, April ll*, 191*6; however, she does net remember 
any other transactions until about 8:00 PM, April ll*, 191*6, when they ware 
in Dallas, Texas, She cannot furnish any places in whi6h it can be definitely 
established they visited in Texarkana, during this pertinent period. 

Far your infoimati on, YOUELL LEE SWINNEY and PEGGY LOTS 
S1INNEY have been indicted by the Federal Grand Jury for violation of the 
National Motor Vehicle Theft Act and are to be tried on May 12, 191*7* at 
Texarkana, Arkansas, the result of which the Bureau will be advised, 
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YOUELL IEE SHNNEY was interviewed by Special Agents 
HORACE S. HALLSTT, DALE 0. SIMPSON, and Sheriff W. H. PRESLEY, Texarkana, 
Texas, at Boston, Texas, at which •time he positively denied being connected 
with the Texarkana murders and advised that his wife, PEGGY LOIS STiJINNEY, 
was a complete moron and that all the facts furnished by her were a complete 
lie. 


YOOELL IEE SWINNEY will remain in the Bowie County Jail, 
Boston, Texas, until April 7, l?i|6, which is the expiration of the period 
in which he can file an appeal on his sentence of February 12, 1?U7* 

No further investigation is being conducted relative to 
tbBse two pending instructions from the Bureau. 


HSH/rp 

88-J4.22 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


'66908 


Date recorde.d: 4-22-47 llrOO AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: re, unknown SUBJECTS; 

TEXARKANA MURDERS OF RICHARD L. GRIFFIN, 
FOLLY ANN MOORE, MARCH 24,. 1946 ET AL: 
POLICE COOPERATION 


Number: 62-18036:4 * 






Specimens: 

It is requested that the fingerprints of named suspect, HAROLD 
BECK ATCHIEY, NSN 63121.42 be compared with the unidentified la tents in the 
above case. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 

Date received: 4-22—47 amb 

Date of reference communication: n m 

Examination requested: uingeiprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Robyak 


AIR MAIL 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAG, DALLAS 

' UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; Q 

TEXARKANA-MURDERS OF RICKARD L. GRIFFIN, 
POLLY ANlAoORE, MARCH 24, 1946, ET AL; 
POLICE COOPERATION 


DATE: April 17,1947 


ATTENTION: SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 

The Sheriff’s Office/ Texarkana, Texas, has requested that the 
fingerprints of HAROLD BEC1#TCHLEY, Navy Serial Number 631-21-42, be 
compared vri-th the-unidentified latent prints in the BOOKER-MARTIN murder 
case. ATCHLEY was discharged from the Navy on May 5, 1946. His date of 
birth is August 14, 192$. 

Please advise this office immediately of the results of the comparison. 


WDP/arag 

#62-1229 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION " 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 4-24-47 11:00 All 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: Rg : UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

PAUL JAMES MARTIN; BETTY JO BOOKER - VICTIMS 
TEXARKANA MURDERS 

Specimens: Fingerprints of the following suspects, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified latents in the above case. , 

L. D. HALE, Texarkana SO #6672 

CLINT HOUSTON LOGAN. ' 


Number: 62-80864- 



Piease note last paragraph. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Little Rock 
Date received: 4-24-4? amb 

Date of reference communication: 4-21-47 
Examination requested: 

Result of examination: 

'-"'f IS 

y-sf-*7 


Fingerprint 



Examination by: Robyak 
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Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Little Rock 


DATE: April 21, 1947 


UNKNOWN S' 
PAUL JAMES' 
TEXARKA 



TIN; BETTY JO'BOOKER - VICTIMS; 
ERS 


* ^ 

* | 

* >J 


Bureau File 62-80864 


an 
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ATTENTION - SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 


rv 

V 

* 

A 

’ \ 


Sheriff W. E. DAVIS of Texarkana, Arkansas, has 
requested this offioe to foward the enclosed fingerprints of 
two suspects to be compared with the latent prints developed 
in this case. 


L. D. 


Texarkana Sheriff's Offioe No. 


was arrested on April 10, 1947, for Rape, and is being held 
without bond far the June term of court. 


CLINT HOUSTON LOGAN, was arrested by the Police 
Department at Shreveport, Louisiana, on April 12, 1947, for 
Assault & Battery, and was sentenced to serve two years. 

In addition to comparing -these prints, it is re¬ 
quested that the customary copy of record, if any, be furnish¬ 
ed the Sheriff's Offioe, Texarkana, with your report. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


67201 


Date, recorded: 5 _g _ 4 7 9 j 00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: re- UNICNOW SUBJECT;' 

JA1.ES PAUL BARTON; BETTY JOE BOOKER VICTIMS 
TEXAEKA8& MURDERS 


Number: 62-80864-93 ' 


Specimens:Fingerprints of named suspect L. B. FARQUAKAR, to be compared with the 
‘ unidentified latents developed in the'above entitled case. 


Examination requested by: SAGj Little Rock 
Date received: 5-7-47 rnri 
Date of reference communication:5-2-47 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examinatiori by: "Robyak 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 


TO 



OM 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Little 



DATE: 


May 2,- 1947 

' ' ' 


!>) 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT} 

JAMES PAU^ARTON; BETTY JOE BOCKER - VICTIMS} ' ' 
^TEXARKANA MURDERS 


) " v 

, ,ih 


/ 


Sheriff W* H* PRESLEY, Texarkana, Texas, has requested this 
office that a search be made of the applicant fingerprint cards at the 
Bureau for one L. Bj^ARQUAHAR, who is employed as a guard at the Federal 
Correctional Irstitute, U. S« Department of Justice, Texarkana, Texas* 

If these fingerprints are located, it is further requested that they be 
compared with unidentified latent fingerprints developed "in this case* 


It is further requested that a search be made of the records 
of the Bureau relative to any pertinent information which might have been 
developed during departmental investigation of FARQUAHAR. Information 
has been developed by the local police indicating FARQUAHAR is a sexual 
pervert, and it is believed aqy information along this line, as well as 
any other background information, would be of .possible value to this 
investigation, \ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


U f / 

/"/f $ 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 

REPORT MADE AT 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


FILE NO. 62-1584 


NOT ORLEANS , LA. 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

5-6-47 4-18,19-47 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHRISTOPHER W. NELSON mmd 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


UNKNO’.HN SUBJECTS; TEXARKANA MURDERS OF POLICE COOPERATION 

RICHARD L.SORIFFIN, POLLY ANN^ORE, March 24, 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




X<4V 




REFERENCES: 


R. H. BADTEN, a safety engineer for Hardware 
Mutuals Ins. Co. of Stevens Point, Wisconsin; 
fellow employee terms him good natured, mild 
individual, presently in California for company. 
vRome address Stevens Point, Wisconsin. JOHN 
pUTHJRFORD presently serving 5 years for Carnal 
Knowledge at Angola State Penitentiary, Angola, 

La. Home address 912 Orleans St., Texarkana. 

\ s P " . 

Dallas letter dated Feb. 6, 1947* 

Dallas letter dated April 10, 1947 entitled KILLINGS 
AT TEXARKANA. 

Report of Special Agent J. VAUGHN BLAKE dated April 12, 
1947 at New Orleans. 


DETAILS: Inquiry at 772 East Kings Highway, Shreveport, La*, re¬ 

flected it to be the home of OSCAR CHRISTOPHERSON, an 
insurance salesman* Mr. CHRISTOPHERSON, upon interview, 
advised Mr. BADTEN is employed by his company, the Hardware Mutuals Ins* , 
Company, as a safety engineer, and is presently in California, for the (j IsJ 
company. He stated BADTEN began employment with the Hardware Ins* Coraphfy^ 
shortly after his discharge from the U. S. Army, which was about August, 

1945* For the past year BADTEN resided with CHRISTOPHERSON and traveled 
through Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana. He termed BADTEN as good natured, 
mild and clean living. He stated BADTEN was born and raised in Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, and believed he attended college there. A check at the 
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2 - Dallas i 
2 - New Orleans oo£^ 
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^*4® No#' 62 - 3 . 5 ^, '.-••* 




information Regarding the NhereAOen^a’°e Apri.1 10, 1947 requested 

■: k ' * 5 


Abrii ’2 ib;> 7 - naa be<m sentenced to 5 yearslf fi ^' ana » * 

apraj. 2*,. 1947 ,on a charge of Carnal ira^r 'j • - s • Angola State PrisS n on - 

Joes not relain any that »office’ 

the writer; with a copy^fItUffiERFOBri r*K? thefref.ore unable to furnish ’ 

^HIEfS «rio in- ' 

. ' 4 _' -"W'-v :' k i ‘V •' • v^'-i .;ULm'A. nonttm, : ' •'-';■-• ,.i; v «\-v v .' 


- r 5 ^ !£§* ^ *hfSleSe?St Cdliege/Shre^-epoiitv : 

Jan. 28, 1947 andar the aSSIJS^ *™ 1 Sept. 23, 1946tT' 


..:; V.4‘:? \C* •'^V'^XyV’-':); •;•'•.••':..r/;.•'. £E N D ;I N G >.’! '- f '•" • •'‘’•'WV- , :; ,^ v '‘v :: 'V 'v 




. v ' • ;. 


*;■•■■;••. ■• ,;. iy. • < 
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THE 


... UNDEVELOPED LEAD 
ORLEANS DIVISION . 


: AT BATON ROUGE, ,LA » will, at Angola State Prison*; obtain 
a copy of JOHN RUTHERFORD'S fingerprints and forward, same to the Dallas 
Office*;, Will also ascertain where RUTHERFORD was during Feb *.1, 19A6 • to 
May 31, 1946 and where he was stationed while in the Army, ^ '.-.Vv’ 
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File # 6&dQ8&4Wr 

Lab. # . &&&}&% Cf 

62 - 80864-100 




Examination requested by: SAC* Dallas (63-1229) 


Date of reference communication: 


Examination requested: 
Result of Examination: 

J~ 

<?C - 


2 


Bocunsni 


Date received: 


Examination by: 


I- I* Mf MM * 
ROBYAK 


CC: Little Rock 


Specimens submitted for examination 


038 One white envelope .tearing typewritten address «Mr, Clark Brosm 1419 Locuat ft 

City* ate postmarked «T*»tecafta* ftsk*. fox* lay 2 5s3Q PH WU7 n * 

<239 Aeeoi^pnsylng typewritten isteeagt tegliuiin^ :»Soiaeti£a© age yea n6ra written ate 
given . - 7 ' 

Resubmission of specimens Q25 through Q29. 


CG» Balias (9-616) 
little nock 

/IcaIZ/z/ ^^7 ^ 








STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ^ w 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


'jjjiWo 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
Attn: FBI Laboratory 
SAC, Dallas 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; (3) 

BETTY JOEW)KERj JAMES PAUL MARTIN 
Victims, Murder April 14, 1946, 
Texarkana, Texas; 

POLICE COOPERATION 
Bureau File #62-80864 


DATE: May 12, 194*7 


66761 


Reference is made to Bureau letters to Sheriff W# H .^PRESLEY, 

Bowie County, Texarkana, Texas, on January 8, 1947, and January>23, 1947> 
reflecting the results of the examination of Specimens Q-25 ^9/4*29, in- ^ j, 

elusive* These specimens were typewritten notes to Mr* CLArMSROWN, f Iwr* 

1417 Locust Street, the father of victim BETTY JOE BOOKER# "''Specimens Q-25 
to Qr-28 inclusive are being resubmitted with this letter for further corn- v \ ✓ 

parison with a letter postmarked 5*30 PM, May 2, 1947, at Texarkana, Ark- / ^ 
Tex#, addressed to Mr. CLARK BROWN, 1419 Locust Street, City, and the note 1 7 

received with the letter addressed to Mr#' ; BROWN, stating "This is addressed 
to you personally and is only to help you and Mrs. BROWN...*," It is requested 
that the above note and envelope be processed for latent prints, and that they 
be compared with the previous notes received by Mr# BROWN to determine if the 
same typewriter was used, and if not, the make of typewriter used* 

y The Dallas Division is also forwarding two extortion notes and ^ 

erfvelopes for examination in the case entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ELMER EDWARD 
|FEAGINS - VICTIM; EXTORTION", in which the Little Rock Division ^ 

of origin* The victim in this case and Mr* CLARK BROWN both reside on Locust 
Street,^ Texarkana, Arkansas, and the officer mentioned in the note received Car 
by Mr. BROWN postmarked May 2, 1947, as residing across from the orphan's 
home, is also located in the same neighborhood as the residences- of~FEAGINS c ’ c= ^ : * " 
and Mr. BROWN# In view of the possible similarity in which the envelopes in 
each instance have been addressed and the overlapping "ST” in the note received 
by Mr* BROWN postmarked May 2, 1947 end the notes received by FEAGINS, it is 
requested that the notes reoeived by Mr# BROWN be compared with the notes , . ,,, ^ 
received by Mr. FEAGINS in the case entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ELMER EDWARD 
FEAGINS - VICTIM; EXTORTION", to ascertain if they possibly could haj k jttwj gg 
written .on the same typewriter# 

The Dallas and Little Rock Divisions should be Advised of Idle 
results of this examination, and the notes addressed to Mr# BROWN should be / 
returned to the Dallas Division so that they can be delivered to Sheriff W. H* 

PRESLEY# \ COFF ASB'gPECiaiENg RETAINED TN LAB. 

mnr> \l ^ Ji / F0R ^AB, ACTION AND REEQfiS? ' ’ / J n /h 

WDP-mjh JJ Zty &/0 &/ / / JM& 

62-1229/ .. W®3k> 

Enclosufear(Registered Mail) ‘rU - / 


CC Dallas File 9-616 
Little Rook 
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SOMETIME AGO YOU WERE WRITTEN AND. GIVEN VALUABLE INFORMATION MS) NOTHING SEEMS 
TO COME OF IT. THE NAMES GIVEN YOU AND ALL WAS CONFIDENTIAL AND DO NOT 
MEAN TO WO RBI OR REMIND YOU. MUST BE IF YOU TRIED TO FIND OUT THEY PLAYED 
INNOCENT. JUST A LITTLE WHILE BACK THERE WAS A DEATH OF A GUL AND YOU NO 
DOUBT READ ABOUT IT THERE POSSIBLY: WILL BE ANOTHER IF YOU HAVE ANY INFLUENCE 
WOULD BE SO GLAD YOU USE IT. MAYBE YOU DID flOT RECEIVE LETTER WILL HEPE^%; 
NAMES GO TO HIGHER OFFICIALS AS THESE PEOPLE ARE HELPH) BY THB LAW. ‘t? 

FIRST OFFICER ACROSS FROM BAPTIST ORPHAN HOME HOliitE^ HIS SON CHARLES vT^ 
ALBERT MOORE KINSPEOPLE, SUPPLY GUN. „ Bi iPi. JONES SUPPLY ANOTHER. BRUCE 
JONES USES GAR HIS CAR SEEN AT STARKS BUT HAS CHANGED IT SINCE THEN. MAN 
BY NAME OF KYLE AND KESTERSON. DG Nt^jBE ; MiSLEAD_ABOUT^AML^3L^SS-*^ j 

MAHTINDAIE FARM THE NIGHT 

YOUR STEP FATHER KILIED Tj^?$MET THERE LATER. NOT ALL THIS AT MUHDERS 
BUT PLAYED THEIR PARTS AND ACCORDING TO ANY LAW WILL BE GUILTY DO NOT BE 
MISLEAD. KEEP THIS CONFIDENTIAL. BURN THIS JOT NiMES DOWN. JONES LIVES 
CLOSE TO JEFFERSON ST OR ROAD AT THE FORTY SECOND AND KYLE AND OTHER IN 
ANOTHER TOWN. PLEASE IF YOU HAVE ANY INFLUENCE CARRY ,THIS TO HIGHER 
AUTHORITIES. DO NOT GIVE TO THESE HERE FOR THEY TELL YOU NOTHING 
TO IT. YOU CAN SEE WHY CAN’T YOU. HURRY. MAYBE NOT#ET'k)IMER 
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t THANKS IF YOU.;CAN DO ^YEHING 
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; j Kfcr. Osrsora. ; 

(I&r. Egem.| 

I Mr. Gm*ne&.| 

| Ms. Barb# f 

i * 

j Mr. Hendon).. P 


i * {&r. Fenuingtoa .( 

1 

j; Mr. Qstinn TfaoEi...„. j 
| P.ir. Heasc. .i 


-iss GamSf^/:_' 

$ "' ^ H _ * *-. 


UNSUB, 


E. FEAGINS, THREE ONE ONE NINE LOCUST ST., TEXARKANA, 


ark. - victim,, Extortion, 


VICTIM RECEIVEDLEUER MAILED 


, 

' // 'p ” 


APRIL TWENTYNINE, SEVEN THIRTY PM, TEXARKANA, ARK-TEX., DEMANDING 


THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS IN CASH TO BE DELIVERED TO SPRING LAKE PARK, 


TEXAS, BETWEEN EIGHT AND 


EIGHT FIFTEEN TODAY. LETTER TYPE 


WRITTEN AND REQUESTED VICTIM BRING MONEl 


LRi£ HUH HTS OLDEST 


DAUGHTER , AND A FTER LEAVING MONEY AT DESIGNATED' SPOT. TO DRIVE BACK 
HOME WITH HIS DAUGHTER . LETTER RECEIVED BY VICTIM APRIL THIRTIET H 
BUT ONLY ADVISED POLICE THREE PM TODAY. VICTIM NOT ABLE TO PAY RAH- 


SOM BUT WILLING -TO CARRY OUT DIRECTION* 


’H EXCi 


DAUGHTER IN CAR. ONE PLOYlf fclLCP.EASE. TEXARKANA, ARK., S USPECT DUE 

( —- 1 “ 1T r~ 

TO DEALINGS WITH FEAGINS RE PURCHASE OF HOME BY FEAGINS . KILCREASE 

KNOWN TO BE HEAVY DRINKER AND PRESENTLY HAVING DOMESTIC TROUBLES. 

PAY-OFF SPOT BEING COVERED BY AGENTS THIS OFFICE AND DALLAS OFFI CE 

$ 

WITH ASSISTANCE OF LOCAL POLICE,' ARK. AND TEXAS SIDES. BUREAU WILL BE 


KEPT ADVISED. 


A ANE^H 


MOR.LEY 


FBI- WASH-DC. CCW 
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FBI - LITTLE ROCK 


HAY 3« 1947 


5-10A CXXX 5-lOP CST 


DIRECTOR - ROUTINE 


UNSUB, E. E. FEAGINS - VICTIM, EXTORTION. REMYTEL YESTERDAY. SURVEIL- _/> 

j 

LANCE'OF PAY-OFF NEGATIVE, INVESTIGATION CONTINUED. 


records C 3 - *8 C ZA .y,-/fcs 
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' <&Q . Gao white <nrm*Xoj* hearLqg; AMr®3s.' t^ewyitt4'n '*B. E* 'FEASISS ‘3Wi 

LOCSSE 3fRW 'v2tI.% poa^rlc^ "fEKAma, ARX-TSX. APE 29 19li? : t*30 

Qbl ; .AcctHispaaying awt# typwitton : lii upper ease letter* m a piece ©f/ white 
;.;.papep te^uming *18031.toy 5!n¥B PEES .. ; :-/.^.;..; 

-. $£ . On® white envelope homing Adtlrcsa •: 'tjpewrltte^'fci • appear 'case letters • '• *' /; . 
': •:'' • «B. B. PMGiXS' 331? KX'USf \9P CHS*#' 90 tttatt*il$ AWWttX*'*' .:' : 

, ;■'. mxzim atjow* .'/^-....'•v’ •*:;•: : - 

Ql*3 . *J»W typswrlttsa in upper, caee letters on a plec® oJT «*hit* 

.v: paper bofimiae *MttI A 3JAIPHAS fiSJSf. MADE ......• i -- 3 b A- A-.//. 

;;•>>!¥ latent* of reitse daratopecion abor? specimen*. •'•• ;;'> :v ." x- 5 ^ 

-A , C'.vA .^‘ iaboratPry report -being |orwar6^^.''B©par*tely'» , A _ . aW^-A'a v . 

ACC* 'UlOi Spelc: ■ V".• • . : A; ,f ; ' •• '•''•• av -- -. •,. . • ■/■■■■ -\*£ \ 
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Laboratory Work Sheet Reoarded 5-24-47 3sOO PM amb 


File # 
Lab. # 


62-80864 - fC«J- 


Examination requested by: ' Italia# 
Date of reference communication: 


Date received: W-4? 


Examination requested: 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: 



ROB YAK 




CC: Little Rock 


Specimens submitted for examination 

to whit# envelop# bearing address typewritten *E, B* SEAQXH3 311910CU; 

surest poettoto » mmm , ahk-tsx. apr 29 1947 7*30 

Accompanying ante typewritten :tli upper ease letter* on * piece of tot#' 
pap#r beginning B0B •*»«*«,•** 

to whit# eaarelepe bearing tore*# typewritten in upper ease letters 
M* % W&A&tm 3119 &Q 6 UST ST CITY*, postmarked «TSXARKAMA, 

MAY ? 1947 - IflS fit** 

tototoing note typewritten in upper cate letter* on a piece of whit* 


paper 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


' Office Memorandum • united states government 


r \/' TO 


Director, FBI i 
Attn: FBI Laboratory 
SAC, Dallas^/ 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJSJTj 

ELMER EDWARIT^EAGINS - VICTIM} 
EXTORTION 


date: May 12, 1947 


6B7T; 


/X^X 
* {\ * 


Enclosed herewith are the following items for examination by the 
FBI Laboratory: 

. 0 

One envelope addressed to E. E« FEA GINS, postmarked April 29, 

1947* at Texarkana, Ark-Tex* -■ 

One note received in the above envelope reading "When you 

have been a railroader,." 

9 * 

One envelope addressed to E. E. FEAGINS, postmarked May 5, 

1947» Texarkana, Ark-Tex. 

One note received in the above envelope reading "Many a slip 

has been made between the cup and the lip 

The above notes were received by the victim at his residence at 
Texarkana, Arkansas* It is requested that they be processed for latent prints 
and that since they are typewritten that they be compared with the known 
standards so that it can be determined the type of typewriter used and if both 
notes were written on the same typewriter* _/ 

The Little Rock Division is the office c3®§rigin and will secure 
elimination prints to be forwarded to the Bureau* It is requested that they 
be advised of the results of the examinations and that the exhibits be 
returned to the Little Rock Office* Photostatic copies of the notes have 
been furnished to the Little Rock Division* 

WDP-mjh a 

9-616 


i-7< 


CC - Little Rock 
Enclosures 


-so ** d'V/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 

REPORT MADE AT 

DALLAS, TEXAS 


LITTLE HOCK, ARKANSAS 

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

5-12-47 5-2 & 6-47 


FILE NO. 9-616 MJH 


REPORT MADE BY 


1?. DEWEY PRESLEY 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWARD^FEAGINS - VICTIM 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


EXTORTION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


r\* T . • ■ 

(c- r 

r* pv- 


Victim, a resident of Texarkana, Arkansas, received 
note 4-30-47 instructing him to leave #3,000 in 
Spring Lake Park, Texarkana, Texas, on Friday, 

5-2-47, at 8:15_♦ Surveillance of pay-off negative* 

Victim then received second note on 5-6-47, advising 
him that his accusations were wrong* No additional 
instructions as to payoff received* Notes forwarded 
to FBI Laboratory* 

- RUG - 


DETAILS: ' * 

Mr. EIMER EDWARD FEAGINS, 3119 Locust Street, Texarkana, 
Arkansas, contacted the writer at the Resident Agency, Texarkana, Texas, at 
approximately 3:00 PM, on May 2, 1947* He furnished the writer with a 
stamped envelope addressed to E* E* FEAGINS, 3119 Locust Street, City, 
bearing the postmark "Texarkana, Ark-Tex, 7:30 PM, April 29, 1947"* Mr* 
FEAGINS advised that he received the envelope and the enclosed note on the 
morning of April 30, 1947, at his residence in Texarkana, Arkansas* He did 
not decide to report the matter until May 2, 1947* Enclosed in the envelope ( 
was the following typewritten note: 

"WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN A RAIL R0ADER YOUR SEIF YOU NO, DOUBT 
UNDERSTAND RAILROADING. SINCE YOU HAVE DONE THIS THEN YOU 
' UNDERSTAND THE GAME. SINCE THIS IS THE CASE YOU DID IT IN 

THE PAST WILL ASK FOR RET URN WITH INTEREST. AT THE > 

SPRING LAKE PARK VAULT AFTER ENTERING GATE AT HEAD OF A' ' 

SPRING AT VAULT ON EAST SIDE PUT THIS SPONDULUX* IN AN / F 
OILCLOTH OF DARK COLOR AND THEN TIED WITH DARK STRING CAN'T . 

_ FIND E&NT QIIEIOTH THIS AMOUNT OF MONEY IN AS SMALL BUNDLE 


APPROVED AND / 
FORWARDED: \ 


special Agent 
in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE-IN THESE SPACES 


DESmOYl 




recorded 


11JJ0V lB'WSS'* REPORT a'u _ 

Q?: St'S Rock (*».> •? 

2 * Dallas m Ml 161947 

&2iW2§i^ ^ -.: 1 k . ■ 
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DL, #95-616 


•'■ v^’^V.vi^iV ^’..y ■ -■• ■'■■';< ' V* ?... -i.' 


V' "AS POSSIBLE IN AS 1 I^CE^jyiOUNT OF MONEY AS:POSSIBIE*. i'' ' y 

LARGE BUNDLE 50 AS TO;NOfIi£AKE POSSIBLE.POT THIS ON V ^ =."■ 

FRIDAY OF THIS mEK BETWE^f ,EIGHT AND EIGHT FIFTEEN BRINGING ‘ • 'it. 
• V -.' YOUR OLDEST DAUGHTER WITH YOU; THEN LEAVE GO HOME STAY : " v 

•V .v&\\ QUItST. ffiTHOUT ALLOWlNG ANYONE TO KNOW ABOUT THIS IN -ANY • ’ T" t 

; 4 V ' .'.-WAY YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN. THE: AMOUNT' IS THREE THOUSAND . • 

: v DOLLARS THIS IS ONLY FIRST REQUEST TO GET BACK YOUR REQUEST 1 : 

"l%- . OR RAILROADING? REMEMBER??? YES-YOU DO* DON'T HAVE ANY ’ > . 

■••ttt" WATCH DOG OR PROWLERS. KEEP QUIET'-ABOUT THIS OR ELSE* 

' "?£■.. YOUR RAILROADING OTHER PEOPLE IS OVER* REMEMBER YOUR FAMILX i w".\ .- 
. :: • " :; ^AND; KEEP BUIES AND MUM or??????"; • r v. 

■ /£; r -, It should be particularly noted in the note that the victim 
was instructed, to put the bundle on Friday of this week (which was May ; 2* \-/• 

1947) between 8:00 and 8:15* The note does not state whether A *M* or P*M« 

However; since the victim did not report the matter until after 8:1$ A.M. 1 ,-- .: 
arrangements were made to surveil the pay-off spot in Spring Lake Park* 
Texarkana*>f The victim, stated that he did not have #3*000 but agreed to place 
a package at the point designated in;the note*, He did not desire to have 
his daughter accompany him from the residence to Spring Lake Park* and re- 
quested that an officer be. left at his residence while he was making the • 
trip from his residence to the park, and that an officer accompany him con- / 
cealled in his automobile* A surveillance of the pay-off spot was maintained 
by the writer and Special Agent DALE SIMPSON of the Little Rock Division, and 
Bowie County’Deputy Sheriffs E. G* HENSIEE ahd J. F. RILEY. A surveillance \ : 
was maintained at the entrance of the park by Special Agent HORACE S, HALLETT 
Of the Little Rock Division and Miller. County, Arkansas, Deputy Sheriff ’; 

TILMAN JOHNSON* ’Arkansas State Policeman BILL SEASON remained at the victim's, 
residence,; and Arkansas State Policeman CHARLES. BOYD accompanied the victim " .. 
from his residence to Spring Lake; Park*. The victim placed the package at the 
appointed place at approximately; 8:10 PM* A surveillance was maintained at the 
various, places from approximately 7*15 until.11:00 P*M* Nothing of value was . 
noted at ary of the above-mentioned points* ; ! . " ; 5 "tv . "t 

At the time the victim reported the receipt of the letter* he 
’Stated: that he suspected only: one individual* This individual was FLOID 
)KILCREASE,^a former owner of a welding shop and garage at Dudley and Jackson 
Streets,TTexiarkaha, Arkansas* The victim had purchased the residence at 
3119 Locust: Street from KILCREASE approximately one month prior to the receipt 
;of the letter. He furnished the following information which caused him to 
suspect KILCREASE. KILCREASE was in California at the time be negotiated through 
WILLIAM T. JENNINGS; real estate dealer with KIICREASE'S wife for the purchase 
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DL #9-616 


of the residence; ,' According to FEAGINS; .KILCKEASE'S: wife had authority. tpC \i. 
sell Ibhe residence* VHowever, prior, to the closing of . the deal, KII£REASE . ' ; 
returned to Texarkana, Arkansas* FEAGINS paid KHCREASE $2*000 in cash for 
the residence*"gave KtLCREASE a note for |i,(XX), and financed an additional 
$2,000 by note through the Jennings Real Estate Company* It was FEAGIN*3 
understanding that Mrs. .KIICREASEreceived a larger amount of the. .$2,0O0 in 
cash,.and shortly after the sale, she instituted divorce proceedings against 
KHCREASE* Since the proceedings have been started, KIICREASE has been 
drinking considerably* FEAGINS was afraid that KH£Ki^^ be attempting . 

to secure additional money from him since his wife had handled the trans¬ 
action and apparently received most of the money. He was unable to furnish 
any information regarding any other logical suspect* : / ' .y?;. 

’: 1 FEAGINS is employed on the 12:01 A*H* to <8:00 P.M*; shift as a 

fireman in the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company yards at. Texarkana, Arkansas* 
He stated that there has been no union trouble at the yards; that he had not 
»bumped M anyone off of his job during recent months; and that he knew of no 
one that he had offended or could be suspected as writing the above-mentioned 
note* jV-vi"* ■■■■ : ^ V. 

■/ , • Upon t he receipt of the note, it was handled by his wife, 

T TT.T.n? jffiQMA WH-AfiTWQ I I I 

I He made no report of the receipt 

of the note to the police and did’not decide to repoaHb the note until after he 
had conferred with WILLIAM T* JENNINGS* real estate dealer, 414 State Line#: 
Texarkana, .Arkansas, on the morning of 2, 1.947•. Since he suspected 

KIICREASE and JENNINGS had handled the real estate transaction, he felt ! . v 
possibly that JENNINGS might be of assistance to hisu After discussing it 
with JENNINGS, he reported the matter to the Resident Agency* JENNINGS also 
handled the note* The above named individuals, according to FAGAN, are " the , 
only bnes who have knowledge of the receipt o£\ the note* r- 

At the time the note was delivered to the writer, FEAGINS 
also advised that KIICREASE could be located through his brother, who is now 
operating the welding shop and garage on Dudley at :Jackson Street, Texarkana, 
'Arkansas, since it was KIICREASE^S original plans to sell the shop and move . 
to Calif orniai ' / -i' : 


i ;.t"Since'the. surveillance of the paiy**off was negative, FEAGINS, 

was advised to immediately notify the Resident Agency at Texarkana upon the 
receipt of any additional note. ’ On the morning of May 6, '1947* he again 
contacted the writer and furnished an envelope addressed to E. E. FEAGINS, 
3119 Locust Street, City, bearing the postmark "Texhrkana, Ark-Tex, 2:30 PM, 
May 5, 1947* M The following typsrritten note was enclosed: 
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, ' ' v r-, ^ 


>-' "MANY A SLIP HAS BEEN MADE BETWEEN THE CUP AND THE IIP* •. ^ 

‘ C-: YOUR LIP DID IT TOGETHER; WITH YOUR FAMILY. YOU ASKED FOR '■ • 

■ •: IT. YOUR VERSION VJRONG ACCUSATION WRONG LIP TOO BIG YOU " '■ • y YC ■ 

ASKED FOR IT TOGETHER WITH OTHERS UP*. YOU WERE TOID TO V-./:?y' 
- : V DO. SOMETHING. IT. IS WHAT YOU HAVE DONE IN PAST NOT, OTHERS* ‘ Q: 
: YOU AND YOUR UPPERS WILL FIND THIS OUT IN TIME* YOU ASKED '• 

7 ., . for it." V : ■ vyv-y yy.:, y.,,.;-. \ / 'y r y. \/y/ 

V; 7;,, f.'.;"- Again FEAGINS advised that the only Individual he could, 
suspect would be FLOID KILCREASE, He stated that this note was not handled, 
and It was Immediately placed In a cellophane envelope* He described 
KILCREASE as being approximately 5* 10^"tall, weight 135 to 140, age 
approximately 45 > slightly gray hair, brown eyes,?! and slender build* He 
did not know KILCREASE until he transacted the real estate deal with his y. 
wife and KILCREASE through the Jennings Real Estate Cpmpany* * r. ; 




The.extortion notes and envelopes are being forwarded to 


the-FBI Laboratory* 

ENCLOSURES TO UTTLE ROCK Photostatic cOpies of the two extortion notes* 
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UNDEVELOPED , LEADS . ‘ 


THE LITTLE ROCK DIVISION 


follow 


At Texarka na, Arkansas i j}*. S 

Will secure a Complete^.description of the victim. 

Will secure elimination fingerprints from the V ?-.y 


■.'7 •; . ’* ■ W il l question FID1D KIICREASE and his wife regarding 

V i tha : above and attempt to locate the typewriter used in writing 

' -‘ .1; the notes* .. :■ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at DAXIaAS 

REPORT MADE AT C 


NO "le.no. 62-1581* 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


KM ORLEANS 


U-12-itf 


h-h-kl 


J. VAUGHN BLAKE 


UNKNGTO SUBJECTS} TEXARKANA MURDERS OF 
RICHARD L if GRIFFIN, POLLY AIMOORE, March 
24, 1946, etal 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


POLICE COOPERATION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/ :w 

• o- ,S: 

\ ( REFERENCE':* 


"DETAILS:. 


; j' 


Copy of registration for Louisiana license plate 
#15>lH?07 for year 1946 was obtained and is forwarded 
to the Dallas Division herewith. 


- P - 


tetter from the Dallas Division dated 2-8-47. 

AT BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 

At the Motor Vehicle Bureau, it was ascertained that 1946 
se plate was issued January 10. 1946, to R. H. (BOBMBADTEfl 


Louisiana License plate was issued January 10, 1946, to R. H. (BOB)^BADTEN, 
772 E. Kings Highway, (city not stated but rubber stamp impression indicates 
license sold at Shreveport)/ He lists his occupation as ’’Safety Engineer” 

,, with the Hardware Mutual Company Insurance. The license is issued for 1941 
^Chevrolet.Club. Coupe, MoWr #A6//228B. His application indicates that the 
car was bought from FRANlaGERINGER, Milwaukee, Wisconsin on October lU, 1945* 


ENCLOSURE TO DALLAS: 


copy of application by BADTEN for auto license 


PENDING 


JPXES PESTROYEtt 


11 NOV 10 


ft 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


Special. Agent 
in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


2 Bureau 
2 Dallas (end.) 
2 New Orleans , 


if • u 4 


BECO|CPEIS) 

iiQSSiexep 


#• 


U. S. GOVBHNMENT PRiNTINO OWIO* 


7—203j 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D^Ce 


. •• $Wjf : 

'■■''Jlwre fcdl-ow* t&e repert pi* tfte lli Mber&i&rsF m 
mMam* receive*! firm- your office m My X£, .1947* 





John Edgar Hoover, Director 


aw ms 'BR. shot? - 

. . ■ %3ti»e, tetter April 14, X946- 
■ Tesarkarta, ; 

E^I@»i«WAnai. • 

■ Reference: -. SttHfiJf' .' • 

Examination requested:, ?*&%*** &%<& UKjf 1% . Vtfff 
Specimens:' / SOClS&Wlfc. W . 1^0^^ ' ' ■ 


YOUR FILE NO. x . . . 

FBI'FILE NO.. 

.’' LAB'. NO. .4&-2W9.'. 

•• ■ Ifr&tf&i-'-. . 

: ,.. &4676l«nd D-temve 


G.I.R.S 


■02®. Cats dkt* envelope btetufj W* . Clark ; tew 241$ 

''tdWWiL'Si fctta* m& ppvrtmzim& 'Ktemrksm# A»te* ttKr % .5f30.IL 


Mr. 

Mr. Rose n - 
Mr. Trac y , 

Mr. Carso n>- 

Mr. Egar.__ : 

Mr. Gurnea 

Mr. Harbo__^ 

Mr. Hendo n nu 
Mr.. PenningroryT 
Mr. Quinn TamnvV 
Mr Nease ■ 

1 Miss Gandy / * /-.- 
_ i _,_«;-a f 


JWKsHft 


' - 039 . typttetrlitsa accsapt Wg$lwtsig, ' Age -ywx teu ■'>■•• 

; wlitetrieMl given, valuable heoobdbd . L f ); ^/rym/LiL /6 

fenteMUxi *f sjjoclaim# {fervgACiVte A.-. '. 

• ' P v • 1 .v ..■' 

Sufoa&tted under AX# title ^bnknefisan ^abject,' Ildar -VicAS** 

.• (liaHas file X2 f i%7* -.'••• • 

■ 46G .’■ Cue tffcLto eovelofe boarldl a<Mr *1* V iiACHil 3&19 ' : ’' 

■. ifwipsT. atMf era**, pw$m$h*& mi 29 1547 7*3t> i 

: .£41, Aecotipstaarins net* t*p«w&tick l 'ia uppercase letter# m m piece of vtolte 
~pape r begiaaias W TvU ***** , ;■••■: ; , : V; ■ . 

™ rwr j , ^(l l i" 1111111 ^""T iitHi 1 i& upper t&m Jetteftf 

K l yM"&ATWmS&TlWI COT'" s ^pea*li^fc«i''*w^ AM-fSi:. 

in', case':lettere *. piece of i^iite 

Mfc&msimtmfmr a mfms miwMm 


J'age" 1- ^ 


rOFJusnCE 


pUSfEfemtV"' 

& mis* 


/ .'d\ \ J-?K:;.^ss&>* 

(.' u ’ £ r ■ .'...' *- • 

Continued? 'on next page 
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- v*. :,y ' ^ y. 


.•■ •‘VV- It ms erneled** tfcat m* tOTjjltlllrt eppserjag m epeelmeiiB 438 
,*m I Q39 m» prepares m the mm meih§W m$ it* lyjmwltiog mppmjtini oa . 


etendesds of Ondbreood exit# type* 12 loiters to the Inch, .type ' 

«S«lX*r to ihi* my be fowad 'on'.-bath Wjadeieoad f?»rt»hXc md. standard type- j* 
writor#, Oft epaelel resposi type eisdl.tr to this: my fee. Casad oti other 
jg&k&s ter awiri 'ttegftt* • • i -' 

It sss .fartfem oesaeXadtd that tb* ty*0rit£»f eppesrlGg ee #pod- - 
mem Q4& thtm&x %0#®e pmp&m& m' the Iyp*^jrltie|t 

*ppmrlti% m epeelmn* *©d ^.•vrtbte.typi^ttisg' e<s*fe«pew4e idLt&'tb* - 
Lat'cratoxy*# etemtour&a ef -tefibyeewd Me* tyjp«. oamsed 30 letter# te tfe* inch. 


0a special rawest type similar 4# f&L# my .be fmad oa ottwsr mks# of type¬ 
writers. •' •■'>' y . '• ■■ • . : V.. 

Spmaimns Q&5 warn igrlgimlly t®. t^t '-ebcratory, 

for exmlmileyi % l&r* f» 1* ibrseXey* Sheriff of Bowl© CcsuRty, temrtem* 
Te*»» -with e letter dated SmmpAmt 19 , l$4&* - spm^mm ^Z? sad <3 mm 
etSm'm^m^ht ©fitted t# tfe# l©bcr©4ftry by. is?# If* 1*. Breeley Tilth © ‘ “■. 


as' the sboKe-Xlstsd mterSal 


*ri ' searched through 
C sr fsSeatjtflccilca* 


; ; M rofmeted tottae ien«« titHsm W 
end. <<39 sre rotors^ %e #e Palles ■ af f iot tdth 
^40. throng 441 ere boitsg Xopw»4&d to the Lit 
this jwperi.' /. - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Date recorded: 6-2CH7 .2 jOO £M"‘ 
Single Fingerprint Report 


Case . RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

ELMER EDWARD FEAG3NS - VICTCM 
EXTORTION 


Number: 62-80864-108 r 


Specimens: 1 Palm prints of CLARK BROWN, sub nit ted for elimination purposes 
in comparison with the unidentified latents in case entitled, 11 (UNSUB; BETTY JOE 
BOOKER; JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS,* MURDER, 4-14-46, TEXARKANA, TEXAS; POLICE 
COOPERATION,” as well as with the unidentified latents in the case of ’’VIRGIL 
STARKS, May 3, 1946 at Texarkana, Ark«” 

Fingerprints and palm prints of the following individuals, 
submitted far comparison with the unidentified latents in the BETTY JOE BOOKER, 
JAME5PAUL MARTIN, VIRGIL STARES MURDER CASES. fa • 

BESSIE BROWN (elim.) 1 FLOID^KILCREASE (suspect) 

, ETHEL KILCREASE (glim) OSCAR BIRD BROWN(suspect) 

NOAH KILCREASE(elim) 

Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 

Date received: 6-19-^47 amb 

Date of reference communication: 6-12-47 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 


Examination by: Kcbyak 


CC: Little Rock 






4 




-7/737 ? f 







STANDARD FORM NO. 64 * * "W?'' 

Q J J> 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


to : Director, FBI date: June 12, 1947 

Attn: Single Fingerprint Section 
from : SAC, Dallas 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT} 

ELMER EDWAR#FEAGINS - VICTIM} x ~ , 

'EXTORTION‘D'" X 


Enclosed herewith are fingerprints and palmprints of the 
following named individuals: BESSIE BROWN, OSCAR BYRD 
BROWN, ETHEL KILCREASE, NOLA KILCREASE, and FLOYD D. 
KILCREASE. Enclosed also are the palmprints of Mr. CLARK 
BROWN* 

It is requested that the palmprints be compared with the 
unidentified latent palmprint developed on Q39, as set forth 
in your letter dated May 28,' 1947* in the casementitled 
"UNKNOWN SUBJECT} BETTI JQEJSBOOKERj JAMES PAU^/MARTIN - 
VICTIMS} MURDER, APRIL 14, 1946, TEXARKANA, TEXAS} POLICE 
COOPERATION." It is also requested that the palmprints 
submitted be compared with the^pnidentified latent palm- 
print in the murder of VIRGIl|J>TARKS, May 3, 1946, at 
Texarkana, Arkansas. Itis also requested that the finger¬ 
prints submitted be compared with the unidentified latent - * 
prints in the BETTY JOE BOQKER-JAMES PAUL MARTIN murder case 
at Texarkana, Texas* 


It is requested that both the Little Rock and Dallas Divisions 
be advised of the results of this examination. 

WDP-mjh . ,, 

9-616 

Enclosures 

AMSD - Registered 

/ 

yCC - Little Rock 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUL .CE 





TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: 

suwt worn mums& mix Mm warns* immmwm 'wmns ecash 
iwo Mm six ©ass a auk usTBD w-uacmxm sumtsss mm m®mmm ®mm% 




aasx 


6%*mm 

OOt m MBi© cU&ty 

m : K1L 

■m w&m 
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COPIES DESTROYED 
11 NOV 16 1964 


. Mr. ToIson 
Mr. E. a. Tamm 
Kir. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd ' 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Egan 


Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. 

Jfr- . 

Mr. P^enhf 
Mr. ®mri 
Mr. Nease 


rturmi buheau or invests 
mimw of iusi 

m 



A huh 
\ct 


TIC 


I G 184? 

SENT VIA TP1F.TWE 







i*. of tuyfd'f. 

:tiS«TKWS SfOTISS 

JUN tG WO! 


:i a ' v '$?%~‘Tte 33 i n.. 


Sat*. CtiavSfs. 





• I 

*! 82 ** Qulsaa . , j 

Mr. Neoso.. f 


2£2ea Gassdy.. 


FBI DALLAS 
^DIRECTOR 


6-16-47 


2-40PM 




DIRECTOR URGENT r Kl 

o — v 

UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS , VICTIM, EXTORTION. 

REURTEL JUNE THIRTEEN. RECORDS OF UNDERWOOD AGENT, TEXARKANA 

wmmm examined and reflect info on all models listed urtel except 

MODELS K DASH TWO AND SIX DASH A. UNDERWOOD AGENT RECALLS THAT AT ONE 
TIME K SERIES WAS MANUFACTURED IN MODEL FIVE TYPEWRITER, BUT HAS NEVER 


HEARD OF MODELS K 


DASH TWO OR SIX 


DASH A, IN TWENTY SEVEN 


YEARS OF HANDLING UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITERS. UNDERWOOD AGENT IS OF OPINION 
THAT MODEL K DASH TWO IS A SERIES MANUFACTURED UNDER MODEL FIVE, SAME 
AS THREE DASH ELEVEN THROUGH THREE DASH TWENTY SIX ARE PARTICULAR 
SERIES MANUFACTURED UNDER MODEL FIVE-. FURNISH OTHER IDENTIFYING 


DATA RE MODELS K 


DASH TWO AND SIX DASH A, AND IF POSSIBLE FURNISH 


INCLUSIVE SERIAL NUMBERS UNDERWOOD MODELS K DASH TWO AND SIX DASH A 


WERE PRODUCED* ADVISE BY 


WYLY 


443PM OK FBI WASH DC CCW 


RETURN TELETYPE. 


its*** M- 
01-40 'h/Zx 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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/ kmiNO. l! ■■/. ‘ ;.-•; ;• •'■* * v.V‘ • ?v 

|VFH1S CASE ORIGINATED AT XHTEE ROCK j ARKANSAS ' 


I. REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE , i r V PERIOD FOR 
i. & WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


OHKNOWN SI 

mm mm 


IGINS - VICTIM 


, , * 4 CHARACTER OF CASE 


EEKRTIOII 


6-12-47 Iff, 9,&10-47 ; W. DEWEY PKESIEY 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 




I. V 


FBI laboratory concluded that extortion letter* to A 
victim FEAGINS were written on same typewriter as 
firat^letter to CIARJ&ffikWN, stepfather of BETTY v r 

JQM ^QKER wfao was oneW the victims of 4 murders 
atTexarkana, Texas, on 3-24-46 and 4~14~4£« BROW 
has received 4 letters from 12-17-46 to 5^2-47 
which are being set forth* First letter to victim - ■ --X- 
FEAGINS requested that he bring his oldest daughter 
with him to the proposed "pay-off spot** This 
location was only approximately 200 yards from where 
car victim BOOKER using was found abandoned* Two 
Underwood typewriters known to have been used in 
preparing 5 of 6 notes to BROWN and FEAGINS* Bhderwood 
agent is records, Texarkana, Texas, being examined* 

Third letter to BROWN being subodtted to FBI Laboratory* 


V -5 


REFERENCE; ' Report of Special Agent W* DEWEY PRESDBY, Dallas, : •/ 

' . 5~12-47» • ... V\- : y' . y •;..,7y'.;':,'- .y 

DETAILS: / ; y 'y. ' ' . - -V' 

For the igifornation of the Littie, Rock Division and the Bureau, 
the bodies of RieHAHD iD^RIFFIN and FOIL! iUnpDQSB were found on a.-dirty _ 
road approximately 100’ yards •• off Highway 67 to the south, Just outside of the 
Texarkana, Texas, city limits on Sunday morning, March 24, 1946* Both victims 
were in the back seat of the car owned by GRIFFIN, and both had bgen shot 
Onc a through' the base Of the skull* No medical examination was made of the 
■ boSiSWvof the victims, and it is not definitely known whother POLLY ANN MOORE 
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found on the morning of April 14*. 1946, at approximately 6:30 AM near Spring ; 
Lake Park north of Texarkana, Texas* The victim’s car was found approximately 
lj miles southeast of his body*-vThe body of BETTY JOE BOOKER was discovered \ 
at approximately 1]LO0 AM on the same date in a wooded area southwest of the 
body of JAMES PAUIMrTIN* BETTY JOE BOOKER had been shot twice? once through 
the left side of the nose and the other through the left fifth rib* PAUL « 
MARTIN had been shot four times? once through the nose to the left of the 
nasal arch, another bullet through the left level of the fourth rib, a third 
bullet wound in the right hand, and the fourth bullet in the right part of his 
head to the right of the middle^line level of the upper portion of the ear, ' 

A *32 automatic was again used, and the gun is identical with the gun used in 
the first double murder* BETTY JOE BOOKER had definitely been assaulted* 

These cases remain unsolved* I ^ 


At approximately 9*15 PM on May 3, 1946, VIRGI|^STARKS, a 
farmer and special deputy sheriff of Miller County, Arkansas, residing approxi¬ 
mately 9i miles north of Texarkana, Arkansas, was killed instantly while 
sitting in his home, Mrs* STARKS was in the other room and as she entered the 
room and started to telephone for help, she was shot twice* One bullet passed 
through her nose and the other bullet lodged under her tongue* The gun used 
was a *22 caliber similar to a Colt Woodsman pistol* This case is also unsolved* 

The stepfather of BETTY JOE BOOKER is CLARK BROWN, an employee . 
of the Gifford-Hill Company, Texarkana, Texas, and who formerly resided In the 
Sussex Downs Addition of Texarkana, Texas, until approximately October of 1946, 
at which time he moved to 1417 Locust Street, Texarkana, Arkansas* Since 
December, 1946, BROWN has received the following letters: 


1st Letter *• Postmarked: 


Addressed to: 


Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas 
December 17, 1946 
At 4:30 PM 

Mr* Clark Brown 
1417 Locust St 
City 


»MH. BROWN: 


THIS IS ADDRESSED TO YOU PERSON ALLY AND IS ONLY TO HELP 
YOU AND MRS* BROWN. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS CONFIDENTIAL 
AND IF YOU DO NOT CARE FOR IT BURN IT UP IMMEDIATELY* CANNOT 
COME TO EITHER QF YOU. PERSONALLY. THIS CAR NUMBER AND PARTIES 
WAS SEEN BY YOUNG. GIRL WHO DOES NOT AND WILL NOT COME TO YOU 


— 2 ** 
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«GN ACCOUNT OP FEAE AMD FOR HER SAKE IF NOT USB) PLEASE BORN* 
INFORMATION WAS GIVEN TO BOTH LAWS HIRE AND ANOTHER AUTHORITY 
. : ;>•; SO BE CAREFUL AND FOR YOOR BENEFIT AND SUCCESS IN THIS USE , 

' • *; HIGHER AUTHORITIES. ■ LICESENE ARK 85-399 B. JONES, KYLE MAIN . . 

ONE CAR USED TO DELIVER GUN FURNISHED BY SON OF LAW ACROSS 
FROM WEST OF ORPHANS HOME AND THAT IS WHY PROTECTED . KEEP 
THIS INFORMATION CLOSE AND SORRY CANNOT SIGN AND SEE YOU 
PIEASE BURN IF OF NO VALUE BOT IT IS IF YOU ONLY KNEW IT. 

BE CAREFUL AND IF USED TRY HIGHER AUTHORITIES AND PIEASE DO ~ 

NOT QUESTION THIS AT ALL. THIS IS ONLY GIVEN FOR YOUR SAKES 

• AND NOTHING WANTED CR ASKED ONLY SUCCESS IF USED. MANY 
KIND THOUGHTS FOR BOTH OF YOU AND USE CONFIDENTIAL* 

’ * * * * 

2 nd Letter - Postmarked: Texarkana, Arkansas-Texae 

•' ■ ' January 3, 1947 

At 6:00 PM ’ • 

Addressed to: Mr. Clark Brown 

1417 Locust Street 

■' " '• ■ •; ' city 

‘•AS A FOLLOW UP OF IETTER WRITTEN TO YOU SftME FEW BAYS AGO. 

THE CAR LICENSE NUMBER GIVEN YOU WAS RIGHT AND THIS CAR HAS 
RECENTLY BEEN SOLD ALSO ASK HOW COME FBI Tt CHECK BLOSK AT 
MARTINDALE FARM SOME TIME AGO AND WHO WITHIN THIS WAS RELATED 
IN A MANNER TO THESE PEOPLE AT FARM./ ALSO HOW WAS GUN r 
TRANSFERRED TO NOT BE IN JUST ONE HAND" AND IS STILL KEPT 
GOING FROM LICENSE NO. OWNER TO YOUNGER BROTHER? SON OF LAW 
. MX)KE , S KYLES KESTERSONS AND IF OWNER OF CAR HAD ARGUMENT 
: l/: WITH VIRGIL STARKS JUST ONE OR TWO HOURS BEFORE HIS DEATH. 

- -ALSO HIGHER AUTHORITIES THAN THESE HERE WOUID BE THE ONES 
:• FOR YOU TO GO FOR HELP. ALSO BOTH IETTERS HAYE BEEN WRITTEN 
BECAUSE WAS TOLD YOU HAD INFLUENCE WITH RIGHT AUTHORITIES 
... V AND PIEASE IF NOT USED WOULD YOU BE KIND ENOUGH TO BURN WHEN 

• READ LICENSE NUMBER REMINDER 85-399, ARKANSAS.* 

' ; \ '' - 

. 3rd Letter — Postmarked: Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas " • 

March 21, 1947 ;"?> 

f At 5*3® PM **V 
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Addressed to: Mr* Clark Brown 
■ : , ; 1417 Locust Street 

Texarkana, Arkansas ••^cVf 

"SORRY YOU DID NOT BELIEVE IN LETTERS SENT YOU LAST YEAR AS 
YOU EITHER DID NOT OR ELSE LONG TIME USING SAJffi. SEEMS.IT 
WOUID BE SO EASY BY GIVEN GOOD INFORMATION AS GIVEN. THESE 
SAME PARTIES ARE STILL MOLESTING AND IF YOU HAD OF THOUGHT , 
INFORMATION GIVEN YOU AS BENEFICIAL YOU WOUID HAVE CAUSED 
OTHER GIRLS IESS SUFFERING. BUI CANNOT BLAME YOU AND ONLY ‘ 
WISHED YOU HAD. OF COURSE IT IS BETTER TO GO FACE TO FACE, 
BUT IN THIS CASE THAT COULD NOT BE DONE AND SORRY HEARTACHE 
AS WELL AS YOURS CANNOT BE EASED. RIGHT PARTIES COULD OF 
' s RUN^TK[S DOWN. MONEY WAS NOT AND IS NOT NOW THE INTENTION 
OF THIS AND REMEMBER THESE^NAME. CLOSE TO BAPTIST ORPHAN HOlk • 
ON GARJAND.. OFFICER CL^B^Td-TH^S, BSS SON; HIS FRIENDS^HEU. 
""JONES BOYS (B&P). KYIS BOY. WHEN tMe'QR A MEMBER GET SO LOT 
DOWN AS TO COMMIT HBflSEIF TO SUCH WISH TO' GCD THAT SOMEONE 
HAD THE NERVE TO REMOVE HIM FROM DUTY. THIS IS NOT MADE UP. 
WHY IS THIS WRITTEN? WELL IF YOU ONLY GOUID OF HAD RIGHT 
PARTIES TO LOOKED INTO . THIS A BODY OF A YOUNG GRIL WHO IS 
STILL LIVING BARELY THOUGH WOUID CEASE CRYING AND HURTING. 

NOT FOR A MINUTE WOULD I APPEAL TO YOUR SYMPATHY ONLY SORRY 
YOU CANNOT USE THE INFORMATION GIVEN. PIEASE DO IF YOU CAN." 


* * * tt 


4 th Letter « Postmarked: , 


Texarkana, Arkahsae-Texas 
May 2, 1947 ! 

At 5*30 PM 


Addressed to: 


Mr. Clark Brovin 
1419 Locust St 
City 


Personal 


"SOMETIME AGO YOU WERE WRITTEN AND GIVEN VALUABLE INFORMATION 
AND NOTHING SEEMS TO' COME OF IT. THE NAiES GIVEN YOU AND 
ALL WAS CONFIDENTIAL AND DO NOT MEAN TO SORRY OR REMIND YOU. 
MET BE IF YOU TRISD TO FIND OUT THEY PLAYED INNOCEMT. JUST 
A LITTLE WHILE BACK THERE WAS A DEATH OF A GIRL AND YOU NO , 
DOUBT READ ABOUT IT THERE POSSIBLY WILL BE ANOTHER IF YOU 
HAVE; ANY INFLUENCE WOUID BE SO GLAD YOU USE IT. MAYBE YOU 
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"DID'NOT RECEIVE LETTER WILL REPEAT NAMES GO TO HIGHER OFFICIALS 
AS THESE PEOPLE ARE HELPED BY THE LAW* FIRST OFFICER AORpSS : 

FROM BAPTIST ORPHAN HOME HDIMES HIS SON CHARIES AI£ERTMX)RE 
-KINSPEOPIE, SUPPLY GUN. B. PHONES SUPPLY ANOTHER. HUKg 
*T^ONES USES CAR HIS CAR SEEN, AT* STARRS BUT HAS CHANGED IT 
. BiHDE THEM. MAN BY NAME QgfcKYLE AND^pSTERSON. DO NOT BE 
MISLEAD ABOUT ANY OF THIS?!, ALL OF THIS WAS HEARD NEAR STARKS 
ALSO BLOOD NEAR MARTINDALE FARM THE NIGHT YOUR STEP FATHER - 
KILLED THEY MET THERE LATER. NOT ALL THIS AT MURDERS BUT 
PLAYED THEIR PARTS AND ACCORDING TO ANY LAW WILL BE GUILTY DO 
. NOT BE MISLEAD. KEEP THIS CONFIDENTIAL. BURN THIS JOT NAMES * 
DOWN. JONES LIVES CLOSE TO JEFFERSON ST CR ROAD AT THE FORTY 
SECOND AND KYLE AND OTHER IN ANOTHER TOWN. PLEASE IF YOU HAVE . 

ANY INFLUENCE CARRY THIS TO HIGHER AUTHORITIES. DO NOT GIVE 
TO THESE HERE FOR THEY WILL TELL YOU NOTHING TO IT. YOU CAN 
SEE WHY CAN'T YOU. HURRY. MAYBE YOU DID NOT (ST FORMER LETTERS 
THIS WILL BE LAST WRITTEN. WISH YOU COUID DO SOMETHING AS THAT 
WILL BE MORE. SYMPATHY WITH YOU AND YOURS BY MANY BE ASSURED 
OF THAT AND ONLY TOO GLAD TO HELP TO BRING JUSTICE DON'T THINK 
FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE. KEEP. THIS CONFIDENTIAL AND MANY THANKS 
IF YOU CM DO ANYTHING ABOUT THIS.» 

All of the above four letters have been typewritten in upper 
case and all except the letter postmarked March 21, 1947, have been submitted 
to the FBI Laboratory for examination* 

- Reference is made to the report of Special Agent W. DEWEY 

PRESXEY dated May 12, 1947# at Dallas, Texas, which sets out the details of 
the two extortion letters received by victim FEAGINS, one postmarked April 29# 
1947# at 7'30 PM, and the other postmarked May 5, 1947, at 2:30 PM, both at 
Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas. These letters were also submitted to the FBI 
Laboratory for examination# 

By letter dated June 2, 1947, the FBI Laboratory advised that 
the two letters addressed to victim FEAGINS were prepared on the same machine 
as the typewriting appearing on the first letter and envelope addressed to 
Mr* CLARK BROWN* This is the letter postmarked December 17, 1946* The 
Laboratory also advised that they had concluded that the typewriting appearing 
on the letters addressed to Mr* BROWN bearing the postmarks of January 3# 1947 
and May 2, 1947# were also prepared on the same machine* This typewriting 
corresponds with the Laboratory standards of Underwood elite type, spaced 
12 letters to the inch* Type similar to this may be found on both Underwood 
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portable and standard typewriters* On special request type similar to this 
may be found on other makes of typewriters* The letter also advised that 
the typewriting on the letter to Mr* BROWN postmarked December 17, 1946, 
and the two letters to Mr* FEAGINS corresponds with the Laboratory standards 
of Underwood Pica type, spaced 10 letters to the inch* This style of type 
is usually found on various types of Underwood typewriters* On special 
request type similar to this may be found on other makes of typewriters* 

No latent prints ydf Value were developed on the letters and 
envelopes addressed to Mr* E* Ey vEAGB IS^ However, the Laboratory advised ' 
by letter dated May 28, 1947r~±ff^ecase entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT} BETTY 
JOE BOOKER} JAMES PAUL MARTIN -VICTIMS} MURDER, April 14, 1946, TEXARKANA, 
TEXAS} POLICE COOPERATION", that one latent palm print had been developed 
on the typewritten message beginning "Sometime ago you were written and given 
valuable***" which was received by Mr* CLARK BROWN with the letter postmarked 
Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas, May 2, 1947* 


All of the envelopes used in the six letters are large size 
stamped envelopes that can be purchased at the Post Office, with the exception 
of the letter postmarked December 17, 1946, to Mr. CLARK BROWN* This envelope 
appears to be a personal envelope* The paper used in writing the'messages 
appears to be regular typewriting paper 8^ inches wide, but in each instance 
a portion of the paper has been tom and only part of the sheet sent each 
time* The only exception to this is the letter to FEAGINS postmarked April 29 
1947, which appears to have been written on a scratch pad of some type, and 
the bottom of the sheet has also been tom as the other sheets* The only 
paper bearii^ any watermark is the message contained in the envelope addressed 
to BROWN postmarked March 21, 1947, and this paper bears the watermark > 
"Atlantic Bond"* This letter and this envelope have been secured from the 
Sheriff's Office, Texarkana, Texas, and are being forwarded to the FBI 
Laboratory for examination* > - ’ 

: It should be noted that none of the individuals mentioned in 

the letters to Mr* BROWN have previously been considered suspects in the 
murder cases by the local officers* It should also be noted that Mr* BROWN 
moved to the Locust Street address in October of 1946 and received his first 
letter postmarked December 17, 1946* Mr* FEAGINS moved to 3119 Locust Street 
on April 2, 1947, and received his first letter postmarked April 29, 1947# 

It should also be pointed out that the first letter to FEAGINS instructed 
him to bring his oldest daughter with him to the proposed "pay-off spot "• It 
should be noted that this location is only approximately 200 yards from where 
the car being used by victim BOOKER and MARTIN was abandoned near Spring Lake 
Park, and that it is the opinion of the investigating officers from the V 
evidence secured that the subject of the murder cases first approached victims 
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BOOKER and MARTIN in Spring Lake Park at a point only approximately 200 yards 
from the spring mentioned in the f irst extortion letfc&r to FE AGINS* According 
to Sheriff W. H. LESLEY, FEAGINS* | 1 is of a similar 

description as victims BOOKER and MOOR E. Sheriff FRE3D SY stated that from 
his personal observation, he felt that I could pass as a sister 

for either Victim BOOKER or victim MOORE* It should also be noted that the 
individuals mentioned in the letters to BROWN reside in the same general 
neighborhood as FEAGINS* 

/ - ‘ . u Jl * \ *'* , ♦ • ' * . , - 

Sheriff PRESIEY has determined that there is an individual by 
the name of BRIBE JONES, and there is A young man by the name of CHARLES WAYNE 
^HOLMES who resides at 2901 Garland Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, andThaf lie is 
the son of the Night Chief of Police at Texarkana, Arkansas* The individual 
mentioned as KESTERSON is not known* However, according to Sheriff PRESLEY, 
he believes that the individual; mentioned as IffiCRE is related to HOLMES* It 
should be noted that the word "spondulux" has been used in the first letter 
to Mr* FEAGINS, and that the writer of the letter also speaks of the "head 
of the spring N * These expressions are not frequently used* 

~ Mr* JAMES POWELL, 1420 Walnut Street, Texarkana, Texas, a 

salesman for the Louisiana Paper Company, 326 Front Street, Texarkana, Texas, 
and a personal friend of Sheriff W. H* PRESLEY, advised the writer that his 
company was the sole wholesale distributor for Atlantic Bond paper in the 
Texarkana, Texas-Arkansas territory* The paper is manufactured by the Eastern 
Manufacturing Company of Bangor, Maine* Mr* POWELL examined the paper used 
in the four letters to Mr* BROWN* He stated that the letter postmarked 
March 21, 1947# was written on Atlantic Bond paper, while the other letters 
are written on what he described as a Number 4 bond paper which contains no 
watermark and is produced by practically all of the paper companies* The 
first letter to Mr* FEAGINS is written on what he described as a cheap memo 
pad paper with a gum label at the top* The second letter to Mr* FEAGINS which 
bore the postmark May 5, 1947# is written also bn the Number 4 bond paper and 
bears no watermark* According to POWELL, the majority of all firms in 
Texarkana, Texas, would use Atlantic Bond paper and also have available for 
usea Number 4 bond paper* Both are used for letterheads* This should be 
particularly noted since a portion of each sheet has been torn off* The 
memo pad paper used in the first letter to FEAGINS, according to PCFAELL, is 
made from pure wood pulp and has no rag content* POWELL stated that it wauld 
nearly be impossible to identify the business firms using the paper in > 
question inasmuch as it is a common grade of paper used by all places of . v 
business* ■ 

Mr* ADD ATKINS, 2617 State Line Street, owner and operatoppof 
the Ragland Office Equipment Company, 218 Main Street, Texarkana, Texsff^and 
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a life-long friend of Sheriff W. H* PRESIET furnished the following information. 
He has been in the typewriter and stationery business in Texarkana, Texas, and 
Arkansas, for a period of 27 years. He.has been the Underwood representative 
for 16 counties in Texas and Arkansas in the vicinity of Texarkana for the 
same period* He has a record of all sales of new standard and portable 
Ifaderwood typewriters in his office since July, 1923, for the 16 county area* 
This record shows the model, serial number, type, and to idiom sold and the 
date of sale* He also has a record of all used typewriter sales by his firm 
since 1933* The same information is available for the used typewriters as 
for the new typewriters* The firm h%s the record of the repairs of all type¬ 
writers during 1946 and 1947* The records prior to that date for repairs, have 
been d estroyed. Mr. ATKINS made these records available for the writer and 
Special Agent DAIE 0. SIMPSON and Special Agent HORACE S* HAHEETT of the Little 
Bock Division for examination* A numerical and alphabetical index of the sales 
of typewriters to residents of Texarkana, Texas, is being coiqpiled to determine 
those individuals or business firms having one or more Underwood typewriters* ; . 
The possibility is not being overlooked that the individual may have had a 
typewriter at his residence and another at his place of business* ATKINS 
volunteered the information that the Texarkana Junior College had leased 
approximately 30 used Underwood typewriters from his firm approximately two 
years ago* He stated that the Junior College desired to purchase 30 new 
typewriters tb be used in their Veterans' Training Program; however, he was 
unable to locate the new typewriters and made arrangements for the lease of the 
30 used typewriters, all Models 5 and 6 Underwoods with both pica and elite 
type* These typewriters are owned by the Ragland Office Equipment Company 
and are being leased to the Texarkana Junior College. It is his duty to make 
repairs and inspection of these typewriters, and he will arrange to mate an 
inspection and secure specimens from each of the typewriters* ATKINS is 
thoroughly familiar with all of the business firms, using Underwood typewriters 
and stated that after the records had been, examined that he would be happy to 
assist the Agents in reviewing them to determine whether or not all of the 
typewriters had been noted* He also advised that in each business institution ; 
he has at least one intimate friend who would readily assist him in obtaining 
specimens from any Underwood typewriter used by the firm* He.stated that there 
would be only approximately 15 to 30 firms using both an Underwood pica and _ . 
an Underwood elite typewriter, and that his records would set forth this 
information* ATKINS was of an opinion from his examination of the typing 
that the material had been typed on an Underwood typewriter of either Model 5 
or Model 6 which was built prior to 1935* Mr* ATKINS also corroborated the 
information furnished by Mr* POWELL as to the paper in question* 

Mr* ROBERT 0. ESTES, Resident Post Office Inspector, Texarkana, 
Arkansas—Texas, Post Office, stated that he would make arrangements tb have a 
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survey conducted on June Uj 1947* to determine the number of incoming 
typewritten letters addressed in all-caps* In the event it is necessary 
for Agents of the Bureau to personally observe all incoming mail, permission 
would have to be secured from the St* Louis Post Office Inspector’s Office, 
according to ESTES* The request for this permission is being withhold until 
the results of the. survey are known* 


[ 


A complete re-interview of victim FEAGINS and|_ 

~| and an interview of FLOYD KHDEEASE and his wife, ETHEL 
KIICEEASE, is being reported by the Little Rock Division* 

The Laboratory is also being*requested by teletype dated 
June 11, 1947* to furnish the models of the Underwood typewriters used since 
it would assist in the elimination of all but a particular series if this' 
information could be furnished* - 

The names of the various retail firms handling Atlantic Brad 
paper in Texarkana, Texas, and Texarkana,, Arkansas, are not being set forth 
at this time* " -v ■ 


b6 

b7C 


PENDING 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE DALLAS DIVISION • ■ 

At Texark ana. Texas t ; 

. - - Will continue and report the results of the 

of the rocorda of the Ragland Office Equipment 

.. _ Will secure the specimens of the typewriters at 

>the Texarkana Junior College from Mr* ATKINS* 

l lan >h! i j 3 vr p 0 r t w* results of the Laboratory examine 
tion of the letter to Mr* BROWN postmarked March 21 , 1947 , 

maintain contact with Postal Inspector ESTES 
to determine the results of his survey. 

THE I3TTIJ2 BOCK DIVISION 

At Texark-a na, Arkansas 1 

Mt . rontimr identify ^ forties named in the letters to 
Mr. BROWN and secure con^jlete background information. 
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SEVEN THREE. UNDERWOOD AGENT, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, HAS COMPLETE 
RECORD OF ALL NEW TYPEWRITER SALES SINCE NINETEEN TWENTYTHREE 
AND USED SALES SIN^CE NINETEEN THIRTYTHREE. WOULD ASSIST IN 
ELIMINATION OF PARTICULAR MODELS OF UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITERS IF 


^FBI LABORATORY COULD 


IDENTIFY TYPEWRITERS USED IN PREPARING 
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REPORT 
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LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


SAC, Little Sasic 


Jw» 34, 1947\ 


There fallows the 'report of the IRE Laboratory ee the axa*infcti«af^«f " i f 
evidence received froe your office on Jon* 1947* iSaii report ocnfiziiS djtt ■ 
supplement8 the Bureau’s teletype t© the Little Lock and Ik&las Offioea dated 
Jane 21, 1947* (\ 

vfcCifV’ 


- \ . </ 

John Edgar Hoover, Director 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT 
ELMEF EMA.*.lPfMGXK S - 
EXionnai 

Examination requested by: 


VICTIM 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 


9-320 

62-80364 — / 
D-6S110 Of 


Little Seek 

Examination requested: 


Specimens: 


Letter dated dune 18, 1947 


Document 


. ToIson_ 

. E. A. Timm 

. Clegg_‘ 

• Glavin 
. Ladd 
. Nichol s 

. Rosen_ 

. Tracy_ 

. Carson_ 

. Egan__ 

. Gurnea_ 

. Harbo • 

. Hendo n 
. Pennington 
. Quinn Tamm 

. Nease_‘ 

Miss Gandy_. 


Kc43 Ptirpccrted known typewriting appearing on enlarged jfcotc^rapih© and 
negatives of an envelope addressed to ‘dr* J* L* Kyatt, postmarked 
June 16, 1947. 

RESULT Of EXAMBATIORt 

( • ; 

It ea# concluded that the typewriter used to preparer the pur¬ 
ported known typew^kBgSlated above as Kc43 was not need t© prepare 
as&r of the prevlaef^^Ml^oned typewriting examined in this case desig¬ 
nated aagj^T^C^fea Q38 through Q45. 

- CpO^ SpeMflj^n%c42 to^atained in the files of the lab oratory* 


(teined in the t 

t&ejsRoC^- zstxvssr 

JoxStcd^'l ^^0^^ 
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pRII • • 

• UNITED MMSs "GOVERNMENT 


to : Director, FBI 

v/ 

F^om : SAG, Little Rock ' 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJ.^G^ 

7 ' ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM 

i. EXTORTION 


DATE: • 6-18-47 


- 3)61114 


Attns FBI Laboratory 




ir 


Enclosed herewith areenlarged photographs and negatives of an 
envelope addressed to Mr. J. ESOYATT and bearing a postmark of June 16, 
1947. /> ' 


j It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the 

'S questioned specimens Q 25 through Q 43 previously submitted b&^the Dallas 
■ Field Division in the case entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY JOf;^OOKERj 
«K[ JAMES PAUlO^RTIN - VICTIMS, Murder, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; Uu. 

Police Cooperation, Laboratory Number D-66761 and D- 66773 ^,^ 'tiiiiliiiii'iTl 

lv\t$ The Dallas arid Little Rock Field Divisions should be advised of the 

s,V Nek results of the examinations by teletype* . 

__ / . - 5^/7/ 


^ \ d^w 

flj 

^ cos Dallas 


AMSD Registered Mail 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 6-2647 1:00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT Number: 62-80864-115 * 

ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION (Bureau Fjle 62-80864) 

Specimens: Finger prints.and palm prints of the following individuals, 
submitted for comparison with the unidentified latents in the "BETTY JOE BOOKER 
JAMES PAU L MARTEN, VIRGIL ST ARKS" cases, for elimination purposes. 


LILLY FEAGINS 


ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS. 


Examination requested by: SAC, little ^cck 
Date received: 6-26-47 anb 

Date of reference communication: 6-21-47 

Examination requested:. Fingerprint 

o 

Result of examination: Examination by: Rotyak 


CC: Dallas 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 * " * ' 

, '* . * 

Office Memorandum • united states governments 


< > 


to-4 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Little Rock 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT 


ELMER EDWAREr FEAGINS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION (Bureau file 62-80864] 


DATE: 6-21-47 


6.1. R. 


Enclosed h erewith are 
named individuals* 

EIMER EDWARD yiAGlfe 


Lnts and palmpri 
ULLY^SAGINsJ 


roll owing 

end 


3 N 


^ >8 

a 4 

3D 1 


It is requested that the palmprints be compared with the unidentified 5 
latent palmprint developed on Q 39, as set forth in ycur letter dated lay 28, 

1947, in the case entitled “UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY JOtC/BOOKER; JAMES PAUL % 

^MARTIN - VICTIMS; MURDER, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; Police Cooperation.“ 

It is also requested that the palmprints submitted be compared with, the unidenti¬ 
fied latent palmprint in the murder of VIRGIL STARKS, May 3, 1946 at Texarkana, 
Arkansas. It is also requested that the fingerprints submitted be compared with 
the unidentified latent prints in the BETTY JOE BOOKER - JAMES PAUL MARTIN murder, 
case at Texarkana, Texas. 

, It is requested that both the Little Rock and Dallas Divisions be advise^/ 
of the results of this examination. , > . / / . 

DOSl/ih .iSOOWM®'’ ' 

9-320 ^ H ,V 

cct Dallas 










STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


X- 



Director, FBI 
SAC, Little Rock 



UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWAHfr%EAGINS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


DATE: 6-16-47 



Attn t FBI Laboratory 


Enclosed herewith are samples from twenty-five Underwood typewriters 
located at the Texarkana, Texas Junior College. The serial numbers are as 
follows} 


540,841 

641,781 

1,995,193 

2,138,066 

2,329,178 

3,585,354 

3,594,728 

3,658,984 

3,744,095 

3,754,144 

3,781,744 

3,793,606 

4,036,281 


4,045,222 

4,158,068 

4,175,465 

4,241,133 

4,250,049 

4,250,267 

4,250,857 

4,250,946 

4,250,989 

4,251,752 

4,404,076 

4,406,685 




It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the 
questioned specimens Q 25 through Q 43 previously submitted by the Dallas 
Field Division in the case entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT* BETTY JOE BOOKER; JAMES 
PAUL MARTIN - Victims, Murder, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; POLICE CO¬ 
OPERATION, Laboratory Number D-66761 and D-66773, It is also requested that 
the enclosed specimens be compared with the envelope addressed to Mr, CLARK 
BROWN, 1417 LOCUST STREET TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS, postmarked March 21,- 1947, 
Texarkana, Ark, - Texas, and the letter which also is being submitted by the 
Dallas Field Division in the sane entitled case, 

r . The Dallas and Little Rock Field Divisions should be advised of 

Results of the examinations by teletype. - 

DOSl/ih • * 

9-320 

ccj: Dallas 

AKSD Registered mail 
COPY AND SPECIMENS RETAINED IN DAB- 

for lab. action and report 
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iX^r^&ljhKL BUREAU..'OF ..INVESTIGAillllil?^ 

UNITED states department of justice 


4 / 
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Laboratory Work Shee'tRecarded 6-18-47 1:00 PM anib 


Re: 





File # 

Lab. # 'm00M: Of 

62-80864 ~ j 



Examination requested by: f 0*6|§} 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: 

Result of Examination: 


Date received: $/$&/$ 


Examination by: 


CC: Little Rock 
TELETYPE 



ROBYAK 





Specimens submitted for examinetion 



*m. <m mam M3 mm • 
m i m* mb tk 


t* ifitw mfrmssm «mm tm m m mmm m******* 
..so w m <m*«§ 


s 6 -< 30 - *7 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


T 


Office Memorandum 


TO 


, FROM 


Director, FBI 
Attn: FBI Laboratory 
SAG, Dallas 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: June 12, 1947 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 6 7 910 

^ ELMER EDWAE^FEAGINS - VICTIM; 

EXTORTION 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 2, 1947* 
Laboratory #D-6676l and D-66773 CT* Enclosed herewith is an 
additional letter received by Mr. CLARKff BROWN.._ The envelope 
bears a postmark March 21, 1947, and the^ letter reads, 

'•Sorry you did not believe in letters sent...*." 







\ 


It is requested that this letter and this envelope be 
cospared with Specimens Q25 to Q43 in the case entitled 
"UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTI JOE BOOKER; JAMES PAUL MARTIN - 
VICTIMS, MURDER, APRIL 14, 1946, TEXARKANA, TEXAS; POLICE 
COOPERATION" and the case entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT; EIMER 
EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM; EXTORTION", to determine the type 
of typewriter used in preparing this letter* It is also 
requested that the envelope and the letter be processed for 
latent prints. It should be noted, however, that the letter 
has been handled by members of the Bowie County Sheriff's 
Office* In the event latent prints are developed, elimination 
prints will be secured and forwarded* 



It is also requested that the Dallas and Little Rock Offices 
be advised as to the type of paper used and if the Laboratory 
can determine from the watermark in this paper the date that 
it could have been made* It is requested that both Little 
Rock and Dallas be advised by teletype of the results of this 
examination* 
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REPORT ^ 
of the 


4*A 


LABORATORY 


i 


$<L* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


To: 


RAC, Little Reek 


July 3 , 1947 


There follows the report of fee FBI laboratory on the exaaimtle* of 
evidence received fro* the Little Rock Office on June 27, 30 and July 1, 
and fro* the Dallas Office on June 28, and July 1, 1947. This report 


and sapplaaents the Btoea»'« wires of Ju m 28, Jam- 30, and July 1, I$4!f* 



JTZ 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


Re: ■; 

0KKR3WM SUBJECT} 

w.Mm Bmarmcsa® - vxcnii 

SXTDSTIOM 

Examination requested by: 

Little Reek and Balias 


o° 




n\' 


YOUR FILE NO. 

FBI FILE NO. 

lab.9w3®0 
62-80864 -118 
£-66385 


K<. 


Reference: 



,D-4a473,B-6i41 

i. ■ 

rtoRdMttle Book: 1 on Juno 25, .3 eft Jus* &6, 1 on JuhiJP? and 2 on 
June 29j letter* free Ballet: 1 on June 25 and 1 on June 29, 1947* 

Specimens: 0001*10^ 


#D-68391, eubeitted toy Little Heck with a letter dated Jew 25, 

844 One sheet of white paper containing typewriting beginning "Lov’e Cake 
Recipe —Anonymous* furnished by 5L01B KILCRI1SS. 

#£>-68335, submitted fey Little Hock with a letter dated June 26, 1947. 

Samples of three'Bndsrwood typewriters located at the St. Lotd a-Southwestern 
Railway Company, Tamrkttm, Tama, the Serial nuabers are as follows* . 

. K45 3,668,365-5 

846 643,028-6 

847 782,267-14 

#B-68383, subwit ted, by Little Hock with a letter dieted June 26, 1947. 

Samples of five Baderwood typewriters located at the St. Loeie-Southweatern 
Railway Company, Texarkana, Texas, the Serial numbers are as follows: 



- REGISTERED AXE MAIL - SPECIAL DSimia 
- BEQISmED AIR RAIL 1&LX&3X 






Continaed on next page 












Tex June 1% Iff?®.' JhMrceced to BeeaeB. B*tis It Cmpany P. 0. Bcapt- 
165. 8L>-8i>- Xsmr %« Tort) iorth, Texas. - 
fe54 One negative of' typewriting ©a envelope addressed to 00. 

• J&B? A:x* a . ■ • ■■ • 

Ko55 negative of envelope 'addressed to “Ifir* M01&** S* 1* 

.•■■.■■■■- mmmz mwmrxm*. 

Ic56 oao tm&bim «f typewrit yjg ea envelop# addressed to ALtfS 4 S3f 

.ESTATE CAIPIM, M.*. • ' 

Kc57 'One negatire of typewriting on tsnvolope addressed to "ti&Kff MSMAMXW. 

■ m, vtmu. f nxk&iK 

Kc58 One negative «f typewriting an envelop* addressed to *111®. UtA SMITH 

c/ft com BtBQ, .1U3KK&, IHFJLSSAS.*. 

Tc 99 C*w negative of typewriting on envelops addressed to %r.'Aodroi f . 

• JSrwla, Washington Touree Uotol, Sbrevapeirt* Is*. - "•' 

Kc60 One negative of type;w&U»g on eaveLope addressed to *M&* S3gp&£ 

amsek 3 qh, oscmu., immskw* ^'..... 

KcSi Cae negative of tyiessriblisg m eavalope addressed to “TIH *&$£& TIPS 
COKHMIX P.Q. BOX 55 AUSTIN 1,. TEXAS*. 

K062 One negative of typewriting on envelope addressed to •%(££. -6X8 HAIPE 


■ <y« mmk&hi Bom xt dohubb,. ak.*« -. • • . 

Xc63 One negative of typewriting on envelope addressed to *MK. ASB MSS. 


V. MeGAFFEEx 1539 AmAh STHEAT BSRfSS f>» COLOFAIO*. ■ 

One negative of typewitlrv: on «nr«lc®e addressed to HSM tASf FLIGHT, 
ISO. P.O. BOX 272'JK»JOK UtlU B3CX, A&IAMSAS*. 

Oao negative of typewriting on envelope addressed to *C. 0. HACAIt P.0. 
gOX Iga gMSBBM> TEXAS*. 

One negative of typewriting on envelope addressed to *fX33Jti»fc IMDUSTRUSS 


. mm One negative of typewriting 1 . 1 , envelope addressed to "f, 0 OH&lfCE HIM 

• aasrax m* * m»m imM, toas*. 

■ K 069 One negative of typewriting on envelope adtemsad to *lASf THAO 1I0TQ8 

: mxmt uses 115 sou ssssar ft «oot mu*. 

#£-68434;# eufaeitted % Dallas with a letter .dated dune 25# 1947* 

046 One white envelope hearing address baadjariabed in pencil "Captain 

QenaaUua e/e Texas Police Statio^ T wwarta W fi # Texas Itueonal*# pert- 
narked *T3Ua RSAIt\, Am - TEX MI 31946 %4#+ ' ’ . 

047 Aoooapaaylsg letter iiandprlnted in peodll on a sheet of ruled tablet 
paper beginning "Heeee born as soon as read .......A 

^ A. piece of thin white paper containing letter typewritten beginning 

'•Texarkana Toms- May 6, 1947 Mr. Maxwell Welsh Diet. Atty. BBl Co. 
Beaton Texas Friend Another thing that I have found aad 

signed «G. B.*« . . 

^UM 2 

|»^m#I>-^385#I^^3#B^384,l^a«14#I>^73,B^74,5>^8514, «md B-68515 CT 


' ; 















one 1mm oblte einrolope bearing %ys*xtitbm adiree* “Cii*. E.- T. 
(Oagaaallaua C/o Texas Fbllc* Stutioa fexarkaaa, Tweaa. JOrecfcal", 

peamaxtod •Tmiaytm, am - m 4® 341946 ■.■-.■■ 

AcccaifKtylflg letter typ«r*ritt«R on a mall sheet of jwtaboofc paper ■ 
bag&ttisg *C«ffc» Ga*w*LUttSi Son* tine- age yen* mere written... — .", 
tb* felleeing dnamlfeed typeurlter* are located at the Cotton 0©H 
IX. Xreigfet Office, IVsBarkana, Tcxaei . 

On© ikeet of obit# joeer containing kmm typewritten spedame flow 
a- H^aadtard- {todemeed typewri ter Model % - Serial #3,563,9^. 

containing know* typewritten ejednea* fima 

a 




tfndareeod 1*p««rit*r, Modal 5, Serial 




W.■• 


■Cf t'l MtL3^ 

H» . '•'4'.ifri 




iter* Modal f # 

K3 

C01 

EOH 



nt nifct ; .. :.>jf 


v*XOw 




■'.I W»-f * **»>*^^^ 

Ji1 %1’S *1 TiIlQH 

TgMy ivr OMf^ 

_ *7< t 

I r *■ ">% 


wwi li ew. 


ITS ' Oa© sheet of thlajdaite paper •< 


K79 One sheet of thin shit© paper contalalag town typewritten .^ poala w a i 


>'# ».•, ,<■« 

meSSfo 




I&48473, subalttod by Little Hock eitfe. 0 lot tar da tod Jon* 27, ■ 1947. 

■ Stadia* tpkea fm Underwood typewriter* located at the Miaaoarl»B»ttific 
Baileegr Cenpaoy, Texarkana,' Arkansas, Serial' sraafesr#' axo aa fcllo*s» 

■ SS© XL4®m* .' : , -7 .•. • < 

m 4,59 Mgx .; - ; ., ■■" : > , .• ■ 


■ TO l»4i^S6l • * ' • ' 

; wu 4Jm t 2te 

m mm&H& 

■ • 3©»$&o takes fro* m Buisrwsod. typewriter located at the toppers Cwpangr, 

A3PsiiuiE9^ SwfSiyL buhm^t at fwjLflHftft’..* 

#Ch 6S474, aubolttod tgr Balia* i&th a lot tor datoi ^u» 28,. 1947...-. ; 

901 Coo onarolopo *itk pootaaulc tom off bearing baodari ttan address - 
•'Captain M. Oaoaallang c/o Texas Bailee Statlso, {Ely**. 

■ ■' Q02 ' AoooB^argriac baadaritton letter beginatagi "Bear Capte-lia. A* aeon 
. peoplo ..isw*# 1 ** -. . .„.- .' 

,. ; '003 Seoend pa@* of' baodkrltten letter beginslnet • "Mm 85-399 Astsnaae -' 

mm; TC T 

WpH .#***♦•'■ 

^8m,&4^*1>4«|#^l^3a4 # Ma434»l^ and #4851$ 


























0&48$U t subeitted W tittle Book witha letter dated Jmm 29* 1947.' . 

Map aegstlVM tmtmSXtiXB, porported known typewriting ** follswas 
- (leer latter stated 6 exposures, howaver, «a dwaXssdns; the fH* peck 
■ only five exposed mgatives preaant. Jfcgaiive* 6 and 7 tms^ssid, nags- ' . 
tire 8 eoakpleteXy black). . •'Vi’'.?' •■' 

- Kc87 Ik# negatives of typewriting on envelops addressed to SBttRT 

»® m tsvimm mmmm mmmx, mm mm- 

. jsb m&sii ,-v. 

Kc88 Os* negativ* of typewriting cn envelope addreased to ^IfeRKESDH K801* It 
.'v.-dOSSF. COIF, . 4^38 

. Sc89 One negatipja of typewriting on envelope addreassd to "Jin* 1. o« INI 

■ - Kc90 Gas negative of typewriting on envelope addreeaed to *FIBS? MSXOMIL • 
BHtt'SttXJUk 

#D~68515, eutxaitted fcgr Little Book with a letter dated Jam 29, 1947* 

191 Four Sheets of paper bearing known typewriting epecisena taken free « 
Standard ftadenroed lypawriter, Serial number 4,111,827. 
ioeMMioB of Q27, Q28, 93T and Q39. 

It was coneiwdad that mm of the k Been add'purported knew® ' 
typewiteere listed above a* 144 throug}a l91 wire aaad to prepare the 
praviouady. exaainwd typearlting in this cam designated aa Q25 throng 
Q26 and 038 through 445* 

is * nailer of farther interest' the typewlting oa- 
listed shove- m 048 through Q50 mm caoparad with the known typewritten • 

'. ajsciaaao .144 thr<n*gh 171* 4* « ripOtt of this cosaparlasn it wa» conclu¬ 
ded that none of the know typewriter*, 144 through X91, mam used to ' pro-' 
pro. the typewriting en 048 through Q5G, except a positive eorsciusion mm . 
not reached as to whether the typewriter £1958943 free the Cotton Belt lard 
Office, designated aa 151 was need to prepare speoinea 948, because these 
ware net sufficient significant cmparsble letter* to petadt a definite . 
coaeLuaioo. If * farther exa&inaticn la desired between apeclaen Q48 and ■ 
the typewriting' taken frw the typewriter H95&943, 151, ■ it is soggested 
- that additional epecianna he ©btained^froaa this typewriter for farther can- 
parisen. These apwolsaoe should he typed in both upper and lower ome let¬ 
ters. / ' • • '. 

Am repeated, an exawination was' aade of the typewritten apeclawe 
obtained fit» iloyd increase. Hated above 'aa 144,- to datenainc fche style 
of type- appearing thwrwon. ,A«rm result of this examination it mas concle- • 
ded that epaolawm £44 eaa prepared on a typewriter equipped with Beyal pioa 
type epaced IQ letters te the- inch. - Type sinilsr to this say be found on 
dl *H>dile of kcyal tyTaswritaars. i "■ 

4 ^ 

^B-683gi,l>^385,D-683B3,i>433a4,Ii-68a4,i:-^73,B-b«474,l>-68m and B-68S15 Cf 

Cott tim ad 0 x 1 inxt pit# 






- It wee c-oocluded tbit the typewriter used te ;pv$«re specimen 
Q48 wa# not used to prepare a*y $1. the other questioned typewritten specl- 
mens in this case. the typewriting on this specimen conforms meet dossly ; 
to the Laboratory etendard of Underwood pice tip* spaced IS letter* to' the ' 

' inch. Bifozaetloa available in the laboratory reflect# that this style of 
' type me placed on K-2 model typewriters fro* October 8, 1924 to Jebruary 
36, 1927* ' " ‘ 

A positiwe conclusion, was not reached &e to whether or not' the 
typewriter coed to proper# specimens Q49 and 00 was the typewriter need . 
to prepare specimene Q25, 026, 040 through *§43 and 045 previously examined 
ia me eaac, hmmm. tJisre wens net suffioiont capital bitters preaeut csv ■ 

049 and: 00 with si^aiflcant dharaot«ri#t±«*, to permit an adequate eeamine- 
■ Lisa. This typewriting ©oaf corns with the .Laboratory standard of Ondarwood 
.sharp face pica type • spaced ID loiters to the inch, Inf carnation available 
in tine- laboratory reflect* that this style of -type'ea# first manufactured, 

* in September 192b and was placed, on 1-2 model, standard typewriter a. Ihia 
•• stylo of type na. ooniinued on, £-2 typewriters until January 1931. 1 fur¬ 
ther chock is being wad* to see if - this stylo of type wee oontlnuod on 
other models after ibi* date. 

It was conoloded that the handprinted letter amd enveLope Hated 
above as 046 and 047 were prepared, by the same individual as Ihe jbaeu^rinted 
envelops and extortion letter designated as Ql and t^ in the east entitled 
"Dokaoim Subject, Floyd Silcreees, Victim, inctortim*. Bureau file 9-15458. 
Specimens 0 and 0 in the increase case were subedited to the Laboratory 
for examination with a letter from the Little, Soak Office dated June 27, - 
. 1947. 

A pcaitive ooocluai^ was not reached as to wisetber the handwrlt- 

- ten envelope- and letter Xisted-wfeev# as K51 through E$3 were prepared by 

- the mm person as specimens 444, <*47, or 0' and in the Mlcreaee ease,' 

• because the handwriting was' mot comparable with the handprinting. .... 

As requested, specimens 414b, 047, 049 and 050 were chemically 
' treated for the developwani of latent fingerp*ist# but. none was developed. 

Ihe baedbariting on 051 throng 03 end the handprinting on 046,- 
047 lifted above ami the hatidprintine on 0 and 02 i*f the ' lilereese ease 
were searched through the Aacrymcos Letter Hie withoei effecting'an id*riiS~ 

'' flection, agitable j^u&opw^ile copies of ihea* epeeimans. will, he added to 
thin file for future reference end caaparieon. 

spacinen 044 if a cheap white bond envelope torn off an cm side 
. which ctrigimHy wemeared a^rcudjaately L.OD** %. 3.5*. 'It condodme me 
- watermark or ether marking to Indicate It*, eource. ..'; ■ 

^HgSgf , 4jf • 

^D-68391, b-48385, D-68383,1^m,t^aa4,L^?3,M«474,L-6S5l4, end B-68513 01 

• Coutiisied cm meat page . 








SWQlMm Q4? is asheet of white ruled tablet paper with red. 
binding material at the tap. It aweawres apprcadsatsly $ by 8 iaotoee end 
certain# 18 light bias lines on both sides, each line being. approximately . 
0*375 isehsn apart- 3hls sped*an contains no watersark car other starting 
wMcfcwwald indicate its. scarce- 

' Cpeciwm Q48 ia a sheet of white onion skin paper measuring ap- , 
prc&iaately 5£ lashes by 8| laches. %ls specimen.’ certains m watermark 
Gr abber marking ehi<& wouldlndieale Its source. ' 

- Specieen Q49 is atfcreeHSeat steeped envelops tern off on one ' 
'aids-" this envelope originally neasured Sj^proxittitely $£ by 4.1 inches* 

Ibis type of envelope is purchasableat all United, States Poet Offices. 

It contains the w&terwerk "US* with *1945" running thr«Hgb the *UB*. 

Specimen 050 is a sheet of notebook.'paper the type which i# •' 
seared at the top. TMe opeciaon aeasuree approsiwetely 6f by 4*1 inches. 

It contains 22 light blue lines m both sides, each approxiMately 0.25 inches 
apart. - Specimen Q50 contains no wateraark ct other earklng which would i»r 
dicste its source. 

- Specimen Q51 is * three-cmt otaaped envelope similar to opeoiwp* 

m* ■ ; ; • • . ;• ,:• ;••;■ " , ; tf' 

. • • . ■ ' • * " 

. Specimen* 052 and <*53 are similar sfoeeiiref whit* bond j*p«F»e*s- 
uring approximately g| by U inches. 'These-, specimen* certain the watersark . 
mmmmVL MS MADE M US*,** i&psr bearing this watemerk is manufactured 
by the Haareraill Baper Coapany, 1440 East .take lead,, brie, Pennsylvania. 

' She. original spec lawns 045 through Q53, and K70 throagsl?9 are re* 
turned to the Balias Office .with copies of this report. The origWd speci- 
■ wens E44 through 152, K80 through 185 and K9X are returned to bhd^ittle Kook 
Offtoewltb copies of this, report. • ibotograpbie .copies of 045 thrush Q53 
■and: of %5l have bene retained. ' 

The refeubaltted specimens v2?,- Q28, Q3$ and Q39 are being’retained 
far argr future ocatjwrleone which may be desired ia eeeaection with tbii, case. 
The evidence, Kc53 through Kc69 and &e87 through Xc90, ia also being retained. 

At requested by the Balias Office two jteot©graphic copies of speai- 
aens Q51 through Q53 are being forwarded' to both the Bellas and little Beck 
Offices with tide report* , 


#3-68391, :0*583b5,I>4833^L , -68384,B-58a4 > -v“684?3, 


t,B-68514, and' I*-6S515 . CT 








STANDARD FORM NO. 94 


Office M£t^fl^um 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Little Rock 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDiVARTPFEAGINS - 
EXTORTION ' . 


•|iH . 

UNITED ST|§ffei|,DVERNMENT 


DATE: 6-25-47 


G 0 391 


VICTIM 


Attn; FBI Laboratory 


Reference is made to Bureau letter dated June 2, 1947, Laboratory 
Number D-66761 and^D-f>6773 CT, Enclosed herewith is a specimen of typing as 
furnished by FLOYD vuRCREASE. This typing is supposed to have been made by 
a Royal Typewriter, KILCREASE also advised that this typewriter was stolen S 
from him on December 24, 1946, This specimen reads, “LOVE CAKE RECEIPE — fa* 
Anonymous'*.. * . 

/ 

It is requested that this typewriting be ccmpared^with Specimens 
^Qg.-5'to Q43 in -the case entitle, “UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY JOJ03OOKER;: JAMES - PAUL, 
■^0[ARTW - VICTIMS, MURDER, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; Police Cooperation'* 

1 v and’the case entitled “UNKNOWN SUBJECT; ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM; EXTORTION 1 *, 
to determine the type of typewriter used in preparing this specimen and whether 
the specimen is identical with the ** Q ** specimens, ‘ /< 

/ ' I: I !( t 

f . V vplt is requested that both Dallas and Little Rock be advised of the ■' 1 

jJjgyr^su^lt^P'of this examination, . 

V'™!* * eo0 f® > A > 


/y--HSH/ih 
^ 9-320 

Enclj 

cc; Dallas 


i! in 


<HK -i 


'copy a: 


?Y A M B ^ g gOMBSS vfefflMUS EP IN T.*y *' ”» 
L&M, ACTION AM® 

da^. ' • • ' 


?Tr ip 



ski 








REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
# WASHINGTON D. C. 


SAC, Little Rock 


there follow* the report of the FBI I*i 
evidence reoetiyotsr-offi^ on June 18, : 
supplements the Itafeatt's teletype to the. Little 
June 16, 19l7« 


Jime 23, 1917 


on the 


tfeion of 
Lists end 



John Edgar Hoover, Director 


HRS - VICTIM 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 
lab. NO. 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Specimens: 


little Reek 

litter dated June 16, 191? 
Document 


Saaples free twenty-five Underwood typewriters located at the 
Junior College bearing serial numbers as follows t 


"'Texas 


510,811 

611,781 

i ,m*m 
2,138,066 
2,3*9,173 


m 1,015,222 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Taimfr. 

Mr. Glegg___ 

Mr ./Glav i n_ 

Mr/ Udd ] 

Mr. j/lchols i 


Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr. Carso n ._. 

Mr. Ega a^-**^ 

Mr. Gurnea__| 

Mr. Harbo j 

Mr. Hendo n 3 

Mr. PenningYol 
Mr. Quinn TtoiR 
Mr. Nease i ' 
Mlss/Garely|i 


sfcr/oN] 
° 101 
y ml 


Jr^ARTHttO 


m kamk6$ ■. 

K3l 1,211,133 

i36 M&sg 
*37 1,250,837 ^ 

K3S 1,256,916 , 
*39 

*n 1,101,074, \ 

Ret 1,106,6# t 
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Rasult of Examinations . 

It- was conducted that the typewriters used t© prepare theevldense 
listed above as K18 through Sli2 were not used to prepare the questioned type¬ 
writing in this cane designated as Q25 through Q28 and Q38 through Qk$. 


For your inforeatiem, sine® the typewriting in the above-entitled 
case has been identified with the typewriting In the case entitled "Unknown 
Subject, Betty Joe Bookerj Janes Bad Martin - Victie, Harder, April lh, 15^6 
Texarkana, Texas, FolStS Corporation”, these two cases have been consolidated 
into Bureau file 62-8086h. 


the original evidence, XU tfcccptl 
No•photographic copies have blim 


| # is returned to your office 


B-68020 CT 
Bags two 











REPORT 
of the 


/liS,■‘1 


LABORATORY'. 


FEDERAL^BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON : C. 


41«* 20, VW 


> Shore f ollodi f|p report of the FIX laboratory on the examination 
of e^desoa re*|&#i' tres ytoor office on . This report 

tin teletype to the.Oa^ie. eat Little Book 
deteil : :«hBae It, 3947. (\ i " 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


taraicwi suwkfflf: 

fleer MwanS^ftafin* - Viatla 


Examination requested by: 

Reference: 

Examination requested: 

Letter doted June 12, 1947 

Specimens: f T 

liemmA r Fingerprint 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FB'r'FlLE NO. 
LAB. NO. , \ 


V, 


Tolso n_ 

£. ‘A. Tamm 

Clegg_~ 

Glavl n7 
Ladd T. 

Nichols 
Rose n Mfcj 

Qurne a" 
Harbo 
Hendon 
Penning to n_ 
'Quinn Tamm 

Nease_~ 

:s.Gandy 


Q44 Knvelepe hearing following typewritten address "MR. GJAJCK BRC**I 
1417 imm mm fltliRKASi, AMAS5AS", postsarisad: •B5XARK&RA, 
ARK. TSX. K£R 21 5*30 M 1947* and hears so retara address. 

045 Accospanflsg typswrltte* letter beginnings "BCRRTIQU SID EOT 
BELIRYX I*........% and ending «PL1AS£ BO IF KS CAM.**. 

Result of Rsawinetion: 

It waa oonclsdad that the typewriting appearing os the envelone 
listed shove «e 044 was prepared as the ease typewriter as the evldenci 
previoaely axsxdssd in eoBneation with tl&a natter deeigBetedes Q27, 


cm the 


&CMMUNICATJ0N5 SECTlOWl \V:.: 

— • • It ,w»5 ooneluded that .tha typewriting 


f-— u. s. oshwtmekt or jiisri^ ~ j 


- REGISTERS© 





58 Mvm 


EX-55 


Cartissued an next page. / 










letter listed i timm as Q45 wa* f 
evidence prwYioasly examined ill 
as Q2$ # 826 and 04$ throng qa 34 


•ad on the saute typewriter as the ' 
jction with tola setter designated 


Speoiasn* 044 sad Q45 'Wife cheaically treated for the development , 
of la%e®t fingerprints b«4 gs» latente were developed. - 

■ Speciasn Q44, is a thneec-oent a tasked envelope aeaswrlng approxta|iSly 
9.55 3#aphs* by 4.25 Inches, nils type of envelop* is purahasable at-ill 
TSaitod State* Boat Offices, It contains the wsteraerk ”03* with the date 
nanning tkrowgh the *©». 

. Speciaen Q45 ie a sheet of while bend paper irregularly tom off at 
the betiow. This sheet of paper aeaeuree 5.85. inches to 8.60 inches by 
8.48 inches to 8.4® Indies tgr 8.0045 ifwhea. lie original WMwrareeeat 
before it sea tom m proMitly a sheet of paper which was approxiaatejy 
8f % 21 Inches. Specdwen oentains the wateraark "ATUHTIC BdH>* 

below e aonograa «t*. ^der'lBS. Atlantic Scad .is a nuaber "26* or *2S«. 
the last digit of thia rmajbtr |a indistinct bat the best possibilities . 
'are. set forth. Below this neater is the letter *V". Taferaation swiil- 
able -in: ’the Laboratory reflects that the vetenaerk *ATXASTIC ; 

registered by the Eastern Corporation, Bangor, Maine and ty tie! 1. f•' 
Blair Company, fftmtiasdon, fenrasylvania. The aonograa "S’* probebly 
stead* 'for Eastern Corpomticn. ’' Me infer *ati« is available in the' 
laboratory as to ths date af the aswsfacture of tills paper. War year 
inform tien the. Beetera Coarporetion has a district sales of flee in Dellas. 

.' The original evidence, 844 and 845#; .is returned to year office here- 
with. Photographic cepie* have been retained. ' 


0-47910 CT 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

this case originated at. LITTLE ROCK 9 ARKANSAS; 


REPORT MADE AT 

LITHE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

DATE WHEN MADE ' PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE - 

6-24-47- U'MlP 

REPORT MADE BY ~ £ 

* DALE 0, SIMPSON , 

4 iC'-.V* 

/- IH 

TITLE w . 

^ \ t ’■ \ 5 4 . • • 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


■*• • * ' 

..UNKNOWNSUBJ^CTj 

.* 5 -Sr/ . ■ . 



*. ■' , 

* E1SBR TOARD' FEAGBIS . 

- - victim -•’ v:* v ; 

r EXTORTION 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


•C - -:v-v * f\ ' 


' '• .. 

REFERENCE: • ••> 


• Suspects, named by FEAGINS set fort h. 

| ~ ” | un- 

lable to furnish any suspects. FLUID 
\;.KILCREASE, suspect named by FEAGINS, 
denies knowledge of extorticn notes, . 
Fingerprints and palmprints of Victim 
FEAGINS, his wife and two daughters for¬ 
warded to.Bureau* Description of FEAGINS 
set forth. Specimens from 2$ typewriters 
at Texarkana, Texas, Junior.College ex¬ 
amined by FBI laboratory with negative 
results, laboratory furnishes further 
identifying data on instant machines *., 
j laboratory advises machine used to pre¬ 
pare envelope of letter dated 3-21-47 
to CIARK BROWN, prepared'on one of instant 
machines and 1 letter of same date prepared 
on other machine* 

mi ' -V. ■ ' * 1 

Bureau file 62-80864, . 

Report ;of Special Agent W,: DEWET fRESIEY dated 
6-12^47 at Dallas, Texas* • • c '. /• ; 

Teletype from, Bureau dated 6-13-47*.. 

Teletype fr.an Bureau dated 6-14-47, : 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 




Agent 

i CHARGE 


copies OFnmis report 


1 INOV-16 1964 

2 \ Bureau 

> - Dallas (9-6, 


DO NOT WFUTE IN THESE SPACES 



RECORD'BH 


<& -• 

... 1 lai ir | ‘ 

asfv 3 b j[ 

14' J947 

■ £/ 

' ' V* ■. : '*V;_ 
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DETAILS: ' • ELpiR EDWARD FEAGINS,' victim, was interviewed' at length 

" , • cm June 7, ‘ 1947, by Special Agent W. DEWEY PRESLEY of dshe 

Dallas Division ^ Chief Deputy '.Sheriff : TILIMN ‘JOHNSON ,; Mi Her County Sheriff's 
Office, Texarkana, Arkansas j Sheriff BILL PRESLEY and Deputy Sheriff FRANK; 
RIIEY, B.wie County Sheriff 's Office, Texarkana, Texas) and Special Agent DAUB 
0* SIMPSON of the Little Rock Division* : : r :' ' : 


( m the report of Special Agent W. DEWEY PRESLEY dated 

June 12, 1947, at Dallas, Texas, ormation is set forth that was obtained 
in a previous interview •with'z.FSAGINS. In, the interview of June 7, 1947, Mr* 
FEAGINS was interrogated at length about the identity of any .persons with whom 
be has .had any trouble in the past “Several years, any domestic s trife he mi&ht.;. 
have been having, the identity of a^v^rsdns whose animosity might have been 
aroused at his place of employment) bnd. bny other Information that might,, in 
any way, have a bearing on this case. . . 

'• Mr. FEAGINS related he began working for the. Missouri- / 

Pacific Railroad on June 9, 1942, as a fireman and hostler. He became a re-' 
gular fireman in September, 1942, and haV worked^ continuously since that time. 
Since becoming a regular fireman he has worked on a switch engine in the Texar¬ 
kana freight yards, except far two or three runs on freight trains making short, 
local runs into Arkansas. At present he is working with an engineer named JIMMY 
AMSWORTHy who resides at 2321 Garland., Texarkana,- Arkansas./ 

'.r ; - Mr. FEAGINS.Explained that under company and union re 

gulatiotis seniority amounts to a great deal in holding a railroad j.ob or. in 
advancing to a better position.' , For. instanca)•: there is a practice in existence 
among, all.railroad men commonly known as "bumping.": In the event the job of. 
a man of many years seniority is. eliminated for any reason, all he need do is 
pick cm an employee with less seniority, put in a bid for his job and the* job 
.automatically goes to the bidder because of his seniority, "Bumping", according 
to Mr. FEAGINS, is a very common thing among all railroad employees... Most of 
them, he said, accept "bumping", as, part of the job and do not become offended) 
while others feel that an injustice is done them when they are compelled, tovi 
move from one job to another just because an older employee wants their job. 

.V :■ Mr., FEAGINS.furnished the following names, of railroad 

employees whom; he has "bumped" whileworking for the Missouri-Pacific,, and in¬ 
cluded is the reaction of the employee- "buWped". ' , ,,. 

OVAL MORGASON, 815 Grim,"Texarkana, Bumped him twice, both 
times more than a year ago* MORGASON was - angry at - the time. . Has had but little 
dealings witb;'hb5vb^fcb that **:.r*v- : ■ '- v y.< ■ 

.■!' i'i-% V..'^ EDGAR P0RIER) -6l3rEast; Street, Texarkana. Bumped him ' . 

two or three; times, last time more thsuti a’,year ago. Never has manifested-Any 
animosity against FEAGINS and: the two of them apparently are the best of friends. 







>■*/ V---' 




■[’A. ty y/...yy ‘ > : ' "■ vy//'-://• ^jfky':' /C. 


v/ V ■ ; ^ 
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. E*.BL SHEETS,"102 Grand >, Texarkana. Bumped him' once \ : . 

Or t^ce/ las t! time. mpre than a year . ago* SHEETS did not indicate he was 
offended .dither time, i > ,•/ ’////"/y/-y .' 


■d? 


■ • H, H. RAWSON, present address unknown* FEAGINS does, 

not,remember exactly when he bumped .RAWSON, but says it f©s within the past , 
two years. RAWSON did not - show 'any. resentment .-/.RAISON now works for the 
Missouri-Pacific from 12 midnight- fo 8;00 A.M.y >/? / y -,y. y» ••.. y-y -Ay AA 

. • ' AA';A~t U Mr. FEAGINS knew nothing of a derogatory nature regard¬ 

ing any of these individuals, and knew of no ..reason to suspect any one of them 
; of having* written the letters to him, -other than the reascn listed, above# y • 

'■-yy'. "A A y.: Mr# FEAGINS.was questioned alcng these lines, inasmuch ■ 

.as in ; the first letter received by him the words w railroader M and W rail~ 
roading tt were used,#' y-//i//y,/'V .Ar'-"'A' : '-\.A : //-/.y: 'A 


<■* ■ 


; y ■’y'/'E-.'yy Other instances of slight trouble with railroad employees 

were listed'by Mr, FEAGINS as-follows* ' ' y, 

r'V ' ' ‘ : ' ” '■ • DUFF l)./BtJMS. /'A year and. a half to twd: years ago Mr# ; 

'fEAGINS and BURNS went on.a. note, at; the. insistence, of BURNS* fora man named 
‘ TURNER, a'-friend of BURNS. BURNS had told FEAGINS that if. TURNER did not re- ; . 

. pay the $200* he was borrowing that he, BURNS, would then pay .the loan company* . 

: When TURNER defaulted' in his payments .to the loan company. FEAGINS was contacted 
. by the, company arid asked to pay;the: amount!.due. FEAGINS referred the company 
to BURNS, , who paid the note*. BURNS did hot' become particularly incensed ever 
this mat ter ‘ 'y: y.y y'' : r A -;/.y.- ' :; A:Ay'':A: 3 . f y y -y ’A.A" 

. . -Vy ; 1 ; V' ■ ' HENRI jpUBD, 1221 “Wood., Texarkana, MOP round-house foreman-.' 

y.During the railroad strike. about. one year ; ago JUDD had the task of calling per¬ 
sonnel to work to handle emergency shipments. JUDD, neglected calling FEAGINS 
>yhenit was FEAGINS turn to' work,' Instead, he called another employee. Never- 

, , the; less,' FEAGINS filed a daim for the pay he would have drawn and he was paid 
the amount; claimed. As a result/. JUDD had considerable explaining to. do. To d 
FEAGINS*' knowledge. JUDD did; not ; receive a cut -in pay or demotion, merely: was ' 

.. bothered nif.ith carrespcatjdencV cn;.the matter, Mr. FEAGINS pointed out-that JUDD. 

vy yhas'access to. •^e.writ ei ’s in the roundhouse• vy-- ; yy ;'. :y';"'' 

y y. /.V'f ‘ Mr * FEAGINS; recalled "that JGHNtollFR/'y 

, switchman^ with whcm he frequently works, uses the worn.• ,, Sp“cmdulux‘ , --oftenr— This- 
' word is used in the first letter to FEAGINS/- MILLER is approximate 3y 40 years - 

/ ■■•'■■••‘old*,A:- AA'^'AA- ',- ' .'V ; - ' ; y* ’/y''-'V '".?/■ / ■ V'y- i ,.. r ••• 

’ yAA'A i-A:A'A Mr* FEAGINS could furnish no other infdrmatidh relative 

to. railroad employees that might : tend to assist in identifying the unknown pub- - 

'•/ ’’ jecjt in" this^^. case.,.• ///y'..•• ; ^ yy. ?> • .? / ' - 'y' - ; .v 


'V-'.--‘t -3/- 
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‘ When .questioned a bcwt his-,-, pers cnal s oc^al -activities' ' 

Mr YFEAGIN$ reluctantly, related that he has,. during the past 6 months, had ; • 

affairs with two women in Texarkana*. He frequents the. Busy Bee Cafe, Texar¬ 
kana, where numbers of railroad employees .eat, drink beer and- loaf*.' ’ About 
six months ago he dated NORA. PAINE, addres? unknown*, on'two or three, occasions* 
He said he usually would meet NORA PAYNE at? the Busy. Bee, drink a few. glasses 7 
of beer with her and then would leave' with her ; . He ; : said he did not attempt to 
hide' the fact that he was associating with‘-NOTtA PAYNEi: insofar as the Other ‘ 
railroad employees were concerned* He, said he quit, ass ocia ting with NORA PAYNE 
when he found ait she was ; w no gOod* n . ‘ 


,;V-' The other woman involved was.a Mrs. SMITH, who limes on 

W» 8 th Street, Texarkaha> Texas*. She lives near the City limits; JOHN MILLER, 
who is mentioned above, introduced:PEA3INS to Mrs, .SMITH, a divorcee. FEAGINS 
dated .Mrs* SMITH two or three times about two mmths ago, or during April.,; 1947* 
JOHN MILLER .knew he was associating wifh this woman* .y«7. 

: : '. 7-^-' ' FEAGINS related tha t neither of the women ever had caused 

him any trouble whatever, . / 7; Y V . 7''7" ' 7. - • •; \7-7 - • 

1' yVv. ;7. ■ Mr. .'FEAGINS. related that an individual named RAY M-. : 

I BLEDSCK, 2217 Magnolia, operator of the Busy Bee Cafe, became indifferent 
* toward him-at’about the time FEAGINS received the first letter . He said he 
v - always had engaged BLEDSOE in conversation on. his visits to the Aisy Bee, until 
after receipt of the first letter, when BLEDSOE indicated that he did not de¬ 
sire to ccaiyerse with him. HoweverFEAGINS said BLEDSOE again became friendly 
with him around June 1, 1947, 7-. 7 /. 77/', 

. . FEAGINS,'recalled an imusual..incident involving INEZ WAIKER, 

a waitress at the Busy Bee, an individua 1 known as FRANf^UTLER and himself that: 
occurred during the latter part’' ofTMarch;, 1947, FEAGINS said he formerly lived 
at 507 E, 12 th Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, He sold this house in March and 
'got cash for it. Far pa few days he carried the, cash* amounting to more than 
$3000,00, in his billfold, ..While in the Busy Bee one day INEZ WALKER, the 
waitress, was.talking about "big money'*, haying that,home man had been in with 
a bill so large she Could, not make change; for him,-> FEAGINS then flashed three 
. $ 1000 , hills, merely opening his billfold and permitting her to look at the 
bills, INEZ MINER grabbed cne. of the bills, waved it around and yelled w look 
- what I got.” A hefty, middle-aged man sitting neraby asked to see the bill,. 

INEZ WALKER told the hefty, man that FEAGINS had .more* The hefty man asked 
FEAGINS where he lived, FEAGINS told him. The large man asked another question 
or two, the. nature- of which FEAGINS could not recall, and then remarked "dch't. 
think.I’m trying anything*** .FEAGINS never gave this incident much thought at 
the time. He said he had later,, learned that the large man’s name.was BUTLSl 
and that he formerly had operated the. Ozark Cafe,;Texarkana, Arkansas; -. He des¬ 
cribed BUTLER as 265 pounds, ,5 feet IQ inches, 50 years'Old, red-faced, and .. 
frequently: seen hanging out at ” joints'* around Texarkana. . . 7.7 .77' 7 
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V"/' .>t ,/v' ; .;. vv •• FEAGINS said he Went to the .Busy Bee, after deceiving 

the first letter, and asked INEZ WAIK5R the name of the big man who had been 
r ; 7 present when the above-described incident-occurred. INEZ WALKER replied by • 

. asking "why?”.‘. FEAGINS said he just wanted;to know. She. then 7 said his name 
•'7 was: 'BUflfiR. ■ FEAGINS 'said, that when he finished. talking with. INEZ WALKER: and ./•- • 
• walked out of the cafe he turned and looked back into the cafe. RAY" BLEDSOE,. .. 

■ ". mentioned previously, hurried osrer to talk, with INEZ WALKER, as FEAGINS left 

• FEAGINS did net .knowwhat the sublet of . their conyersaticn was* ; 


: : v /;' ■ ' Deputy Sheriff FRANK .RILEY advised that BUTLER probably 
.'vis identical with FRANK. BUTUER, formerly the operator of the v Ozark Cafe but who ' 
•• ’ i.. recently opened a ‘’joint.” known as the West. ©id. Cafe in Texarkana, Texas. Hi LEY . 

. ' knew little of B T JTIER’S'' background, stating that BUTIER, while living 'in Texar-. 

• kana, always had been associated with scme cheap cafe« '• . 

•• FEAGINS•jftiniishedL'^he ; i '.fbijorwing .naoes'-'-and add^es : ses 1 ':oi^;'''Iy••'•■ 


. individuals who'work for the Missouri-Pacific railroad in Texarkana and who .. ’ 

' ; ..' :5 .]iye': in - his neighborhood.*;.' '['VjS y/‘l .} _ . • „*.*£• 'V-.'';7 77/ 




- ■ A 

'"‘V h • - 


. V 


MARK- RICE, 3315 Pecan,.'Switchman,' .//V/ ■" • 7 7 •' : 

. L.' X. "STUMPY” WALKER, 2316 Locust, yardmaster, : -r////-V£\ 

, JIMte AINSI01!rH,l212i Garliand, engineer. (Presently works 
v.. with'. AiNSWORTH*") . ' v 7"V • ".'<<.?£■ : 

,. A. Ti, COTjtiAM, 2320 Hickory, yardmaster. : v.r r 4- * ' ; ' > • 

•, - The following ,'is; a d ascription of FEAGINS: " 

.EMER EDWARD; GEAGINS ' ''V ' •' 

iVUale v.: ; 'v, v 

v-white•. 

; : Railroad' fireman :;.c^. V, ;i , 

American • . .•■■■'•' :-" } V 

3119 Locust, ‘Texarkana, Arkansas 
7-^14-03 ; tv'-v '. : V- 

_ 5-’:lb<».*-'"^- • 

Hitchcock, Oklahoma/..'. ,-.7 -1:' 

. Brown 

. Blue''.; ; ;vi'-'<H7: / ..' ^ 

..Fair';; - •; 


Name - . ... 

Sex : _>• 
.•Colar>;-' •" Vv;/' 

Occupation 7: : 

Nationality 
Address / 

Date. of birth ; 

Height’;;/ /' - V %/ 

Place of. birth 
Weight ' 7'*/'. 

Hair -, •. \ 7.‘;'7 

■ Eyes 7 . 77'*/■£, 


Build 


■ ' 'Mr. FEAGINS, was'.fingerprin ted and his palm prints were 

taken on June.-11. 1947.' Bis wife. 'LILLY FEAGINS, I 

•were fingerprinted- and- their palm prints were taken! .'. 


At the time : /Mr. FEAGINS was fingerprinted he stated that 


his family has been getting a lot of phone' calls* and when they would answer the 
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phone the party on the other end would hang up. Only once did the operator 
. : -say. the party had hung up. He believes, this may have something to do with 
:the- party that wrote the letters to him* 


■' j.. . ' He .also named one^mliiAMi|t4THBlJRK;as. a possible suspect. 

He said that RATHBURN at- one time worked, as a packer for the Texas Pacific and 
Missouri Pacific Railroad, but was fired a bout a year ago* He thinks that he 
had something to do with RATHBURN getting fired. RATHBURN then went to work , 
for the Stock yards, which is located between the Arkansas and Texas viaduct. 
RATHBURN was working there until about one month ago. FEAGINS said that RATH-- 
, BUM did a lot of running around-with other women and that he was. a married 
man. '•;: : •. . 

, ' • •; , ' • 'Mrsi LILLI FEAGINS was interviewed and she said she could 

, not add anything to what her husband h%d said. She only. complained about; the 
many, phene calls that they got when no. one would answer. 'i_ . .. : • 


On this same (fete Miss 


nothing to add' to information 'previously given,by her. 


stated she had. 


.. V . At 3s00 P.M. cn June 11, 1947 

'was fingerprinted b6 ] 

and her, oalm nrints were taken.- 1 

J son of victim FEAGINS* b7c 

advised , that* his Navy serial‘number was' 

For this reason his prints - ■. 1 

were not taken* . • Y/' ■ ■, 

•: .> V • 


*:/ . . All of these prints were forwarded to the Bureau, Attention 

. Single Fingerprint Section* -'V. ' , 

The following investigation vfas conducted by Special 
Agent HORACE S. HALLETT and Sheriff'Hi PRESLEY, of Texarkana, Texas cn June 

7 , i947.i;• . • /. ./S;;^ ; -. • ;vj ■ '.. / - 

of Mr* . . ' 


E. E. FEAGINS, was interviewed at, the Resident Agent <s office at Tex arkana cn 
June 7, 1947*'; and was fingerprinted on June: II, 1947. | | furnished 

a list of her friends, which is set.out further on in th is report. She stated 
that she graduated from| | She advised, that her 

family moved to Texarkana the best; she can recall, in the spring of 1941. That 
she has live d on both sides of town, but mostly on the Arkansas side*. . She 
has attended 


b6 

b7C 


She said she' was ini 


well. 


rkana 

She al so said she was • a me mber of the I 
— ] has been employed by> 

id 


J with BETTI JO BOOKER-, one of 


the victims in a series of imirders in .Tpxar k^ina. but, shp Hid riot knew "her 


3 ' 


as an extra clerk; on Saturdays; and- during rush seas ens, 


] for the past two years 


s inter viewer) regarding her. dates* and she 

'advised she has been dating]_for the past .three years^' She daid 

she has riot had intimate relations with anyone and that no one has attempted; -, - 
to have intimate relations with her* She does not recall anyone making advances 
to her or any person attempting-to make dates with her she does not know of any- 







er . 9-32Q,;. \• ., 1; ■g; ; ■ -v.gy ^ >:‘vXy.: :V .•; -,-%g - 

one. Watching her very close lyg’' g w •.: 

• 'g !: ‘‘ ••. . • •. g 'promised her ftil^Lest .c.'oppdratiCTi and said : 

she would report anything that came to;her .atteritipnv. : vOX'.’g O • '•/ \-.V-'X- " 

- X Xr-.XX '': . The following description was obtaineds>' ; y g’V; - g.-' 

f'-, Xg!."v\' -igt " f ' 

Vg’v ggg • ' Name g.T 

: ;g'; ’ -, ■' Born ; g;; ' . 

•’ *■] X - ' ;' Date, of birth g 

' Height .' . v.'. • 

/.y'g’X' 'Weight>v, 

gXX -, ;.../ . Hair"".;-- g '' .gX 
gg •./ g"" , V ; g **.'*•%es Xg. ‘g;;V 
. ;--;g gg Build;' -; 

■ - •*g - '•• Scars & fiarksvg 
• :* •'g g. g. '' Fingerprinted, -g 


furnished the following as her-friends t 



s a' .1937. Plymouth) 


,g. . ;gg-g- : _was questioned as to her friendship or ac - ■ 

quaintapce with any of the parties, named in. .the letters to CLARK BROWN without 
telling her why she was being asked these .questions. She advised that she did; 
not know, any of the parties named: and had not had any dates with any of them*. 

: . - .gg ' ...g,g ; The following investigation was conducted by Special A gert 
>T* DgWEY..PR£SLEY of the -Dallas Field .Division, DALE 0. SIMPSON and HORACE .'S.gg 
HALLE.TT of the' 'Li-ttle Rock iieli.division cn lay 7 and 8, 1949.* vv .- v'^ 




^lu.*:-L 

















V r :T-\ •; ;f$; * : ' -•* * t: ■ . '*\-\. O '* 

.'v v v * '* /; V v 4.» .* /•• • ;v - r v ; •., •.?.>’' , - v ‘> 
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-\ Mr* FLOID KlifiEEASiB was irii&ryiew^^^ V-'V.',- 

great length regardin^ths saIs of ; }his property/JliS^I^c^^ •/v' 

. .Arkansas, to Mr. . E. E^rFSAGINS,.; • Mr.KILCREASE said 'tla t t he:s ale was, made by- Z 
Mr. USm. J. JENNINGS,* Real Estate Operator ;dn’ vTe.x^i^tta : ’^ r "’?8iish. he left for.'-- 
California he signed a blank deed;.antf lef^lt with ; his; attorney rGEORGE 'F. 1 EDWARDS.' 

He said the deal had been c ample ted nihen fre^returried; from California./ He a dvised . /V- 
that the-: house .sold for $4,750.00* $2,000;.00 was paid in cash, a #1,750.00. bar- 

tgage was taken, by the First Federal Savirijg and.Loan As sociation, and he/took/ v * 

^ $1,000.00 second - mortgage from FEAGONS. ; ’ KlSLCREASE. sa id he knew; that FEAGINS 
did not have' any money that if he ||ad he. waild haye bdilght: up tti.e second' mor-v 
tgage when KILCREASE offered- to -sel% it; tp'him ^ohf|500.00*,'■; KILCREASE als o ;■ ) ■ r / : V- 
stated ;he. did not know.FEAGlN& prior' to tMs.transacfiiM^^^^^:/; ^ - > V 

Ki3^jBS^^BJ*Tra%lf.o : !^v^<S! i ^iB<i : -dL3dt"''.^B&4e9c , a3L‘ ^ourt in. 1929 . • * 

f or ;yiolatich of the Nationai Prohi^itioh ;AOt • - He was sentehced 10 .s' erve four . ’ ? 

' ®onths;iii ; jail. Since fhiis;time he' has involved in any .^ 

ftctlon. • He is a heavy drinker. He ; 7 ‘tes;;^en^^ -v* ' 

has- remarried* >, He has an 18 year old; daughter;'by., his first wif e arid an 16 ' V 
months old child by His second wife* At the time of the interview, his second 
7 ■wife; had filed 'divorce proceedings against :riinu^ He admitted that- he had. been, 
on a month*s * drunk >at, thetime he was viriteiy iewed*.; KILCREASE has, for Several 
years, operated;a garage at 103 Jackson Street, fe^fkana*:Arkansas. Just a fter 
the first of the year he. gave a half interest iri : the gafage. tohis brother, NOAH ' ’ : 

. ;KILCREASE,- and sold; the other half td his cousin, OSCAR BROTSN, for..^*000. 

" SSCAR is. paying FLOXD $25.00 a week, t'- Hcjwever^ since' SIDID returned fr m Calif—-, 
ornia; he .has -.gone. back into the ga rage and each of them owns one—third interest 


.v - . ; • . During the 'course of this interview Mr* KILCREASE 'was V 
questi oned as to any typewriters he might ha vein hi| possession. Mr* KILCREASE 
advised lie had owned espy one typewriter land it was a Royal.:/ He also stated i 
this typewriter *4s s tblen from, his .Shop: Christmas Eve night,. 1946. A check 

was made .with, the Sheriff's; Office in, Texarkana -.^hd, a■ stolen report was made' 
f - ^ a .typewriter; and same tpolps by FL01D. ; :KILCREASB • cri ; December 26^ 1946. . 

. KILCREASE furnistfed a : specimenof : this -typing .w**idh is he irig/furnished the 
.. Bureau for elimination purpose* ,.;.He. further stated"; that; he did not and. had not 
voroedjany typewriter other than'tidsv'cnei ^ .-•/ ' 

. r r Ai 1^e.:t3ie!.of;• tijid/iriteryiew.KILCREASE statedthat ■ 

.. “ e had : not _ had apy permnent aa&ess' Since the/.saf^ of , his heme at 3119 Locust ' 
Street. S^ce his return; from California % 'had stayed some; with, his married/’ 
daughter at 302 East 16th Street and a t a;frientte. house 1101 Jackson Street. 
Wiring the interview inquiry was made '.at-t he Apaftmerit house where KILCREASE /< 
daughter had resided and it was learned.;that no,crae had• any knowleige of a--. 

. typewriter being in the daughter !s ,ajmrtment arid that :nio noise resembling / ■ 
typing,had ever been heard fr'an : the apartment‘,f‘::v^-' •’■.'■■■■vl ' .5 :.•/a// 






/*• ^ t '\y. • -**:£&*■?; '' 

’ A’.V*' « ‘ - : j 1 i % ;>'■■ , -"V ‘ '.V* ^\’' w v/' >* 

f-v v.;v... -'. . Y ; -;v-v..^v ■. "■ 

•j. •. • f ;‘- •'Y >.-c i - 


• v\. 
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Y'Yv During this interview Mri KILCREASE was questioned about 
■writing the two notes to Mr. E^E. FEAGINS and he’ denied ever writing to him. 
He claimed he did not have a typewriter after his Was stolen in December. He 
also said he could not type and only had a typewriter in his. shop for the 
Vi A AlrV/ae» nor Ve lioo *+ t.Vio fimaMr- Tf TT /TR-fi! A.S1E' lira «5. Verm A ft ieH to come to the re- 


.PRBSIEY looked around the shop arid inhere was no typewriter in sight. An em- . • 
ployee at. the shop stated that t hey'%@td not had a typewriter since December ••./ ■ : 

of 1946.■ -. ,, 

■ /•'V,:- ''l y ; ^ : It is to.be noted that atvthe time KIIOEEASfc Was interi- A. 

• viewed, on May 7 and May* 8, 1947> information had not been received ft*an the. : ! 

FBI. laboratory to the effect that both extprti on letters received by V.ictim- 
FEAGINS. had been, prepared the- same typewriter, as the first letter received, > 

. by CLARK BROWN.'-' - \y ' 

Y VY-VY.'-V ’ After this investigation began FLOYD KIIOREASE turned over • 

to this Office a penciled extortion note received by him on January'29, 1947, 

. demanding $2,000 *00. This letter is being f orwarded the Bureau. FLOYD KILCREASE 
was interviewed; thoroughly concerning this letter and he denied, writing same. 

It.' is also, to.be noted that; the same type of envelope was used to mail this 
letter to-KIIOREASE that has been used to mail the letters, to FEAGINS and three 
. of the letters, to CLARK BROWN. The Bureau is being requested to a dvise if there 
is. enough similiarity between the writing in the note and the signature of : . - 

■ FLQYD,.KILCREASE to warrant the takihg of other specimens from KILCREASE. -: , : - 

’Vv’■*R- : ;.Y y v. / FIOYD KILCREASE further-advised he left for CaUfornia on . ■/ 
March 28, 1947 and that he. returned on April 6,. 1947. “ He also advised. that e . r .;' 
^shortly after his r eturn from' dalifoirhia:'his wife,; who was Wbeihgl him for . 
divorce,, at Vthe 'instructicn' her attorney^ Wrote a check on their joint bank 

account for half of Ihe money, iii it. This-' check Ws fora little over $700.00, : 

He went bn to say that since they,;have made up this mcney has been returned to 
: their .account;.; ;• .->•,V - V .R,'" /;/v -■ ■ ’• Y 

' V ;;.'.'T- .;•: : ' ■ . FIOYD KIICREASE could not furnish any suspects other than 

cne. JACK BRADFORD who had worked for him at ane iime.' He stated he Yired JACK.. 
.in December of 1946 for stealing some of his tools:. He says. ;JACK could have 
written ; to him but he d oes nqt -thihk..'bb v %would; have * written to t he FEIAGINS, - 
KIICREASE also stated that • BRADFORD is- a known police character- andvcouid be < - 
located, thrcugh .them,; , ■ "}?••*& v."'/..■ .>• 

^ : .•! v v }';? ].; - . Ihe,- Yoll ! ^hg<RescWiptibri, of:FLOYD"KILCREASB was obtained: 

' :-: '/■ ■ 'v.Name-R . FLOYD KILCREASE . ; : " ’' 

■ RvR^-O . V:'‘:v >;vvcv'’--.- -Cass County ' " : <•.': v 

,-v >v: ;••' ... Birth date ; =. 1^-17-04 •- ■ ■ '. 


vV''V, -V- 











: 14 Vj; . ,'t , (f r 
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Height ; \!‘fy • 

"Whight • ’; ;yy _ 

•y/ ; ; y, *.* • Hair, \ ' Black . • y-y-yy- 

y,: A • • Eyes • . '• s~ .V prpro'^ ,y : -',-\-y'- : C ' '■ -'.. '■ 4: ' 

• - • - • - ' : Occupation' ’ - ?< y Mechanic . . • 

7/ ;.'y; y; ,y • Residence ' y. ■■■ 1101 Jackson Street, Texarkana y* 

■ yy,X -^<.y y : y-_y; .. 7 . larital'Status'/- ! ferried, wife ETHEL KILCREASE' y;, . 

Daughter 5 \r Mrs, L. K. PEARSON JR..j 

'7-’"n-H 7 vyy/' : '.'v ' ,• v ' y./v -yy.v, 302 East.16th Street^ -Texarkana, 1 -. 

'y ; • ./jy 'l . ;> . .'y. • ' y : or ;.GarlAh&,. Arkansas.' "• ■ •.. • i.y \; 

... y^y^yy.'v''.- ihe following inyeStigation was. conducted by Special Agent . 

HORACE S.7HALLETT-.an June 10, 1947 at Texarkana, y y y.. • X y ’-y.y:y Vy r 

'’-:v; ;V-y'' */ • Mrs.. ETHEL KILCREASE,. wife of FLOYD KILCREASE, was finger- 

printed and her palm prints taken. At this time she was interviewed and .she 
advised that she - 1 could hot "think ofjanycne that would attempt to extort money 
from -FLOYD unless it c Quid’ be : JACKy RADFORD* he' sta ted that BRADFORD worked 

for FLOYD until the Ite winter ofl9A6XyFL6lD fired him one day after:-he, had-* , 
been detected stealing some tools. She, said BRADFORD is A heavy drinker and yy' 
she' c onsiders him capable of writing; threatening letters, ' X ; .y ... Vi-y -/y' 

..'y X' : y7.; She further stated that in April of this year she. had seen 

her attorney,-GEORGE F. EDWARDS,-who had filed a divorce suit for her. At .his 
instructions she had drawn out half of themcney in the joint bank account and .; 
deposited, it ini her name* She advised that in March of .1947 FLOYD- had sold , 

: his business, out to Ms br other NOAH KILCREASE and a cousing; OSCAR, BYRD BROWN-.. 
Before he left for California he had signed a deed in blank and Wile he Was. , 
gone she closed the real estate deal s elling their heme to E. E. FEAGINS. - She 
said the sale price of this property was placed in the joint bank account, and' 
it was: on this money that she drew, the check. . The. transaction was handled by 
Wm*. T. JENNINGS of Texarkana, Arkansas.; She advised that.FLOYD returned from 


6» 


California m ■■ 


.1947*-■- After his return he did not live with her and 


stayed drunk, most of the time* . It was not until after he was interviewed by 
the writer and Special Ag«i t DE1EI PRESIEY of the' Da lias Field Division that y ... 
they went back together*. •y \y,-■}■■>: •;- ; y. 1 y - - v y /.^oyy'y; A : 

y-yVO'- Mrs.. KILCREASE does not believe that FLOYD wrote the letter 

: to himself or that he. wrote, "the other lie tters iri question. - Ryyyyy ■' • 

y Ry-y- x yy ; : ; : The following description was obtained: - ; 


Name 

, Born ' - •; 

Birth date 
, • Height ; • y.y 
Weight ; y ye 
.• Eyes: 

. Ifeiri " : : 


' ; . ETHEL KILCREASE 
; ..: Beebe, Arkansas 
June 24, 1917' 

, 5* 4* * l : - -• 

y,y ;ii2;;^yy;.y.; • y ' 

y-' l : * Blue •; ;y -y y' 

V .. Reddish brown y 
. /. y June 10, 1947 

-10 - r V • 
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ar^Maea^wno couia nave a one xiivana nearaieivy^e•w^pi^;a^^lc\tw 1J p« 

;•/• ■}■;;• - .other:'' •iiiatvtfAQR ^ 

; ■•• ■'•■; ?':■ V-/ 777 ' 7 -'■.’. ' V . a. 11 of by,*! 1 ®777 ,-■■ 7.7 

• •<,. . \ • • 7 ; - 7,-r*: >' '."*‘7' 7 ’.■.: ' -'C^ 7' -*;- r v . 


<■’■ Dallas office* 77 7 . 


.■7 >/ -Vy' Agent HORACE S,' ; HALLSTT,:;on.‘june, : lOi; '77 ■ ■SSSSS 7 7 

Mr. and Mrs. CIARK BROWN were ■i'ingerpplirTt^l ^and their. ■'••7.7 7 7 

I , • palm prih-tsr taken, . At this time they wer'e’again asked if they ha'd: any ide^.; .'•• ■ • .' 

/ -who cdfild have written the le ttersi in^question.• ’They, advised;. theyvlted-dd idea , 

■' :, :•’ andjcould hot funiish the name .of.; any suspect*^•■;*; 7-7 v v 77 „;•■ '7777 ’ 7 ':.7 : 7 'V., 

"; 7 V.- "77 7£’7'7 'SS \ v -; It. might be said at,t his' . tiide'.,that : these two pe ople.have; 7 ' '■- y . .'* - 
• been interviewed hy every law enforceiieht’ 'officer, in' Te* 1 ®rlcana since their •,.. • .■ ■ 

• !;• ’ daughter BETTY JO BOOKER,’ was murdered.,' Everything; % at they ha ve^; furnished,.;:;, 

.; ’'; ;--':vv ; :hah' ; :bd^i- ; ftil]y; investigated. Ttey have advised jbha^if anHhin^ponies to-their 
, : ' • attention they will notify this office at .once* - '• - v - '• 1 ;: l- ' • ' ,*r/. : :v 


■-V-. ’ 


The following ciescriptiorl'Mcif tfie ,BRCSSffN f s was ^obtained: ; 7 . - .• 

Name 7 ' BESSIE BOOKER BROiifN ’ V 7 f.' 7 "^'..' ; 'i" : '' 

Borii } , • -r'i&Pp *-. VStaimps ,' Ahicansas'7'f. ; if •' ~* (••'•> 

Brth date V'.' .' t : : ■■ "'*' 

Height ; : .»vK’* 4 f••.•.*•:; v".'. 4 ?; ; .li :,;t ' ; < .' 

Weight ' 7 ; ■ H ^ ^ 7 ^ ; . ’ ’ '‘, v 

>'; Hair'-" Brown f-•"•:.. : 7 ' ; • ' 

%ea. 7 :|/• 7 "'''*''.^ Brown ; • 77 ‘ 7 ""' ; : •' ' 

Residence ' ’ : 1419 Locust Street, Texarkarta> r Arkansas. •'.■ I 

:v;7 v" •' - • 7 tv -. ’ ’ ; Borh % 7 *' - - 7'' 77 £,v. • '■ h- 

■'••' '-.r ■■ <■ ■' 1 A-'■.* ; B3r'th ; date 7!7^:v? : ' 7 'j72d^4 :v7 <a^'> : -.7". •■•■.•• "7 7'7. : v: 7 

■ • 7 . 77 ”' : ^.K . ; ";• ' Height. 7.7:/ /r-' 77 ': $ 7’77 "77 ;.;>v 7 / - ..." ^ -V: h - J/Jf . 

'■'• ■’7.;.7--- ■ . ;7 . 7 :'; ••..v.'Hfeighi:-' X "7'\7 7 '7 . v' V'7.. •• 

7- 7 7 C' : 7 '. ,' •. . ' Hair ''. 7V7.7 ' : Brawn'"' '-. ^ .7. '7 ; .'7 : -■ • ^S : .'/’■[; 7. ; ''-V ; ' : ." 

,; . 7 ’ 7 ':•:. 7 : ' 7777 ;-; '%es-" ; 7 ;’ ‘7 77 ; : 7 ; Brown > " 7 .. 77 v -.^ 77 '.' ■' .- 7 -' 7 .V 7 .'. 7 7 '' 7 / 

7 -" .7 7 7 ;. 7 .' '■ Residence •;' ; 7 ' • 1419 Locust Street, Texarkana, Arkansas * 7 

7 "*• • . ; : '7 •• /.•''• 7 ' Speciruens from : 25 Undeiwood typewriters at the Texarkana^ ; -^/ 
!Texas, Juhior College were secxired. by Special Agents W* -DEWEY PRESLEY ofvthe . ' 

Dallas Division and PALE‘‘ 0 , SIMPSON of .the Little Rock Division on ! June 147 '^ . *'"■ 

194 ?* Hie Specimens were forwarded, t o the -FBI Laboratory, and examination' re -- .• 7, 
fleeted that none of the typewriters had Been used to prepare the questioned - .7. 

,; letters. •-\*■:■■■': ■; : - 7 l 7 1 >:+ 77 * 777777 ''’^ \ 7 : '••■’7 ' 77 .7 77 *' ; 


; - ::H' 7 . 77'7 


l\ 














•lr 9-32D vV.‘T v;' "HJ-v . ." 

, By teletype dated June 13>. 1947* ■ the . FBI Laboratory ad- a - 

vised that information i# the Laboratory files reflects ihatvthe typewriter 
having sharp faced pica type used in this case was manufactured from September, 
1926, -to January, 1931 for the K-2 Mctfel standard Underwood typewriter.^; The .; 
typewriter used to prepare the messages written in elite monogram type* ac ” . 
cording to the laboratory, was - manufactured from June, 1927, to November, •• » 

for standard.' Underwood models, K-2 and-6*4* Further an standard'and portable 
typewriters model numbers fouri five, 3-12, 3-14, 3-16, 3 - 18 , , 3 ~ 20 > 3 f 2 o, 

6-10, 6-11, 6-12, 6-14, 6-16, 6-18, 6-20,; 6±2$i:/y 4 , : -r / ,'7 


S ? ,. v 'a .'V ■ A h$s information:was furnished the New raven Division by 

teletype dated June 17, 194,7, with the 1 request that further identifying data 
on the k-2 and 6,-A models be. ascertained from the Underwood Typewriter Company, 
Hartford,,^Cohneticut. This information was. requested since Mr. jpD ADKINS, 
Underwood Agent, Texarkana, who has recordsof a 11 typewriter transactions 
handled by his office since 1923, did not have a single K-2 or 6-A; mod el listed* 
All other .models mentioned in the Bureau 'a .teletype were found in abundance in 
the' files Maintained by Mr.* ADKINS.: ;The , ; New ^yen Division also was requested 
to famish the first and 1st serial numbers for each of the models listed* 

By teletype dated : Jwe 14, .1947, The FBI;Laboratory advised 
it had concluded that the typewriting, appearing on the envelope of the letter 
addressed to Mr. CLARK BROWN,'. 1417 Locust, and postmarked March 21, 1947,, had 
been prepared an the same machine as that used to‘-prepare the first -letter, to 
Jhr. BROM on December 17* 1946, and that^used to prepare both letters received 
by Victim FEAGINS. The laboratory also concluded' that the typewriting on the ; 
letter: of March 21, 1947, to Mr.- BROWN had been prepared on the same Machine 
as that used to prepare the 'envelopes' and .letters to Mr. BROJiN dated January 
3* 1947},' arid May 2, 1947* •" No latent fingerprints were developed* V / 

'' The Laboratory further advised, with regard, to the March .V-. ; 

21, 1947 letter, that the envelope was a United States Postoffice envelope, 
purchasable at all Post offices* 1 The letter contairied the watermark w Atlantic 
Bond'*, below the monogram «E«* Under this is the number »26 tt or »20 M , the last 
digit being indistinct* ;• Below this number is the letter *»V W , The watermark 
^Atlantic Bond” is registered,by• the Eariierri Corporation, Bangor, Maine* and; ‘ 
by J. C. BLAIN Company* Hinitihgt.an,- Pennsylvaiia. Monogram n E n , according to 
the laboratory, probably stands for Eastern. There, was no information available 
in the Laboratory as to the- date of manufacture»•.'; The Eastern Corporation' has 
a district, sales office' in Dallas. . ' V ! ’ ; i/' „ 


- ' •’ Postal InspectorESTES, Texarkana, ccnducted a survey on- 

„ all -outgoing Mail written iri upper case passing through the Texarkana Rost office 
on June 12-20, 1947, and determined that approximately 20 such letters per day , 
v#ere appearing. , ' ,“V. 7- •' V' : . 
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U N D E ? E- L f E D , L; E A D ;§» 


; ; ROCK FIEID DIVISION. V -. 

i;f at tsxarkana, Arkansas, " v >:'• ' 

. Will report the result? obtained : .by the Identification 

• Division in the comparison of the fingerprints-and pa Imprints of members of . 
’the FEAGINS family -with unidentified prints in this case* : 

**F c. .• • Will obtain background .information relative to-FRANK 
BUTLER and determine his activities far <the past year and a' half# , 

;/yv--'- . Will obtain background information relative to RAt BLEDSOE 
.and determine his a ctivities for the past year and a half* >.. \ i: v 

. y) Will obtain.backgr bund information relative to INEZ WALKER 

and determine..his activities f or, the past year and a half* ' 

Will ctotain bac%rouhd,iinformation relative to HENRY JUDD • 
and determine his activities far the past:year and a half, , 


■; 'A .yV . Will obtain specimens from any typewriters at the Busy . 

Bee Gale j Ozark■ :Cafe And West-End Cafe, and specimens from any typewriters 
to which*FRANK BUTLER, RAT BLEDSOE, INEZ WALKER and HENRI JUDD have access, 

; •' V-i • Will obtain background information on all persons listed 

v : !■ Will report results 'pf ; -the laboratory examination of the • 

specimen obtained fran. the typewriter formerly owned by FLOYD KILCREASE. '; 

• • V ; Will maintain c®tact/with Postal Inspector ES TE S* • 

-V‘: ' . Will further utilize there cords of the Ragland office > 

.. Eqnipmeht t'ompahyj, i. v! v 


■< VV.i 7 -v 


V T , 13 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC 
YITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS1 


To: .COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


m& 30» 1947 


;• ' me, DALLAS •• 1 

LITRE ROCI 

0 ■' 

Him MIMS JUNE THIRTIETH. DNS88, SHIER EDWARD FEAGINS, VIBSK. FINGER HUNTS 
CHARLES WAYN^HDEMES, AS2I ONE EIGHT jfe NAUGHT NINE THREE FOUR FOUR, ANDJ3RUCE 
MCRPH^IONES, ASN THREE SIGHT Tat) THREE FIVE FOUR THREE SIX, NOT IDENTICAL 
LATENT FINGERPRINTS DEVELOPED IN CASE ENTITLED QUOTE UNSUB, JAMBS f*UL MARTIN, 
BETTI JO BOOKER, VICTIMS, MURDER, TEIARKANSAS, Tips, APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETEEN 


FORTTSIX, POLICE COOPERATION UNQUOTE* 

JRiCJO 

62-80864 


HOOVER 


. y 'y* 


J2a>. 








M- *$' Ui * 


? S' 


<? 




""'ter* a 


M3 




Mr. ToIson - • 

Mr. E. A. Tamm" 


Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd “ 
Mr. Nichols 


CO PIES CESTROYEQ 


. . I." ^ 

V' t# , ■ 

. ^r\ 


Mir. Trac y - " • 

Mr. Carso n, . , 
Mr. Ega n - 
Mr. Gur-ne a 

Mr. ,Harbo_ 

'Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr.:Quinn Tamm_ 
Mr. Nease ., 

• Miss Gand y ■ ■• 


us'fS'Jw niiWt 


1 NOV 16 1964 


^Slfi 


w 
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STANDARD FORM ’MO. 64 





Office lum • UNITE]4i^^^OVERNMENT 


&2 a ^ 

I SUB' 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, LITTLE ROCK 


DATE: JUKE 26, 1947 


68384 , 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJE^j 

ELMER EDWARIPTOGIKB - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 

ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 


LAB FILE: D-63110 CT 


Enclosed herewith are two undeveloped film packs containing exposures i ^ 
of the addresses on twenty-two envelopes# * 

It is requested that this film be developed and the typying specimens 
be compared rath the questioned specimens previously submitted^ - the Dallas 
FielcUDivision in the case entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT;- BETTY- .TOTPB QQIcrUR ; .TATtffiS 


PAUlPfiARTIlI - Victims, MURDER, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; POLICE COOPERA* 


/ LAB NO. D-66761 and D-66773* 

J The Dallas and little Rock Divisions should be advised of the results 

- of the examination by teletype* 

LR 9-320 
IBIIjtw 

2 cc - DALLAS (9-616) 

AIR MAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY, & REGISTERED 




'ay . 




IS if *£* S 




CTTO&JiSB 


6 0 JUL 7 - 194 / 
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• UNITED^ffflW 


GOVERNMENT 


^Sto : Director, FBI 

Attention: FBI Laboratory 
from : SAC, Dallas 


DATE: June 28, 1947 




SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT j 

ELMER EBWARD^FEAGINS - VICTIM; 

'EXTORTION 

(Bureau File 62-80864) 

Enclosed herewith is one handwritten addressed envelope and handwritten 
letter. The postmark on t^^^ter has been torn off, however, it is 
addressed to CaptainJftAj^nzaullas and the letter which consists of two^' 
pages begins "Dear Captain;.....". 

It is requested that this handwriting be compared with the letter sub¬ 
mitted by the Dallas Division on June 26, 1947* This letter is addressed to 
Captain Gonzaullas and is postmarked May 3, 1946. It is also requested 
that the enclosed letter be compared with the handwritten letter sub¬ 
mitted by the Little Rock Field Division in the case entitled "UNKNOWN 
SUBJECT; FLOp^)KlLCREASE, Victim". . ' 

The Laboratory is also requested to furnish all available information 
regarding the paper that the enclosed letter is written on. It is not 
necessary to process the letter for latent prints. The letter sho uld rr s 
be searched through the anonymous letter file. 

It is requested that two photographic copies of the enclosures be fur- * 
nished to Little Rock and Dallas* The enclosures should be returned to 
;he Dallas Division and both the Dallas and Little Rock Offices should 
be advised of the results of the examination by teletype. 

WDPjBVR 
9-616 

Ends. 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY . 
cc - Little Rock 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Office • UNITED ^^l^feOVERNMENT 


FJtOM : 
SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAG, Little Rock 


DATE: 6-26-47 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT;- ■ . 

ELMER EDWAHwEAGINS - VICTIM 

EXTORTION (Bureau file 62-80864) . Attn; FBI Lab ora tor 


Enclosed herewith are samples from five Underwood typewriters, located 
at the St. Louis-Southwestern Railway Company, Texarkana, Texas.- The Serial 
numbers are as follows; 

509,841 3 ' 

535,306 

722.577 .. ' J 

1,958,943 ■' r 

4,111,827 ' 

It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the 
questioned specimens previously submitted>jby the Dallas Field Division in the 
case entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY JDf^OOKERj JAM^PAU#MARTIN - Victims., 

„ Murderj April 14, 1946, TexarkafTa7“TeXasj "Police Cooperation, Laboratory Number 
* D-66761 and D066773. 

iv .., ■ 

q The Dallas and Little Rock Divisions should be advised of the.result^^ 

of the examinations by teletype* J rFrX 


9-320 

Enel; 

cc; Dallas (9-616) 

AMSD - Registered 
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/ STANDARD FORM NO. 84 
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Office • united iSsKSIgovernment 




0 mm 



TO 
v/ 

\ Vi FROM : 

J ,ck> 

' * SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAG, Little Rock 


DATE: 6-26-47 


UNKNOWN SUBJE^j - 

ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM 

EXTORTION (Bureau file 62-80864) Attn? FBI laboratory 


5 


Enclosed herewith are samples from three Underwood typewriters located fi i, v . 
at the St. Louis-Southwestern Railway Company, Texarkana, Texas. The Serial 
numbers are as follows? 

, 3,668,365, 

648,028 
782,267 ■ 

It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the 
questioned specimens previously submitted-^y the Dallas Fieldr-Division in the 
case entitled UNKNOSN SUBJECT; BETTY JO^BqOKER; J AMES PAU]$Mr TIN - Victims, 
Murder, April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; Police Cooperation, laboratory Number 
D-66761 and D-66773* 


tr 

Q- 




The Dallas and Little Rock Divisions should be Iclvised of the results 


the examin. 

COFf 


IN LAB. 


DOSl/ih 
9-320 
Enel j 

ccj Dallas (9-616*) 


FOR LAB. ACTION ANEJ REPORT i/4'1 


AMSD - Registered 
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TO : 

J 

^ROM s 
SUBJECT: 


# f ; 

e Memorandum • united states gtt^ernment 


Birector, FBI 

SAG, Little Rock 

UNKNOWN StJBJJj&Tj 

ELMER EDWARD^FEAGINS - VICTIM 

EXTORTION . (Bureau file 62-80864) 


DATE: 


6-27-47 


Attn: FBI Laboratory 


Enclosed herewith are samples from six Underwood, typewriters located 
at the Missouri-Pacific Railway Company, Texarkana, Arkansas, and a sample from O 
one Underwood typewriter located at the Koppers Company, Texarkana, Texas. 


/ 

x 


-4 


"l 


The serial numbers are as follows: 

Missouri - Pacific 
607,746 
4,596,401 
4,244,406 
1>683,563 
4,279,265 
65,538,489 

Koppers Company 
. 684,58k 

It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the 
questioned specimens previously submitted by the Dallas^Division in the case 
entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT;; B ETTY JOB^B QOKER- JAMES PAUL r< MAR TIN - Victims, Murder, 
April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas;: Police CoopefatiSTTlSboratory Number D-6676 1 ^ 4 /, 
and D-66773 • • __ 


*r 




■ The Dallas and Little Rock Divisions should be advised of the results 


)^jthCexaminations by teletype. 
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STANDARD FORM ^ 

Office Memorandum • united states government 




DIRECTOR 


SAC, LITTLE ROCK 


DATE: June 29, 19U7 


SUBJECT: 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
ELMER EDWARB%EA 


ELMER EDWAREfTEAGINS 
EXTORTION 

BUREAU FILS 62-80861; 


EAGINS - VICTIM; 


ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 


Enclosed herewith is one film pack containing 
exposures of eight envelopes. 

It is requested that this film be developed and the 
typing specimens be compared with the questioned specimens 
previously submitted by the Dallas Fieif^Division in tha^base 
entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY J^BOOKER; JAMES PAUiiQiARTIN - 
VICTIMS, MURDER, April lU, 19U6, Texarkana, Texas, Police coopeva-/ 
tion. Lab # D-6676I and D-66773. 


.The Dallas and Little Rock Division should be advised 
of the results of the examination by teletype. 


/- 1^. 

«1JZ. 


^HSH/bb 

9-320 

Enel: 

CC - DALLAS 9-616 

AIR MAIL & SPECIAL DELIVERY - REGISTERED 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 




SUBJECT: 


DIHECTOR 

SAC, LITTLE ROCK 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
ELMER EDWARD^TEAGINS 
EXTORTION 

BUREAU FILE 62-8086U 


1 June 29, 19U7 


- VICTIM; 


68515 


ATTENTION: FBI LABORATCET 


Reurtel dated June 28, last advising that no conclusion 
was reached regarding Southwestern Transportation Company Underwood 
typewriter, serial number ii,111,827, and requesting that the original 
questioned elite specimens Q27, Q28, Q38 and Q39, and more known in J/M <, 
wording of Q39, be forwarded to the Laboratory. ~ ' 

Enclosed herewith are four specimens from instant type¬ 
writer. Also enclosed are the original questioned elite specimens 
Q27, Q28, Q38 and Q39. 

The Dallas and little Rock Divisions should be advised 
of the results of the examination by teletype. 


' W-TlOSi/bb 
( 9-320 


Enel: 

CC - DALLAS 9-616 

AIR MAIL & SPECIAL DELIVERY - REGISTERED 
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s^P • - RAL BUREAU . OF INVESTIG" ; 
._ ’■ STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


OUSE 28 , 19 li? 


URGENT 


TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, 




SACS, DALLAS and LITTLE ROCK 


! , a %5st, RBTEL DALLAS JUNK TWENTT-FIVE. 


HO IDKHTIPiCATION TSM KIOTO TTP3KRITBBS WITH QUESTIONED TTPEKRITINQ 
THIS CASE. NO IDMTIFICATIOE TTPfflRITING ON LETTER TO MAXSELL 
WELSH DATED MAT SIX, NINETEEN P3R.TSM5EVES WITH OTHER. QUESTIONED 
TXPWUTI» THIS CASK. NO CCWCL8SI0N TTPHRITINO M LETTER AID 

Burner* Mmsssm to captain oorzallus wira tipbwmthki on q*s 

TWJMTT-JT**, tf»W«IX a P8RTY THtOWJfl KfRTT—THRE! AND PCRTT-FTVE. . 
NOT ENOUGH CAPITAL URSS HH OT&JXCANf CHARACTERISTICS R® 
ADEQUATE EXAIG NATION. BKQUSSTEE COif ARISON BETWEEN QONZALLUS LETTER. 
AND PLOD) KILCR»ASE EXTORTION CASK AWAITING XIL6RKASE MATERIAL FROM 


LITTLE ROCK. NO LATENT* DEVELOPED OK TWO OONZALLOS LETTERS. 












RECORDED 




VJ * jmr 30, 1947 

SAC, DALLAS AUD SAC, UIU! BOCK • BB8£N? 


twswi, mm . sdrabb ftaoihs, nm, kelet max sock .rass nmm - wm . 
no imxt smarm mm rttmunm no qbssttqkkd this base, rhlpt 

DALLAS -JURE TiSatt-nOBBT. .*0 IDMT BARShtfSTOf G0«mLAS 'LETTED WITH 
ARQHIM0U5 tltTffi PXIft, SO C0SCLP3ICH ItianOSttK «XS LtfTEB 1TH 
KAHDPIilSm- GOMXA0LLAS LETTER S8B«T5fD IT DALLAS JURE WERTT-HVE 
BECAUSE SOT COMPARABLE. PAPER HASDMHXTTES GOMZA0UA8 XSTTSR APPSOXIMATCLT 
EIGHT ASS GOB HALT BT ELETE8 ISC8ES. COSTAISS 1AHRKASK QUOTE BAMEHMILL 
BOMB MASS IS 9SA‘ UKODtt MATOFACTBREL BX HAMMERMILL PAPER COMPART ONE KH® 
POOR RAtfQRT EAST LAKE HOAD, ERIE, PSNSmTAXXA. ESTILCPS 0.S. POST OFFICE 
8KVXL0F8 mCBASABOt AT ALL POST OFFICES. BETEL DALLAS JOSE IRIRTX 
TYPEWRITER USED OS LOSER CASE TTPSERRITTW GOS2A0UAS LETTER IS DlttifflWa® 
mBPPAC* PICA TYPE FIRST MAWJPACTORED SEPTEMBER *X*EfEW TiIRTT-SIX OS 
X ISO MODEL STANDARD YCPEfRITEK. COHYIK0SP OR TKtS MODEL TO JAHBAHI 
RIMETEEM TOIBW-OJIE. FURTHER CHECK SEIKO ISADS TO SEE IP THIS STYLE 1 Op 
TIPS COKTIMUEP OH OTHER MODELS AFTER THAT DATS. flLCPRASE 1IATEEIAJ PRC* 

ums sock Bonsr bscsited ir laboratory. 


HOOVER 


ORKifLM 


Ur. Clegg_“ 

Ur. Glavln_ 

Ur. Ladd - 

Mr. Nichols ' y 
Ur. Rosen \s " 

Ur. Tracy_ 

Ur. Carson_ 

Mr. Ega n 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr ... 

Mr. Pennington_ 
Mr. Quinn Tanm__ 

Tele. Room_ 

V Mr. Nease / 
r^Mlss Gand y r 


;QpTRS DESTB0?^ft 
41 NOV 16 t964 
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FBI DALLAS 

Director 


6-30-47 


10-52 AM ERL • 

URGENT ' 


ATTENTION FBI LABORTARY 

m 

UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, VICTIM, EXTORTION. REURTEL JUNE 

TWENTY EIGHT, PLEASE SUTEL DALLAS AND LITTLE ROCK THE MAKE, 

MODEL, STYLE OF TYPE AND DATE WHEN MANUFACTURED OF THE TYPEWRITER 

/ 

USED IN PREPARING LOWER CASE TYPEWRITTEN LETTER TO CAPTAIN ( 
GONZAULLAS. 


WYLY 
A AND H 


12-54 PM OK FBI WASH DC NAT 
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• Clegg 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 7-14-47 2s00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: HE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Number: 


62-80864-134 



Specimens: ‘Ibr ee sets of fingerprints and palm prints of suspect, CARROL D. 
BUTLER, submitted fcr comparison with the unidentified laten ts in the "VIRGIL 
STARKS", "BETTI JOE BOOKER-JAMES PAUL MARTIN" murder cases. 

Criminal record for BUTLER requested. 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 7-10-47 amb 
Date'of reference communication: 7-2-47 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of .'examination: 

CG: Little Rock . : 

Return 2 sets fgpts. 

Atittt/ 7-*-*? Jr- 


Examination by: Rbbyak 
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^nd arp^fo^Ri no. 64 * 

Office^Memorandum • united states* government 


w %>' \ 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

% 

x 

FROM s SACj DALLAS'- 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT • 

ELMER EEWARWFBAGINS 
EXTORTION 


DATE:July 2, 1947 


- VICTIM* 


ATTENTIONS SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION fe 

s 

Enclosed herewith are three sets of fingerprints of CARROL Br BUTLER ® 

and his palm prints, It is requested that the palmprints be compared § 

with the unidentified latent palmprint developed on Q 39 in this case. 9 
It is also requested that the palmprints submitted be compared with the § 
unidentified latent palmprint in the murder of VIRGIL STARKS, May 3, 1946, 
at Texarkana, Arkansas* It is also requested that the fingerprints submitted 
becompared with the unidentified latent prints in the BETTY JOE BOOKER- 
JAMES PAUL MARTIN murder at Texarkana, I’exas, April 14, 1946* A 

Both the Little Rock and Dallas %eld Divisions shou^®^^§^sed of the/^^y 
results of the examination and both offices should be furnished any . v / 
criminal record for BUTLER* Two copies of the fingerprints should be ' l/ 
returned to the DallasOffice so that they .can be returned to the Bowie ^ 
County Sheriff 1 s office* 


cci Little Rock 

WDP smlh 
9-616 















SAC, Little Ro^k [ V 
Director, FBI Ji . jj 


'' air mail special delivery 

Juno U, 1947 


Unknown ^ •* ij ‘ \ •/ -V 

Betty Joe^Bookerj . Jam^s Paul Martin - Victims 
Murder April 14, 1946,j Texarkana, Texas ; 
Police Cooperation \ 

Bureau file #62-808641 . 



k Reference Is made to ytfuir telephone call to the Bureau in connection 

with the above-captioned matter,- during which you were advised, if possible,, 
further information concerning the typewriters Involved in this case would be 
forwarded' to your office to assist in the elimination of certain typewriters 
during the investigation of thisl ease* 


There are attached', hereto sixteen photographs of each specimen Q26 
and 039 with markings to indicate some of the more characteristic defects in 
the type. 

Gh specimen ^26 some of the characteristic defects aret “ 

1. The letter n R w leans to the left and the outside 
portion of the lower left serif appeal's to ba 
slightly damaged. 

2. The letter ’•V** leans to the left and the inside : 
portion of the top right serif is slightly damaged. 

3. The letter f, i« is loose and slants in both directions^ 

but mostly to the left. This letter also strikes 
heavier on the bottom. y 

4- The letter "SP* prints light on the left side in most 
instances. The heavy ribbon sometimes obliterates 
this characteristic. .' 

5. The letters »S", m F", "Dr, «U W ^ "S« and «E" all hav* 
the tendency to print heavy on the bottom. 

' % . '■ ; .• ' , 

6. This typewriter is equipped with a red and black 
.'..ribbon. 


Mr. Tolson ^ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm. 

Mr. Clegg__ 

Mr. Glavin 


Ladd. ~ 


NicholSj 

Rosen 


Tracy 

LX_' 

Carson 

A v j 


in specimen Q39 some of the Gharacteristlc defects ter« 



^Xn tno P latter"*?^ Ithjfc right downstrok* on th^ cross bar 
jEpi^iAllsIh^alra^fr tpj& the left downstroke. Thie letter 
ie^Ioose and slants in both directions, but usually to 


h v 

Bnolosure 


E3aSght5»is , /s^&aT.v‘' 

• -jf:L 







3. The letter W A” has a tendency to print heavy on 

the right aide. •' 

4. The letter M H n has a tendency to print heavier 

; on the left side, s .... ' 

5. The letter "R" leans to the right in most instances. 

6. The letter "S” prints;heavy on the bottom. 


7. The ribbon of this machine may be worn through In 
places, as Indicated by the way the tops of letters 
sometimes leave arf depression in the paper with little 
or no inking. : 
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RM 

~e Memorandum • united states government 


TO : J. A. SggfofV 
FROM H. B. LONG/ 
SUBJECT: • TEXARKANA MURDERS 

-' 62-80864 


- Call: 12 
Dictated: 12:25 


date: June 14% 1947 

Mr. ToIson_ 

Mr. E. A. tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Qlavl n . 

Mr. Ladd ' 

Mr. Nlchois 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy____ 

Mr.-Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendo n 

*■ Mr. Pennington” 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Roo m ‘ 

Office called missI S— 

— tt _ Ml8s 0iui,) y - 


At this time SAC Dean Morley of the Little Hock Office called Miss Beahm 

and made reference to Laboratory reports D-66761 and D-66773 CT, He — 

dismissed the more recent developments in this case whereby the Laboratory 
has identified an anonymous communication' received by the father of one of 
the girls as having been written on the same typewriter as the letters in 
the extortion case, "Unsubj Elmer Edward./Feagins, Victim". You will recall 
we recently furnished Little Hock certain information which would enable 
elimination as to the typewriter on which such letters could' have been pre¬ 
pared. Morley advised that with the information we furnished them it is 
believed there still will be approximately 1200 machines involved and it will 
be necessary for specimens to be taken from all these machines. In addition, 
they have arranged whereby mail in the post'office is being scrutinized 
hoping that they may observe some legitimate correspondence written in full 
caps as were the letters previously mentioned and since it would be legitimate 
correspondence, it may show the return address. They seem to definitely feel 
that the writer, is in the vicinity of Texarkana. 

n . \ 

Morley discussed the'desirability of a technician from the Laboratory 
assisting them in the case and I told him that I did not see where he would be 
of any particular value except with reference to the mail being observed in 
the post, office and only then from an elimination standpoint. - 1 told him 
there may be something definite which we could point out that would be of 
assistance to ..their ovm men in eliminations. If so. we would do so. If~h e 
still desires someone from the Laboratory he will so request at .a later date. 

It is requested that you have this matter checked into to see if we 
can furnish any material that would be of value to them in elimination with 
appropriately marked material and instructions relative to such peculiarities 
and defects. ' ~ 


EBL/mek 


■ M / 


t s 
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Office Memorandum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM 


Mr. Ros^T /' 

C. J. Marti 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

BETTI JOE^OKER 
JAMES PAUL4MARTIN - VICTIMS 
Murder April l4> 1946, ET AL 
Texarkana,- Texas 
POLICE COOPERATION 


DATE: 


June 28, 1947 


Mr. Tolao n 
Mr. E. a* TaffinT" 
Mr, Cleg g — 
Mr. 0lavi n' 

Mr. Ladd - 

Mr. Nichol s 
Mr. Rose n ~ 

Mr, Tracy_ 

Mr, Carso n 
Mr, Egan 


Mr, Qurne a ~ 
Mr, Harb o 
Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr, Quinn Tamm 

Tele, Room_ 

Mr, Neas e 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gand y 


PURPOSE 



To inform you of a recent development in connection ■with the assistance \/ 
being given to local authorities in their attempts to solve two double murders 
and a murder and a wounding in the Texarkana, Texas area. yj^ 


FACTS 


On April 30, 1947, Elmer Edwardl^Feagins received an extortion note in- 0 
structing him to leave $3000 in a park at Texarkana, Texas on Friday, May 2, 1947. 
Coverage was maintained at the pay-off spot but no developments took place. A 
second letter received by Feagins was postmarked May 3, 1947 but no pay-off was 
designated. 


A series of four letters postmarked December 17, 1946 and January 3, 

March 21, and May 2, 1947 were directed to darker own, step-father of Betty 
Joe Booker, which letters purport to furnish information relative to the Booker 
murder. The communications addressed to Brown and those addressed to Feagins 
vi ere typewritten in upper case letters. An examination by the FBI Laboratory 
has concluded that the two letters addressed to Feagins and the first letter 
addressed to Brown were prepared on the same typewriter having Underwood Pica 
type. The second and fourth letters to Brown were prepared on the same typewriter 
having Underwood Elite type. The March 21 letter was not submitted for examination. 
No latent prints of value were developed on the Feagins letter but on the letters 
addressed to Brow, the one dated May 2, 1947 contained a latent palm print. 

Paper was of the kind that could be commonly purchased anywhere and the envelopes 
were those that could have been purchased in a post office. 


Investigation is continuing to ascertain the location of Underwood type¬ 
writers in the Texarkana, Texas area and to secure specimens from them. With the 
cooperation of the local post office inspector arrangements have been made to have, 
incoming letters on which the address is typed in all capitals scanned at the // 
Post Office to determine if such communications might bear a return address. {/■ s 


ACTION TO BE TAKEN 


This investigation is being followed and you will be kept advised of all/ 
developments.. RECORDED 

62 - 8 o 1 g*.-;.m A. 1 QA? IND ®ua> 








s*,XDm so? a, tax' 

Sirecior, F3L 

mmam subject, su ® mm mtwm* norm 

IXTCmiM 


fleurtel June JO* 19k7§ tm&mting that line&rpriMs of Charles 
Wym Bolaee, A33*3MQpJkkt «d Bmoe ikayhy 4wm» ASS»3®OSU36» be cospared 
with the unidentified latent finreMiriats previously submitted In the ease 

entitled «wmm sadim* Jam mmjikssm* bettt jo bookee, txctims, 

m xm , TmiausaAs, ?ms 9 apexi ?omvm» w ff»KBi pom-aix* police 

COOPEIiATlOR** 

Requested coeparieone conducted without affecting W tdentificatioBs* 
This report oasfireo Bufcel of June 30, 191*7 • 

CCi Little Book 


^CO^IS!^^ I y 
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C*> 


Mr. Tolao n 
Mr. E'. A. 'i'amm 
Ur. Clegg . 

Ur. Olavin_ 

Mr. Ladd -~ 

Ur. Nichols- 


Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Ega n 
Mr. Gurnea 
Mr. Harbo ~ 
Mr. Mohr 


v 



CY 


Ur,. penrungton_ 
Mr. Quinn Tanm 

Tele. Room_“ 

Mr. Nease__ 

Miss Gandy_ 











Specimens:jin g erprints of named suspects CHARLES WAYNE HOLMES, ASN 18209344, 
and BRUCE MURPHY JONES, ASN 38235436, be compared with the 
unidentified latents submitted in case entitled "UNSUB., JAMES PAUL 
MARTIN, BETTY JO BOOKER, VICTIMS, MURDER, TEXARKANSAS, TEXAS, 

APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETTEN FORTY-SIX, POLICE COOPERATION. f* 


Examination requested by: sac, Dallas 

Little Rock 

Date received: 6-30-47 raid 

Date of reference communication: 6-30-47 

Examination requested: fingerprint 

Examination by: Robyak 
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; Mr. Clu-;-* 

,. Llr. G:a\ in 


| Ip~. Lot!/ 

J pr. N;cl 

A Afr-r- “looen 


V j IJKt. Tracy „7 
j Mr. .. 

Mr. Gurnet: 
{; Mr. lUsrrbo 
Mr. Mohr ;. 


QatW 


FBI DALLAS 
'^DIRECTOR 


6-30-47 


10-54 AM 


ATTENTION SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 




. Mr. Per.nington. 


j Mr. Quinn Tam 


\Fr7a%F 


-— « W iwuivi^ JJ.INUL-.iL rXiWjJLKriUln 0JJ-LIJ.U1N / f ^ ' 

m - 7. bitl' 

UNSUE, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, VICTIM, EXTORTION. PLEASE COMPARE 
FINGERPRINT OF C HARLES WAYN e1[kOLMES, ASN ONE EIGHT TWO NAUGHT NINE 
THREE FOUR FOUR, AND BRUCE MURPHY^TONES, ASN THREE EIGHT TWO THREE 
FIVE FOUR THREE SIX, WITH UNIDENTIFIED LATENT PRINTS IN CASE ENTITLED,/ 
UNSUB JAM ES PAU LQi?ARTIN, -BET TY JOE^OO KER, VICTIMS, MURDER, TEXARKANA, 
TEX. APRIL FOURTEEN, FORTY SIX, POLICE COOP. SUTEL RESULTS IMMEDIATELY 
TO LITTLE ROCK AND DALLAS. 

WYLY Called Ident. tST^fTf Wf 

mmm » 1 OhLltiLzt- .jt.yFwr/ 


12-56PM OK FBI WASH DC CCW 


Called Ideut. 
-dfflacr.. 




d. C* i .» 


v 


















mt 3 * 2 $kt 


mcaat f 


SACS, BAUAS AND LITTLE BOCK 


UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FEAOISS, TOOK. REFERENCE TWO Ut!U ROCK LS3TOS JfJKE 
TRSITWINE. NO LBWTIFICATIQi TYPEWRITER Wafflm IOUR* OWE ONE GEE EIGHT 
TfifO SEVEN OR TIPEfRIfm OS ENVELOPES INCLUDED IN SUBMITTED EEIMWUX WITH 
QUESTIONED TIPBmiTlHO THIS CASS. CONCLUDED MHDPRD5TSD LET HR ID CAPTAIN 
GONZAULLAS PREPARED BT SANE PERSON AS KILCREASS EXTORTION LETTER. NO CON¬ 
CLUSION BANWRITTBN QONZAULLAS LETTBi, ROT COHPAMLE. 


HOOPER 


68—$086L 


OSKiSK 


cct mr nil 


'Pmsss!: 



■[»*'■ ; -------- t /-; 

■ . ;--tw U:|-; .■ . . *.*; _ . " 1 

£jivv;.;;ll^ra®s destroyssb 

, v _ : ,* ; - ' ' / •; . '*{ * ... , ^ 

JL6 1964 


W“*y 16 1964 

": t £^ . \iW% / '• r ’ 










V 



•: :V' ; -*-•«. 








iT‘ 


RECORDED 


2 m 


UNI 


:ral bureau of investigation 

STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Laboratory Work Sheet Recorded 7-3-47 



l*; 4 ® 68110 


12500 NOON anfo 


He . UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

’ Elmer Edward Faagins • VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


File # 
Lab. # 


62-80864 

D-68*14C' 

62-80864 -/ 



LAB. FILE 

Examination requested by: miM (9-6X6) 

Date of reference communication: X«tt«r 6»25 , *47 Date received: 6-28-47 

Examination requested: ® GCUm * n t * Fingerprint 

Result of Examination: Examination by: nFX • 


~yU) (Ls&^-ty 7-/-SO/4- 

CC: Lit tie Rock 




. ROBYAK 


Specimens submitted for examination 


066 One white envelope bearing address handprinted in pencil "Captain Gkmsallus 
* c/o Texas Police Static Texarkana, Texas Personal", postmarked 
"TEXARKANA, ARK - TEX MAT 3 1966 1-PM". 

047 Accompanying latter handprinted in peneil on a sheet of ruled table# 

paper beginning "Please bum ae soon as read. 

Q 68 A pises of thin whits paper containing latter typewritten beginning 
"Texarkana Texas May 6 , 1947 Mr. Maxwell Welsh Diet. Atty. Bowie Co. 

Boston Texas Friend Another thing that 1 have found.» and 

elgned«G. B. 


Q49 One large white envelope bearing typewritten address "Capt. M* T. 

Gongasallaus C /0 Texas Police Station Texarkana, Texas. Personal", 
postmarked "TEXARKANA, ARK * TEX JUN 26 1966 2 PM". 

Q50 Accoapanying letter typewritten on a small sheet of notebook paper 
beginning "Capt, Gonxallaus: Boms time ago you were written 
The following deeeribed typewriters are located at the Cotton Belt RR. Freight Office, 
K70 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from} Texarkana, Te 
a standard underwood Typewriter Model 5, serial # 3 , 563 , 966 . 

One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
a Standard Undsrwood Typewriter, Model 5, serial #2,174,739. 

(hie sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
a Standard Underwood typewriter, Model 5 , serial #2,114,056. 

RETURN EVIDENCE. 

:^gS ( j#|L 


171 

K72 


Continued on next page 














$2-80864 
0-68414 CT •; '• 

SPECIMENS » (Continued) 

K73 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
a Standard underwood Typewriter, Model $, serial #2028391. 

K74 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
an Underwood Standard Typewriter, Model 5* serial #1919450. 

K75 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
a Standard Underwood Typewriter, Model 5, serial #1803876-5. 

K76 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten epeeimene from 
an Underwood standard Typewriter, serial #555,743 - 16. 

K77 One sheet of white paper containing known typewritten specimens from 
a standard Underwood Typewriter, serial #442646. 

K70 One sheet of thin white paper containing known typewritten specimens 
from a Standard Undsrwood Typewriter, jf ferial #1770573 * 5. 

579 One sheet of thin white paper containing known typewritten epeeimene 
from a Portable standard Underwood Typewriter# Model Champion, serial 
#S 5575267-41. 









* STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


9 9 

ce Memorandum • united states government’ 


TO : ' DIRECTOR, FBI 

from : SAC, DALLAS 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMKR KDWAR fH-EAOTMK - ¥Tt:T M 
EXTORTION 

BUREAU'FILE 62-80864 


date: June 25,1947 


ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

Enclosed herewith are samples from ten Underwood typewriters located at 
the Cotton Belt Railroad Office, Texarkana, Texas. The serial numbers are as 
follows: 


442 ,646 
555,743 


1,770,573 

1,808,876 


1,919,450 

2,028,391 


2,114,056 

2,174,739 


3,563,966 

5,575,267 


It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with the questioned 
specimens Q -25 through Q-45, previously submitted by the Dallas Division in the 
case entitled "UNKNOWN SUEJECTS, BETTT_J%^OKER; JAKES PAU^SSOTlN, VICTIMS, 

APRIL 14,1946, TEXARKANA,TEXAS, POLICE COOPERATION. LABORATORY NOS. D 6676 I, 
D66773, and D67910." 

Enclosed also is the letter dated May 6, 1947, Texarkana, Texas, to Mr. 
MAXWELL WELSH, District Attorney, Bowie County, Boston, Texas, It is requested 
that this typewritten letter also be compared with the typing on the questioned 
specimens set forth above* 


I Enclosed also is one handwritten letter beginning "Please burn,...", 

\ stapled to an envelope postmarked May 3, 1946, Texarkana,.Ark.,rex.,addressed 

\ to “Captain Gonzallus, yb Texas Police station, Texarkana, Texas", it is re- 

\ quested that this handwritten letter be compared with the handwritten letter 
J being submitted by the Tittle Mock division in the case entitled "Unknown 
O Subject; fLC'YS0^ReASE, Victim, aXTutTION". 

yip' Also enclosed is one typewritten letter beginning "Capt. Gonzallaus: 

yjiome tin® ago......", which is attached to an envelope addressed to "Capt*. M.T. 

3 /o/ ^ongazallaus", postmarked at Texarkana, Ark.Tex., June 24, 1946. It is requested 
ia tmat the typing appearing on this envelope and letter be compared with the 
ol^^.iy^swriting in the questioned specimens set forth above. 

it is also requested that both of the above mentioned letters addressed ! 
25 > to Captain GONZAULLAS be processed for latent fingerprints. It should be noted 
2 however that both the letters have been handled by members of the Texas Rangers 
and Bowie County Sheriff's Office. In the event latent prints are developed, 

^ elimination prints will be secured and forwarded. : / 


;o_ the 


it is also requested that the DalBSjPQBdPIiSttle Rock Off±ces-b'e ^advis 
by teletype of the results of this examination. , p 

, . INDEXED »> J “ L 8 . . I / 

further, it is requested that all of enclosures be.vfj8^ne<^^ 

Dallas office, with the exception of the typing jfljffl. Ifl 

cc/ Little Rock WDP/amg #9-63.6 .. J 











REPORT 
of the 


laboratory JL 


FEDERAL BUREAlWk INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 


U%%U Reek 




' ** %h * w " l5aaU <*» 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


tMtStfgjr ftCSOTti 

aim) moffiASE - Tam* ■ 

mtvmm ■ : . . '■ 

Examination requested by: 

Reference: Little Reek 

. Examination requLetter JttlHI 27, 1947 

Specimens: tk&mmfo 


YOUR FILE NO, 
FBI FILE NO. 

$ 0,335 


recorded .'^^573 17 


/ 3 f* 



«sssa?'ia»' *** ^ ^ 

aS^rS^ 1 |^£,£ r V“ ram ^ 'xw«n* a budjefcart «*. 

»gc peac-u. akpaalMg *ror jour iraaredlats at«***<».• *.*«*■■'. 


Mr. Tolaon____ 
Mr. E. a. Tamm 
Mr. Cleg g ■* ~ 

Mr. Glavln 

Mr. Ladd -j 

Mr. Nichols / 

Mr.' Rosen 
Mr.. .Tracy m 

Mr, Carsor r~~~T t 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Ournea ~ 
Mr. Harbo " 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr, Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Nease_“ 

Miss Gandy * 


fes^t of 


printing, appearing on the tmvlopomi letter ° r ,!f wd ’ • 

*? *» 5*** "URk^f^act, 

* >OT * ra ' eajpiiaj slvtia. Extorts cn w . Lursau file &2~s.y<&/ & «««»* 9 

5t3^WSffirSl^S®ii *>*«•• M 0 » iadlvsema 


V- twvpaxw' yaff i^EUOTrrii 
1 

nchrrlt ln g on 

tittle Seek/.. 

BUREAU 0HNVESTI6AT10N 


letter- to Captain vtmkkulXas. tleoig; 
s«ia* case. Bureau file 62-88364. beoeu, 

<&>'*»*»<* ftceptiiBu eltf 
©d 02 Hated above. . 





%r 

m hmde-p 











.. i$mda*et <n&SiMwu- : £ll*-$M0S66.*•*» to - 

the'la&oru&cry 'for emmmtlea % the' iapLiae; ttf&de wife.,«. letter dated 
Jose 2% 1947. ^ Specie*®* Q5X throo^i '453 of Saresa £$&e-tft49p&i4 «km m&~- 
nit tod to tii# .laboratory for .emssiaatiois ^thedaU^ office eit*» * letter 
doted Juc» 28, 1747. ' \ ■* 

The hmdpri«ting -appearing ©a apecisau*. 41 and 42 *&s searched 
'tbrs*#* tee'Urtmateirar** laoaywoae letter/TUe without • <tt£x*fr .«s an idwafel- 
fionttoa# A eudteble plct<jgrs.,^aio ceiy of tM» mtmlai ddiv be added to 
the- Aawnyeuu* letter file for fetere refereruse ai*. oom^erliea*. . 

' - peoioenso 41 end 42 were "not treated for- tee derelo|«i«».t of la~ 
'tent fte^crpriiaie because sooto exmlmllccs eefi not requested aid b&cmm 
of the date, JaeKery 4*9, 1947, on 'tbo postmark. '. 

.\ ' At requested the signature-of iloyd ftfloream appearing ©a a 

fingerprint card located in the Identification l&viaim at a. remit of a 
mce search eat ©oapajred with the hm4grfn%%t$ m speelmna wl and 42 , bo*~ 
er^a poeitiee ©ooelusim? w»« not reached *e' to whether !ji lereaaa prepared 
the handprint Sup oa epeoieenf 41 and 42 because the handeritton 'aigoatare 
eat not cmparafele with the handprinting, -'the *l|j»*twe of >'ilorea#e wee 
also cceif&red with the handaritten letters to Captain CooaaeHaa, designated 
a* 451 through s<53 fa lures© -file 6£-<=so«64, hm«**r, a -positive eeneiwsien - 
me - act reaped as to irtseteer 151exmetr prepared the haadarlttm let-tare 
d«#i seated as Q5L through 457 in i^man file 62-«§Qd6A, because the eigjaebasne 
»s not adequate for mitefcU owperiwaR with this -toerderitU^. 

* ■ " ■ ■ 4 - 

: lf -for any tm$m >-EMsfd Ellcrca.se la' mapeotod ef having jpropared ’ 
'turn hetidjud-titot!-letter la this eo§# or sriy of tee mteriel la te* Mnw 
'case,'it la sagpeeted that Aaaea bandsrittdg asd bands»inil»£ epeelmns bo 
obtained fro®- Ailcrcase for ajeperiwca with. tee questioned headprlnted »*-■ 
teriel in this cate and the quasi lowed imdpr lilted end fetedwriiicr material 
ia tfee-yeagiae ©am* 

, * -. ; .... / 

for your ig^mm%im t the. fingerprint card of r lcyd Eilereaee fro» 
ehich the ewwdoitlea dieted above waamde, ma a national Tefeaet 'Profirm 
fingerpriitt card fregmaid-tiieo i'iloreaee appAled for. the Job of a welder for 
the ioeeolidated -*teel Cc^’pcratioz,-. IMe fingerprint caxtlvm eulr/.iied her, 
the 1 c* Departaieat at - Orange, tern®, the f©Hoeing infoTeniSnn me gSMK 
on tee fiTcerprint cards 

Sate frigis-tak*a.' .-■ Aegasi 3, 1942 '.*#• 

. AdWreee- •-• 'JI4 ftBipmed, ■ , • 

i«maaoana. Atft&ttees ‘ 
bate of birth ‘ • 17, 1*?04 ... 

MiHibpSaee ' »' • -- tibumi 

Bsige. 2 . ' v ... 

#J>-6«571 CT - V CcatiJBO*r-csr umt page 








8mdj$*t X* 

SMrltM 160 pcWffldta . 

Stair -- , &r 0 Mt 

%ym •; Mm- . 

r ' : .. • 

; . .. - .• . Avtom&e 

Cc&va . -taali scar ok rigUi * . 

■' Xante?. lip 

, 4 it» «ri|jio»z #^&eo«s, together’ t m |lswfeogr*iMc- t&pim 

m'.retftraad to thg UHIt Swsk mim'W air mix a&*eJU& 

deliver ■«& JUOy. X947. fliotefisw^ic copi*# Stahta inn r#t*ia»d £m ' 
tlia oaapletioa ©r Vhk Itatac^atoyjr*# 'fUeiau ,. 


bb«« $ : 








STANDARD FORM NO.'64 


Office Memomndum • 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mom 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Little Rock 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT} 
floyd44ilchease - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


DATE: 6-27-47 


6857 ; 


EXTORTION _ Attn} ' FBI laboratory 

4 & ' V ' ' 

Encl^oS^d -herew ith is a letter received by Mr/lELOYD KILCREASE. The 
envelope bears postmark Texarkana Ark - Tex, Jan, 29, vL947.* The letter reads 
“Fpr your immediate attention---—.** 

| . 

It is Requested that this letter be searched through the extortion 
file and the results furnished the Little Rock and Dallas Field Divisions. It 
is requested that the handwriting be compared with the signature of FLOYD f 

KILCREASE appearing >on his fingerprint card and this office advised if there 
is enough similiarity to warrant taking additional specimens from KILCREASE. / 




//t 


TShclj 

cc} Dallas 
Registered Mail 


0^ 






- - -T; SPECIMENS'RETAIN CO 

FOR lAB. ACTION AND REPORT 

<fbb 




> \' 
r 










.■.' j>~~- •'*;.V .c~ jr*'- J 'Sv?"• IS&I ' 




RECORD®* 


*a* ?» am 


Director* £i& ' f " >" 

UHKtfOWf SUBJECT* . . - 

wm Kmmim - view* 

grrnRnr ra 


Raurtsl JteQy 2, l£itf. Too photqgr*pbic copies and origin: 
thj« ri—j designated as QX and Q2' foraardsd your. office herewith. 


Am UE 


CQKtbnor 



. Tolso n_ 

* E'. A. 

..Cleg g “ 

. Qlavi n 

. ladd... - 

. Nichols 
. Rosen 
. Trac y 

. Carson_ 

. Egan , 

. Qurne a• 

.■ Harb o . % 

► Moh r 

. Pennington_ 

► Quinn Tamm 
•Tele. Roo m 
•Mr. Nease 

Miss Gandy_ 


| COiyiMUWICATlO^^BECTiQM J. 

I. ".-v - . L E oYf *>. I ' ' 

{ f aul '3 - 1947 - p m ! 


- r F£ ?|Pr ^REju.o.f idVES'riaATioM' 

- r L *™ 1 r) 0EP/ )P™ENT OF JUSTICE 


m m 


rn gg.. 

o . r~ 

fti : ;' ; . 

■ «E 


-IM3JT' 












C. 


FBI - LITTLE ROCK JULY £, 1S4 7 4-40P CST EURP 

DIRECTOR 

URGENT.ATTENTION - FBI LABORATORY 


o 


UNSUBJECT, FLOYD KTLCREASE, VIKEX. EXPEDITE FORUARDING AMSD ORI 
GINAL AND TWO PHOTOSTATIC COPIES EXTORTION LETTER THIS CASE. 













Invoice of Contents from 
EBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. : 


Case References 


Consigned to: 


#62-80864 


Elmer Edward Feagina - Victim 


S~ fc 



List of Contents 


D-69370 AS 


K 103 Cfa© receljJt book 




Mr. Harbo, 7641 
Mr. Conrad, 7142 
Mr. DoWnln^^763,2, 
Mr. SiMir 
Mr, Bachman, 7121 


y £ .J? ■/. ^ 
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SPECIAL 


INSTRl 


Iti ONS: Mail Room, place date, of shipment and registry number; Shipping Room, show 
l and initial this invoice; then return it to person whose name is checked in column at 
8 lIM/ed name has been initialled, invoice should be placed in administrative file 
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stanSwd form NO. 94 


} '* \ v ' \ '??!*...-i V* 

<?'*■ v •-. y^fl; •*V- =3 jV A V • V 


.V«';-VJ : i 


Office IS/UmOi^mJdM • united st^pP-IIovernment 


/ V FI 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 

SAC, little Rock 

UNKNOW SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWAHETTEAGINS - VICTIM 
EXTORTION (Bureau file 62-80864) 


DATE: 7-8-47 


68795 


Attn i FBI LABORATORY 


\ Enclosed herewith is a specimen fran a Demountable typewriter located 

lt^CMd,.Brothers f Garage, 37th and County, Texarkana, Arkansas.- The serial 
number of this machine could not be located. 

'■£ . 

It is requested that this specimen be compared with all questioned 
typewriting specimens in this case. 


DOSl/ih 

9-320 

ccj Dallas (9-616) 
AMSD - Registered 




can «* ffvf* 
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REPORT 
of the 


laboratory 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 

•. : .rJuly 16, 1947 

,! SAC, Little Rook 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; " 

Elmer Edward Faagins - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Examination requested by: Little Rook 


^4# e 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


YOUR FILE NO. 9~320 

&gg* CT 

tY-fcf D-6S796 CT 


/V : 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


Letters dated July 8 , 1947 
Document 


Specimens: 


Mr. To Ison__ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_“ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Lad d 
Mr. Nichol s ~ 
Mr. Rose n ~ W 
•Mr.--Trac y-., : . 

Mr : . Carson__ 

.Mr.' Egan__ 

* Mr. Gurnea__ 

Mr. Harbo 
' Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Penningtori_ 
Mr; Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Ngase/7 ~ 
Miss- Gandy/ 

~ 


D -68795 CT 

1592 <“5*r> <*?<*' 1. 1947 and containing known 

ty^written specimen taken from a Demountable tyoewriter ]nr>a a + 
Do^ Brothers. Baraga, 37th and County, T.i?kS?^toLaa ? 

D-68796 CT 

193 tooro typewritten apeclren. 

Vo, r^. Underwood Typewriter, serial number 2 , 110 , 740 . 

' COn -^ i S in8 knowi typewritten specimens 

V paper c staining known typewritten specimens 

Xgu %8 »ft^ Dnder " 00<i Iype,rlter > “rtl 3,569,686, 


24Little 




$ oriiBuOlUMre! - < REGISTERED MAIL 




Continued on next page. 







S96 One sheet of shits paper containing known typewritten specimens 
taken from a Standard. Underwood Typewriter, serial number 701,747 • 
197 Three sheets of shite paper containing known typewritten specimens 
taken from a Standard Underwood Typewriter, located in roan number 
302, Wilier County Court House, Texarkana, Arkansas. 

K98 One sheet of shite paper containing known typewritten specimens 
taken from a Portable Underwood typewriter, Champion, located in 
•room 212, Miller County Court House. 

199 Two sheets of shite paper containing known typewritten specimens 
taken from a Standard Underwood Typewriter, serial number 2,049,612 

Result of Examinations 

This report confirms and supplements the Bureau teletype of duty 9, 
1947. . 

It sas concluded that the typewriters listed above as 192 through 
199 were not used to prepare any of the questioned typewriting received 
in connection with this case. 

The original evidence listed above as K92 through 199 is returned 
to the little Rock office herewith. Ho photographic copies of tide 
material have been retained. 


D-63795 CT, D-68796 Cl 
Page tso 
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STANDARD ^ORM NO* 64 


■ -sip 

I? v- if", 


Office Memorandum 



TO 

SUBJECT: 


FROM : 


Director, FBI 
SAC, Little Rock 


• UNITED STATESlSOVERNMENT 

DATE: 7-8-47 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWAReCfEAGINS - VICTIM 


EXTORTION (Bureau file 62-80864) Attn* FBI LABORATORY 


Encl osed , herewithjare specimens frad six Underwood typewriters 
located at thgvMiller County^Courthouse, ,Texarkana, Arkansas, and a specimen 
from an Underwood typewriter located at the\nahsas City Southern Railway 
Office, Texarkana, Texas, The serial numbers are as follows* 


Miller County Courthouse 

,/W 




2,110,,740 1 
684,4U 
3,569,686 \v4 
701,747 

Noiseless (Room 302) 
Portable (Room 212) 




Kansas City Southern Railway 
2,049,6^2 


% 



It will be noted that lower-case specimensj as well as upper-case 
specimens, have been secured frcm machines having Pica type. 


It is requested that these typing specimens be compared with all 
questioned typewriting specimens in this case. 


The Dallas and Little Rock Divisions should be advised of the results 
of the examinations by teletype. 


DOSl/ih 












w 


ToIso n ' 

E. A. Tamm_ 
Clegg__ 
Olavln 
Ladd “ 


REPORT 

of the 






LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D, C. 


To: 


July 17, 1947 


SAC, Dali** 




There follows the report of the FBI Laboratory on the examination 
of evidence received from your office on July 9, 1947. This report 
confirms and supplement* the Bureau*s wire of July 9, 1947. 


, f . 




V John Edgar Hoover, Director. 



Re: 


CNKNOIN SUBJECT* 

Elmar Edward Feaglns - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Examination requested by: 

Reference: 

Latte* dated July 8, 1947 

Examination requested: 


YOUR FILE.NO. 


pbi F,L ^ii§i6 

REOORDE® n 62-80864 “• 

, D-68803 CT 



Specimens: 


Document 



Q54 One pieae of white paper containing typewriting in upper case letters, 

message beginning "WHO KILLED.......on reverse side appears 

the name "Jimia Thirton" handwritten in ink. 

£100 Five sheets of white paper containing known typewritten specimens taken 
from an Baderwsesod Standard Typewriter, serial numiber 641*806^11. 

K101 Four sheets ©f white paper containing known typewritten specimens taken 
from a Standard Etoderwood Typewriter, aerial number 3,761,682. 

Result of Examination i. . 

It was coneluded that the questioned typewriting appearing on specimens 
Q25* Q26, 040 through 049. 045, Q49, Q5Q and Q54 was prepared on the type- 
iii I I in nij | 1 ii pi hi i II 111, i»i 1 in n listed above as K100. 
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2-DafLlIa • , . n lO 
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1 -Lalor^atoij^ ^7 |94T ,P.M« 
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It waa further concluded that the typewriting appearing on spec! mm 
Q27, Qp&, 43d, 439 and 444,was prepared on the typewriter need to prepare 
the evidence listed above as JO.Q1* 

Unless advised to the contrary, the original evidence listed above la 
being retained in the files of the Laboratory* 


L-6S8Q3 CT 
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“VrANDAft^FQF^Vt NO. 64 

* J&r. 


t:J; 


Office 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM : SAC, Dallas 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDVJARE^TEAGINS - 

EXTORTION _ ■ 

(Bureau File 62-80864 


July 8, 1947 


INS - Victim; 


ATTENTION: . 
FBI Laboratory 


Enclosed herewith are five pages ^f typewriting frpm Underwood 
typewriter. Serial No. 641,806/'arid four pages of/typewriting 
from Underwood typewriter. Serial No, 3,76l,682//lBoth of the 
typewriters are located in the office of W. GtfmJHL, 108 East 
Third Street, Texarkana, Arkansas. 

It is requested that this typewriting be compared with the 
questioned specimens of upper and lower case typewriting in 
this case. 

<& 

Also enclosed herewith is one questioned note beginning, ,f Who killed 
* Cock . . , H It is also requested that this typewriting be compared 
with the questioned specimens of upper case typewriting in this case. 

It is requested that the Dallas and Little Rock Divisions be 
advised by teletype immediately of the results of the examination 
of the typewriting from the two above mentioned typewriters. 
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W)P:FB 

9-616 

REGISTERED-AMSD 
cc-Little Rock (9-320) 
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W j’ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J'_v“ 


CC-150 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
Transmit the following message to: 


y ■ JULY 9, 194? 


SAC, DALLAS 

LITTLE BOCK 


AIR.-8 


RETEL BALIAS JUNE EIGHTH. UNSUB, ELiKt EDTffiRD fEAGIKB, VIEEK. FINGERPRINTS 




MADELINE MAH'* 


NOT IDENTICAL LATENT FINGERPRINTS FRIFIODSLT SUBMITTED IN 


CASE ENTITLED QUOTE UNSUB, JAMES 


* BETTI VICTIM, MURDER, 


TEXARKANA, TEXAS, APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETEEN IDRTTSIX, POLICE COOPERATION UNQUOTE, 


HOOVES 


JRiCJO 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Air. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


MMWKHtNURmi 




: COPIES OESTJBIOJC 

: 11 NOV 10 1964 


« • * v- <3 ■> * : * 


SENT VIA. 


5^ 










(^Federal bureau of invesi^honj 
'nited states department ofjustic 

, mz % i$a— 


wamt 


TO:. COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. '• , ' jv 

Transmit the following message to: MX& LITTLE WG& 
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**d foansoim rmmm on uNDsaroou typewriter number three seveh six one 
sfk.rnom wo» spEoaaws <js TtiBrmvE, lmms* forty Tasjixj^^mTiTHRBE, 

FOHTIOT^ JORTBINI, FIFTY AND QUESTIONED NOTE SOaHTTED WITH REFERENCE L®* 
TER PREPARED OH HSDEWOGD TIPURCtm REUSER SIX W® ONE EIGHT KASOfiT SIX CASH 
ELEVEN* ■ BOTH SmSt TU* 0 rKn*ES » OFFICE OF W* 0 * KIE. 
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JMwrXit July 12* 19li7, sutaUting fingerprint# and pain print* «f 
Madalia* Mary Jana* for ee*par.iiMo purpose# la inatao* caaa, yoor file 

Wjigorpriat# *»d pal* prigt* MfeaUttd eetff«r*4 with latent pajto 
print developed on iiat/ia^ ea*o* with latent fingerprints davwioped in 
asm JOS BOaSBR * JAMS* mt, m»m Munior «m« mA with latent pa* print 
developed in ?XBQZI STARKS Murder *##», without offeoting any. identification** 


- iio prior r**ord for MUb Janee* . Tbia individual *a#ign*d,IF8I« 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


68210 


Date recorded: 12:Q0 NooR 

Single Fingerprint Report • 


Case: HE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; Number: 62-80864-146' 

ELMER EDWARD FEAGHJS - Victim 
EXTORTION 

Specimens : Fingerprints and two sets of palm prints of suspect MADELINE MART 
JAlffiS, submitted for comparison with the unidentified latents 
previously submitted in connection with the case entitled "UNKNOWN 
SUBJECT; BETTY JOE BOOKER; JAMES PAUL MARTIN - VICTIMS; MURDER, 
April 14, 1946, Texarkana, Texas; POLICE COOPERATION," and the - 
murder case of VIRGIL STARKS, May 3, 1946, at Texarkana, Arkansas. 


Examination requested by: sac. Little Rock 
Date received: 7 - 17-47 mod 
Date of reference communication:7-12-47 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 

CC:Dallas 


Examination by: 




«W'7f 

./\V. / . y a. - . . JL/. 


Robyak- 







STANDARD FORM NO. 64 ^ 0 v 

^ - • # . 

Office Memorandum • united states "government ' 


to : Director, FBI 

from SAC, little Rock 

subject: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWARjjfFEAGINS - Victim 
LA EXTORTION 


Bureau File 62-8086k 


DATE: July 12, 191*7 


ATTN: SINGLE FINGERPRINT SECTION 


Enclosed herewith are the fingerprints and pa Imprints of MADELINE MARI 
JAMES# 

It is requested that the palmprints be compared with the unidentified 
latent paImprint developed on Q39* as set forth in your letter idated 
May 28, 19k7,-in the case entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTI JOE^BOOKER; 
JAMES PAU^^MARTTN - Victims; MURDER, April Ik, 19k6, Texarkana, Texas; 
POLICE COOPERATION*” It is also requested that the palmprints submitted 
be compared with the unidentified latent pa Imprint in the murder of 
VIRGIj^TARKS, May 3» 19k6, at Texarkana, Arkansas# 

The fingerprints submitted herewith should be given routine handling 
through the Identification Division after they have served their purpose 
in this examination# 


i^U 

<23 f 


It is requested that both the Little Rock and Dallas Divisions be 
advised of the results of this examination. 


DGSi/rp 

9-320 

Enclosures 
REGISTERED MAIL 

cc - Dallas (9-616) 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 S 

# W 

Office Memorandum • united states government 





Director, FBI 
SAC, Little Hock 


DATE: . July 12, 1947 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWARD* FEAGINS 
EXTORTION 


Bureau File 62-80864 


- Victim 


G8916 


ATTN: FBI LABCEATCET 


Enolosed herewith are 15 gages cf handwriting and'handprinting 
specimens of MADELINE MAR fjmSr- 

Tliese specimens were taken between 2:00 PM and 5:00 FM on 
July 10, 1947 a at which time Miss JAMES appeared nervous and 
was endeavoring to distort her handwriting, as well as her 
handprinting* No suggestions were made to Miss JAMES during the 
taking of the specimens* All specimens were written with the 
right hand* The specimens are arranged in the enclosed 
cellophane envelope in the order in which they were taken, the 
first specimen being on top* It is requested that the specimens be 
compared with specimens 046, 047> 05l» 052, and 053 in Bureau File 
62-80864, and with specimens Ql and Q2 in Bureau File 9-13458, 
entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT; FL0ID KILCREASE - Victim; EXTORTION. 

It is requested that the Little Rock and Dallas Divisions be^g. 
advised of the results of the examinations ^ ^ 

DOSi/rp / 

9-320 X $ 

Enclosures - 15 ^ /$ 

REGISTERED MAIL ~ ^ I ^ % <^> . . 

co - Balias (9-616) .-.o 
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r^^Z^OTECIMENS RETAINED IN LAB 
FOR LAB. ACTION AND REPORT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 7-9-47 11:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 
Case: REs UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, VTKEX 


NumbetMi>2-S0864 


Specimens: Requested fingerprints named suspect, MADELINE MMY JAMES 
be com oared with the unidentified latents in the case entitled "UNSUB, 
JAMES PAUL MARTIN, PETTY JOE BOOKER, VICTIM MURDER, TEXARKANA,’ TEXAS 
APRIL M, 1946, POLICE COOPERATION.'' 


■Examination requested by: SAC,-Dallas 


Date received: 


7-9-47 amb 


Date of reference communication: 7-8-47 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


•Result of examination: - 


SUTEL 


CCs Little Rock 


Examination by: 
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fill RECTOR URCE^ 

UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FLAG INS, VIKEX, ATTENTION.' SINGLE TTNGElfPR I NT 
SECTION. IT IS.REQUESTED THAT THE FINGERPRINTS OF MADELINE MARY M 
/(pJAMES BE COMPARED WITH UNIDENTIFIED LATENT PRINTS IN CASE ENTITLED 
"UNSUB, JAMES PAUJ^MARTIN, BETTY JO^KTOKER, VICTIM MURDER, TEXAR¬ 
KANA, TEXAS, APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETEEN.FORTY SIX, POLICE COOPERATION." 
FINGERPRINTS OF JAMES WERE SUBMITTED BY WAR DEPARTMENT, RED RIVER 

ORDNANCE DEPOT, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, WHERE SHE WAS EMPLOYED ON'-MARCH 

/ 

TWENTY SEVEN, FORTY FOUR. BORN MARCH TWENTY FOUR, NINETEEN NAUGHT 
SIX, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER FOUR THREE TWO DASH NAUGHT ONE DASH 
SEVEN NAUGHT EIGHT FIVE. SUTEL LITTLE ROCK AND DALLAS RESULTS^ 0 

EXAMINATION. 


K DALLAS RESULTS OF 


WYLY C*'l)cd ldont. 
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^^ JJ M *'■'' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/a ’ V-. 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE.WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

^ WHICH MADE 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


7/23/47 




CHANGED: // \ 

MADELINE MARY JAMES j 

ELMER EDWARIWEAGINS - VICTIM; 


fiue NO. 9_616 B vr 


REPORT MADE BY 


W. DM 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


EXTORTION 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


'* 


\iP>. 




Additional letters received by Captain M. T. 

GONZAULLAS, Texas Rangers, regarding individuals 
mentioned in BROWN’S letters are set forth. Hand¬ 
printed letter to GONZAULLAS identified by FBI Lab 
as being prepared by the same individual who wrote 
the handprinted extortion letter to FLOYD KILCREASE. 
Typewriters used in preparing questioned notes located 
in Office of W. 0. KUHL, Texarkana, Arkansas, where 
subject employed. Authorized complaint filed against 
subject and further facts being reported by Little . . 
Rock Division^ * ) ' v ’ s. (A; * 


- RUC - 

REFERENCE: • Report of Special Agent W. DEWEY PRESLEY dated 6/12/47, l 
at Dallas, Texas. 

■ Report of Special Agent DALE 0. SIMPSON dated 6/24/47, 
at Little Rock, Arkansas. 


DETAILS: 


The title of this case has been marked changed to add the 
name of the subject MADELINE MARY JAMES. 


At the suggestion of Captain M. T. GONZAULLAS, Texas Rangers, 
who was in charge of the investigation of the various murder cases at Texar¬ 
kana, Texas;, during March and April, 1946, Texas Ranger STEWART STANLEY 
checked the files of these cases at the Bowie County Sheriff’s Office and 
discovered the following three letters that had been received by Captain 
GONZAULLAS. y 

\ /ihe first letter is a handprinted letter bearing postmark 


Letter is a typewritten 


APPROVED AN CM 
FORWARDED f 


r special, agent 
in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


&P1ES SffiSTROYl 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


^ - Little Rock (1 USA Ft y Smith) 
2 - Dallas 
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V. B. OOTHENMENT PRINTING 0FFI09 7 2034 










letter which bears postmark of “June 24, ; 1946, 3„.PM, Texarkana, Ark. Tex. 
This.letter is typewritten in the lower case. The third letter was also 
postmarked during. 1946 but the remaining part of the postmark has been 
torn off. This letter was received by Captain GONZAULLAS and is a hand¬ 
written letter. The last two letters were mailed in a three cent stamped 
envelope of the long type that can be purchased at the Post Office. The 
first letter is in a small envelope arid the stamp has been placed on the 
envelope. These letters are being set forth: 


I. "Soon as read no time to lose 


for lives are in danger 


“Captain Gonzallus: - 
The. writer would like to meet you personally, but every 
movement is being watched, on account thinking writer overheard 
conversation or least portion of it. Wish you would never give 
me. away ever if you knew as my life would not be worth any more 
to these parties than was of those lately murdered. 

"Please believe this, gun of German make, using .45 or 38 caliber, 
was borrowed recently for more trouble, so. watch this week end 
for something or later. They said that had gotten by with so raych 

Charleg&Holmes is carrier of gun, gotten *- 

3 lives oh Garland, Jones on Locust Sts. 


& / Bruct 


% Jones Holmes 

*6n or near Mount Olive, they said had 40 or 50 to cover up fc 
alibis if ever questioned. Holmes said like first girl murdered, 
well enought no one else riot to have her did not mentiori last, 
couple. Holmes is clever and cunning gotten by with stealing and 
rapping arid has- plenty to help him, as his dad is law on Ark side, 

"Said H cl\Holmes was carrying gun for own protection and would 
have, good alibi of March 24. This is true and hope you will see' 
into this as are getting braver please burn this, even tho true, 
writer would be killed if ever known, this is valuable to you. 
Shake"~him down. But please burn. Writer will not signname as 
want to live." . 


II. . . : ' ■ ■ .. . •' •-. ; ‘ 

"Capt. Gonzallaus: - 

"Some time ago you were written a letter, concerning three different 
parties, addressed to you at Texas Police Station, and whether you 
got it or not, is not known. 










(letter cont'd) 

•’Sometimes letters written like this seem to be.maybe to you 
people not too much importance, but to others possibly would ' • 

mean their life. This letter referred to was.written in time be¬ 
fore the Starks' murder and you were given three names and this 
is another note or letter written in behalf of lives of people 
who care to live, but cannot come to you. Trusting you are not 
; ’ favoring no certain Ark. Law man or his friend, which is not 
written in any way, shape or manner, as an accusation of any 
kind with reference to our laws or you. If you will do some 
question^ think you will have something, as as what we need in 
this town is co-operation and no pay off. Talk getting mighty 
big and brave and time getting ripe, so.get busy and watch these 
people, , ... 

"Trust you will keep this confidential as you said you would in 
the newspaper, is not written with spirit of railing things up, 
but with all good intention to help protect the lives of not only 
one person, but possibly many. 

"If you will check Blue two door Sedan, without top, you, of it' ,, 
had been the findings, no doubt would of been an advantage to you. 

This Sedan belongs to boy not over 24, North of Texarkana, Arkansas.' 
Has been washed and rewashed, and had two friends to help him, and 
gun was returned to one of them. Keep that confidential, confidential 
as it measn the lives of more than one." 

III. ' *. . ; _ . • "••’ •■h.. ' ■■ . . 

Dear Captain: - 

"As some people have hobbies I have one looking at different 
license number, especially State licenses and have tried to 
find you in or on the phone and am told you were, out and wish you 
would keep this confidential. While travelling out highway toward 
Little Rock noticedcar parked near railroad track and it backed 
out, since then learned car the night Mr. Stark's was murdered was 
parked close to railroad track, road where told Mrs. Starks went 
across to sisters house and this car number 85-399 Arkansas and 
saw it since on trips to Texarkana, but just recently learned the 













:.DL ^9-616;.;. ^ ■ '■ \ . .... 

(letter cont'd) ; .. •; ’• 

car man or woman eused was parked, there 1 reason for not letting 

you know sooner. Man'and only one man occupied'car and this car A'." ‘ 

, turned in-road close to Martindale farm. 

' ■“- -."Hope this will help you some. 1 ’ . ' 

■ .*'• • The letters were.submitted to. the FBI Laboratory for an 

examination and the Laboratory, advised that the handprinted letter waa> 
prepared by the same individual as the. one who prepared the handwritten 
extortion note to FLOLD KILCltLAbL which was. submitted by the Little Hock 
division in the case entitled ''UNANOSiTN SUBJLCijFLQTD KILCREASE, VICTIM; • .- 
EXTORTION' 1 . It was also concluded that-the typewriter used in preparing; . 
the typewritten letter to Captain GONZAULLAS postmarked May 3, 1946, .-. " 
conforms most closely to the Laboratory standard of Underwood pica type 
spaced ten letters to the inch. Information.available in the Laboratory . 
reflects that this style of type was placed on K2,model typewriters from 
October 8, 1924, to February 16, 1927. ' ' . ; .-. y’. .'. . . 

The report of Special Agent. DALE 0. SIMPSON.dated June24, 
1947, at Little Rock, Arkansas, reflects the models of ’typewriter used in 
preparing the questioned notes according to the files of the FBI Laboratory. 

The New Haven Division was requested by teletype to furnish 
the inclusive serial numbers for the models K2 typewriters which is the model 
used in preparing the questioned notes written on the pica typewriter. 

By letter dated June 20, 1947, the New Haven Office furnished, 
the Dallas Office with the details of this information which was used.in . 
eliminating all but the K2 model pica typewriters on the information secured 
from the-.records of the Ragland Office Equipment Company, 218 Main Street, 
Texarkana, Texas. From an examination of the records of this Company for 
the pertinent dates furnished by the FBI Laboratory it was determined that there 
were approximately seven hundred fifty Underwood typewriters at Texarkana, 

Texas,’of the models that could have been used in preparing the questioned 
notes. The location of these Various typewriters was secured from the 
records of this Company. Of this 750 typewriters of the models desired 
it was determined that there were approximately thirty firms or individuals .. 
at Texarkana, Texas, and Texarkana, Arkansas, with a typewriter with pica, type 
and the Underwood typewriter with elite type of the models that possibly could 
have been used. Specimens of various typewriters, were first secured from the 




railway companies at Texarkana, Texas/'and, Texarkana, ■ Arkansas, and were' 
submitted by the Dallas and Little Rock Divisions. Specimens from the 
Cotton Belt.Railroad were submitted by the Dallas Division on June 25, 

1947, however,.no identification was made. -With the assistance of REX 
GO MlLLI ON, 'Chief Special Agent of the Texas and Pacific Railroad Company, 
an examination of all typewriters owned by the Texas & Pacific-Railroad 
at Texarkana, Texas, and Texarkana, Arkansas, were made but none of the 
questioned models were found.. An examination was also made of the type¬ 
writers at the Railroad Mail Terminal, Texarkana, Texas, but none of the 
questioned models were found. 

By letter dated July 8, 1947, the Dallas Division sub¬ 
mitted specimens from Underwood typewriter. Serial #641806, and Underwood 
typewriter, Serial #3761682, both of which are located at the Office of 
W. G. KUHL, 108 East 3rd Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, where the subject 
JAMES is employed. 

The records of the Ragland Office Equipment Company 
reflect that Underwood'typewriter; 641-S06, was repaired by that firm 
on April 19, 1945, and that this typewriter is the property of the 
National Equitable Life Insurance Company which is located in the Office 
of W. H. KUHL, 108 East 3rd Street. Underwood typewriter 3761682 was sold by 
the Ragland Office Equipment Company, according to their records, to the 
City of Texarkana, Arkansas, on May 19, 1939. W. H. KUHL was formerly 
City Treasurer for Texarkana, Arkansas. « 

‘ These specimens were secured after an interview with 
FLOYD KILCREASE and KILCREASE had advised that subject 4AMES did reside 
in the neighborhood of 3119 Locus Street where he formerly resided and 
where victim FEAGINS presently resides. , 

. , The Bureau by teletype dated July 9, 1947, advised that' 

the above two typewriters were the typewriters used in preparing the notes 
to Mr. CLARK BROUN, the extortion notes to ELMER EDUARD FEAGINS and the type¬ 
written letter and envelope.to Captain M. T.GONZAULLAS postmarked "Texarkana 
Ark. Tex. June 24, 1946". 

An authorized complaint was filed by Agents of the Little 
Rock Division against subject JAMES at Texarkana, Arkansas, and the further 
facts are being reported by the Little Rock Division. The Bureau did advise 
by letter dated July 10, 1947, that the fingerprints of MADELINE MARY .’JAMES 
could not be identified with the unidentified latents in the case entitled 









DL #9-616 , -j . • ' ; • ‘ ■ j.' 

"UNKNOWN SUBJECTj JAMES PAUL MARTIN; BSETTT JO BOOKER - VICTIMS, ' MURDER, 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS, 4/14/46". The fingerprints of CHARLES WAYNE HOLMES U\. 
and BRUCE MURPHY JONES were not identical with .the above-mentioned latents; 


... The.^palmprints of CLA^^ROvM and the fingerprintsnpd 
palmprints of BES§IM^OWN, OSCAR BYRJpROffli, ETHSD^lLCREASE, .NpA^ffi^; 
CREASE and FLOYD I^klLCREASE were all, prepared with the palraprint 'developed 
on the letter to ClAM BROWN postmarked Slay 2, 1946, and with the palmprints' 
developed in the VIRG'i^)^ARKS nurrder. case and the latent fingerprints 
developed in the BETTY J$^OOKER,i JAMES PAUlDvSARTINmirder case without . . 
■effecting any identificatibn. ; 


By letter dated July 2, 1947, the Dallas Division furnished 
the Bureau with the fingerprints and palmprints of CARROL DE'BUTLER with', 
request that they be compared with the unidentified latents in the above- 
entitled case. • 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 






DL #9-616 


THE T.TTTH?. ROCK DIVISION. 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


At Texarkana. Arkansas: 

Will report the results of the comparison of the 
fingerprints- of CMtROL DB BUTLER with the unidentified latents. . , 
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FjfcRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNI® STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


CC-150 


JULY 39, 19k? 


yb: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, y 

’ ffQ% btijsU 

Transmit the' following raes£age/to: 


SAC, LITTLE ROCK 


UNSUB, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, VIKEX. REURLET JULY TRKNTY-EIOHT. CONCLUDED QUES¬ 
TIONED 8AHDPRIRTIR0 AND HANDLE IT EIO OK SPECIMENS Q fDRTY-SU, FORTY-SEVEN, FIFTY- 


ONB, FlFTY-TfO, FIFTY-THREE THIS CASE AND Q ONE, Q ff 0 IN FLOYD KXL0HASE EXTORTION 
CASE URITTER BY MADELINE MARY JAMES. 

■ . i 

HOOVER 

URGENT 

62-8086k 


CC - 9-151*58 


, f 

JVB/DBB ?¥ 





. Tolson : ■ 

. E. a. Tamm_ 
. Clegg 

. Glavin__ 

. Ladd 

. Nichols ' ~y 
. Rose n y 
. Trac y 

• Egan ■ 

. Gurnea_ 

, Harbo 

• Mohr 

. Pennington 
. Quinn Tamnl 
le. Roo m | 
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UNSUBS, ELMER EDUARD FEAGINS - VICTIM, EXTORTION, REBUTEL TODAY, * 
ADDITIONAL HANDWRITING SPECIMENS SUSPECT MADELINE MART^AMES BEING 


FORWARDED AMSD TODAY. 


MORLEY 
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4-01 PM OK FBI WASH DC WJR 
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=; Sn^^» l RD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to : Director, FBI 


ota : SAC, Little Rock 


DATE: July 22, 19k7 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

1 ELMER EDWARITFEA 


69370 


E LMER EDWARITFEAGINS - Vi< 
EX T 0 R T I 0 N~ ,a “ =# 


ATTN: FBI LABORATORY 


BUREAU FILE 62-8086U. 


Enclosed herewith is a receipt book of. the 
NATIONAL EQUITY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, Texarkana, Arkansas, 
bearing carbon copies of receipts issued between August 30, 

19k6, and May 13, 19k7* A great number of the receipts v were written 
and issued by MADELINE MARlgjAMES while she was employed as a secretary 
in this office. Those written by her are signed ty her as "M. M. 

MAMES", "M^JAMES", or as "M. JAMES, Cashier". It is requested 
'that the handwriting of this.individual be compared with specimens 
Q-5>1, Q-52, and Q-5>3, in this case. Following completion of the 
examination, the receipt book should be forwarded to the little 
Rock Field Division in order that it.might be returned to Mr. 

W. C. KUHL, 108 East Third Street, Texarkana, Arkansas. 


DOSi/rp 

9-320 


Enclosure 


REGISTERED MAIL 


•®^CORDT3D 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr# C# A. Tolson 


R# T. Harbo 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: July 11, 1947 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

ELMER EDWAmrFEAGINS, VICTIM 



I thought you would be interested in an identification which 
was recently made in the Laboratory between two known typewriters and the 


Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennlngton_ 
Mr. Quinn Taram_ 


typewriting appearing on several letters in the above-captioned case, which 
questioned letters had previously been identified with other anonymous letters 
received by the father of one of the victims in a series of murders which took 
place in the vicinity of Texarkana, Texas and Arkansas during the early part 
of 1946. 



During April and May, 1946, five persons were murdered in the vicinity 
of Texarkana, Texas and Arkansas. Investigation by the law enforcement officials 
in both Arkansas and Texas failed to locate the perpetrator of these murders. 
Sometime thereafter we received in the Laboratory five anonymous letters addressed 
to Mr. C larte^ Erown, the father of one of the murder victims, and a letter addressed 
to Captain Gonzaullas of the Texarkana, Texas, Police Department. These letters 
were prepared by an individual who claimed to know about the murders and they 
gave information concerning the license number on a car and other- information which 
allegedly related to the murders. 

Also submitted to the Laboratory for examination were two letters in¬ 
volving an attempted extortion from Mr. Elmer Edward Feagins of Texarkana. The 
typewriting on these letters was identified with one of the typewriters used to 
prepare the letters received by Mr. Brown concerning the Texarkana murders. , 



Because of the apparent connection between the Feagins extortion 
letters and the letters concerning the murders, the Dallas and Little Rock offices 
intensified their efforts to locate the typewriters used to prepare these questioned 
letters. A systemized campaign was made by these offices in an effort to obtair 
typewriting specimens from all Underwood typewriters in the city of Texarkatm^ 

Nearly one hundred known typewriter, specimens had been submitted by 
two offices for examination up td July 8, 1947. On July 9, 1947, typewriting 
speciWns taken from two typewriters ^located in the Real Estate offices of one 
W. CijKufil-were received in the -Laboratory for examination. As a result of the 
examination of these specimens, Ihe anonymous letters to Mr. Brown and Captain 
Gonzaullas and the extortion, letters' to 3 'Mr.- Feagins were concluded to have been 
prepared on the two typewri 1iers-4found in Ihe office of W. C. Kuhl. The Dallas 
and Little Rock offices were notified of this identification by teletype. 
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REPORT 
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LABORATORY 


FEDERAL f UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

1947 


SAC, Little Rock 


There '£ 0 lit?** the report of the Fm laboratory on the e»*ination 
of evidence deceived fre* your office on July 28 and Only 29, 1947. This 
report confirms and supplements the Bureau’s teletype to. your office dated 
July 29, 1947. . 




John Edgar Hoovar, Director 


WmjJM MART JAMR8 

ism award nmm- ncti* 

EXT^ItflOH 

Examination requested by: 


YOUR FILE NO. 
FBI FILE NO. 


Referonce: 


Little Rode 


aa- N0 9-MG 
■P-62-86S64 - d 
D-69370 AS 
D-69427 AS 


Examination '•9ue.ldtt.eri dated July 22, 1947 and July 28, 1947 


Specimens: 


Locuaeht 


. Tolaon_, 

• cifigg / 

. Olavl n / 

• Ladd f~ 
. Nichols (~? 
. Rosen u k 
. Tracy ~~*7F 
. Carso n 

. Egan_ 

. Gurnea 

i -Harbo_ 

. Hendo n 
Pennington 
Quinn Tamm' 

'Nease__~ 

s Gand y 


Rubnittedwith your letter dated July22,l947t 

X103 One black receipt bock of the national Equity Life Insurance Company, 

Texarkana, Arkansas bearing the lateen handwriting of MiDRLXNF. VARY JAMES. 

Subedited with yeur letter dated July 28, 1947s 

JQ.Q4 Twenty-aix shifts of white paper and one Sheet of brown paper containing 
known handwriting And handprinting spec inane of MADELINE MART JAMES. 


It was concluded that the handwriting and handprinting'on the evidence in 
this case designated as speeiaens 046, 047, 051^052, 053, and specimens 01, 

02*. 4n-Ah* ag gji entitled "aahnawn Subject j Fl®ydPKile^«aff v - Fictinj ExtortlQR", 

written by Madeline ltu& Janes whose additional 
-ititsted sp oilmens hrwuwsxyiated above as K104. Inasingih as the .dtstfilA 
aps clnaca afofcdittJd; £1040 w*r« entirely adequate for d^he requested sss#6rieon, 
th» t^ndwi^^n^ of^to aubjqst in the reselpt book, 0.03, was net need. 

nc i>i.i~._ 


Ml 3WCAIJ OF )NV£STIfiAt(0,V 
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Centinued en next page 


















IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER TO 

FILE NO. _9-320_ 


Direotor, FBI 


ifiuUH-al Sktreait of Itturaitpatum 
United states department of duatics 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
July 28, 1947 

' , f 

/ ' 

AIR'MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY 


Re: MADELINE MARY /AMES; 
ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS 
- VICTIM; EXTORTION 

Bureau File 62-80864 



I 'rtf 
69427 /-/IV 


ATTENTION: 


FBI LABORATORY 


Dear Sir: 


* %4 

r %, V 
^ • ** 

a *f 


Rebutel July 15, 1947* 

Enclosed herewith are 27 pages of handwriting and 
handprinting specimaas of MADELINE MARY JAMES. These specimens were taken 
between 2:00 p.m» and 5:30 p*nu on July 25, 1947* At the beginning. Miss 
JAMES appeared nervous and appeared to be endeavoring to distort her hand¬ 
writing, as well as her handprinting* However, the nervousness tended to 
disappear as she progressed with the writing. After admitting to Special 
Agents HORACE S. HALL BTT end DALE 0* SIMPSON that the handprinting compris¬ 
ing specimens listed as #1 and #2 was much larger than she normally wrote. 

Miss JAMES was furnished with suggestions in preparing subsequent specimens. 
The suggestions made were as follows: . 

• , 

(1) Specimen dictated, no suggestions made. f .Y" 

(2) Specimen dictated, with request that it be 
in capital letters. 

(3) Specimen dictated, with suggestion that she > ... 

write smaller, slower, and all capita 11 et-^ 
ters. ' ^ tf/" 

■- (4) Speoimen dictated, with suggestion that<sh^ 

wit. .loror. 

(5) Specimen dictated, suggestion made that *she VT" 

write as normally as possible. ^ 

(6) Not dictated, told to print it in her own *0 y 0 - .r 

style*-. v- .-l/ 

(7) Not dictated, told to write it in her own *0^ - 

A '••• " ' / /.•* 

COPIES DESTROYED BECORm^ A S) CAlC/l // /dt/Mt 
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Director, FBI 

Re t MADELINE MARY JAMES; 
ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS 
VIKEK 


„7-28-47 


(8) Specimen dictated, with suggestion that it be 
in lower case letters*~ 

(9) Specimen dictated, with suggestion to write 
slowly* She was instructed to write last page 

. in all capital letters, since it was apparent 
she was avoiding making a capital "A". 

(10) Not dictated, told to write it in her own style* 

(11) Dictated to heir rapidly* She wrote rapidly. 


No suggestions with regard to punctuation were made 
at any time* All specimens were written with the right hand* She specimens 
are numbered in the order in Whioh they were taken* 

It. is requested that the specimens he oompared with 
specimens Q46, Q47, Q61, Q62, and Q5S in the above-captioned case, and with 
specimens Q1 and Q2 in Bureau file #9-15458, entitled "UNKNOWN SUBJECT; FLOYD 
KILCREASE -VICTIM* EXTORTION"* -"W - 


Very truly yours, 


.R* MORI 


SAG 


DOSi-HHP 


Enclosures 

REGISTHtED MAIL - AMSD 


-MmkA 











for 


: :ur<usi; '&* 2949 


B2 Atkina 

£027 State Line Street 
fessarkem* Staxur ■ * 

Scrip >* Atkinaf 

Mr* Percy F 3 I 9 * Special A;imt in 
(Starve of our dalles Mot aim* has advised-- 
m of the splendid assistance rendered by 
you in connection with c recent extortion 
miw hm&Xml by this Bureau and 1 want to 
personally thank you* ' Thin high -spirit of 
cooperation in greatly appreciated by all . 
of ua in the Kit* 

. Mith beat wishes ntpl kind r&gcrse i 

/ 

Sincerely yours* \ 

&o )M,gar Boova? 


cc - Dallas 

EjHUzfs 


. Tolson_ 

. e; a. Tam 

. Clegg_| 

i Glavln_ 

• Ladd ~ 

• Nichol s 
. Rose n 

• Trac y _ 

• Egan 

. Gurnea_ 

. Harb o 

• Moh r ■ 

, Pennington 
. Quinn Tamm' 

le. Room_‘ 

. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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fj FORM NO. 64 


ce Memorandum 


TO 



/ 


UNITED STATES GOVER 


DATE: July 23, 



Director, FBI 

v 

SAC, Dallas 

SUBJECT: MADELINE MAELjIAMESj 

ELMER EDiYARD/FEkGINS - VICTIM; 
EXTORTION 


Reference is made to the reports of Special Agent W. DEWEY PRES! 
dated June 12, 1947, and July 23, 1947. 

C <?• - f'a Y&l -//& 

Mr. ED ATKINS, 2617 State Line Street, Owner and Operator of the 1 
Ragland Office Equipment Company, 218 Main Street, Texarkana, 

Texas, has assisted Agents of this Office handling the investigation 
of the above-entitled case. Mr. ATKINS has maintained a record of 
all sales of new standard and portable Underwood typewriters in his 
Office since July of 1943, also for the sixteen county area. The 
record showed the model, serial number, type,to whom sold and the date 
of the sale. He also had the same information for the sale of all 
used typewriters by his firm since 1936. .The firm had a record of 
the repairs of typewriters from 1934 to the present time. Mr. 

ATKINS made this record available completely for the use of Agents 
during the investigation and because of his unusual knowledge of 
location of various typewriters in the vicinity of Texarkana, Texas, 
and Texarkana, Arkansas, he was of most assistance to the Agents, 
in conducting the investigation. He freely gave considerable time 
and conferred with the Agents as to the location and disposition 
of various typewriters. 

It is suggested that the Director might desire to forward a letter 
to Mr. ATKINS thanking him for the service he rendered. Mr. ATKINS 
is a life time friend of Sheriff W. H. PRESLEY at Texarkana, Texas, and 
is considered highly reliable and respectable at Texarkana, Texas. 

WDP.-BVR 
9-616 

























Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Rosen 


DATE: 


FROM : J. X* IiOgU< 


^uly 31, 1947 


MADELEINE. 
ELMER EDW, 
EXTORTION 


<g>. 

^JAMIS_ 
FEAGINS, VICTIM 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

BETTI JO#BOOKER, et al., VICTIMS 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS MURDERS 


Hr* E. A* T ftiwm 

Mr. Clegg_" 

Mr. Olavin_ 

Mr. Ladd - 

Mr. Nichol s 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy 

^-Mr. Carson_ 

r. Egan_ 

Mr. Ournea_ 

. Mr. Harb o 

* Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennlngton_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Ne&se 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gand y ~ 


PURPOSE \ 

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you that the Sub¬ 
ject, Madeleine Mary James, has been identified as the author of extortion 
communications directed to Victim Feagims, as well as being the author of a 
communication addressed to Floy4^)K!llcrease. By reason of the Laboratory's 
having identified the Feagins typewritten letters as being prepared on the 
same two typewriters used in the preparation of certain anonymous letters 
directed to the stepfather of the Victim Booker during the early part of this 
year, the Subject James is, therefore, the individual who prepared these 
conanunicat ions . 

THE TEXARKANA MURDERS 

During April and May, 1946, two double murders and a murder and 
a wounding occurred in the vicinity of Texarkana, Texas. The investigation 
has been conducted by local law enforcement officials and the Bureau has fur¬ 
nished these agencies all of its cooperative facilities. ^ - 

Between December 17 ^ 1946 and May 2, 1947 a series of four let** ^ 
ters were directed to Mr# darker own, stepfather of murder victim Booker, "* jf 
which letters purport to furnish information relative to the Booker murder. ' 
The Laboratoiy determined that these four letters were prepared on two separate 
Underwood typewriters. „. /P Sx >/ 

THE FEAGINS EXTORTION CASE l ' . 

- /So u 

On April 30, 1947 the Victim Feagins received an extortion^ let/-, r 
ter instructing him to leave S3,000 in a park at Texarkana, Texa-S^on May 2, S 
1947. The pay-off was covered with negative results. The pay-off location 
was only 200 yards from the point where the automobile occupied by the Victim ' 
Booker was found abandoned. A second letter was received by Feagins, post- |r 
marked May 5, 1947, but no pay-off was designated. The Laboratoiy established” 
that the typewriting on the two Feagins letters was prepared on two different 
typewriters but which -typewriters were identical with those used to prepare 
COPIES Bfsf'ROY‘*' etterS ste P fa ' fcil0r murder victim Booker. ° 

11 NOV 16 1964 ^ should be noted that Floyd Kilcrease of Texarkana received an 

extortion letter January 29, 1947. This letter was handwritten. 


















Memo for Mr. Rosen. 


It should also be noted that two letters) one hand printed 
and one handwritten) were directed to Captain Gonzallus of the Texarkana 
Police Department which were in the same tone as the letters addressed to 
Mr. Brown, namely, attempting to furnish information regarding the murders. 
The Labor a to zy identified the handwriting in the Kilcrease case with the 
handwriting in the Gonzallus letters. 

By reason of the apparent connection between the Feagins 
extortion letters and the letters addressed to the stepfather of the murder 
victim Booker, Little Rock and Dallas intensified their efforts to obtain 
specimens of all Underwood typewriters in that area. 

LABORATORY IDENTIFICATIONS j 

On July 11, 1947 the Laboratory identified specimens taken 
in the real estate offices of one W. cir Kuhl of Texarkana as being the two 
typewriters used to prepare the typewritten letters in this case. Upon re¬ 
ceipt of the results of the Laboratory examination the Little Rock Office 
immediately secured handwriting specimens of all persons employed in this 
real estate office who, of course, had access to these typewriters. On 
Judy 29, 1947 the Laboratory identified specimens obtained from Madeleine 
Mary James as being identical with the handwriting on the Kilcrease and 
Gonzallus letters. Subject James is an employee of this real estate office 
and has access to these two typewriters. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


The Subject James upon interview by the Little Rock Office de¬ 
nied writing the Feagins letters or any other letters involved in these 
related cases. The facts were presented to the United States Attorney at Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, who authorized the filing of a complaint against Subject. 

She has been arraigned and has been released on $5,000 bond pending action of 
the Federal Grand Juiy. The Little Rock Office advises that a detailed report 
is now enroute to the Bureau. 

ACTION 


When this report is received it will be carefully reviewed in 
order to insure that all possible corroborative evidence is obtained to insure 
a successful prosecution and to determine the possible motive for her di¬ 
recting the communications to the stepfather of the murder victim Booker. You 
will be advised of all pertinent developments in this case. 
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FBI LITTLE ROCK 7-30-47 9-13 PM CST TBVJ .; 

"dTrector urgent 

© cp wcf 

MADELINE MARY JAMES. ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS VICTIM EXTORTION h V u - 


REURTEL JULY THIRTY. 


SUBJECT JAMES DENIES 


sfU 


WRITING LETTER INVOLVED INSTANT CASE AS WELL 


,ATED CASES # « 


ILCREASE INDICATED SHE MAY BE SUSPECT DUE TO DIFFICULTIES 




0 SHE HAS HAD IN PAST WITHNEIGHSORS. FACTS PRESENTED USA FT SMITH 

xzmmt&rr^zzr ~ - -/ 

AND AUTH0RI2ED COMPLAINT FILED JULY ELEVEN LAST CHARGING VIOLATION 
SECTION THREE THREE EIGHT DASH A, TITLE EIGHTEEN. RE REFERENCED CASE. 

t r ’ A * 

SUBJECT RELEASED FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND TO AWAIT ,F.GJ% REPORT a 

' RECORDED^ ^ QfySfiV) T 

BEING MAILED BUREAU TODAY. „ y /,, 


MORLEY 


11-15 PM OK FBI WA GIL. 
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Mr. ToIso n 
Mr. E. A. Taimn_ 
Mr. Clegg “ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichol s j 
Mr. Rosen Ss 
Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson__ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo 

"Mri Hendo n_ 

Mr. 'Permington__ 
Mr. QulmT’ffgjnra 
Mr. Nease ;v i s 
Miss Gandy j 


REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY; 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON D. C. 


September 2, 1,947 


SAC| St. Loui e 


There follows the report of the UK Laboratory on the examination 
of evidence received from your office "6ts August 15, 1947. 






John Edgar Hoover, Director 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT 

Elmer Edward Peagins - VICTIM 

EXTORTION 


Examination requested by: 


Ref#r*nce: 


St. Louis 


YOUR FILE NO. 

FBI FIL^^2L2 

O.OaflB LAB - ^2^80864 -1# 
. D-70074 car 


Letter dated August 12, 1947 

Examination requested: 


Document 


Specimens: 


KclOJ Photostatic copies of seven handwritten signature specimens.of 
MADELINE MARI JAMES taken from her file for Federal Employment. 

Result of Examination! . v ' 

Madeline Mary James, whose known signatures appear on the evidencf 
listed above as Kg 105, has previously been identified in the FBI Labora¬ 
tory as the individual who prepared the handwriting and handprinting oh 
the evidence in this case designated as specimens 046, Q47, Q51, Q52, 

Q53 and spe claims Q1 awl 02 in the case entitled "Unknown Suhjjfcts Floyd 
Kilcrease - Vietimi Extortion", Bureau file #?-154$8, This Jeentiflcation 
was based on the handwriting and handprinting specimens subiitted by the 
Jdittle Rock office with a letter dated July 28, 1947, designated as K1Q4, i 
.and reported tin the tittle-ftp rl; and Dallas offices in Laboratory reports- 
:D-69SSSS»SS^«iy 31. 1947. ,/7 
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"STANDARD FORM UO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


? TO 


* DIRECTOR,-FBI 
s SAC, ST. LOUIS 


DATE: August 12, 1947 


rc^Feagij 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; Elmer EdwarcTFeagins - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


ATTENTION: FBI Laboratory 




Reference is made to Little Rock teletype July 18, 1947. 


Submitted herewith are photostatic copies of seven handwritten 
signature specimens of MADELINE MARJ0JAMES, one copy each of which will 
go to the Bureau and the Little Rock 'Field Division. 

The Laboratory is requested to compare these handwritten speci¬ 
mens with handwriting specimens which have previously been submitted to 
the Bureau in instant case in an effort to establish an identification 
with the unknown subject. The results of this examination should be 
furnished to the Little Rock Field Division. 

Upon completion of the examination, it will not be necessary 
for the Bureau to forward the photpstatic copies submitted herewith 
to the Little Rock Division or to return the same to the St.Louis Field 
Division. 


GCS:pj 

9-712 


cc Little Rock 
2-Enc‘ 







IF Td* 

AUG 14 m 


OOW l/AM D SPECIMENS RETAINED in US' 



0 fig 22^ 


IDft LAB. ACTION AND BHNMlS 












FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 ** •. V* V! ; ;V > •• ■ ' . 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ‘ 1- LlTTIg; ROCK, A ^KANSAS /* . 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

• WHICH MADE 


LIT TIB ROCK,-ARKANSAS. ■' 8*13~47i /. 


. MADELINE 1 iiAEjj-JAMES $■ 

' ELMER EDWAH^-FEAGINS . .VICTIM; ';> ;>, 


REPORT MADE BY 

DAIS 0. SBiPSON; 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

EXTORTION 


MM\- - 


synopsis OF facts. •-g'f Ebj laboratory id^iflie#^^ . 

' f JAMBS as. being , writer ,of handprinted; 

• V : letter to FLOYD KlLCREASE and handprinted 

.'•. : and handwritten letters to Gapt.-M. T* 

; ■ ;(3'onzau.lusV : -: • ,•• • '■ . •: ■ 


REFERENCE: 


•-! Bureau ; file 62-80864. - •■'•• • v ‘ 

vReport of- SADAIE,0. SIMPSON'*dated 7-30-47^3t kittle He 

_* ! O'/.'. >• -y',*• 

Letter to Bureau dated 7-28-47*' . : , ,. r , \_ 

Teletype, from. Bureau dated 7-29-47. ''[■ V . 


; DETAIIS:. .. ’ ' Ttorenty-seven pages of handwriting and handprinting 

■ \ ' - , - Purnished'by MADELINE MART :^A1®S. were f orwarded'to the 

FBI Laboratory;with referenced letter dated July 28, 1947* ‘ 

Ihe Little Bock Division was advised in referenced tele¬ 
type that it had been concluded that Miss JAMES had written the handprinted 
letter received by FLOYD KlLCREASE, as well as the handprinted and handwritten 
letters received by Captain M. T. GONZANLLAS of,the Texas Rangers. All.of the 
above mentioned letters have been set out in previous reports, •?'•"' :* - 

'■ *, , This case' is schediff4bd f }1i.o , ibe ; presented to a . Federal Grand^v 

' Jury, Fort Smith, Arkansas* on or aibout Augfcst 25, 1947, ' . Mg, 


APPROVED ANC 
FORWARDED; 


(l\ 1 
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Ik * ‘ j ' Special Agent 
in Charge 


v—^ : % ■> 

'V. ; * " . I 
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SAC, Xittl* Rock 

Ulroctor, FBI 

UADELMS MAST JAWES 
EUU5S EEWAED FEA'32» 

isroroMf //gr 


August 15, 1947 


lb is noted from the report of Special Agent Dale 0* Simpson, little 
Bode dated July 30, 1947, that the principle evidence in this case is the re- 
suite of the laboratory examination* identifying the typewriters used in this 
and related cases and identifying the handwriting and printing of the subject 
with that contained on the extortion letter directed to Victim Floyd Kilcrease 
end the hand^rintedfllfMter addressed to Captain If. ¥• Ogftasullas-. Ac the sub¬ 
ject has ooatinually denied authorship of any of these c.iwwmications, it is 
observed that the evidence in connection with the letters addressed to Victim 
Feagins is only circumstantial inasmuch as Feagins* letters wax’s prepared on 
the typewriters located in the w, C. KUhl fteality Office. 

You should eaerb every effort to secure corroborative evidence indicating 
the subject*s authorship of the threatening letter* in this and related cases end 
thereafter prepare a aunaaery report ehieh should be made available t© the united 
States Attorney prior to the tine this case is presented to a Federal Grand Jury. 


62-80864 


JTLjaja 
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Ur. Rosen__ 
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Ur. Quinn Tam m 
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Ur. Nease ’ T 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ' 


■ ') ( V 

/ -n: 


Form No. 1 , l , 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT TITTLE ROCK •. „ 


REPORT MADE AT 

LITTLE ROCK 

Tmj: W® j ' 
MADELINE MA 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

' ' . WHICH MADE 


7-30-47 


^MESj’ 


ELMER EDWARD*FEAGI1$S'- Victim 




FILE, NO; £«»320 


REPORT MADE BY’ 


DALE 0. SIMPSON RP 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

'EXT OR T I 0m 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 


> ‘ i * 




■' •’ \ • V 

v-rx 

y ■ * 


APPROVED AND 
. FORWARDED: 


, . • •• \ . 

Handprinted extort&bnl letter dated 1-29-47 

to FLOUTKILCREASK', • Texarkana, Arkansas, 
identified*^ TaDdratoiT- as having been 
written by same individual who wrote hand¬ 
printed letter to Capt. M, T* : GONZAULLAS 
in instant case* List compiled of all 
persons residing in vicinity of home of : 
Victim FEAGINS. FLOYD KILCREASE names 
MADELINE MARY JAMES, 41 year old Real 
Estate Office Secretary, as suspect, 
pointing to contraversies she has had . 
in past with neighbors. Typewriting 
specimens obtained from machines at 
W« C..KUHL, Realty Office, Texarkana, 
where' Miss JAMES employed* Laboratory : 
identified both typewriters as having been 
used to prepare letters to victim FEAGINS 
and to Mr* CLARK^OWN, Texarkana, Auth¬ 
orized ccu^laint 'fifed before DSC, Tex¬ 
arkana, Arkansas, July ll, 1947# charging 
Miss JAMES Td.th v violation Section, 338-A, 
Title 18* Warrant issued* Miss JAMES, 
taken into custody 7-H-47 at Texarkana* ^ 
At arraignment on same date before USC, 
Texarkana, Miss JAMES released on; $j>,000 
bond to await action-of FGJ in Western 
District of Arkansas* Miss JAMES denies 
having written any of instant letters* - . 
Handwriting and handprinted specimens of 
Miss 'JAMBS submitted to Laboratory, but 
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REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


m 9*&Q 


Bureau File 62-80861*, / - : ; ■)' ' : 

Letters to Bureau dated 7**H47 and ' 

; ■ 7-2247; ; • - tp-Z f 

Teletypes from Bureau dated 7-1547 and 7-2147* 

Teletype to St, Louis dated 7-1847* 

' Report of SA DALE 0. SIMPSON dated 6-21*47, V - 
at little Rock, ■ \ 

The title of this. case is being changed to' ; • 
reflect the name of MADELINE;MARY JAMES:as toe: 
subject of this case,.. ; . ..y::,,•... '"/..v -yyy’.:. 


By letter dated July 3 , I9l*7» the FEE Laboratory advised 
that it had concluded that the handprinted letter and envelope addressed to:.. 
Captain M. T. yGONZAULLAS of instant case* were prepared by the same individual 
who wrote the handprinted envelope and extortion letter designated as Q-l . 
and Q-2 in the case entitled “UNKNOWN.SUBJECT; FLOYD KELCREASE - Viotim, 
Extortion", Bureau File 9-15L58, Little Rock, origin, - 'i 

Specimens Q-l and Q-2 in the KELCREASE case were sub¬ 
mitted to the Laboratory for examination by the Little Rock Office on June 27, 
19l*7# It is to be noted that from the outset, FLOYD -KILCREASE has. been 
regarded as a suspect in this case* ;v y'' 

. : The following is the wording of the extortion letter 

received by Mr, KELCREASE on January 29, 191*7: i. • 


y, "FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION FOR SOME TIME YOU HAVE 
. - • OWED THIS. DEBT, NOW IS: TIME TO PAY IT,- YOU MUST NOT 
A : REPORT TAKE SERIAL NO. OR WATCH,.: PUT 20 §100 BIliS~T] 
SACK CF THIS COLOR, PLACE OUT AT PELI,»S. OLD STORE 
: •26TH AND COUNTY, WHERE HOLE AT 2ND DOOR TIE STRING . 




AT HOLE SO CAN BE PULLED OUT. . ON THUR THIS WEEK AT 7:00 ; » T 
P M-.THEN GET AWAY. THIS DEBT HAS/BEEN OWED LONG TIME A'- r ^ *' 
■ AND. MIL B COLLECTSD ONE WAY CR OTHER “ ~ : ■ 









..... He was thoroughly inberviewedi on July ISkfy 'by" , v- 

Special Agent W« DEWEY PRESLEY of the Dallas Division and Special Agents ’ '-' 

. .7 . H. S. HALLETT and DALE 0, SIMPSON of the Little' Rock Division. On -that '' 
occasion, he volunteered information to the. effect that MADELINE MARY '^v^-v'\. 
JAMES, a president of 3112 Locust Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, had had 
numerous contraversies during the past several years with people living 
• in the neighborhood. He described her as a 1+0 year old woman who worked 
in a Real Estate Office in downtown Texarkana. It is to be noted.that Mr. 

. : .: KILCREASE was not aware of the contents of letters received by Mr. CLARK 

BROWN, ndr was he even aware thSt Mr* BROWN had received any letters. He , 
explained that Mas JAMES had on occasions been engaged in spirited contra- 
:versies with many of her neighbors, among them PAT JONES, BRUC&kJONES, 
and CHARLES HOLMES, all of Whom. were -pantioned. ; ''ih7the letters W Mr. .V y 
CLARK BROWN, which letters purported to give information relative to the 
, , five unsolved murders occurring in Texarkana in 19R6. ' 7.,;-. 

Mr. KILCREASE said that he personally had never had 
any dealings with Miss JAMES, but pointed out that , his brother, NOAH, the . 
father of two children, had had an argument with Miss JAMES at one time 
over her accusation that his children had intentionally thrown rocks at : . 
her house. Mr. KILCREASE pointed out that Miss JAMES lived a rather ....'•■'■■7'. 
secluded life with-her aged mother and that the two of them had always been 
regarded as "unusual" by the neighbors. He stated further that Miss JAMES 
had frequently accused CHARLES HOIMES, mentioned in the letters to Mr. ; . 

• v CLARK BROWN, of having peeped in her windows at night. Mr. KILCREASE could 
‘. ’ not furnish the name of the downtown office in which Miss JAMES, was employed*.,, 

„ .S. On the afternoon of July 7, 191+7j Special Agents " \ 

•; PRESLEY, HALLETT, and SIMPSON, reinterviewed Mr. and Mrs. FEAGINS. They , 
corroborated much of the information previously furnished by Mr* KILCREASE 
relative to the contraversies in which Miss JAMES had been involved with 

- people in the neighborhood. - ; V /-.•••- V - 7. . • ’’ 7 •' ' 

' 7 ;77 . .; ‘ They pointed out that they had had no- particular ; A . 

difficulty with-her, other than an incident that occurred in the early > y 
: part of April, 1947♦ At that time, the FEAGINS .children were playing 
baseball in the FEAGINS yard and the ball rolled over into tha yard.of the 
residence bccttpied by Miss JAMES. Miss JAMES came to the front door and 1 - 
asked the children not to come into her yard any more. Mr. and Mrs. 

FEAGINS thought nothing of this and did not. consider'Miss JAMES as an - - * : 

- enemy' of theirs. They advised she worked for Mr. C. KUHL at a Real 

Estate Office located at 108 E* Third Street^ Texarkaha, Arkansas. ' * ‘ . i. 

; . ,7 - - Speoial Agents PRESLEY, - HALLETT, and SIMPSON contacted : 

’ “Mr. W. C. KUHL on the night, of July 7, 191+7, at which, time he advised that; '. , - : - 
Miss JAMES had worked for him each afternoon sinceMhy, : = • • 








• r -' <r * • ' V' 


/' ■■■, 
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191*6* He regarded her work ag being inferior and elassifiedi her as being 
mentally unstable* He permitted the agents to take specimens from the ; 
two Underwood typewriters in his office and promised his complete cooperation 
in the matter# The specimens obtained on the night of July 7* 19U7> were 
forwarded to the PEE Laboratory ky letter from the Dallas Office dated ; ' 

7-8-J+7#. It is. to be noted that prior to. obtaining the information from 
Mr* KILCREASE and the FEAGINS relative to Mss JAMES, the Agents and local 
.' officers working on this case had compiled a complete list of individuals 4 . ' 
residing in an area bordered by 2$th and 30tli Streets and ty County Avenue £' 
and Grand Avenue in Texarkana, Arkansas* . This was dene because investigating, 
officers were, of the opinion that, the person responsible f ar the writing 
of the letters, in this case resided in this vicinity inasmuch as both the 
FEAGINS extortion letter and the KILCREASE extortion letter were written / ^ 

to them while they resided in this vicinity, and it was observed that all 
persons darned, in the letters to Mr* CLARK BKCWN resided in this immediate 
vicinity* This list was compiled from the records of the Southwestern 
Gase and Electric Company, Texarkana, Arkansas* '•.h;'/..'.'.;''•• • = • 

•,/ ; By teletype dated 7-9-47* the Bureau advised that it 

has concluded that both extortion letters to victim FEAGINS end all four 
letters to Mr* CLARK FROWN had been prepared on the Underwood Elite and 
the Underwood Pica typewriters located in the office of Mr* W« C* KUHL ;’ 
from Which specimens had been taken by the agents on 7-7-U7# 

- v.; : ‘ 1 0 V On July 10, 19it7* Mr* W. C* KUHL advised he had dismissed 

Miss JAMES'from his employ having given her two weeks advance pay and 
‘. severed her connection with the organization as of noon, July 8, 19li7* ' ■ 

The writer telephonically contacted the Honorable 
CHARLES BEASLEY, Assistant United States Attorney, Fort Smith, Arkansas, ■ , 

on-July 11, 19h7> and advised him of the facts involved in this case* 1* 


Section 338-A, 


Mr* BEASLEY authorized the filing of a complaint under 
He recommended bond in the amount of $5,000*00* . - • . jr= • 


Mss JAMES was taken into custody bn the afternoon of 
July 11, 19U7> after a complaint had been filed before U* S* Commissioner 
THELMA WINIIAM, Texarkana, Arkansas, charging Mss JAMES with a violation 
of Section 33§rA, Title 18, USC, in that on or about April 29, 19h7, she ' 
transmitted through the United States mails a .letter to Mr* E. E. -FEAGINS : 
demanding $ 3 , 000*06 and threatening physical violence in the event her 
demands were not met* Miss JAMES was arraigned before Mrs* WINHAM on.the 
afternoon of 7—H-itf and her .bond was set at $>5,000*00* She was released 
on bond furnished by her cousin^ Mr* SID BAXTER, operator of the GRIM 
DRUG STORE, Texarkanaj to await the action of the Federal Grand Jury for;, 
the Western District cf Arkansas* ; / r" ,.. v 
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Miss JAMES was interviewed at length by agents 
and SIMPSON along, with local officers having previously worked on this case,;./ . 
and she staunchly maintained throughout the interview that she" had not ' : 

written any of the letters involved in instant, case* ’ Fifteen pages of hand-- 
wri.1d.ng and handprinting were furnished by/Miss JAMES and these specimens' 
were forwarded to the FBI Laboratory on 7-l2«4i7*.. 


. ‘ , . . By teletype dal^d. r 7—l5-ii7> iiie Laboratory advised that 

it could reach no conclusion regarding'/.the. : heaiiidiHX!itir^;'' of Mss JAMES and 
compared with Specimens Q-£>1, Q-*j>2, ahd:Q-£>3> same being a handwritten 
, lettep to Capt* M. T. GONZAULLAS*; • : rf w ' r A s '- ; \;//„/.‘" : : 

Likewise, no conclusion was reached when the known/ : ; . 
Specimens were compared with the queslione'd' handprinting specimens in this i;• 
case as well as in the KILCREASE case because/of variations due to apparent 
disguise in both the known and questioned material* The Laboratory advised . 
that sufficient; characteristics were noted in both the handwriting and 
handprinting" to warrant obtaining further known specimens from Miss JAMES*' 

/ By teletype to the St* Louis Office datefeJuly 18, 1947, 
the Little Rock Division requested that all available specime^^pf MLss ■ ’ 
JAMES* handwriting and handprinting be obtained from her personnel file > 
at the Records/ Administration Center and be : f orwarded to the FBI Laboratory 
fi>r comparison With the questioned specimens in this case* T>- : . 

• " v - ;• Dy letter dated July;22, 19h7> the little Rock Division 
transmitted to the Bureau a receipt book Obtained from the National Equity- 
life Insurance Company, Texarkana, which book contains numerous specimens 
of Miss JAMES * handwriting in the form of carbon copies of receipts issued 
by her while working as a secreta^. in that office* '• •/ 

; : . The following description of. Mss JAMES was obtained 

through observation and interrogation: ...' v.:-/, .. ; • 


Name . /•• Wv 

Sex 

Nationality 
Age •.••• >" /' 

• Race M• 
Date of birth V 
Place of birth 
Beight 

weight - ■ ... v 

Build . / - 

Hair - _-V > 

Eyes : " •■./' 

■ --'"i 


• MADELINE MARI JAMBS, ; 

: Female: v' : : /•. 
American ■ V- '/•'. 

V;hi ; : ■■ . :••• - 

■' WhiteL ' • ; ’V 

• 3^24-06: 

Texarkana, Arkansas 

:s$n* 

... 100 : / .-'V 

Slender 
’ Brovm , • 

Grey 











Complexion 

Occupation 

Education 

Relatives 
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Medium to sallow ■ - ; 

*Stenographer 
High School 

Mother — Mrs. EMMA JAMES 
v 3112 Locust St* 
Texarkana, Arkansas 
Cousin - SID. BAXTER 
:■ Grim Drug Store -A s :'yS:_' 

Texarkana, Arkansas . 


P . B N D I K G 


- 6 •• - 
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- ’ ' - Vv - UNDE ¥ E L O P E D ; L E ADS . - . ' 

THE LITTLE ROCK' OFFICE ATTEXARKANA.* ARKANSAS r' 

y -'' vi;-. Will obtain furtherhahd^iting and handprinting 
^speciniens. from Miss JAMES and forward them to the FBI Laboratory# 

' Will report the result of previously requested 

examinations by the Laboratory* 
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September 18, W0ft 


Hr* W. H. ITasley 
Sheriff of Bowie County 
Texarkana, Texas 


Re? mmmv subject* mum of 

3ECTT JOE BOOKER AND. JAMES 
PAUL MARTIN, AKIIL 14, 1946 
TEXARKANA, BOWIE COUNT*, TEXAS 


Wy dear Sheriff* 


Reference is made to your letter of September 6, 1947# 
requesting that the fingerprints of Orville Soyk be compared 
with the latent fingerprints previously developed and remaining 
unidentified in connection with your investigation of the abeve- 
entitled case* 

You are advised that the finger impressions of Soyk, 
•-PBI-4762167, whose Army serial number is 464X14474# have been 
compared with the latent fingerprints previously developed in 
the instant case, but no identification was effected* 

Assuring you of my desire to be of assistance in these 
matters, 1 as 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


SFLjCJO 
RECORDED 62-80862 
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Mr. Nease_ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 9-13-47 llsOO AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: m , xJNKNOYW SUBJECT: Murder of Number: 62-80864-166 

Betty Joe Booker and Jamo3 Paul 
Martin, April 14, 1946 

Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas 0 ^ V I LLE 

Specimens: 

Compare fingerprints named suspect, ORVILIE SOYK, #FBI 4762167 
with the unidentified la tents in the above case. 


If Army Serial # available, please furnish. 


/ 

Examination requested by: W. H. Presley, Sheriff Bowie County, Texarkana, Texas , 

Date received: 9-12-47 anb 

Date of reference communication: 9-6-47 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: , Examination by: LATONA 

'f/s? /f 

/9S If //& of? 4 /yyj/ 

Fbitf +/76ZLU 7 
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W. h. (Bill) Presley 

Shepiff Bowie County, Texas 
214H) MAIN ST. 

Texarkana, Texas 

September 6, 1947 


Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Single Fingerprint Section 
Dear Sir: 


Re: Unknown Subject. Murderer, of Betty " 
Joe^Booker and James Paul^Martin, 
April 14,~ 1946, Texarkana, Bowie 
County, Texas, 




/ 


It is requested that you compare the fingerprints of 
Orville)|Soyk, F.B.I. No. 4762167, with the unidentified 
latent fingerprints on file in your office in the above 
entitled case. From the criminal record you furnished us 
under date of September 3, 1947, it is noted that Soyk is 
at present serving a six year sentence in USDB, Fort Leaven¬ 
worth, Kansas. In the event your files show Soyk’s Army 
Serial Number, it would be appreciated if you could furnishv^^^ 
us this information. ^ 

Your cooperation in this matter is sincerely appreciated. 

- Yours truly, 


W. H. Presley, She/Lff 
Bowie County, Texas 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


f 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 
FROM : 



ROSEN 
J. T. DG1 


SUBJECT: MADELEINE 
ELMER EDM! 
EXTORTION 



<0 

JAMES 

EAGINS, VICTH 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT: 

betty joe Looker, et al., victims 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS MURDERS 


date: September 4,^Jj^j B 7 Tg53 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Lad d - 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon^_ 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_‘ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beah m - 
Miss Oandy_ 


PURPOSE: 


The purpose of this memorandum is to inform you that from a review of 
the investigative report from the Little Rock Office, it is apparent that the 
subject, who was uncooperative and failed to make any admissions regarding the 
Texarkana murders, was motivated by reason of numerous quarrels which she had 
had with the residents, in her neighborhood in writing these letters. You will 
recall as set forth in my memorandum of July 31, 1947, the subject has been 
taken into, custody, charged with Extortion and is presently out on $5,000 bond 
pending action of the Federal Grand Jury at little Rock. 


LABORATORY IDENTIFICATIONS: 


The Laboratory identified specimens taken from a typewriter in a 
real estate office where the subject was employed as being the typewriter used 
in preparing the extortion notes in the Feagins case and a number of the letters 
addressed to police officials in the Texarkana murder cases. The subject's 
handwriting was identified as being identical with that contained on an extortion 
letter addressed to Victim FloycrKilcrea se. 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS: 


The little Rock report, in summarizing the various letters involved in 
both the murder cases and the two extortion cases, sets forth that the suspects 
mentioned by the subject in her letters in connection with the Texarkana murders 
were residents in the general neighborhood where the subject resides. The sus¬ 
pects she mentioned in her letters were persons with whom she had had some type 
of difficulty wSSrh in the neighborhood in the past, likewise the Victims Kilcrease 
and Feagins were persons with whom the subject had had some type of neighborhood 
feud. From an examination of the report, it did not appear that the subject had 
any information of value regarding the Texarkana murders and that her motive in 
directing all of these letters was merely to try to make trouble for those in¬ 
dividuals with whom she had had neighborhood feuds in the past. 


ACTION: 


RECORDED! 


The prosecution of this matter will be closely f 
a<3vise<h ; of frhei ; g^gults. ^ 





JTLimja 

62-80864 
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REPORT 
of the 


LABORATORY 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
^^SHINGTON D.C. 

October 13, 1947. 


SAC. DAu^.S 


There follows the report of the $BI. laboratory on the examination 
of evidence received from your office on October 2'i 1947. 





John Edgar Hoovar, Director 


UKKNQT.N .OBtJaCT; item JOE Booms.; Ji AES 
■■ mi «kl®M - ¥iCH*S,. iiURHth, .apfcti 14, 1946, ¥OURFILENO 
Xex&ttJklhk, TMAw; i-OLiCii COOPaMTIO# :: fbi file no 

l!1 NO 62-1229 

E . ' , : .. v • • 62-80864 -168 

Examination requested by: , . B-71S20 CT 

R.f.r.nc.: IfellaS • ' ' ' 


Examination 


Specimens: 


^,...^>*•^9/27/47 


fccusent 


Qo55 Photos tat ic copy of a handwritten latter beginning "K-ilo: ton* t try 

and look me up.y„., n and ending on reverse aide 1 *......love to know*”. 


■Mr. Tol8on__ 

■Mr. E. A. TaSHT 

■tor. Clegg_“ 

■Mr. Qlavln 

■Mr'. Nlchoi s> /~ 
■Mr. Rosen 

. Tr.acy~ TTcy 
. Carso n*"*^ 
. Ega n £ 

. Ournea -»■ 

. Harbo 
. Hendo n 
. Pennington ’ 7 
Hat. Quinn Tarn* 
ftr. Kease £gj 

Kiss Qandy~iZ 


It was concluded that the handwriting ; appearing on the evidence listed 
above as Qe55 was not prepared by Madeline Mary ^ameawho has previously been 
identified as the writer of the previously suteiitted questioned handwriting end 
handprinting in this case. 

The handwriting m specimen Qc55 was searched through the laboratory's 
. Anonymous tetter*: effecting an identification. A suitable photographic 

copy of this writing W* 'edited to this fil- for future reference and- comparison. 

-fes- ap iifti da ton ho 5 5 is a photos tat ic copy it is' being retained in 
% SallasM a I L £ D e ^ ^ \ J ,f <> ■ ■: ' 




k:ja .yjfr ■, ; >mn 

fiBaursunau/ of investigation f 
s ik s. o&'Amm <k *?;-«* | 


; * ' • fa. * « (\ 









‘.FORM NO, 64 


Office 


# 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: 9-27-47 


FROM : SAC, DALLAS ATTENTION: FBI LABORATORY 

$ 

SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; BETTY JOE BOOKER} JAMES _ 

PAUL v MARTIN-VICTIMS, Murder, April 14, 1946, 

TixirkanaTTexas} POLICE COOPERATION 


71820 


Enclosed herewith is a photostatic copy of a letter re¬ 
ceived by the "Beauregard Times", De Ridder, Louisiana, from an 
anonymous individual who ctimed to be "The/^Tgatarkana killer." The 
identity of the writer is unknown. . 


?The Sheriff’s Office at Texarkana, Texas, has' requested 
that this letter be forwarded and that it be searched through the 
handwriting files of the Bureau in an effort to identify the writer. 

The copy may be retained in the Bureau files. The Dallas 
Division should be advised of the results of this examination. 




ip-'t 


WPsW 

62-1229 

cc - New Orleans 



. AND SPECIMENS RETAINED IN LAB. 
SOR LAB. ACTION AND REPORT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. l - ; ‘ . '' •>' 

This case originated at . ' “ LITTLE ROCK 


FILE NO. 9-; 


REPORT MADE AT, 


LITTLE ROCK « 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR* REPORT MADE BY ' 

4 • • -WHICH MADE' V*: '■* ’ ' ‘ ‘ 

9-26-47 8*.24.25*26-47 , DALE 0, SIMPSON 


MADELINE, 


1 ‘CHARACTER.OF. CASE 

; ' . ’ •", 


3WARD-FEAGINS - Victim; • 
CLGREASE r Victim. 


EX TORT I ON 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


1r 


-1 n 

i" 


Federal Grand Juiyy Ft* Sndth, ,Arkansas, ^ ^ ^ -Bf- ■' 

returns tiro-count indictment against •' r . - , : ; ^. 
subject on 8-26-47* Subject enters "not : 
guilty 11 plea before Federal Judge HARRY ^ 

J» LEMLEY at Texarkana on 9-24*417.. Trial : V : 
date set as il-10-47i. ; -^ky-. :• 

: BUREAU FILE 62180864. <'vV?V / ;•-/-/ ;= 

Report of SA DAIE 0. SIMPSON dated 8-13-47, 
at Little Rock,-. Arkansas*. .;*•£: v -r . 

The title of this case is being changed to reflect addition 
of the name of Victim FLOXD KILCREASE* ■ ^, v : - 


The facts of this case were presented by the -writer to a 
Federal Grand Jury at Ft* Smith, Arkansas, on 8-£6-47* A two-count indictment 
was returned against subject; charging her with haying written letters to V 
FLOYD KCLCREASE and ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS in violation of the extortion statute* 


Miss JAMES appeared before Federal 1 judge HARRY J. LRMLFjY 
at Texarkana, Arkansas, on 9-24-47 and entered a "not guilty" plea t© each 
count of the indictment* Judge LEMLSY set November 10, 1947, as the date of 

: trial* :•" ‘y ■ ■ • : Y' ■ Y- ; , •'■ v vYY-'Y r 


w ; V f )r 


iQPIES DESTROYED 

i iM %^/1/f*’ 

APPROVED AND I \ 1/ . ,f If fr 4 

FORWA R DED: l V \ 'J4 1 


_ /y^ \ ’ I ... COPIES of/this report.- 

(r2yL BUREAU .. {/ Y 

1 - USA^Ft. Smith / 

YY-"" ; - >T • 

2 - LITTLE ROCK .'Al 


- P E N D I N G 


SPECIAL AOENT 

IN CHARGE . 


. DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 




1 RI&CQRP^ 






u. *. ootisnkcnt rwwrwo omoi 7f*-Sid34 










* USD E T E LOP E D L E ADS .. 

3HE IITTLE ROCK OFFICE AT LITHE ROCK, ARKANSAS: . 

prepare a prosecutive' summary* 
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Form tfo. & 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED At UETTLE EOCK 


File Nb. 9-320 


REPORT MADE AT: 


LITTLE ROCK 


DATE WHEN MADE: PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE: REPORT MADE BY: 


9-29-47 


9-2l|4i7 


MADELINE MARY JAMBS; 
BIROT 


ELMER ( EDWARD'FEAGI NS - Victim j 
FLOYD 'KILCREASE - Victim, 


DALE 0. SIMPSON 


CHARACTER OF CASE: 


EXTORTION 


SUMMARY REPORT 


FLOYD KILCREASE, operator of a welding and repair shop, 
Texarkana, Arkansas, received a handprinted letter, postmarked 1-29-47 » at 
Texarkana, Arkansas - Texas, instructing him to place twenty $100.00 bills 
in a paper sack and then place the sack in an abandoned building at 26th Street 
and Cpunty Avenue, Texarkana, Arkansas, at 7*00 PM, on Thursday, January 30, 
19U7* Mr* KILCREASE resided at 3119 Locust, Texarkana, Arkansas, at the time 
he received the letter. 


instructions. 


Mr. KILCREASE ignored the letter and did not comply with the 


Mr, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, a Missouri-Pacific Railroad fireman 
residing at 3119 Locust, Texarkana, Aticansas, received a typewritten letter, 
postmarked lj-29-47 at Texarkana, Ark-Tex, instructing him to wrap $3,000 in an 
oil doth of dark color and then to place the package at the head of the spring 
in Springlake Park, Texarkana, Texas, between 8:00 and 8:15 on Friday, May 2, 

19^7• Instant letter directed Mr. FEAGINS to have no “watchdog or prowlers" and 
to "keep quiet about this or else." 

Mr* FEAGINS complied with the instructions contained in instant 
letter, placing the package at the designated place at the specified time. The 
scene of proposed pay-off spot was surveilled by local officers at Texarkana 
and Bureau agents* No contact was made by the writer of the letter. 

Mr. FEAGINS received a second typewritten letter, postmarked 
May 5, 19U7, at Texarkana, Ark-Tex, advising him that "many a slip has been made 
between the cup and the lip*" Instant letter concluded with the statement, "You 
asked for it." 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


APPROVED AND // 

FORWARDED: if / 

JCOWES dMi 


. Special agent 
/ in Charge 


im 


ORDED AND INDEXED: 


\ <3 , „ COPIES OF THIS ] IEPORT FURNISHEOl TO, 

NOV I 8 j0©4 \Z 

? 2 - BUREAU' VC 


1 - USA, Ft. Smith 

2 - LITTLE ROCK 


COPY IN FILE' 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION *} CHECKE 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


U. 8. tKIVKRNMKNT P1UKTINO OFFICE 
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■■ i V Q 

arrest of Miss MADELINE MARY JAMES, 

July 11, 19U7. . ' 


;1Ms matter: resulted in: the, >• 
old', at Tescarlcana, Arkansasj, on 


' '***:■* . 


The FBI Laboratory Ms identified specimens of Miss JAMES* 
handprinting as being identical ^th the handprinting contained in the letter 
received ty Mr, FL03© S HLCftftASE. She FEE Lateratory also has: c<mcluded, f ren 
specimens submitted, ihat an Underwood typewriter located at theW* v C*-EOTIL;^''^ r ’; - 
RE&L ESTATE CFFICB, Texarkana, was used to prepare both letters received by;; 

Mr* ELMER EDWARD FEAGiNS* Miss JAMES lias employed as a stenographer in the’ 

W. C*. KDro.;E|AL, ESTATE #FICE from May, ';i^U6y 

; , v The Statute of limitatidhs, uith regard to each of the letters 

mentioned above, was tolled. ty, the return of an indictment ty - a Federal. Grand. 1 
' Jury at Fort Smith,, Arkansas, on 84J6-47* • 7 : . 7;. ■ -V 

.A ccn^laini was filed before United States Commissioner 
1HELMA C* WINHAM at Texarkana, Arkansas, on7-114*7, charging Miss JAMES with 
a violation of Section 3384 a, Title 18, Miss JAMES was arraigned before Commissioner 
WENHAM on 7-114*7, at which time she was released ora $$,000, bond, 

. .•} A Federal Grand Jury returned a two-count indictment 

Miss JAMES at Ft* Smith* Arkansas, on 


Mr, FLOS) KlLCRE^E ' V/,; :-V • 

Residence 823 Dudley; Texarkana, Arkansas 
Business address - 103 Jackson; Texarkana, Arkansas 
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‘ Mr* KTLCRSASB will further testify that he resided at 3H9 
Locust Street, Texarlsana , Arkansas, at the time he received instant letter* 

Special Agents H. S. HALLETT and BALE 0* SIMPSON, Texarkana, 
Arkansas, Dili testify they were furnished handwriting and handprinting 
specimens by. Mas JAMES on July 11 , 19kT, and on July 25, 19h7. 

: ' ' Handwriting Examiner ; 

FBI Laboratory : 7 . 

Washington, D* C* 7 

Will testify that the handprinting contained in the letter 
addressed to Mr* KJLCREASE is identical with the handprinting contained in 
the specimens submitted to the FBI Laboratory as being specimens obtained 
from Mbs JAMES* 7. 77 7 V - ••• .• 7 . 

She second count of the indictment is concerned with the 
letters received by: Mr* ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS *.-’;• v '' : : .7 

V: Mr* ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS .. ’’”■> S' ' ‘ 

. 3119, Locust Street . ■" 7 7 

Texarkana, Arkansas • 7.7 ”7 

Will testify that he received the following typewritten 
letter, postmarked April 29, 19U7* Texarkana,, Ark-Tex:. • 


“WHEN TOU HAVE BEEN A RAIL RQADER YOUR SELF YOU NO DOUBT 
UNDERSTAND RAIIROADING. SINGE YOU HAVE DONE. THIS THEN YOU 7- 
UNDERSTAND THE GAME. SINCE THIS IS THE CASE YOU DID IT IN : . 

THE PAST WILL ASK FOR RETURN WITH INTEREST. AT THE SPRING LAKE 
PARK VAULT AFTER ENTERING GATE AT HEAD (F SIRING AT VAULT ON 
EAST SIDE .PUT THIS SPONDULUX. IN AN OILCLOTH CF DARK CQLCR 
AND THEN TIED WITH DARK S5HING CAN’T FIND PAINT OILCLOTH 
THIS AMOUNT CF MONET IN AS SMALL BUNDLE AS POSSIBLE IN AS 
LARGE AMOUNT CF MONEY AS POSSIBLE. LARGE BUNDLE SO AS TO NOT 
MAKE POSSIBLE. PUT THIS ON FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK BETWEEN 
EIGHT AND EIGHT FIFTEEN BRINGING YOUR OLDEST DAUGHTER WITH 
YOU. THEN LEAVE GO HOME STAT QUIET. WITHOUT ALLOWING ANYONE 
TO. KNOW ABOUT THIS IN ANY WAY YOU KNOW WHAT-I MEAN. THE AMOUNT 
IS THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS THIS IS OILY FIRST REQUEST TO GET BACK 
YOUR REQUEST OR RAILROADING? REMEMBER:??? YES YOU DO* DON’T 
HAVE .ANY WATCH DOG OR PROWLERS* KEEP QUIET ABOUT THIS CR ELSE. 
YOUR RAIIROADING OTHER PEOPLE IS OVER. REMEMBER YOUR FAMILY - 
AND KEEP RULES AND MOM OR??????» 






•-‘’fcsAs ■ 
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Mr* FEAGINS will testify that he received S : seocnd 
typewritten letter, postnsrked May 19k7 f at Texarkana,. Ark-Tex,. as 
follows*: .. ■ ■ ■ Z-ZZ-' '■IS: v ;; 


“MANY A SUP HUS BEEN MADE BETWEEN THE, CUP AMD THE LIP* 
YOUR -LIP DID IT TOGETHER WITH YOUR FAMILY; . YOU ASKED 
FOR IT* YOUR VERSION WRONG ACCUSATION WRONG LIP TOO 

big -you Asked for -it together with others up. you 

WERE TOLD TO DO SOMETHING* IT IS WHAT YOU HAVE DONE 
iH PAST NOT OTHERS* YOU AND YOUR UPPERS WILL FIND THIS 
I OUT IN TIME , YOU ASKED FOR IT*" • - ^ 


• - Ifi?* FEAGINS will testify that both letters were addressed 

to him at 3U9 Locust Street, Texarkana, Arkansas>his residence address* 

He will further testify that Miss JAMES was in a position-to observe his 
activities, as indicated in the Uhy $, I 9 R?, letter, while endeavoring to 
comply with - the instructions contained in the April 29, 19h7* letter, inasimieh 
as Biss JAMBS resides at 3112 Locust Street, Texarkana, Arkansas, which / 
address is directly across the street from the home of Mr* FEAGINS* 

Special Agent W* DBWEY PRESLEY-;ZZ ■ : -\Z/ : ' V T ; -’Z v r‘ -J-'CiS'. Z' 

an d '• ' -'V; V‘- >;■ ■■■ 

■ Special Agent-DALE' O* SIMPSON :..••• Z.ZZ'zy •• ' ;C zZ ,. 

• . < Z.Z; - . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ; Z. -Z>;., Z 

• Texarkana 'ZZ:^-~ r 'Z- Zw> 

• . Will testify they secured specimens from two Underwood type¬ 
writers. located at the W. C. KUHL REAL ESTATE OFFICE, 108 E* Third, 

Texarkana, Arkansas, on July 7, 19k7, and that the specimens obtained were 
forwarded to the FBI Laboratory* PRESLEY secured specimens from Underwood 
Machine bearing aerial nunteef 61*1-806* SIMPSON secured specimens from 
Underwood Machine bearing serial number 3,761,682* -Z ■ 

■ Z Z ■ ' TypewritingZExaminer ZZvZZ\:’Ozyy->y; ” Z Zv ■' ••v ; ' . 

Z-r-ZZ'/Z Z - FBI laboratory \-Z -V X - -Z. Z Z'.Z'VZ Z ' 

Z, '■ -zZZZ-'Z-Washington, D* C» ; Z-. .v--- ZZ"-'; Z'Z.,yZ'.Z’ --Z > 


:, Z till testify that the same typewriter was used to prepare 

both letters received by Mr* :FEAOD^# Will further testify that specimen# 
submitted by the Little Rock Office of the FBI as having been obtained Zff'Om 
the. W* C. KUHL REAL ESTATE OFFICE were prepared by the same typewriter as . 
that used to .prepare both letters to Mr* FEAGIMS* 1 V • -..'Z-V;' Z"‘*Z ; 


- U 










. - *t &* .y »* ••.; ,'■ '.J. ; *^Sj v • . * . . ' „ * •*. ' > .*•• ■ *' ► ? *’ -i •' •• >• ' *• • ,v *■ ; ■/**-* -■ 

• :> .. ’; tV 'tt' V.; i : .Vi'Yjtfti ‘ • * V->?/; v ' ; C.* ' •• "v*- * ■■ . 
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•fl Hr* W. C. KOHL r v ,'v-'.‘;Vv r'.-v 

Residence - 1203 Grand, Texarkana, Ark# v iv . 

- ; Business address - 108 East Third, Texarkana, Ark* 

i ;: Will testify that Miss JAMBS was a part-time 

stenographic employee in Ms office from the latter park of Ray, 19lj6, to 
July, 19U7> and that she had access to both typewriters in the office* 

yy-;i ; r jj> . Mr. CIARK BROWN .r • • ,Av\ % -ylyV 

\-yy'y , 1109 Locust Street v.;--. 

^y -^y.yyr^yX TOJLl testify he received typewritten letters sailed'to him 
on December 17, i9U6j January 3* 19ii7j March 21, 19U7} and May.,’ 19li7 • : ? 

• i : V%9miting taioer 4 ' , ■ ; 

' /• fy. FBI Laboratory ■ ’ ; ,• ../ • 'x.,’"fivv 

■ Washington, P* C» 'fi •/: . £ V; -i^y 


- • .: Will testify that the typewriter used to prepare the '[£ 

letters addressed to Mr, FEAGINS.is the same typewriter used to prepare 
. the December 17, 19h6, envelope and letter and the March 21 j 19b 7, aivelope 
addressed to Mr* CLARK BROWN, • -yf ‘ ‘ > v.^’ -''Sy:-.- 

r; t Will further testify that the envelopes and letters addressed 

to Mr, BRCSM dated January 3> 19h7, add Ray 2, 19h7, and the letter dated 
March 21, 19k7 t were prepared on the same Itoderwood typewriter bearing Elite 
type face as the specimens submitted by the Little Rock Division as having 
come from a machine at the W* C, KOHL office. . j 

'Captain M. T. GONZAHLIAS ; V - : ■ ,, '-‘l, /y : /y 

‘ v ■ Ly.y-yy^ , Commanding^ : Co, B •' W ' •; ''; f . v .. •' 

Texas Rangers '• yy'i'\ : ->V ■ 
: • 1916 2nd Avapua •.v. : : /.•:/ ; 

'^. v;.>c -• li ' ■ Qalias, Texas . •; ■ : ^-v• : ^ ’’ ' ''v;;'. 

. mil testify that he received three anonymous letters ? ; 

addressed to him> care of Texarkana, Texas, Police Station during the ./> . 

investigation of a sexies of murders at Texarkana during the Spring.and * J 
Stunmer of 19h6* - ' : -'-.v' :: y 

" v The first letter was a handprinted letter hearing postmark ^ 
of May 3| 19h6, Texarkana Ark-Tax* The letter is as follows: 
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"Captain Gonzallus: - 


V ■ The writer would like to meet you personally, but every 

movement is being watched, on account;thinking writer overheard 
conversation or least portion of it* Wish you would never give 
me away ever if you knew as my life would not be worth any more: 
to these parties than was of those lately murdered* V-^VV. 

"Please beilieve this, gun of German make - , using *45 or 38 caliber, 
was borrowed recently for more trouble, so watch this week end , 
for something or later* They said that had gotten by with so much 
• ; Charles Holmes is carrier of gun, gotten from Patrick 

Jones Holmes lives on Garland, Jones on Locust Sts* & Bruck Jones 
on or near Mount Olive, they said had hO or $0 to cover up for 
alibis if ever questioned* Holmes said like first girl murdered, 
well enought no one else not to; have her did not mention last 
couple* Holmes is clever and cunning gotten by with stealing and 
. : : rapping and has plenty to help him, as his did is law on Ark side* 

:• "Said H C* Holmes was carrying gun for own protection and would- 
have good alibi of March 2h* This is true andhopeyou will see 
into this as are getting braver please bum this, even tho true, 
writer would be killed if ever known^ this is valuable to you* 
Shake*"him down* But please, burn* Ytoiter will not sign name as 
. ' want to live** ‘ : V- ' • 

V V ; 7. 

. .The second letter is a typewritten letter bearing postmark of 
June 2h, l?h6, Texarkana, Ark-Tex* The letter is as follows: 

- ^ "Capt* Gonzallaus: ■ - •’ _ 

"Some tim e ago you were written a letter, concerning three different 
V parties, addressed to you at Texas Police Station, and whether you 

got it or not, is not known* 

"Sometimes letters written like this seem to be maybe to 
you people not too much importance, but to others possibly would 
. - mean their life* This letter ref erred to was written in time 

before the Stacks* murder and you were given three names and this 


6 
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"is anothet* note or letter ■written in behalf of lives of people 
care to live, but cannot come to you#. Trusting ybu are not., 
favoring no certain Ark* Lav man or his friend, which is hot . 
written in any way, shape or manner, as an accusation, of any 
kind with reference to our 1 lawsor you* If you Will do sane 
question£ think you will have something, as as what we need in 
this town is co-operation and no. pay off* iSIk getting 
mighty big and brave and time getting ripe, so get busy and watch 
these people* ' . 


“Trust you will keep this confidential as you said you would in . 
the newspaper, is not written with spirit of railing things up, 
tut with all good intention to help protect the lives of not only 
one person, but possibly many* : • 


"If you will check Blue two door Sedan, without top, you, /- . 
of it had been the findings, no doubt would of been an advantage 
to you* This Sedan belongs to boy not over 2U, North of Texarkan% 
Arkansas* Has been washed and rewashed, and had two friends to ' 
help him* and gun was returned to one of them* Keep that confidential, 
confidential as it means the lives of more than one*" 


The third letter also was postmarked during 19h6, but 
the remaining part of the postmark has been team off* This letter is written 
in longhand, and is set forth as follows: I v ; 1 


"pear Captains - 


"As soma, people have hobbies I have one looking at different 
license number, especially State licenses and have tried to 
find you in or on the jtone and am told you were out and wish you 
would keep this confidential* TNhile travelling out highway toward, 
little Rock noticed car parked near railroad track and it backed 
out, since then learned car the night Mr* Stark's was .murdered was 
parked close to railroad track, road where told Mrs*, Starks went 
across to sisters house and this car number 85-399. Arkansas and 
saw it since on trips to Texarkana, but just recently learned the 
car man or woman eused was parked there reason for not letting 
you know sooner* “Man and only one man occupied car and this ' 
car turned in road olOse to Martindale farm* % 


"Hope this will help you some*" 


- 7 
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■ ' Mr* Stewart Stanley ' • -Vy'' ,/•• ^ 

: X /-X ' X : - Texas Rangers . . : v : ; X;x>:XX:’ <X .\f '/’V- 

• Clarksville, Texas X’xXXxC.X 

X ; mil testify that during june,19h7, he removed from the •.•.-••• 

files of the Bcmie County, Texarkana, Texas, Sheriff?? VQffice, the letters 
addressed td Capt* Ganzaullas postmarked May.■ 3, n .l9l*6>' and June 2li,xl?ii6* 

He turned these .letters over to Special Agent ;W. DEWET' ERESLET for forwarding 

to the FEE Laboratory. ' XX'X v' x"XX;’ : XX. Xv— X-. ' 

X, . Mr. Tillman Johnson 

Chief Deputy Sheriff >7 ■. X• 7x7.X. > • 

•X, ; Miller County ; '•X/.';,x^;;,' ■; V- 

^ Texarkana, Arkansas '. '■■'y:.~ J SXX 

• , Will testify that during June, 19ii7> he removed from the- 
files of the Miller County, Texarkana, Arkansas, Sheriff's Office the letter 
addressed to Captain Gonzaullas postmarked during 19h6* This is the letter 
from which the remainder of the postmark had been torn off* Mr. JOHNSON' .. 
turned this letter oyer to Special Agent DALE. 0^ SIMPSON for forwarding to 
the FBI Laboratory* • •. MX'-''•••• - X,. ; X-, : % ■ 

x Handwriting Examiner \x . ; ' X ^V--- 

:vX.-' -FHE Laboratory • 'X- /• 'XV;' X.-Xx ■ .'V. \;7 . 

- ■ X* • ■ ' X ; - Washington, D* C* :-X, X ■'X, ■ V ';X, : 'X f 


Will testify that the handprinted letter to Capt* Gonzaullas 
dated May 3, 19U6, was written by the same'individual who wrote the hand¬ 
printed letter to Mr. FLOXD KELGRE&SE on-January 29,/19U6* X 7,"X : X 

, ; Will: testify further that the handwritten letter to Capt. 
Gonzaullas dated 19U6 was prepared.by the. same individual who furnished 
handwriting specimens to Special Agents HALLETT and SIMPSON on July. U and 
July 2519h?> flfelch specimens were furnished to the FBI Laboratory for 
comparison* •:. . .X X : . 


The Identification Division of the FBI has advised that 
Miss JAMES has ho Identification Record* v « XX • 
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Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr, Pennlngto'h 
Mr, Quinn Tamm' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 10-27-47 3:00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; Number: 62-80864-171 

BETTY JOE BOOKER; JAIES PAUL MARTIN - VIC TIMS 
MURDER- Aoril 14, 1947, Texarkana, Texas; 

POLICE COOPERATION 


Specimens: 

Compare fingerprints named suspect, ROBERT H. BADTEN, ASN 20652120 
with the unidentified latent s in the above case. 


Examination requested by: SAC, “ilwcukee 

Date received: 10-25-47 amb 

Date of reference communication: 10-22-47 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: 


CC: Dallas 'Y 






Examination by: ROBYAK 


- >t«)\ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




TO 




! 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, Milwaukee 



\u|x3^ JECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

^BEITY J0#B00KER: JAMES PAUL , 

' ^MABTIN^-V ictims - Murder April 14, 

1947 Texarkana, Texas; POLICE COOPERATION 


By letter dated September 27, 1947 the Dallas Office requested 
that the Army Serial Number of MR. R. H. BADTEN be confidentially obtained 
at Stevens Point, Wisconsin. The Dallas Office likewise requested that 
when this number was obtained the Bureau be requested to compare BADTEN'S 
fingerprints with the unidentified latent fingerprints in the above- 
entitled case which are on file at the Bureau. 

For the Bureau’s further information in this matt®, this is 
to advise that MR. RUBIN LEWIS, Veterans Service Office, Portage County 
Wisconsin advised that the Army Serial number of ROBERT H^&ADTEN of 
134 Clover Street, Stevens Point, Wisconsin is 30-652-120. MR. L5WIS 
further advised that BADTEN is an employee of the Hardware Mutual 
Insurance Company, Stevens Point, Wisconsin and that his records further 
reflect that BADTEN was born November 12, 1921 at Stevens Point and 
that he entered the Aimed Farces on October 15, 1940 and was discharged 
July 9, 1945. Accordingly, the Bureau is requested to compare the 
fingerprints of BADTEN with the unidentified latent which had previously 
beeniOrwarded to the Bureau. 

This matt® is consid®ed ref erred upon completion to the 
office of origin. f 


CC - Dallas 



WJK/® 

62-424 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united state^ government 



date. October 11, 19U7 

\ 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Little Rock 

MADELINE mEgfijAMESj 
ELMEJU^DlfARl^FEAGINS - Victim; 
FLOID^KELCREASE - Victim 
EXTORTION _ 

BUFILE 62-8086U. 


Assistant United States Attorney CHARLES A, 
BEASLEI, JR., Ft. Smith, Arkansas, has advised that this case is 
set far trial at Texarkana, Arkansas, beginning at 9*30 AM, November 
10 , 19U7. 

The presence of the handwriting examiner and the 
typewriting examiner who made the examinations in this case was requested. 

It will be appreciated if the Bureau will advise 
the names of the examiners to attend this trial. 


D 



DRM/rp 

9-320 









SAC, little Bock 7; October 20, 1947 

Director, FBI ■ 7 . 

<D " . ■ ' : • V - ■ 

■ MADELINE MAEL JAMES; 

ElJaEyH^All^SfcQIHS - Victlaj.-■ 

KLOYintemai - victim 

BIT0RTI0» 

lour file 9-320 . . ' ' ’ 

11^7 !|3> Peurlet of October 11, 1947 wherein yen requested that the name 

Sgfl th ® exaxdoer mho made the examinations in this base he famished you, 

^ Ti as this case is set for trial at Texarkana, Arkansas beginning at 

^*§S3Q A.M. November 10, 1947. 

Tou are advised that Special Agent George V. Kyi of the Document 
Section made both the typewriting and handwriting examinations in this 
case. \ ' . 

It is requested that you advise the Laboratory as soon as possible 
which questioned documents Identified in this case will be used at the trial, 
so that appropriate photographic enlargements may be made. 

It is further requested that you advise the exact time and place 
ttr. Kyi will be needed so Suit the noccaeary cozradtmsrrts may be arranged. 

Should any change be made in the date of the trial you should advise the 
Bureau immediately. 


AIR MAIL 
62-80864 
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standard form NO. 64 


# 

Office Memorandum 


t 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 



SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI date: October 25, 19h7 

SAG, Little Rock 


MADELINE MAKS JAMES j 
ELMER^SIDWARD^FEAGINS - Victim 
FLOYD aI LCREASE - Victim 
EXT® HON 


BUFILE 62-8086U. 


Reurlet of October 20, 19U7, wherein you request that the 
Laboratory be advised which questioned documents identified 
in this case will be used at the trial. 


(X. 

( '=■ i&> 

1 >/ 

i ~n 


Assistant United States Attorney CHARLES A. BEASLEY, JR., Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas, has advised that he intends introducing at the 
trial all questioned documents in the case. 


Mr. BEASLEY also has requested the appearance of Special Agent 
GE®GE W. KYL of the Document Section at Room 505, Federal 
BuiLding, Texarkana, Arkansas, at 9*30 AM, November 10, 19^.7. 


DOSi/rp 

9-320 











FBI LITTLE ROCK 
i^lRECTOR 


11-6-47 


10-23 AM 


[' Mias Guz& 


0GENT • ' , „ 

0 <® ■ <g> 4^ 

MADELINE MARY JAMES, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS, VICTIM* FLOYD KILCREASE, /Q 


VICTIM. 


rT 


BUFILE SIX TWO DASH EIGHT NAUGHT EIGHT SIX FOUR. LABORATORY EXAMINER I'/%' 
REQUESTED TO BRING FOR TRIAL AT TEXARKANA NOVEMBER TEN NEXT ORIGINAL 
SPECIMENS Q DASH TWO SEVEN, TWO EIGHT, THREE EIGHT, AND THREE NINE./, r pp 


WHICH WERE FORWARDED TO BUREAU FOR COMPARISON WITH KNOWN SPECIMENS. 
Ml 14, MORLEY __ l 




RECORDED 'W& 



N - NEXT TO LAST LINE SHOUL 


Called Laboratory 




COMM* 


OK PERIOD. 


\^yU-24 AM OK FBI WASH DC NAT 

^71 NOV 151947 : 


lg /N0V1^194 7 


J*£. 

















FBI LITTLE ROCK 


11-10-47 


9-05 PM 





RECTOR 


URGENT 


MADELINE MARY JAMES, ELMER EDWARD FEAGINS,. ]*ICEX. KYL HELD OVER/^ 
TEXARKANA. WILL PROBABLY LEAVE WEDNESDAY PM, ARRIVING HEADQUARTERS 


FRIDAY AM. 


'M~ m 


MORLEY 


10-07 PM OK f FM WA HSB 


rv & is if 1 

U&Ued laboratory K ' G l \ 


111; 


^NRECORBID COPY FILED w ’lVDU30VHd"fV 

















STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


fl/A 

' ‘ FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Sizo2 




DATE: 


November 15, 1947 

Ifr/TolBon 


Elmer EdwIrd^Feagins 
Victim - Extortion 


Mr. E. A. TamnT 
Mr. Cleg g 
Mr. Glavl n~7T~ 
Mr. Ladd IS 
Mr. Nlchol pf jT 
Mr. Rose n duSf 
Mr. Tracy iTgr 
Mr. Carsor r y 8 
Mr. Ega n T 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tajnnft 

Tele, Room_7 

Mr. Haas e 7 
Miss HolmesTFR 

Miss^eSd^lrMt 


Special Agent George W. Kyi of the Document Section arrived 
in Texarkana, Arkansas on Monday morning, November 10, 1947 to give M1 * ~~T 

handwriting and typewriting testimony in Federal Court on documents examined A—‘ 
by him in the FBI Laboratory in connection with the above-entitled case. V 

This trial was originally scheduled for Monday morning at 9:30, . 

November 10, 1947, but because Captain Gonzallus of the Texas Rangers, who was 
a government witness, was unable to be there at that time, the case was postponed /_/o 
until 1:30 PM Tuesday, November 11, 1947. ' 

Mr. Kyi had pretrial conferences with the United States Attorney R. S. 
Wilson and Assistant United States Attorney Chas. Beasley on Monday afternoon, 

November 10 and on Tuesday morning November 11, After the trial opened Tuesday 
afternoon it progressed nicely until the known handwriting specimens were introduced. 
The defense attorneys Ned Stewart and Ben Shaver vigorously contested the 
admissibility of these specimens and put up such an argument that Judge Harry J. 

Lemley dismissed the jury for the day and confined the testimony in his chamber 
until 5 o'clock. 

On Wednesday AM after the defense lost their argument on the 
admissibility of thf$evidence, which was apparently the basis of their case, they 
asked Judge Lemley to have the defendant submitted to a psychiatrist for mental 
examination. The Judge ordered the examination be made Wednesday afternoon and 
recessed court until Thursday AM. 

The psychiatrist found the defendant to be mentally ill and not in 
possession of sufficient mental competency to understand the nature of the pro¬ 
ceedings against her and rationally unable to advise with counsel as tocher defense. 

. f ° ^ f . ‘ * . - * > 

> j * * 

On Thursday AM after hearing the psychiatrist’s report in court, 

U. S. Attorney R. S. Wilson made the motion to dismiss the charge,s> : Due to the / 

facts in the physician's report, Judge Lemley then dismissed the case, 

m* v ^k 

Mr. Kyi was immediately released and caught the first available train 
back to headquarters. ' 


GWK:EG 
62-60864 ' 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FqrmJto. 1 , 

£ this^ase ORIGINATED AT HTTLE ROCK 


L E file no. 9-320 


-REPORT MADE AT 

LITTli ROCK 

TITLE / . 


DATE WHEN MADE VPERIOD FOR , REPORT MADE BY , 4 >,■&^"* : 

WHICH'MADE Jjiy ", ' , \. 

11-27-47 U-10,11^12,1^ DALE 0. SIMPSON 


. .V . ’. v \ ' CHARACTER OF CASE ... 

.MADELINE MAECfoiJAMES; :- 
ELMER / S3DWARD^'EAGINS - VICTIM, V E X t O R t I O N *' 
FLOYDufil LCREASE - VICTIM. - ¥ • 


r 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


“CSV 

REFERENCES^’ 


Subject JAMES found ‘'hot. in possession 
of sufficient mental competency at this 
time to understand the nature of the • . ' 

„ proceedings against her, and rationally 
'if unable to advise with counsel as to her a 
jv defense.” Motion by USA, Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, to dismiss proceedings granted 
^ by Federal Judge HARRY J. LEMIEY on 11- 
s— 13-1947* Dispoeitita Sheet, submitted* 

' < X . ‘ . ' - • ’ . - • • . . •• 

b~ . •• : ■ «- , . :: .*• >: V . ... 

W •- \ ; : Q '• ,>/V ; r •- • V ; 

■ 5L* . I-!. ' V- 'V". •; ■ 

^ BUREAU FI LE 62-80864; / ; : v ' 

Report of Special Agent DALE 0. SIMPSON, 
little Rode, dated .9-29-47* 


Subject JAMES ■was submitted, at th^^^^St^f defense 
attorneys NED STEWART and BEN SHAVER, to a mental examination on 11-12-47. 

On the same day Federal Judge HARRY J. LEMLEY at Texarkana,. 
Arkansas received a letter from the examining physicians to the effect that “this 
patient denies knotting the reason for her arrest and whether or net she does it 
was .ngfeLROasibie to determine at the examination* It is our opinion that this 
woman ^ peftt^Tl^Fill, and that she is ndt in possession of sufficient mental 
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this time to understand the nature of the proceedings against her, 
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'■Mr. 22. A- r«U2M3Si_... ;Jj 


Tv£r. Clegs - - 
Mr. Glavin. 
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COMMtMMTION^SECTIO* 

MAR f 1948 


TELETYPE 
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\ Mr. Niehclo.. I 


N Mrri'cnen . 


j Mr. SSc&n 
! Mr. Gtsrnea. 


' Mr. Herbo . 


( Mr. Pennmstoia 
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FBI DALLAS 
'^DIRECTOR 


Ci\na Teanfa—.. 


3-5-48 

URGENT 


6-37 PM 


K3ss Gsrdy.t. 




UNSUBj BETTY JOE BOOKER, JAMES PAUL nARTIN, VICTIMS, MURDER 

o 

APRIL FOURTEENTH, FORTYSEVEN, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE 


v <- ‘ 


COOPERATION. SO, TEXARKANA. TEXAS- REQUESTED THAT CIVIL SERVICE 


V -Is r* 


FINGERPRINTS OF CHARLES c\NEELEY BE 


COMPARED WITH UNIDENTIFIED 

La 


LATENTS THIS CASE. NEELEY EMPLOYED AS MAIL CARRIER, U. S. POST 
OFFICE, TEXARKANA. BORN DECEMBER TUENTYFIRSLT, NINE NAUGHT SIX, 


AT TEXARKANA, TEXAS. SUTEL RESULTS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


- 71295 

5. S'"* * 


Date recorded: 3 - 8-48 9tOO AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: re : UNSUB, BETTY JCE BOOKER, Number: 62-80864 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN - VICTIMS 
. MURDER, APRIL 14, 194t/? 

Texarkana, Texas, POLICE COOPERATION 

Specimens: 

Compare fingerprints CHARLES C. NEELEY with the unidentified 
latents in above case, comparison purposes. 



sum 


Examination requested by: SAC, Dallas 

Date received: 3-8-48 amb ' 

Date of reference communication: 3-5-48 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 

Evidence Noted by: 


cc: Little Rock 
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t|» FEDERAL BUREAU OF'INVESTIGATION 

^tited states-'Department of - just 


CC-150.' 
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To:. COMMUNICATIONS SECTiON. 
Transmit the following message: W: 

<£} 


MARCH 6,1948 


SAC, SAHAS 
£> 


!- W«B, BUTTY JO): JAKES PAOlWl*, VICTMS, 

MHnE8 ’ afeil mxTmt,-xaxs.mmamaiS 

UPON BASIS or 


CHARLES Cy J@KLEY. 
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V.^ 
# .. 


Inspector MIRON E. GUHNEA 

HORACES. HALLETT, SA 

UNKNOW SUBJECT; 
^VIROIi^STARKS- Victim 

^rmm:iA murders 


January 2U, 191*8 


This is to advise that on May 3, 191*6, at approximately 
9*15 PM, Sheriff W. E. DAVIS, Texarkana, Miller County, Arkansas, tele- 
phonically communicated with the writer and advised that a farmer had 
just been murdered on the outskirts of Texaricana and requested that the 
writer arri Special Agent W. DEWET PRESLEY, of the Dallas Field Division, 
come to his office to afford him assistance in the investigation, of this 
murder. , 

The writer, with Special Agent W. DEWET PRESLEY, arrived 
at the Sheriff’s Office on the Arkansas side at approximately 9*1*0 PM, 

At that time. Sheriff DAVIS requested the two of us to proceed to the . 
home of STARKS and to take charge of the heme and to examine the home 
for any evidence that might be used to assist in solving this murder. 
PRESLEY and I then proceeded to the STARKS home which is located approxi¬ 
mately nine miles North-East of Texarkana on U. S. Highway 67* We arrived 
there a few minutes before 10:00 PM. After surv^ing the situation and 
making certain that no unauthorized persons were allowed in the house, the 
two of us returned to Texarkana to the Resident Agents* Office where we 
secured our photographic equipment, namely: fingerprinting camera, dusting 
kits and lifting tape, and Speed Graphic camera. We then returned to the 
STARKS home. . \ ' 

When we arrived there. Captain M. T. GONZAULLAS, of the 
Texas Rangers, had arrived at the scene of the murder and was there with 
Sharif f W. E. DAVIS. At the request of Sheriff DAVIS, Texas Rangers 
TULLY SEAY and “LITTLE DICK" DIXON were assigned by Captain GONZAULLAS 
to assist in collection of evidence in the STARKS home. 

With the assistance of these two Rangers, photographs were 
made of the interior of the STARKS home, and one .22 slug was located. 
Portions of linoleum were removed from the kitchen floor which contained 
impressions of footprints, then the kitchen window through which entrance, 
to the house had been gained ty the intruder, the kitchen, dining room, “ • 
bedroom, and sitting porch were dusted for latent fingerprints. 

aBCX>KDB5D j - ll \i it 
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The above mentioned procedure took from the time of 
arrival until approximately 9iQQ AM, May 4# 1?46. 

Captain EARL SCROGQIH and Lti AIAN TEMPIaBTON, of the 
Arkansas State Police* arrived at the STARKS home at approximately day¬ 
break, which was around *>»00 AM. The entire -situation was.'explained' to-/ ;; 
them and what had been done, and they then began to measure the distance 
from the bullet holes in the window pane to the ground and made^ A ; V 
maihanatical chart of the distance from where the victim*s body was found 
to the window, and the distance of the bullet hole in the pane to tfee 
ground, and the approximate distance from the window to where the murderer 
was standing at the time the shots were fired into the room. They also 
photographed this area. 

Previously during the night, foot impressions had been / . 
located on a wagon road leading to the STARKS home and in a cotton patch 
which were similar to the foot impressions observed In the STARKS home. 
Approximately eight of these foot impressions were covered with baskets 
to preserve them until daylight. Captain SCRQGGIN and Lt. TEMPLETON then 
made plaster casts of these foot impressions. These impressions were also 
photographed by Captain SCRQGGIN and Lt. TEMPLETON aS well as by the writer 
and Special Agent PRESLEY. 

Around noon on May 4, 1946, Special Agent PRESLEY and the 
writer returned to the Sheriff 's Office at Texarkana with the evidence 
which had been collected. Upon arrival at the Sheriff's Office, Captain 
SCROGGXN end Lt, TEMPLETON were there. After the plaster casts dried 
sufficiently, they were washed by these two gentlemen and turned over to 
Sheriff EAVIS. . ’' ' : , , . '' 

Upon the specific request of Sheriff W. E. DAVIS, the entire 
collection of dene a was packed by the writer and forwarded, to the Bureau 
with a cover letter over the signature of Sheriff w. E. DAVIS requesting 
that the evidence be examined by the Bureau Laboratory. This evidence was 
shipped via American Railway Express on the afternoon of May 4, 1946, by •- 
the Sheriff's Office. . 

It ia not recalled by the writer when Captain SCROGGIN and 
Lt. TEMPLETON left Texarkana to, return to Little Rock* but it is believed 
to be in the afternoon. 

For your information, Sheriff W. E. DAVIS had requested 
assistance from the following law enforcement officials* 


- 2 












. - 1) Resident agenta, Tec^irtina v : 

2) Sheriff W. H. PRESLEY*, Texarkana," Bowie County, Texas 

3) Captain M. T» 00N2A.DliAS, Texas. Rangers, and any 
Rangers he sight have had in town with him 

’ , 1) The Texarkana, Arkansas, City Police ^' r ' 

. The Hope, Arkansas, City Police * : 

6) The Sheriff's Office at Hope, Arkansas,. •; y-vv- 
■ s ■>' and, of course,. ' 

• . : V 7) Sgt. J. H. PORTERFIELD, of the Arkansas State - . 

; Police with headquarters at Hope, Arkansas*.-.;.; • 

•'"'M;-'/ Sheriff DAVIS, also called Captain SCROGGIN ard Lt. TEHPjiTON 

of Little Rock j Sheriff JIM SANDERSON, of little River County, Arkansas; and 
Sheriff OCE GRIFFIN, near deceased, of Lafayette County, Arkansas* 

Chief of Police FINOS HAYNIE, of Hope, Arkansas, also brought 
with him his two hlOodhounds. ' -v; ' ' ; , w 

1 . As it can be seen from the assistance requested ty Sheriff 

DAVIS, it would appear that he had requested assistance from all the law 
enforcement agencies in that district. : . . . . 1 

For your further information, the vicinity of Texarkana 
had had a series of Phantom Murders* On March 23-21*, 1916, a couple 
were killed while parked neair the city limits'. On April 11, 1916, two 
juveniles, PAUL MARTIN and BETTY JO BOOKER, were killed while parked near 
the city limits. Both murders ware on the Texas side, and therefore* 
it can be assumed that Sheriff DAVIS Was afraid that the Phantom had 
struck his county. . •/ 
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SAC, Little Rock March 3$, 1948 

Director, FHt * ; r rh\ : 

ST-OT JO BOOKER •' , v ’> - •. •• , ' ’ : " 

PAUL MAR*® - VICTIMS, et al .V..' ■ - '. '• ; : 

vm&mik ifDRjjffis . ; p 

Ileurlet March 15, 1948, naming Phillip LLoyd Duckett, 

'%l» PBI-533812, for ooEparison perpoaes, your file #88~422. 

Latent fingerprints remaining ^identified in this ease 
not identical fingerprints of Phillip Lloyd Duckett, 

SFL:CJO ' • i- 

^ o0 62-80864 -3.83 

*V ■ ■ ' '■ : 


Mr. Tolaon i 
Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_‘ 

Mr. Glavln_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols' 

Mr. Rose n 
ur. Trac y 
Mi. Ega n 
Mr. Gurne a 

Kir. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Bennington 
Kir. Quinn Tamm' 

Tele. Room_* 

Kir. Nease_ 

. Miss Gand y . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 3-20—48 5*00 PM. 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Number: 62-80864-183 


Case: RE* BETTI JO BOOKERj 

PAUL MARTIN - VICTIMS, ET AL 
TEXARKANA MURDERS 
(BuFile 62-80864) 


Specimens: 


Compare fingerprints named suspect, PHILLIP LLOYD DUCKETT, 


- $FBI 533812, withtthe unidentified latents in above case. 



Examination requested by: SAC, Little ^ock 

Date received: 3-20-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 3-12^48 

Examination requested: Fingeiprint 



Result of examination: 


Examination by: LATONA 
Evidence Noted by: 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to : Director, FBI 
FROM *M^8AC - Little Rook 

'H'P 1 _ 

subject: BETTY oft) BOOKERj 

PAUL HARTIN - Victims, at al; 
TEXARKANA MORDERS _ ■ 

Bureau File 62-80864 


DATE: 


3/12/48 


Attention: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

Single Fingerprint Section 


It is requested that the fingerprints of PHILLIP LLOYpTroCKETl 
FBI #533812, be compared with the unidentified prints in this 
oase. The subject of this FBI number is now deceased. 

It is requested that this office be advised of the results of 
this comparison* 


HSE-HHP 

88-422 


5 ** 1 
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.‘jo 32 MAR 18 . 0,0 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE" 
JNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J _JE 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


MAY 3, 1948 



Transmit the following message to: SAC, DALLAS 
/ REURTEL TODAY* MSUB, BETTY JOE BOOKER, JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS, MURDER, 
APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETEEN FORTYSIX, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE COOPERATION. LATENT 


FINGERPRINTS INSTANT CASE COMPARED WITH FINGER IMPRESSIONS CLEO SMITH, FM 
NUMBER THIRTEEN TEN SIXTEEN TWO, NEGATIVE RESULTS. HO PALM PRINTS ON FILE HERE. 


ABGjCJO 

62-80864 



HOOVER 



Nr 


S-3-#g 




xS f / $ , pYf * 


Ls 

/'I 


// 

/ v ? 




.1*. ToIson_ 

-T. E. a. Tamm 
T. Clegg ~ 

r. Glavin_ 

T. Ladd 
t. Nichols 
r. Rosen 
■r. Tracy 
Carson 
■*. Egan 


Gurnea_ 

Harbo 
■*. Hendo n 
Pennlngton_ 
•. Quinn Tamm 
. Nease ~ 
ss Gandy 




,00* 9 
",■ i ' < t:,*# 

Wm. > ..ttiftlHHV* XitTHM 
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-'J 

i 

NT VIA 
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rl 


* % . 1,¥ 
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Per ! i \ 


"f-V 


'y*4* L 
< ,/C' : 


teletype 









SAC, Dallas 


■ector* 


Is y 6, 191*8 


RSOOiKPBD 

0 



unksous f mrrt sm mmm 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS 
WRBEE, APRIL li,, 19^6 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS 


f»T c ^u‘ i0U f? 8 ^ ^ ns ^ ttnt » requesting comparison of fingerprints of 

Glee Smith, alias i ©12sy Smith, with latent fingerprints in insert eases. 

Confirming and supplementing Bureau wire of third instant, finder- 

f2f** ? s ua f th * Tth ? ts em-imm, coined with ut^t 

i n th ® xmtmt ***•» hegatiire resnlts. Pals prints of Smith 
hot# on rxxe nere* 

CCt 32-20698 
32-21*535 

ABGjWTC 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


72034 


Date recorded: 5 - 3-48 3*00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: UNKNOW SUBJECT, BETTY JOE BOOKER, Number: 62-80864 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS 
MURDER, APRIL' FOURTEEN, NINETEEN FORTYSIX, 

TEXARKANA, TEXAS 

Specimens^Fingerprints of named suspect CLEO SMITH, Alias Tolley Smith, 

FBI #310162 T be compared with latents previously submitted in 
connection with this case. 

Ulbl^ 


Examination requested by:SAC, Dallas 
Date received: 5-3-48 rmd • 


Date of reference communication: 


543-48 vint 


Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 

3% • i-t & f v 


M MfJi 






./ J f 

f y /4/ ^ /} 




pB£~ IJI 0/ L -u 


, . S.M 


Examination by: Ground 
Evidence v ^&ted by: 




<**? i/ t '/ 


J 4* 


SFP-27 







9 


a-ALkil Of INVESIltiAl iv 

U. 8 . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

MMMffNJflITIflk ?Fnnnv 

MAY p 1948 

TINTYPE 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. 35. A* Tamm: 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Giavin . 

Mr. Ladd. 

Mr. Nichole . 

Mr. Rosen_ 


FBI DALLAS 


5-3-48 


^itfECT 


10-32 AM CST 


SECTOR FBI ATTENTION FBI LABORATORY URGENT 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, BETTY JOE^OOKER, JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICT 


URGENT 


j Mr. Trac; 

] Mr. Egan.. 

i Mr. Gurnea.. 

j Mr. Harbo.. 

Mr. Mohr. 

; Mr. Pennington ... 

Mr. Quinn Tamm... 

i Mr. Nease.. 

1 Miss Gandy.. 


Vuss Gandj 


MURDER, APRIL FOU RTEEN, NINETEEN,FORTYSIX, TEXARKANA, TEXAS, POLICE 
COOPERATION. ' 

l' ! 

PLEASE COMPARE FINGERPRINTS OF CLEO^MITH, ALIAS TOLLEY^MITH, TEXAS 

Y6 ^ f °f / Sr / ) 

STATE PRISON NOS. EI GHT NAUGHT F IVE NINE ONE AND NINE ONE FIVE ELEVEN 

3 7o / 6 x_ ~ ---- 

AND FBI NUMBER T HREE ONE NAUGHT ONE S IX TWO, WITH UNIDENTIFIED LATENTS 
THIS CASE. SMITH, A NEGRO, IS IN CUSTODY FOR RAPE OF A THIRTEEN YEAR 
OLD WHITE GIRL ON AFiSPThIRTY, LAST IN BOWIE GtHH^TY, A&fM* / SUTEL ^ 
RESULTS IMMEDIATELY. RECORDED - 109 ^ I dd^. 


* RESULTS IMMEDIATELY, 


SUTEL 


F B 


MC CONNELL / 

.COPIES DESfftCfcS 

rMn f * 






!Vo4 

I WA JG 


INDEXED • 109 <g| MAY 5 194 s 

Ca Ued Idem. 


im 


.w**. * 
V v 
























m* M* W*- Collin* 
Sheriff d# Bowls County 
Boston, Texas 



My dear sheriff* 



1948 


AtJuntion* Mr* Jay Mayes 
Patrolman 

O ' , 

H«* BETTI «J0 BOOKER AND JAMES PAUL 
' lVICTIMS; MURDER ■ 

•. APR%-14, 1946 


Reference is Bade to a lettaf dated May 7 t 1948, from 
Patrolman Jay Mays# of'lfi* Pleasant, |exas, transmitting the finger¬ 
prints of Gleo Smith* a suspect, for losporlaon with the latent 
impressions previously dsvsloped in connection with the A^ve-entittsd 
case* 


Tou are advised that tha finger impression* of Smith hate 
been compared with the latent fingerprints previously developed, hut 
no idsntificationwas effected* 

A search of the fingerprints 4fcgwith through the main' 
fingerprint files of this Bureau's Identification Division disclosed 
a prior criminal reoord far tbiSfi individual as #FBI-13X0162* this 

record ie as follfflsiit ' 

Subject as Cleo Smith, #805918^1* Penitentiary, Huntsville, 
Texas; received October 12, 1935]N#4ma, burglary; sentence, 
two years# - 

Subject as Cleo Smith, lEx-30933 Police Department,-Ft# forth, V 
Texas; arrested Jons 9, 1937; charge,. invsetigatioa; disposition^ 
released* - 


Subject as Cleo Smith, #91511 State Penitentiary, Huntsville, 
Texas; received May 9, 1939; crime, burglary; sentence, two years; 
December 6, 194% discharged by expiration of sentence* 


X m 


Assuring you of ay desire to he of assistance in these matters. 

Sincerely yours# 


Tolao n_ - 
E; A. Tamm_ 
Clegg 
, Glavln 
Ladd 



Nichols - 

Rosen_~ 

Tracy 


, Egan • 

, Gurnea - 


-CC: 62-80864 
:SFL*GJ0 


EX- 

John Ecfgfir Hoover 
Director 


JET B 
42 MW 24 1MI 















FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA' 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF. J 




CE 



To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 




Transmit the following message to:. 


f- 


SEPTWB® 14, 1948 
SAC, LITTLE ROCK 

REURTEL I’OURTEEJJTH INSTiO^* BETTI JQ%QKER, ETAL, VICTIHg, MURDER. 
LATENT FHIGmPRJNTS THIS CASE NOT IINBpTCAL FINGER IMPRESSIONS OF WHARTOM 
DEWH^felSs, BORN mECSE®IDC-E, TEXAij SEPTMBER : THIRTEEN, HINETEEN , 

■ T«JKNTrrHflSjs.’ - ■ • ;' "; v 

' i©@wpt. 

SFLiCJO 


62-80864 















FBI KITTLE ROCK 
ifr RECTOR 

KS 

^ URGENT 



UNSUB, BETTY JOE BOOKER AND PAUL rlARTIN - VICTIMS, TEXARKANA MURDERS, 


COMPARE FINGERPRINTS 


DASH TWO FIVE DASH SEVEN SIX, WITH UNIDENTIFl 

iMHFYFn - 1.W 


WHARTON D^TEVENS, NSN SIX'THREE- NAUG. 
WITH UNIDENTIF1HEUTEHTC f ADVISE BY 


tf 


TELETYPE. 




Called Ideat. M 




X ADVISE B 


.■'KsP' 


MOBLEY 







& x ■ M U 


2-20 PM OK FBI WASH DC ML 
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# # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Case: 


Date recorded: 9-15-48 11:00 AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

UNSUB, BET1Y JOE MoOKER Number: 62-80864 

PAUL%ARTIN - VICTIMS 
TEXARKANA MURDERS 


Specimens: Compare fingerprints named suspect MARTIN D. STEVENS, 

NSN 630 25 76 ■with the unidentified la tents in the above case. 


Examination requested by.: SAC, kittle Rock 

Date received: 9-15-48 anfc 

Date of reference communication: 9-14-48 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATINA 

Evidence Noted by: 


WIRE ANSWER 

(S.X - q /i^dQ 



SFP-27 






I 



sac, ntu® mm 

W*m rfNrJSMT/ 

<£> ; 

MS3SJSSUSS!^Bk er m.- nctta 



i&rn%m October ll, 1948, jtwr fa© fm^psu 

Youal3 .^ y 2SSS" ! !LS^!!S' 1010 ■*&**&, rm-mmo* m& . 

fr^nt» ^^ a 2*j** 0U^0n^m $ mt Identical «it*i IfctaSrflngap^ 


cct raiiaa 



SFLjCJO 

.a^' ■ fiWW86 * -188 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Tam m 
Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Glavin- 

MT. Ladd-- 

Mr, Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tr acy 

Mr. Egan_ ~ 

Mr. Ournea • 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Moh r . 

Mr. Penningto n 
Mr. Quinn Tam m 
Tele. Roo m 
Mr,. Nease 
Miss Gandy_ 


*V » -3 
uh n 





M A IbEO 

OCT i y 1948 P.M. 

ftDfcWI* BIMttM) ttf | HV ESTlGATlOH 
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r* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 10-18-48 10:00 AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Number: 62-80864-188 


Case . RE: BETTY JO BOOKER, ET AL - VICTIM 
TEXARKANA MURDERS 


■ V 

Specimens: Compare fingerprints following named suspects, with the 

unidentified latents in the above case: 

PEGGY LOIS SWINNEY, #FBI 4656941 
YOUELL LEE SWINNEY, #FBI 877089. 


Examination requested by: sac. Little hock 

Date received: 10-18-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 10-11-48 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: IATONA 

Evidence Noted by: 


cc: Dallas 






■STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


t f 

r’- Office Memorandum • united states government 


S 


: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROMf^j^gfo LITTLE ROCK 

r © 

SUBJECT: BETT y JO BOOKER, ET AL - VICTIM 

TEXARKANA MURDERS__ 


DATE: 10-11-48 



ATTENTION: SINGLE FINGERPRINT DIVISION 


This is to advise that two inmates recently released from 
the Texas State Penitentiary at Huntsville, Texas, have advised Sheriff 
W. H. PRESLEX of Texarkana, Texas that YOTJELL LE^gWINNEY, FBI # 877089, 
had confidentially confided to them that if woman ever tails , they 

will surely stick me for them". By reference to "that woman" he is referring 
to PEGGY LOI^SWTNNEI, FBI # 4656941, who divorced SWINNEI in August, 1948, 


, It is known that the latent impressions in this case 

have been compared with fingerprints of YOUELL LEE SWINNEY and PEGGY LOIS 
SWINNEI with negative results, however, in view of the above information, 
it is requested that these latents again be compared with the fingerprints 
of these two persons and that the Little Rock and Dallas Divisions be ad¬ 
vised as to the results of the examination. 


HSH/gkt 

88-422 

cc - Dallas 




INDEXED -11& 







42*8«86h 


Mr* W. H. Presley 
Sheriff of Bowie County 
Texarkana, Texas 


November 1$, 1 fhB 


mi BETTY JO BOOKER 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS 
MURDER, April 1 U, 19)46 
TMARKAHA, BOfIB COUNTY, TEXAS 


My dear Sheriffs 


Reference is made to your letter of November 8, 19U8, transmitting 
the fingerprints of H* B* Tennison, deceased, for comparison purposes in 
connection with your investigation of the above-entitled case. 

Confirming and supplementing xsy wire of November 9, 19^8, you are 
advised that the finger impressions of Tennison are not identical with the 
latent fingerprints previously reported in the instant case. The fingerprints 
submitted are returned herewith. 


1 am 


Assuring you of my desire to be of assistance in these matters, 


Sincerely yours, 


ecf^Littl# Rock 
1 . v 3fL:WCE 

•.^62'-ao86ii Jfy-ly. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Wl;/IUA- a€AT; 0iMS SsOflQ;^ | 
.MASLtS2> '.■•} ; 

NOV- 1'5 3948 .. .rm: 


mmt mm or imsimxm 
0. $, amanita? o? justice 


C Ttud 


Ur. Toleon__ 

Ur. Clegg_ 

Ur. Qlavl n 
Ur. Ladd 
Ur. Nlchol B ~ 
Mr. Rose n 
Ur. Trac y - 
nr. Sga n 

Mr. Qurnea__ 

Mr.Harbo_« 

Ur. Moh r 

Mr. Penningtoh_ 

Ur. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ur, Nease 
' Mis? Gand y 







■ Vfjt 

-v 4 J 

-r 


[ttc-is 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


<73940 


Date recorded: H-9-48 3i00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: BETTY JO# BOOKER Number: 62-80864 -| 

JAMES PAUL MARTIN, VICTIMS 
MURDER, April 14, 1946 
TEXARKANA, BOWIE COUNTY, TEXAS 
Specimens: 

Fingerprints of H. B. TENNISON, suspect, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified latents in the above case. 


Examination requested by: W. H. Presley, Sheriff of Bowie County 

Texarkana, Texas 
Date received: 11-9-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 11-8-48 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATDNA 


c. cl < 


Evidence Noted by: 


WIRE COLLECT 






u >x 



) 




SFP-27 








W. H. (Bill) Ppesleij 

Sheriff Bowie County, Texas 
214H MAIN ST. 

Texarkana, Texas 

November 8, 1948 


j £U' (~ 
/ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Attention: Fingerprint Section 


Dear Sir: 



Re: Unknown j e c t 

Betty Jo Booker .and James PaulT^Martin- 
‘YTctims, Murdered Apr!1 _ 147 19427^^" 
Texarkana, Bowie County, Texas 
FBI FILE NO: 62-80864 


d 


Enclosed herewith are fingerprints of H. B^lTennison, 
White, Male, Age 18 years, who committed suicide at 8 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, Friday, November 5, 1948. Will 8 

you please compare these fingerprints with the latent^ prints 2j 
found on the car connected with the murders of Faults artin B 

and Bettie Jo Booker in Bowie County, Texas, in~fSe.early ® 

part of 1946. We shall appreciate your wiring us collect the|| 
result of the comparison. fi 


t J 
kM- 

v 


01 

vs' 

0 


Thanking you very much, I am 


f 

!mc u 


Yours truly, 


Lo.yJ'- 

W. H. Presley, £ 


\3. 


c 

<: 

■Q' r 

0 


-M-i 


V? 

o;: 

r*, ** 

cQ' 


Bowie County, Texas 




--> 

Sheriff 




n/ ,? % 





WHP:ht 

Incl. 






COPi":AJH 


•; FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON . October .1948 'fV'.-f 


■to: SAC, Little Rock r r . ( . . .• 

• Following is the report qf the FBI Laboratory giving the 

results' of examinations conducted fe^efi^ence received from,your 

office. ’ :* : S ■■ r’ 


Re; • MARVIN LEE HOGUE ‘ ” V. • " •' 

ISAEELLE JUNE HARLESS, was *, ‘ V* 1 * ’ '. > ', 

Isabel June Harless V: ‘ ' John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Shellie Gregory,' Jr-., Jame Harless, Victim - 

WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT ' '• • ■ f ; \,.• 

•' : ' .> Your File-No.’31-2011 

' . • ... • . FEE, File No. 62-80864 

,• . • •• • . Lab. No. PC-23342 FA 

Examination Requested by; Addressee 


Reference: Letter 10-15-48 ' r • 

Examintion requested: Firearms ('Guns and Ammunition) ■ 

Specimens: . K2 Caliber 7*65 mm. Walther automatic pistol, serial #337707P. 


RESULTS OF .EXAMINATIONS: .. . .,,;C ; f. 

Test bullets and cartridge cases fired from the weapon referred 
to above as K2 were, compared microscopically with all bullets and cartridge 
cases, presently maintained in the Laboratory’s National Unidentified' 
Ammunition File without, effecting an identification. ; 

A search through/the National Stolen Property-Index failed to 
reveal any previous record of the loss or theft of a caliber 7.65 mm. 
Ysalther automatic pistol, serial. #337707P. . ■ ' : 

The weapon, K2 could not have fired the bullets in connection 
with the fexarkana murders inasmuch as those bullets, possessed rifling, 
characteristics to indicate that they were fired from a CoiVtype.weapon, 
that is a weapon having six lands and.grooves with counter clockwise or 
left hand twist. The general rifling characteristics of the weapon, K2, 
are six, lands and.grooves with clockwise or right hand twist. . ' 

Specimen K2 is being returned to you under separate cover 
by registered mail. , • • '■ .. 


MZ:ME0 '• 





RECORDED- 
10/21/48 
kag 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI _ 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


L-40 



Re: 


MARVIN LEE HOGUE j 
ISABELLE JUNE HARLESS, was., 

Isabel June Harless, Shl3±E 
. Shellie Gregory, Jr., Jame Harless - VICTIM 
WHITE SLAVE TRAFFFIC AST. 

Examination requested by: SAC, £ittle Rock (31-2011) 
Date of reference communication: letter 10/15/48 
Examination requested: Firearms (Guns and Amrr.•) 


File # 62-80864 ^ni(j 

Lab. # pc-23342 FA* 


Date received: 10/21 
Reg. 75176 - Evid. 10/18 


Result of Examination: 


Examination by: 


ZIMMERS 


Specimens submitted for examination 

K2, Saliber 7.65mm lalther automatic pistol, serial #337707P. 

s'J ‘ 












r 


k 


-••••=*—=■ ’ •" v x~.: 






' DIHECTOR, FBI . .. ’ ,v.;.■;': V * V ;'?;* 

"SAC, LITTLE ROOK . 

WmWimffiWty ■’■'•■•" V ; -. 

ISABELLE JtDBE KARL38S, was*, 

Isabel June Harless, Shellie 
Gregory, dS|j,Jaae Harless - VICTIM 
HHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT . ; 


ATTENTION* FBI LABORATORT 






It is requested thatViesi shots, be fired from ihe enclosed 
gun. That the bullets be compared with the unideittified ammunition file. ? 

It is also requested that the serial # 337707 be searched through the National 
Stolen Property File. This gun was recovered by Officer CHARLES GHITTTm of; 
the Texarkana, Arkansas Polio* Department. Inasmuch as it is the same caliber 
gun,used in the Texarkana Murders, he requested it be oheoked. J 
y * '**♦••*. * . • > r . * *, * - - , ' ‘ “ 8 * , 

It is requested this gun be returned to this office so 
that it can be returned to the Texarkana, Arkansas Police. 


S3 A 
>■ 


HSH/gkt 

31-2011 

Enclosure * 
REGISTERED MAH, 


RECORDED 


■ CtW 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states goveri 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI 
SAC, DALLAS 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT} BETTY JOE 
JAMES PAUL-MARTIN, VICTIMS 
' KMIE hTIMITR; 1946 
Texarkana, Texas 
(Bureau file 62-80864) 


Attention! Identification date: November 

Division, Single fingerprint 

Section 

(D 

BETTY JOE BOOKER 


Mr. Toison. 

Mr. Clegg. 

iJffir. Glavin_ 

ifMBNT- 

Mr. Nichols — 


[ Mr. Rosen ... 

Mr. Egan- 


Mr. Gurnea - 
i Mr. Harbo .. 


Mr. Pennington... 
Mr. Quinn Tamm.. 


Miss Gandy. 


Sheriff V/. H, PRESLEY, Texarkana, Bowie bounty, Texas, A I/’-'' 

has contacted the Resident Agents of this office and the Little Rook Q?' / 

office at Texarkana, Arkansas-Texas, to ask further assistance from 
the Bureau in the investigation conducted by his office of the series 
of murders at Texarkana in the spring of 1946, in which a total of . 

-f ive persons were mur dered. Mr. PRESLEY has requested the agents to 
determine if the Bureau would give consideration to a request that a / 

Bureau fingerprint expert be sent to Texarkana to compare fingerprints 3 

on file at the Texarkana, Texas, Sheriff*s Offioe, and Polioe Depart- |\ 

ment, and the Texarkana, Arkansas, Sheriff’s Office and Police Department, 
with the unidentified latent prints in this case. Sheriff PRESLEY feels ^ 
that the only remaining possibility of an immediate solution in the oase!7£^J^ 
is through the identification of the subject through the unidentified 
latent fingerprints. He estimates that a total of approximat^lyAL2,500 Vn 
sets of fingerprints are on file at the four 

It is recommended that the Bureau give serious Consideration 
to Sheriff PRESLEY’S request in view of the fact that this series of 
murders attracted national attention in the spring of 1946, and still 
receives headline attention in the press when a new lead or a suspect 
is developed. An inestimable number of days have been devoted to this 2 r 

investigation by local and state officers in both Arkansas and Texas* Q 

LJ 

Sheriff PRESLEY and his deputies .have been most cooperative C 
with agents of this Bureau during his four year tenure in office. >_ 


RECORDED - II 


WBP/mec 

62-1229 

cc Little Rock 
(AM) 








mi 

TR? u 

1 1948 

4 ^ 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


(/ 


J 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


The Director 


The Executives Conference 


DATE: 11-13 


■ 6 > 



K 

\- 

' a 


SUBJECT: UNKNOW SUBJECT; B ETTY JOE BOOKER ' 

JAM ES PAUL MAR TIN “ Victims 

Texarkana, Texas 

The Executives Conference, consisting of Messrs. Tolson, Ladd, 

Glavin, Clegg, Rosen, Fletcher, Harbo, Mohr and Tracy, on November 18 considered 
a recommendation from t he^ Dallas Office that the Bureau assis t lo cal la w eni'orce¬ 
ment authorities^ in_eon necTxo n~wlW"ar“ser ; ies' of five, murders at_ Te xark ana._JTs 
in 1946. ' 

The Sheriff at Texarkana, Texas has asked that the Bureau send to /—-/[ 

Texarkana fingerprint experts to compare approximately 12,500 sets of fingerprints^ 
with three latent fingerprints. It will take two fingerprint experts approximately v* 
two weeks to make the requested comparisons. 





The Conference unanimously recommends approval of the request,v.and 
that two qualified latent fingerprint experts be sent to make the requested com¬ 
parisons. The Conference feels that inasmuch as the series of murders are of 
great public interest, having received national publicity—as evidenced by a recent 
confession by a college student t f o having committed the murders—it would be advisable ' 
to afford the requested cooperation. Hie fingerprints of the college student.were 
compared with the three latents in the Identification Division, but' were not identi¬ 
fied, and local authorities have not as yet solved the case. ' •' , ' J 




If approved, the arrangements will be made to start the comparisons 
the first week in December. 

_> Respectfully, 

For the Conference 









STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


FROM 


S. J. Ira'. 


DATS: 11-19-48 


SUBJECT: > TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 


(b e t 


Jt>l ® Bo tKfi^ 


the Bureau .that t^new^hS^^oV WasI ? i ;e ton a fe " *W» ago, advised 
(Tackett?) is very anti-Bureau f u ^ y , 0 * at Texarkana, Arkansas, Max Hackett 
his hostility. ^ t ? H 1138 1113(16 °P en attacks definitely proving 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_ ] 

Mr. GlavIn_ 

Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Niche 1*3" ; 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr, Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

, Mr. Harbo 
Mr, Mohr ~ 
Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tamm - 

Tele. Room_~ 

Mr. Nease 
•Miss Holr ng '3' " 
Miss Gandy_ 




Texarkana {f° m + J he identification Division who are going to 

th f > i to wor | c W1 td the Sheriff in comparing latent fingerprints of 

nnn+fT - + u ®“ forcemen t agencies should be carefully instructed to avoid any 

t, l e „Z t °S e V f -f 1 , iCe at ^a S . Itey ah^d to 

^ 6 ° ntact t ^ e Resident Agents at Texarkana immediately on arriving 

“ ° rder that ^ “y be ^med so that no.difficulty -ill be"ncomtered. 


SJTismr 






\Q. Tamm 
/G.J. Engert 1 
E. S. De is s 


10UP , -1 r.t i U 


•&;' L_3i 




s?* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA )N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 0^»STICE 


/ 

^-15° 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


/XJ- 


mmam 24 , 194 s 

SAC, "ALIAS 

LITTLE ROCK 




RELET XALIAS mSTMPR INSTOiT* URSCB, BETTY JC® NSX3KER, JAMES PAUL lARTtlf, 
VICTIMS* MURDER, APRIL FOURTEEN, NINETEEN FORTTSIX, TEXARKANA, TEXAS* TOO 
FINGERPRINT EXPERTS STILL ARRIVE TEXARKANA MORNING OF NDVJ5HBKR THIRTIETH TO 
CCHPARE LATENT FINGERPRINTS THIS CASE WITS FltfGSRFRIMfS I* FILES TEXARKANA 
LAV ENFGRCEMFNT AGENCIES, DALLAS SHOULD MAKE NECESSARY ARRANQEI.IENTB. 


HOOVER 


62**80864 

GJEsCJO 


1 ; t C if Aj 

>•' -f . •> u . </'■■■'■ • 1 





0 / ? h>> .' 

**' A ,T • T» 
* 'jo v 



. # a c 7 v ■ 
%> :-4 *,»■ 

"v % 






SENT VIA, 


\.4- 





















STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


:# f > * * 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


MR. TRACY 


Quinn Tajnm 



date: December 3, 1945 


SUBJECT: 


LATENT . FINGERPRINT COMPARISON 
TEXARKANA, TEXAS, AND 
TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 




Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Taimi 
Mr. Clegg_ 


In connection with 







comparison presently being made 

in Texarkana, Texas, and Arkansas, Special Agent G. J. Engert telephoned 
and stated that he end Fingerprint' Examiner Deiss had completed the com¬ 
parison at 'the Sheriff's Office and Police Department at Texarkana, Texas, 
and were presently working at the Police’Department in Texarkana, Arkansas. 
Engert stated that .they had compared 5,184 fingerprint cards with the latent 
fingerprints. This ^completed the Texas side of the fingerprint files. 

He further stated that the estimate of 12,000 fingerprint cards 
was not accurate; that the Police Department at Texarkana, Arkansas, where 
they are presently working, has at least 9,000 fingerprint cards in their 
file and the Sheriff's Office in Texarkana., Arkansas, will run over 4,000 
fingerprint cards. Engert stated that they .are presently making about 
1500 comparisons a day and should finish within several more days. They, 
of course, have, not made an identification as yet. , 


Mr. Hendon __ 
Mr. Pennlngcon_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamjn_ 
Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss J 
Ml S3 



QT:mkl 









74313 


t * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 12-15-48 12:00 NOON 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTY JO SOOKER ANDNumber: 62-80864 

PAUIP MARTT N . VICTTMS 
TirffiDER; 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 

the unidentified latents in above case: 


HUEL R. HELMS 

J. T. HARMON 

VIRGIL KYLES 

J. T. WILLIAMS 

OTTIS BURHNHAM 

W. -E. FRANKLIN 

B. F. TYSON 

HORACE C. OWENS 

GORDON J. PARKER 

BOB MC GEE 

JAMES LACEY, JR. 

CLARENCE JEFFERSON 

GEORGE JONES 

i 

Examination requested by: PD, 1'exarkana, 

Arkansas 

Date received: 12-15-48 arab 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 



Result of examination: 


Examination by: LATONA 



SFP-27 






74318 


w 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Case: 


A 


Date recorded: 
Single Fingerprint Report 


12 - 15-48 2:00 PM 


RE: HETT3L JO/BOOKER AND JAMES 
PAUL tSaRTIN. VICTIMS 
lORDER; 4-14-46 


Number: 62-80864 


Specimens: Requested fingerprints numerous suspects be compared with the 

unidentified latents in the above case. 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 


Date received: 12-15-48 
Date of reference communication: 
Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of examination: 



Examination by: DEISS 
ENGERT 

Evidence Noted by: 


699 fingerprints from Sheriff's Office, Texarkana, Texas, compared. 

4,485 fingerprints from Police Department, Texarkana, Texas, compared. 

1,600 fingerprints from Sheriff's Office, Texarkana, Arkansas, compared. 
11,700 fingerprints from Police Department, Texarkana, Arkansas, compared. 



r,v. 


Ar Q)) li, 



SFP-27 







FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


74327 


Date recorded: 12-16-48 9:00 AM 


a 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: BETTY JO BOOKER AND JAMES PAUL 
$MAfim, VICTIMS 

ISSUER;- 4-14-46 


Number: 62-80864 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with the 
unidentified latants in above case: 

JOHN SMITHSON 
B. F. JESTER 
HU FOSTER 
VAN BUREN HENDRIX 
MORRIS GRIGSON 


Examination requested by: PD> Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-15-48 rmd 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by:Henderson 



c^> 


SFP-27 








62-80864 December 17, 1948 

■ RBOTSTER2D MAIL 


Bi t BESOT JO mm& ■ 

' JAMBS DAUlfHAETIB, VICTIMS ' 

■vmtm. ■ , - . 

Enclosed iierewith are thro© negatives which you turned _ 

over to ?.‘r* E# S* Deise of this Bureau’s single Fingerprint Section 
on ’leoember 5, 1948* Photographic prints front these negatives are 
aleo enclosed for your files and photographic copies .have boon 
retained in the files of this Bureau* 


Mr* v?* H* Presley 
Sheriff of Bowie County 
Texarkana, Texas 


My dear Sheriff i 


It is noted that the latent impression appearing in the 
center of the photograph printed from negative #2 was raade by the 
same finger that made the large double loop appearing in the same 
photograph* According to the attuned letter, directed to you 
iron itry Homer Garrison, Jr*, Director -of the Texas Department of 
Public Safety, this large double loop had -.previously boon identi¬ 
fied by his department* Inasmuch as th# nisiao of the individual 
whose fingerprint appears in this photograph does not appear In 
the reference letter, it is requested that, if possible, you secure 
his name and advise me in order that the files of this Bureau may 
be complete* 

Assuring you of my desire to be of assistance in these 
matters, I am 

Sinoerely youre. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosures 

ESB^CJQ 

62-80864— 


! \ r m »•. ,. 
hi- z u *-s y< .n; 

i j.> iV* “ '■ k *i } ' 



\V-- 




C? : 

■m 



(S,ry 


i a - S o V^ ' ^i*- 


I 
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74343 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Date recorded: 12-17-48 10:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

$ 

Case:. RE: BETTY JO BOOKER AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

PAP JlMARUN. VICTIMS '" 11 —* 

SURDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens. Fingerprints of suspect CLYDE H. LINDSEY submitted for' comparison 
with the unidentified la tents in the above case* 


Examination requested by; PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-17-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: 



Examination by: LATCNA 
Evidence Noted by: 


/pld clsusO 



SFP-27 


(U'J 










74356 


t t 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 12-17-48 4*00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

h 

Case: RE: BETTY JO^BOOKER AND JANES Number: 62-80864 

PAU iP MARTTy , VIC TIMS" ' 

SURDER; 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

R. D. HAWKINS 
LOIS ALLEN 
BETTY REEVES 



Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12—17—48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 



SFP-27 









'VC. 


74367 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Date recorded: 12-20-48 1:00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTY JO 4oOKER AND JA M E S Number : 62-89864 

PAP-l AflARTEN . VICTIMS 
MURDER, 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

2ELL TAYLOR BILL • JACKWAY 

JACK' C. JACKWAY ARVEST H. KINGSTON 

E..LC; CLARK alias Eddie Clark JAMES A. HOOKER 
STANLEY KOSEK JAMES SCHOOLEY 

JAMES E. WALKER 


Examination requested by: Pd, Texarkana, Arkansas 

Date received: 12-20-48 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination; X Examination by: LATONA 



SFP-27 








74368 



f/ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 12-20-48 2-00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTY. JO4oOKER AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

^ULLMARTCN, VICTIMS 
MURDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspect,-, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified lataits in above case: 

JOHN HENRY FREEMAN 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-20-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 




11' ^ ii ll&fzc) 

SFP-27 










74405 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 12-23-48 lOtOO AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE:. BETTY JO ^BOOKER AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

PAUL. %RTTN . VICTIMS 
HUH DER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints follovdng suspects, submitted for comparison vdth 

the unidentified latents in above case: 


TROY M. VANDERBURG 
CHARLIE A. HUDLBSTGN 
LEO E. TTHITE 
GEO HUNTER, JR. 

CARL D. JONES 


PEARUNA ZACKERY 
HENRY GREEN HARMON 
WOODROE W. SINCLIAR (SINCLAIR) 
YtfILLlE COUNTRYMAN 
• LONNIE THIRSTON ELIEDGE 


Examination requested by: PD, Te.tarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-23-48 anb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: 



Examination by: LAIONA 
Evidence Noted by: 



SFP-27 











74438 


ft 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 12-27—48 2:00 PM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

h 

Number : 62- 808 64 


C as e: RB: BETH JO BOOKER 

paulV martin . vic'H i© 

MURDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted far comparison with 

the unidentified latents in above case: 

LEE GUSS HOOD MARVINS SANDERS 

PRICE CRAWFORD WILIARD C. ANDERSON 

J. B. BOWMAN WILLIAM SINGLETON 

CALVIN C. HAWKINS 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkand, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-27-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 



SFP-27 






74482 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 12 -30-48 11:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTI. JO oOOKER, JAMES Number: 62-80864 

mnsmm, victims 

MURDER, 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 

the unidentified latents in above case: 


HOLLEE EPPS 
EDDIE GUMM 
JOHNNY SEASTRONG 


JAMIE HANSON 
WILSON D. SCOTT 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-30-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATCNA 








SFP-27 









74391 


• * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 12 - 22-48 11:00 AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

0 

Case: RE: BETTI JO.BOOKER AND JAMES.. Number: 62-80864 

gAUL%ARHN, VICTIMS 

<p.WS*aC2S«> 

MURDER; 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingenrints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

JAY RICE:. I! 

DANIEL S. BURNETT 
WADE SI/ART. 



Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 

Date received: 12-22-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 
Result of examination: 



Examination by: LATONA 
Evidence Noted by: 






STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


MR. TRACT 


.fp 7 


date: December 13 


SUBJECT: 


G. J. Engert 
£ 

BETTY JOE BOOKER; JAMES PAUL'TffiARTIN 
VICTIMS; MURDER, APRIL 14, 1946 
POLICE COOPERATION 

Mr. Hendon” 

In accordance with instructions, the writer and Mr. E. S. Deissif: qSS’tSS- 

of the Single Fingerprint Section proceeded to Texarkana, Texas and Mr. Nease_ 

Texarkana, Arkansas in order to compare the latent prints in the above- Miss Gandy_ 



entitled case with the fingerprints on file in the Sheriff's Office and 
Police Department Identification Bureaus of both Texarkana, Texas and Texarkan% 
Arkansas. 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, TEXARKANA, TEXAS 

There were approximately 699 fingerprint cards in the Sheriff's 
Office fingerprint file. These fingerprints were not classified and 
they were filed in straight alphabetical order. These fingerprints 
were compared with the latent =• prints, but no identification was \ 
effected. Qj '* 



a 


POLICE DEPARTMENT, TEXARKANA, TEXAS 


There were approximately 4,485 fingerprint cards in the Identifi¬ 
cation Bureau of the Police Department. Of these, 919 were classified 
and the remainder were filed by Police Department Registry numbers in 
numerical sequence. These fingerprints were compared with the latent 
fingerprints, but no identification was effected. 

SHERIFF'S OFFICE, TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 

The Sheriff's Office had 8,000 case folders on record. Contained 
in these case folders were the fingerprints of individuals arrested. 
Through the cooperation of the Sheriff's Office, 800 fingerprint cards 
were removed from these 8,000 case folders. The Sheriff's Office also 
had 800 fingerprint cards which were classified and filed by primary 
fingerprint sequence. All of these fingerprints were compared with the 
latent fingerprints, but no identification was effected. '/ 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS 


There were approximately 11,700 fingerprint cards on record in the 
Identification Bureau of this Police Department. Of these,_9,000 were 
criminal and these were classified and fil 



RECORDED - 81 





4 DEC 29 








Memo To Mr. Tracy 


December 13, 1948 


2,200 were personal identification prints of the school children taken 
about ten years ago and these noncriminal prints were not classified; 

300 miscellaneous criminal prints were filed away in a drawer and these 
were classified, but not filed by fingerprint sequence; 200 female 
criminal prints kept in a drawer and these were classified, but not 
filed by fingerprint sequence. All of these prints were compared with 
the latent fingerprints, but no identification was effected. 

The latent fingerprints were compared with a total of approximately 
18,484 prints filed in both the Sheriff's Office and Police Department files 
of these two cities. These comparisons were made from November 30, 1948, 
through December 10, 1948. 

Chief Max Tackett of the Texarkana, Arkansas Police Department was 
cooperative with the writer and Mr. Beiss with respect to making his finger¬ 
print files available for comparison. 

In an effort to effect an identification, a stop is being placed in 
the Recording Section to have all current criminal fingerprint cards received 
from both the Sheriff's Office and Police Department of Texarkana, Texas and 
Texarkana, Arkansas, referred to the Single Fingerprint Section for comparison 
with the latent prints in this case. It is believed that the number of finger¬ 
prints from these law enforcement agencies to be comparatively small. For the 
past two months, October and November, we have received from these four law 
enforcement agencies fourteen criminal and one applicant fingerprint cards. 
However, the resident agents at Texarkana,Texas and Arkansas are making arrange¬ 
ments for a greater number of prints to be forwarded to the Bureau. 

The only possible lead in connection with this case appears to be 
the latent fingerprints developed and the case is still getting activity in 
the newspapers. The Chicago Sunday Tribune for December 5, 1948, carried a 
headline "Still Seeking Phantom Killer" and completely goes over the details 
of the case. 


GJE:cjo 


62-80864 






74473 



I • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded:12—29-48 4*00 PM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: REj 



JO BOOKER AND JAM ES 
- VICTIMS 


4-14-46 


Number: 62-80864 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, 
unidentified latents in above cases 
PEAT GEORGE ARMSTRONG 
H. L. BRIDGES 
HERSHEL G. BRINKLEY 
IDABELLE ARCHIE 
F. S. JOHNSON 
Mrs. F. S. JOHNSON 


submitted for corapaison with the 

WILLIAM HENSLEY 
'LONNIE L. 'SHITE 
PEARL L. WILLIAMS 
ROMEO LOWE 
CHESTER L. BROWN 


Examination requested by: Pd, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 12-29-48 amb 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: fingerprint 

Result of examination: 



Examination^byT'"''^TON A 


Evidence Noted by: 







©©Jamais 



SFP-27 
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74498 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 12-31-48 12:00 NOON 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case* RE* BETTY JO %6oKER AND ,JAMES 
PAUL;MARTIN, VICTIMS 
MURDER; 4-14-46 


Number: 62-80864 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

ROY WILLIAMS 
T. G. WILLIAMS. 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 

Date received: 12-31-48 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 


1 4 / / ir i 




Examination by: 1LA30N& 
Evidence Noted by: 





**£Jl €l 






I ..tbJdL^X 

ix’WZ xr:-iRiRiiKi>' 

5 -1949 
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74515 


# 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 1-4-49 10:00 AM 

0 Single Fingerprint Report 

BETTfUO BOOKER AND JAMES Number : 62-80864 

PAITT.jARTTNj VICTIMS 
MURDER, 4-14-46 


Fingerprints following suspects,^ submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

MARVIN E. GARDNER DOYLE JACKSON 

McKINLEI ALEXANDER ' " MARSHALL JOHNSON 

ELMORE BCND EDWARDS 


ti 


Case: RE: 


Specimens: 



Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-4-49 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LAT3NA 




SFP-27 






74577 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 1-7-49 11*00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: BETTI JO BOOKER, AND 
PAU MARTIN. VICTIMS 
"^®DEr74-T4-46 


Number:62-80864 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

JAMES LACEY, JR. 

HERSHEL LEE SHANDS. 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-7-49 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination; Examination by: LATONA 









FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


74609 


Date recorded: 1-10-49 11:00 Am 


Single Fingerprint Report 

0 

Case: RE: BETTY, JO BOOKER, JAMES Number: 62-80864 

SAHLmfiSI, VICTIMS 
MURDER, 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects submitted for ccmparison with 

the unidentified latents in the above case: 

RAYMOND MADDOX BETTY JO MURPHY 

WALTER ABERNATHY GROVER FORD 

DAN MC CORD 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-10-49 asib 

\ 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LAIDNA 



Evidence Noted by: 









74600 


N 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Date recorded: 1-10-49 10:00 AM 


q Single Fingerprint Report 

Case . RE: BETTY. JO BOOKER, AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

PAULHI ARTIN . VICTIMS 
MURDER^ OT 4-l4-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 

the unidentified la tents in above case:/ 

/ 

S. AUBREY SULLIVAN SIDNEY SULLIVAN 

DONALD M. GILBERT FRANK JONES 

VIRGINIA MARIE WASHBURN 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-10-49 airib 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 



•' ■' . r j ' 

spp - 27 a. / j 










FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 1-6-49 10:00 AM 

^ Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTY-JO BOOKER MB JAMJSS, Number: 62-80864 

PAUL%m$, VICTIMS 
SOKDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in above case: 

IAURT WILBURN 
RICHARD E. WILIAMS, JR. 
f. R. WEBB. 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-6-49 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 


Result of examination: 



£ 







Examination by: LATONA 
Evidence Noted by: 




JOT WP'COKDiiF 

51 m 17 



'“vmwtm 
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74640 


* ♦ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 1-12-49 12:00 NOON 

Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BETTY Jo4)OKER AMD JAME S , Number: 62-80864 

PAUL^aBKN, VICTIMS 
HARDER; 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
the unidentified latents in the above case: 

JOHN L. RIGGON 
THOMAS G. REYNOLDS. 


Examination requested by: Pd, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-12-49 anib 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 



SFP-27 







* § 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 74655 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 1-13-49 11:00 AM 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: re : BETTY JO BOOKER AND_JAMES PAUL 
b MARTIN, VICTIMS ~~ ~~~~ 

“MUSD®, 4-16-46 


Number: 62-80864 


Specimens: The fingerprints of the following suspects, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified latents in above case: 


ROY EARL WALLACE LOY TOWNSEND 

EDWARD, EARL RAMSEY JIMMY MARTIN 

DENFORS SIMS CHARLES WALRAVEN 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-13-49 rmd 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: o Examination by:Latona 



SFP-27 








• # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


74680 


Date recorded: 


1-14-49 3:00 PM 




Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: Rg. BETTY JOE BOOKER AND JAMES PAUL 
Q MARTIN, VICTIMS 
v mOSder, 4-14-46 


Number: 62 _ 80864 


Specimens: The fingerprints of the following suspects, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified latents in above case: 

JAMES H. HUMPHRIES RICHARD BOLICK 

HAL COGGINS ALTON C. SHIRLEY 

JOHN W. FISK J. D. BARKER 

JESSE L. HOUSE 


Examination requested by:pp^ Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1 - 14-49 rmd 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: Latona 



SFP-27 






• # 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 74733 

Date recorded: I-I 9-49 10:00 AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 

. 0 

Case:RE: BETTY HO BOOKER AND JAMES PAUL Number: 62-80864 

^MARTIN, VICTIMS 
lURDER, 4-14-46 

Specimens: Fingerprints of the following suspects, submitted for comparison 
with the unidentified latents in above case: 

JAMES EDWARD McCRANEY 
EVERETT DEAN MOORE 
TOM KANE 
JAMES W. HOOD 
EDDIE EDWARDS 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-18-49 rmd 
Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: L a tona 










74772 



t • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Date recorded: 1-25-49 10:00 AM 

Single Fingerprint Report 


Case: RE: BETTI JO BOOKER AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

PAUB 5 MARTIN, VICTIMS 
IHHDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 

the unidentified latents in above case: 

BOBBY JEAN BROWN R. A. SPLAWN, JR. 

ELMER MITCHELL ' CLAUD DAVIS 

-WILEY SANDERS, JR. , L. E. SMITH 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 
Date received: 1-25-49 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 
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• i 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Date recorded: 1-25-49 1:00 PM 


A Single Fingerprint Report 

1 / 

Case: Number: 62-80864 

jAM BS PAJ IIPMASHN. VICTIMS 
MURDER; 4-14-46 


Specimens: 

• the 


Fingerprints following suspects, submitted for comparison with 
unidentified latents in the above case: 


JOE B. FINCHER 
WALTER JACKSON PHILLIPS 
JACK L. HOMER 
CLARENCE TUBBS 
GEO. W. MILLER 
LEROY STARKS 


WILLIAM QUENTON EARLE 
MARTIN SMITH 
WALTER SCOTT 
THEODORE GIGIONS 
J. A. WITT 
IRVIN THOMAS 


Examination requested by: PD, Texarkana, Artensas 

Date received: 1-25-49 amb 

Date of reference communication: 

Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by: LATONA 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


74861 


Date recorded: 1—31—49 12:00 NOON 


Single Fingerprint Report 

Case: RE: BET3X Jcft oQKBR AND JAMES Number: 62-80864 

' . PAULtM#TIN, VICTIMS 


3 


Specimens: Fingerprints following suspects, submitted far comparison with 

the unidentified latents in above case: 


JUNIOR CARSON 
J. L. CROSSWHITE 
JACK MUSGRAVE 
JODIE ADAMS 
B. J. GOSSETT 
W. E. FYOCK 
AUBREY C. ADCOCK 
FREEMAN SANDERS 
GEO. SANDERS 


WILLIAM LEE BURTON 
R. FRANKLIN 
BRUCE MC COLLOUGH 
H. F. HUMPHRIES 
HERCHEL THOMPSON 
WOODY MATHIS 
ARDELL HAYNES 
LOUIS WATSON 

ROY KING EARL B. PAIMER 


Examination requested by: _ , . . 

PD, Texarkana, Arkansas 

Date received: 1-31-49 anib 


Date of reference communication: 


Examination requested: Fingerprint 

Result of examination: Examination by:LAlDNA 
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January ?, 1949 


Ur. ToIson 

Ur. Clegg_ 

Ur. GlavfiT" 
Ur. Lad d 
Ur. Nichols” 
Ur. Rosen 7 
Ur> Trac y 
Mr. Ega n 
Ur. Qumsa 

Ur. Harbo_ 

Ur. Mohr. 

Ur. Penn 
Ur. Qulzm 
Tele. Room_ 
Ur. Nease__ 

Misp Qandy_ 


Mr. W. H. Presley 
Sheriff of BaHs County 
Texarkana, Texas 

My dear Sheriff* V ' 

I have received year letter of December 29 , 194 8 , 
and did want to write and thank yea for your very commendatory 
remarks concerning the work of Special Agent* Gerard J. Sngert 
and Edward S. Dei as of our Identification Division who assisted 
your Department in the examination of fingerprints in the 
Betty Jo Booker-Paul Martin murder case. It is indeed gratifying 
to learn that the efforts of our representatives have been so 
well received and X know that Mr. Engert and Mr. Deis* will be 
grateful for your generous comments. You may be sure that w© 
of the FBI are always glad to be of service in all matters of 
mutch! interest. 

Sincersly yours, 

' aiUGff issver ' , 
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Mr. Quinn Tamm, with? copy of incoming 

" Attention: Mr. Gy J . Engert . t ; . 

Mr. E. S. Deiss 
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W. h. (Bill) Presley 

Sk Gpi ff B owie County, Texas 
214% MAIN ST. 

Tcxapkana, Texas 

December 29 > 194# 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

f 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In November 1948, I requested through Mr. H. L. McConnell, 
Special Agent in Charge at Dallas, the assistance of the FBI in 
comparing approximately 20,000 sets of fingerprints on file in 
Texarkana, T / ^s~Arkansa^)with unidentified latent prints in 
the Betty Jo®sooker-Paul Martin murder case, which occurred here 
in AprfT~T948. r "" 

’ ‘ • % 

Special Agents Gerald Engert and Edward Deiss were „ 

assigned to this task by you, and they were in Texarkana from ft, V 
November 30 to December 10, 1948, making the necessary examina- 1 

tions. 

I am vn^iting this to express my sincere appreciation to 
you for the fine spirit of cooperation you and your organization \$ 

reflected in this matter. ^ 

I also wish to commend Special Agents Engert and Deiss ^ 

for their genuine interest and efforts in seeking to identify the 3\ 
latent prints. Mr. Engert and Mr. Deiss worked many overtime v | 

hours while in Texarkana. Their attitude and conduct were exemplary, \3 
and they made many friends for themselves and the FBI while they 
were here. They are definitely a credit to your organization. 




Be assured that this office is ready and willing to co¬ 
operate with your organization at all times. I- 

,, Sincerely yours, 



Bowie County, Texas 1 


WHP:HT . 

CC: Mr. H. L. McConnell 
Dallas, Texas 

* ^ r* A 
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Mr,' 







\ "W 1 W. h. (Bill) PpcsI; ' 

V Sheriff Bowie County, Texas 

214J4 MAIN ST. 

Texarkana, Texas 



December 30, 1948 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of' Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

£) ear 3xi* * 

RE: Your Fila, No. 62-80864 
BETTY JO^BQOKER 
JAMES PAUL%ARTIN, VICTIMS 
_MURDER_ $ 


With reference to your letter of December 17, 1948, 
regarding the large double loop in Negative #2 , which was 
submitted to your Special Agent Mr. E. S. Deiss, of the 
Bureau's Single Fingerprint Section^on December 5, 1948, 
and which print had previously,been identified by the 
Texas Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Identification 
and Records, Austin, Texas, this is to advise that it is 
the thumb print of Hugh Martin, owner of the car in which 
Paul Martin and Betty Jo Booker were killed^ Hugh Martin 
is the brother of the Victim Paul Martin. 

This information is furnished to you in order that 
your files may be complete. 

Again I thank you for the assistance your Department 
and the Special Agents have rendered me in this case and 
- -the many other problems which have confronted me. _ 









